The Final Word 
Where does the Bible get its authority?  From two witnesses – The internal and external witness.

Internal evidence

1. Its authors claim to speak the “Word of the Lord” (258 times in the KJV version), and to be speaking for God by saying “Thus saith the Lord”  (415 times).

2. Though it’s 66 books were written on three continents, in three languages over a period of 1500 years by more than 40 authors from many differ walks of life, they all say the same thing about the problem (sin) and its solution (salvation).

3. Twenty seven percent of the Bible is prophecy meaning it sets itself up to be tried and tested.  Analysts claim that there are 1817 predictions in the Bible including:

a. Rise & fall of nations   

b. The coming of the Messiah (300 + predictions)

c. My words will by no means pass away. Mk 13:31
External evidence

1. The rise and fall of nations follows the prophetic pattern of the Bible (Daniel 2,7,8-9,10-12).  It truly is “His story.”

(We’ll look at this more closely in a future lesson.)

2. The Messiah prophecies are breath taking. (Dan. 9)

3. The evidence of archeology.  

4. The willingness of its authors to live and die for the truth.

5. Though many have tried to destroy it, it is still the worlds best seller.

How much of it is authoritative?

The prophets claim to be speaking the Word of the Lord.  

NT – Jesus – Agrees with the prophets by saying:

      - Lk. 24: 25-27 – All of Scripture.

      - Mt. 5:16,17 – “Not one jot or title” to change.

What about the NT authors – are their words Scripture?

John 17:20 – Others will believe their words (given by Jesus).

Paul - 2 Tim. 3:16,17 – “All Scripture is given inspiration…”

Peter – 2 Pet. 3:18 – Pauline writings inspired.

What should be included in Scripture?

-OT – Each quoted from by NT authors.  

The Dead Sea scrolls – same as Massoretic text.

Apocrypha not included.

-NT – Many manuscripts.  –  NT Apocrypha not included.


2 Thess. 2:2 – Don’t be shaken… by letters as if from 

us. (meaning the apostels).

Rev. 22:19 – Don’t add or take away from this book.

Thomas Jefferson – scaled down the NT – 3.2 % - of the original looking for “diamonds in a dung hill”. 

-Churches have attempted to make the Scriptures confusing by adding the apocryphal books.  If the apocrypha is added, the Bible becomes and inconsistent confusing mess.  The Roman Catholic Church added the apocrypha at the Council of Trent (after the reformation).  Jerome, author of the Latin Vulgate (A Catholic) had clearly stated that the apocryphal books should not have been included.

Quotes concerning the Canon.

“The last of the apostles to pass away was John. His death is usually placed about 100 A.D. In his closing days he cooperated in the collection and forming of those writings we call the New Testament.” (Commentary on New Testament, Vol. 11, p. 544.)

In sum, the church did not determine the Canon, but discovered it, did not regulate the canon, but recognized it; the church is not the mother of the canon, but the child of the Canon, not its magistrate, but its minister, not its judge, but its witness, not its master, but its servant. Adapted from Geisler and MacKenzie, Roman Catholics and Evangelicals, 173.

OK, so we’ve talked about evidences that help us know what books should be in Scripture – but the devil doesn’t stop there.  He can still lead us astray by leading us to us faulty means of studying the text.  We might have the right tool (the Scriptures), but grossly misuse it.

Examples of faulty study:

  1997 – The Bible Code –Written by a secular Jew, uses a computer find the hidden but true meanings of the Bible.  Assassination of world leaders, attacks on Israel, coming world catastrophes etc.  A best seller.

  1996, 1998 – The Signature of God / Mysterious Bible Codes

written by a Christian.  Sees many other “helpful codes”.

The book claims that Ex. 32:16 which says “The writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables” really says – after computer analysis - the phrase “it was made by computer.”  

So, the law of God was really computer generated.

So – these authors are saying, if you have a Bible question – ask the computer.  

You might be thinking – no SDA would fall for this – no so – one man who bought the computer software used by these authors, did his own search and as a result claimed to have found specific references to Ellen G. White, and every GC president.

What do we need to learn to do?  

2 Tim 2:15 – “rightly divide.”

For a thoughtful paper of methods of Bible study – read

"Methods of Bible Study Committee. 
http://bibleonly.org/study/method.html
What are some common sense rules when it comes to Bible study?

1. Take the Bible as it reads – don’t attempt to look for “hidden meanings”.

"If the literal sense makes good sense, seek no other sense lest you come up with nonsense."

2. Study passages in context.   Read before and after the text, to get a fuller understanding.

"a text without its context becomes a pretext."

Jesus had to do this with the devil, who misquoted (incorrectly divided) Scripture. – See Matthew 4:4-10 

What do we do when we feel that we’ve discovered new light? (some new teaching, no one else has discovered).
Prov. 24:6 “in multitude of counsellors there is safety.
2Pet. 1:20 no prop. of the script. is of any private interpretation.
Early church did this.
Acts 18:26 – Aquilla and Priscilla – corrected  Apollos (more fully expounded the Word of God to him).

Acts 15 – Paul and Silas submitted their teachings to the Jerusalem counsel.  

   What was the answer given?

   On the basis of Amos and Leviticus, their course of action (reaching out to the gentiles) was verified, and practical considerations concerning food, worship and morality were specified.  It is interesting to note, that the Apostles pointed to the Scriptures as the final authority.  Specifically they pointed the NT church to the OT laws concerning the alien (gentile). 

How does this work today in the church?

-The SS lessons are submitted to men of experience for editing.

-The 28 Fundamental beliefs are submitted to representatives of the world church for official vote at a GC session. 

What’s the use of personal study then?  
Personal study is vital and has implications for the individual, the family and the church at large.

An early example would be how much impact this could have was the Sabbath doctrine.

-TM Preble – Rachel Oaks – Joseph Bates  - Ellen & James White.  - Sabbath conferences.   The issue was settled through Bible study at the Sabbath conference.

Another example – sunset:

-Timing of sunset – Bates said 6:00 PM – There were other opinions.   J. White as JN Andrews to study it out.  He presented a Bible study demonstrating that it should be a sunset.  The entire church, including EGW changed course on the basis of the Word.

Texts concerning personal Bible study:
Deut 30:11–14; Luke l:3,4; John 20:30–31; Acts 17:11; Rom 10:17; Rev 1:3. 

Let every one who has been blessed with reasoning faculties take up the Bible and search its pages, that he may understand the will of God concerning him. In this Book divine instruction is given to all. The Bible is addressed to every one--to every class of society,  to those of every clime and age. Every one should read the Bible for himself. Do not depend on the minister to read it for you. The Bible is God's Word to you. And Christ has made this Word so plain that in reading it, no one need misunderstand.” ST, 11 July 1906, par. 6.
Some key quotes:

"The word of the living God is not merely written, but spoken. The Bible is God's voice speaking to us, just as surely as though we could hear it with our ears. If we realized this, with what awe would we open God's word, and with what earnestness would we search its precepts! The reading and contemplation of the Scriptures would be regarded as an audience with the Infinite One" (Testimonies for the Church, 6:393)

It is one thing to treat the Bible as a book of good moral instruction, to be heeded so far as is consistent with the spirit of the times and our position in the world; it is another thing to regard it as it really is--the word of the living God, the word that is our life, the word that is to mold our actions, our words, and our thoughts. To hold God's word as anything less than this is to reject it. And this rejection by those who profess to believe it, is foremost among the causes of skepticism and infidelity in the youth.  {Ed 260.1}

Notes on the Sabbath school lesson:
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