Chapter 18 -- The Seven Last Plagues and the Righteous
pages 253-270
This chapter deals with the plagues and their effect on the righteous.
1. When will the atoning blood of Christ be of no more value? (253:1)
["When Christ shall cease His work as mediator in man's behalf, then this time of trouble will begin. Then the case of every soul will have been decided, and there will be no atoning blood to cleanse from sin. When Jesus leaves His position as man's intercessor before God, the solemn announcement is made, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still." Revelation 22:11. Then the restraining Spirit of God is withdrawn from the earth."-Patriarchs and Prophets, (1890), page 201.

2. Will the trouble ahead be worse, less, or about the same as expected? (254:3)
["The 'time of trouble such as never was,' is soon to open upon us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess, and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God [without an intercessor]. Though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in the land, 'as I live, saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness.' [Ezekiel 14:20.] Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ. Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation."-The Great Controversy (1888), pages 622 and 623.

3. Why will some of the righteous be laid in their graves before the time of trouble? (255:2, 3)

["But it is not always safe to ask for unconditional healing. Let your prayer include this thought: 'Lord, Thou knowest every secret of the soul. Thou art acquainted with these persons; for Jesus, their advocate, gave His life for them. He loves them better than we possibly can. If, therefore, it is for Thy glory and the good of these afflicted ones to raise them up to health, we ask Thee in the name of Jesus, that health may be given them at this time.' In a petition of this kind, no lack of faith is manifested.


The Lord 'doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men.' Lamentations 3:33. 'Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust.' Psalm 103:13, 14. He knows our heart, for He reads every secret of the soul. He knows whether or not those for whom petitions are offered would be able to endure the trial and test that would come upon them if they lived. He knows the end from the beginning. Many will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time of trouble shall come upon our world. This is another reason why we should say after our earnest petition; 'Nevertheless not my will, but Thine, be done.' Luke 22:42. Such a petition will never be registered in heaven as a faithless prayer.


The apostle was bidden to write, 'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them.' Revelation 14:13. From this we can see that all are not to be raised up; and if they are not raised to health they should not be judged as unworthy of eternal life. If Jesus, the world's Redeemer, prayed, 'O My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me,' and added, 'nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt' (Matthew 26:39), how very appropriate it is for finite mortals to make the same surrender to the wisdom and will of God."-Councils on Health, (1923), page 375 & 376 [Emphasis added]


"The Lord has often instructed me that many little ones are to be laid away before the time of trouble. We shall see our children again. We shall meet them and know them in the heavenly courts."-Selected Messages Book Two, (1958), page 259.


EGW states that some may be only capable of keeping their souls ready for eternity and thus not able to help others find salvation. This is exactly what Team144K does, so these are not included with Team144K but will be part of the 144,000(great multitude). "I also saw that God had messengers that He would use in His cause, but they were not ready. They were too light and trifling to exert a good influence over the flock and did not feel the weight of the cause and the worth of souls as God's messengers must feel in order to effect good. Said the angel, 'Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord. Be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord.' They can accomplish but little good unless they are wholly given up to God and feel the importance and solemnity of the last message of mercy that is now being given to the scattered flock. ... Not all who proclaimed the first and the second angel's message are to give the third, even after they fully embrace it, for some have been in so many errors and delusions that they can but just save their own souls, and if they undertake to guide others, they will be the means of overthrowing them." Early Writings, (1882), page 62. Of note is that we know for a fact that this quote is referring to the last generation because she describes the preaching of the third angel's message.

