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What Produces the Last Remnant Church?

Can the words "seal", "sign" and "mark" be used synonymously in the Bible in such text as Rev.7:2-4; Ezek. 9:4, Ex. 31:13,17, and Rom. 4:11? If they can; this would mean that the sealing of the 144,000 in Revelation 7:1-8 and the marking of the remnant in Ezekiel 9:4 is the same event. This would also show that "This sealing of the servants of God is the same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision. John also had been a witness of this most startling revelation."-Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, (1923), page 445. Is this Biblical?

[The words for "seal", "sign", and "mark" are not used synonymously because they are different words.  Breaking this down:

"Seal" (Revelation 7:2 / Romans 4:11) = Sphragis-a seal a) the seal placed upon books, b) a signet ring, c) the inscription or impression made by a seal, 1) of the name of God and Christ stamped upon their foreheads d) that by which anything is confirmed, proved, authenticated, as by a seal (a token or proof).

"Sealed" (Revelation 7:3-8) = Sphragizo-to set a seal upon, mark with a seal, to seal, a) for security:  from Satan, b) since things sealed up are concealed (as the contents of a letter), to hide, keep in silence, keep secret, c) in order to mark a person or a thing, 1) to set a mark upon by the impress of a seal or a stamp, 2) angels are said to be sealed by God, d) in order to prove, confirm, or attest a thing, 1) to confirm authenticate, place beyond doubt, e) of a written document, f) to prove one's testimony to a person that he is what he professes to be
"Mark" (Ezekiel 9:4) = Tav-desire, mark, a) mark (as a sign of exemption from judgment)
"Sign" (Romans 4:11) = Sermeion-a sign, mark, token, a) that by which a person or a thing is distinguished from others and is known, b) a sign, prodigy, portent, i.e. an unusual occurrence transcending the common course of nature, 1) of signs portending remarkable events soon to happen, 2) of miracles and wonders by which God authenticates the men sent by him, or by which men prove that the cause they are pleading is God's
"Sign" (Exodus 31:13 & 17) = owth-sign signal, a) a distinguishing mark, b) banner, c) remembrance, d) miraculous sign, e) omen, f) warning, 2) token, ensign, standard, miracle, proof
***The key take-away of this is that "Mark" should not be in place of or use interchangeably with "Seal", "Sealed" or "Sign" because the word that is translated into "mark" signifies a sign of exemption from judgment and is given to the 144,000 just before the shaking (probably to signify to the angels to protect them from death).  Let us refer to Ezekiel 9:4 and discover the context and meaning of how the word (translated as) "mark" is used.


Ezekiel 9:4 "And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."

Ellen White clarifies who "sigh and that cry":  "Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four thousand, who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the wrongs of God's professed people. This is forcibly set forth by the prophet's illustration of the last work under the figure of the men, each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side. "And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for the abominations that be done in the midst thereof."-RH - The Review and Herald, September 23, 1873 (paragraph 4)


So the sealing of the great multitude (after the shaking) in Revelation 7 IS NOT the same as the 144,000 having a mark (before the shaking) set upon them in Ezekiel 9:4.  This fact alone totally destroys the argument.***]

===============================================================
Let's look at the sequence and timing of some of the last day events:


[Ezekiel 9 takes place after probation has closed and "the people see that they have been deluded."  Reading from the pen of inspiration in the Great Controversy, we can easily find the truth.
****

"The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one another of having led them to destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have prophesied smooth things; they have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute those who would keep it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world their work of deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. 'We are lost!' they cry, 'and you are the cause of our ruin;' and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once admired them most will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands that once crowned them with laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which were to slay God's people are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and bloodshed.

'A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a controversy with the nations, He will plead with all flesh; He will give them that are wicked to the sword.' Jeremiah 25:31. For six thousand years the great controversy has been in progress; the Son of God and His heavenly messengers have been in conflict with the power of the evil one, to warn, enlighten, and save the children of men. Now all have made their decisions; the wicked have fully united with Satan in his warfare against God. The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of His downtrodden law. Now the controversy is not alone with Satan, but with men. 'The Lord hath a controversy with the nations;' 'He will give them that are wicked to the sword.'

The mark of deliverance has been set upon those 'that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done.' Now the angel of death goes forth, represented in Ezekiel's vision by the men with the slaughtering weapons, to whom the command is given: 'Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary.' Says the prophet: 'They began at the ancient men which were before the house.' Ezekiel 9:1-6. The work of destruction begins among those who have professed to be the spiritual guardians of the people. The false watchmen are the first to fall. There are none to pity or to spare. Men, women, maidens, and little children perish together.

'The Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.' Isaiah 26:21. 'And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall lay hold everyone on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.' Zechariah 14:12, 13. In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful outpouring of God's unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants of the earth--priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high and low. 'And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried.' Jeremiah 25:33.

At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of the whole earth--consumed with the spirit of His mouth and destroyed by the brightness of His glory. Christ takes His people to the City of God, and the earth is emptied of its inhabitants. 'Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof.' 'The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word.' 'Because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned.' Isaiah 24:1, 3, 5, 6."--The Great Controversy, pages 655 - 657

The above demonstrates (by paragraph):

1) After probation closes and the plagues begin to fall, the unrighteous "accuse one another of having led them to destruction", and set their "bitterest condemnation upon the ministers."

2.) Destruction comes upon the wicked after probation closes.  We know this to be true since the statement "He will give them that are wicked to the sword." is showing God's judgment unmixed with mercy.

3) The statement "Now the angel of death goes forth, represented in Ezekiel's vision by the men with the slaughtering weapons…" she is defining the allegorical aspects of the fulfillment.  Notice "angel of death" is used to describe what/who destroys the wicked.  This demonstrates that the "slaughtering" is not performed by the Seventh-day Adventist (only) and that a literal 144,000 as taught by the branch Dividian's is not Biblical.
4) Considering the statement; "…by the awful outpouring of God's unmingled wrath…"  This again shows that this is occurring after probation closes when God's wrath is not mixed with mercy.

5.) Here the unrighteous are destroyed by the brightness of His glory during the second coming.

The spirit of prophecy warns of just such spurious ideas being promoted just before the true Loud Cry revival.  "God is raising up a class to give the loud cry of the third angel's message.  'Of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them' (Acts 20:30).  It is Satan's object now to get up new theories to divert the mind from the true work and genuine message for this time. He stirs up minds to give false interpretation of Scripture, a spurious loud cry, that the real message may not have its effect when it does come. This is one of the greatest evidences that the loud cry will soon be heard and the earth will be lightened with the glory of God."-Letter 20, 1884; Manuscript Releases Volume Twenty, page 357.

God bless you all as you search the scriptures for "ultimate truth". Your brother in Christ, Dave]
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