Chapter 19 -- Christ's Return
pages 271-282
1. Who are brought up in a special resurrection to witness the second advent of Jesus? (271:2-272:0)
a. [Some of the riteous; to "everlasting life". "And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2 (KJV)]
b. [Some of the wicked; to "everlasting contempt".]
c. ["All who have died in the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have kept his law."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 637.]
d. [Those that pierced Jesus. "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen." Revelation 1:7 (KJV)]
2. As God speaks from heaven before Jesus appears in the clouds, what will His people hear?
a. (272:2) ["Soon we heard the voice of God like many waters, which gave us the day and hour of Jesus' coming. The living saints, 144,000 in number, knew and understood the voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake."-Testimonies For The Church Volume One, (1855-1868), page 59.]
b. (272:3) ["And as God spoke the day and hour of Jesus' coming, [Ezekiel 12:25. Mark 13:32.] and delivered the everlasting covenant to His people, [Ezekiel 20:37. Hebrews 12:22-25.] He spoke one sentence, and then paused, while the words were rolling through the earth! [Jeremiah 25:30, 31.] The Israel of God stood with their eyes fixed upwards, listening to the words as they came from the mouth of Jehovah, and rolled through the earth like peals of loudest thunder! It was awfully solemn. At the end of every sentence, the saints shouted, Glory! Hallelujah!"-A Word to the Little Flock, (1847), page 20.]
3. When the wicked see Jesus, what do they regret? (274:0)
["The wicked are filled with regret, not because of their sinful neglect of God and their fellow-men, but because God has conquered. They lament that the result is what it is; but they do not repent of their wickedness. They would leave no means untried to conquer if they could."-The Spirit of Prophecy Volume Four, (1884), Page 471.]
4. In the description of Jesus' return to earth (274:1-3), which event impresses you the most?
[ASK GROUP MEMBERS TO VOLUTEER THEIR ANSWERS... "With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered throng, attend him on his way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms,— “ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands.” No human pen can portray the scene, nor mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splendor."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 641.]
5. How does the resurrection of God's faithful people affect you? (276-278)
[ASK GROUP MEMBERS TO VOLUTEER THEIR ANSWERS... "And the living righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad shout of victory."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 644.]
6. Why does God not take the sinner to heaven? (279:3)
["Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion against God be suddenly transported to Heaven, and witness the high, the holy state of perfection that ever exists there,— every soul filled with love; every countenance beaming with joy; enrapturing music in melodious strains rising in honor of God and the Lamb; and ceaseless streams of light flowing upon the redeemed from the face of Him who sitteth upon the throne,—could those whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, of truth and holiness, mingle with the heavenly throng and join their songs of praise? Could they endure the glory of God and the Lamb?—No, no; years of probation were granted them, that they might form characters for Heaven; but they have never trained the mind to love purity; they have never learned the language of Heaven, and now it is too late. "-The Great Controversy (1888), pages 542 and 543.]
7. Who fixes the destiny of the wicked? (279:3)
["A life of rebellion against God has unfitted them for Heaven."-The Great Controversy (1888), page 543.]
8. Why will everyone who is saved have at least one star in his/her crown? (282:3) 

["Yet there will be no one saved in heaven with a starless crown. If you enter, there will be some soul in the courts of glory that has found an entrance there through your instrumentality. Then why not entreat the Lord to put upon you his Spirit, that you may be able to awaken an interest in the truth in the minds of those around you? Think of your neighbors and friends and relatives who are out of Christ. Think of those you have left in various foreign lands; how much do you care for their souls? You should be so filled with love for the lost that you cannot forbear working for the salvation of souls."-The Signs of the Times, June 6, 1892, paragraph 2.]
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