We are to strive to be counted among God's special elect, the members of "Team144K". Let' take a look at the following texts to discover God's instruction in relation to membership in this very special group:

"9After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; " Revelation 7:9 (KJV) [The great multitude solidifies their faith and are brought into membership in God's church (the 144,000) after Team144K has been formed.]
"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 2 Corinthians 3:18 (KJV) [Team144K will be changed into the image of glory by the Holy Spirit.]
"And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof." Ezekiel 9:4 (KJV) [Team144K sigh and cry for those that are doing works counter to God's plan.]
"And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption." Ephesians 4:30 (KJV) [Team144K are sealed until redemption day.]
"Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12 (KJV) [Team144K keep the commandments of God and do not receive the mark of the beast.]
"15Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. " Revelation 16:15 (KJV) [Team144K prepare themselves by avoiding sinning to keep their "garments" clean. They are prepared and are found expecting Christ when He returns.]
"Let us strive with all the power that God has given us to be among the hundred and forty-four thousand. And let us do all that we can to help others to gain heaven."-The Review and Herald, March 9, 1905, paragraph 4.
To summarize:

1) To be a part of "Team144K" there must exist a list of requirements that an individual must meet or exceed to be found worthy of being selected for the group,

2) It has been proven that members of "Team144K" never die (Please see "Team 144K" on the "Sabbath School" page at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/.),

3) Some, are terminally ill or children that will be laid to rest whom we will see again in heaven,

4) Others are "...in so many errors and delusions that they can but just save their own souls, and if they undertake to guide others, they will be the means of overthrowing them..." and thus will not be involved in sharing the message with others.
5) We are to strive to be among "Team144K".

Therefore we can logically conclude that some are to be saved but not included within "Team144K" (before the shaking begins) not meeting all the requirements to be included within the special group.]
4. Why will Satan especially stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of God? (256:1)
["The remnant church will be brought into great trial and distress. Those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus will feel the ire of the dragon and his hosts. Satan numbers the world as his subjects, he has gained control of the apostate churches; but here is a little company that are resisting his supremacy. If he could blot them from the earth, his triumph would be complete. As he influenced the heathen nations to destroy Israel, so in the near future he will stir up the wicked powers of earth to destroy the people of God. All will be required to render obedience to human edicts in violation of the divine law."-Testimonies for the Church Volume Five, (1882-1889), pages 472 and 473.]
5. When calamities come, what charge will be made against Sabbathkeepers? (256:3)
["This time is right upon us. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn from the earth. When the angel of mercy folds her wings and departs, Satan will do the evil deeds he has long wished to do. Storm and tempest, war and bloodshed,--in these things he delights, and thus he gathers in his harvest. And so completely will men be deceived by him that they will declare that these calamities are the result of the desecration of the first day of the week. From the pulpits of the popular churches will be heard the statement that the world is being punished because Sunday is not honored as it should be. And it will require no great stretch of imagination for men to believe this. They are guided by the enemy, and therefore they reach conclusions which are entirely false."-The Review and Herald, September 17, 1901, paragraph 9.]
6. What argument will be used to convince the people that God's people should be destroyed? (257:1)
["In the last conflict the Sabbath will be the special point of controversy throughout all Christendom. Secular rulers and religious leaders will unite to enforce the observance of the Sunday; and as milder measures fail, the most oppressive laws will be enacted. It will be urged that the few who stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law of the land ought not to be tolerated, and a decree will finally be issued denouncing them as deserving of the severest punishment, and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put them to death."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), pages 444 and 445.]
7. What universal decree will finally be made against Sabbathkeepers? (258:1)
["Important are the lessons to be learned from the experience of the Hebrew youth on the plain of Dura. In this our day, many of God's servants, though innocent of wrongdoing, will be given over to suffer humiliation and abuse at the hands of those who, inspired by Satan, are filled with envy and religious bigotry. Especially will the wrath of man be aroused against those who hallow the Sabbath of the fourth commandment; and at last a universal decree will denounce these as deserving of death."-Prophets and Kings, (1917), page 512.]
8. What will be our responsibility regarding our property before probation closes? (261:1, 2)
["Houses and lands will be of no use to the saints in the time of trouble, for they will then have to flee before infuriated mobs, and at that time their possessions cannot be disposed of to advance the cause of present truth. I was shown that it is the will of God that the saints should cut loose from every encumbrance before the time of trouble comes, and make a covenant with God through sacrifice. If they have their property on the altar and earnestly inquire of God for duty, He will teach them when to dispose of these things. Then they will be free in the time of trouble and have no clogs to weigh them down.


I saw that if any held on to their property and did not inquire of the Lord as to their duty, He would not make duty known, and they would be permitted to keep their property, and in the time of trouble it would come up before them like a mountain to crush them, and they would try to dispose of it, but would not be able. I heard some mourn like this: 'The cause was languishing, God's people were starving for the truth, and we made no effort to supply the lack; now our property is useless. Oh, that we had let it go, and laid up treasure in heaven!' I saw that a sacrifice did not increase, but it decreased and was consumed. I also saw that God had not required all of His people to dispose of their property at the same time; but if they desired to be taught, He would teach them, in a time of need, when to sell and how much to sell. Some have been required to dispose of their property in times past to sustain the Advent cause, while others have been permitted to keep theirs until a time of need. Then, as the cause needs it, their duty is to sell."-Early Writings, (1882), pages 56 and 57.]
9. If we have unconfessed sins, what effect will this have on us in the time of trouble? (263:1)
["Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the birthright by fraud, God would not have heard his prayer and mercifully preserved his life. So in the time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before them while tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to Judgment, and have been blotted out; and they cannot bring them to remembrance.


Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their unfaithfulness in the minor affairs of life; but the Lord shows in his dealings with Jacob that he will in no wise sanction or tolerate evil. All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain upon the books of Heaven, unconfessed and unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. The more exalted their profession, and the more honorable the position which they hold, the more grievous is their course in the sight of God, and the more sure the triumph of their great adversary. Those who delay a preparation for the day of God cannot obtain it in the time of trouble or at any subsequent time. The case of all such is hopeless. Those professed Christians who come up to that last fearful conflict unprepared, will, in their despair, confess their sins in words of burning anguish, while the wicked exult over their distress."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), pages 437 and 438.]
10. Why will no righteous be killed after probation closes? (264:2)
["'They shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.' [Malachi 3:17.] If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were shed at this time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield a harvest for God."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), page 451.]
11. Why should we not make provision for our temporal wants in the time of trouble?
["For two years past, the Lord has shown me in vision, repeatedly, that it is contrary to the Bible to make any provision for our temporal wants in the time of trouble. I saw that if the saints have food laid up by them, or in the fields, in the time of trouble when sword, famine, and pestilence are in the land, it will be taken from them by violent hands and strangers would reap their fields. Then will be the time for us to trust wholly in God..."-Broadside2, January 31, 1849, paragraph 8.]
12. What is promised to the remnant in the time of trouble? (265:3)
["Then will be the time for us to trust wholly in God, and he will sustain us. I saw that our bread and water would be sure at that time, and we should not lack, or suffer hunger."-Broadside2, January 31, 1849, paragraph 8."]
13. When the righteous have no Intercessor during the time of trouble, how will they be sustained? (266:0, 1)
["Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies of angels that excel in strength stationed about those who have kept the word of Christ's patience. With sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their distress, and have heard their prayers. They are waiting the word of their Commander to snatch them from their peril. But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of God must drink of the cup, and be baptized with the baptism. The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer to their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord to work, they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have been too little exercised during their religious experience. Yet for the elect's sake, the time of trouble will be shortened."-The Great Controversy (1888), pages 360 and 361.]
14. Is there any stopping place in the process of sanctification? (267:3)
["We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no stopping place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. Sanctification is the result of lifelong obedience."-The Acts of the Apostles, (1911), pages 560 and 561.]
15. Do we know who the 144,000 are? (268:4)

[The 144,000 is always representative of God's church. "These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins: these are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men..."-Experience and Views, (1851), page 41.

For additional information please see the presentation entitled "Team 144K" on the "Sabbath School" page at http://www.bellresearchlab.com/.
16. Review the experience of the righteous when threatened with death during the time of trouble. (269,270)
["The foundations of the earth shake; buildings totter and fall with a terrible crash. The sea boils like a pot, and the whole earth is in terrible commotion. The captivity of the righteous is turned, and with sweet and solemn whisperings they say to one another: 'We are delivered. It is the voice of God.' With solemn awe they listen to the words of the voice. The wicked hear, but understand not the words of the voice of God."-Testimonies For The Church Volume One, (1855-1868), page 354.]
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