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A Geography of
Independence.

Unlike the rest of Manhattan, the West
Village's streets predate the Commissioners
Plan of 1811. They are remnants of a rural
road network that once connected the small
riverfront village of Greenwich to lower
Manhattan. This ‘off the grid’ layout—with
named streets like Bleecker, Perry, and
Grove—is not a flaw, but the neighborhood’s
defining feature. It preserves a human scale
and a sense of discovery around every
corner.
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The Foundations of Charm: Federal-Style Row Houses

The prevailing style from the 1780s to the 1830s was Federal, inspired by
classical ideals of restraint and harmony.

— [ronwork: Hand-wrought
iron railings, often crowned
with pineapple or acorn
finials—the pineapple being a
symbol of hospitality.

Facade: Typically red brick =
laid in a Flemish bond pattern.

Doorway: Handsomely

crafted six- or eight-panel
doors, often with a
rectangular top light and
sidelights.

The Stoop: A concept -

inherited from original Dutch
settlers, this low flight of
brownstone steps provides
a canopy over the service
entrance below.
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Pavement with
a Past.

What many call ‘cobblestone’ are more
accurately ‘Belgian Blocks'—rectangular
granite stones that create the
neighborhood's signature rumble.

These stones originally made their way
to New York as ballast in 19th-century
European ships. Once the ships were
loaded with American goods for the
return journey, the ballast was
unloaded and repurposed to pave the
city's dirt streets.

Today, these historic pavers are a
protected feature of the Greenwich
Village and Gansevoort Market Historic
Districts, preserving the area's
authentic character.
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The Neighborhood
at a Crossroads

After World War Il, the West Village faced
an existential threat. City planner Robert
Moses targeted the area for “slum
clearance” and “urban renewal.” The
plan: Raze 14 blocks between Hudson
Street and the river to be replaced with
high-rise towers. The neighborhood was
officially designated a “slum,” a label that
empowered the city to seize and
demolish property, uprooting the entire
community.
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The Activist: Jane Jacobs
and the Committee to Save
the West Village

w O | In 1961, resident and writer Jane Jacobs co-founded the

hY | “Committee to Save the West Village” to fight the demolition.
Their argument was radical: the neighborhood was not a slum, but
- a diverse, functional, and self-improving community. As they

e — wrote, “Our best efforts would be aimed at saving and improving,
e N AR AoV

S sl e Their message was one of empowerment: “This is your home at

THE WEST VILLAGE stake... BUT BE THERE,” urged their newsletters, rallying residents
T to attend city hall meetings and send telegrams. Through brilliant
B IIERE grassroots organizing, they defeated Moses' plan, setting a
S Somemnn national precedent for community-based preservation.
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The Creative Soul:
Bohemia on the
Hudson.

Long before the preservation battles,
the West Village was New York's
bohemian capital. In the 1940s and 50s,
it became the heart of the East Coast
Beat scene. Writers like Jack Kerouac
and Allen Ginsberg, who met at nearby
Columbia University, rejected traditional
structures for raw, “spontaneous prose.”
Smoky cafés, basement bars, and
independent bookshops like the San
Remo Café were their meeting points
for readings, debates, and the

forging of a literary revolution.
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The Spark of a Movement on Christopher Street

Stﬂnewall
Inn
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The West Village's spirit of resistance extended to social justice.
On June 28, 1969, patrons of the Stonewall Inn on Christopher Street fought back against a police raid.
The multi-day Stonewall Uprising became a watershed moment for the global LGBTQ+ rights movement.
It solidified the West Village's status as a nexus of social change and a symbolic ground for identity and

freedom, a legacy enshrined in the Stonewall National Monument.
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A Legacy of Words: The Village Bookshops

The literary spirit of the Village thrives in its legendary independent bookshops.
These are not just stores, but community hubs.

| THREE LIVES & COMPANY 3
= (I

Three Lives & Company: An iconic corner Left Bank Books: A treasure trove for Mercer Street Books: An independent
bookshop established in 1978, known for used and rare books, specializing in shop since 1990, offering a mix of books
its curated selection and knowledgeable literature and the arts. (41 Perry Street) and records. (206 Mercer Street)

staff. (154 West 10th Street)
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A Culinary Tour Through Time

The West Village is a culinary paradise, with a history that

stretches from chianti-bottle-centerpieces to Michelin stars.

Historic Haunts:

» The White Horse Tavern: Made infamous by poet Dylan
Thomas, this tavern has been a Village fixture since the
1880s.

« Ye Ole Waverly Inn: Once a stop for George
Washington, now the trendy Waverly Inn, a hangout for
the fashionable crowd.

Modern Classics:
o Café Cluny: A bustling, Parisian-style bistro perfect for
people-watching.
 The Place: Features market-fresh comfort food in an
antique, candlelit setting with a famously romantic
corner table.

New Nordic:
» Smorgas Chef offers sustainable cuisine with
produce from its own farm.
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From Bespoke Boutiques to ‘Rodeo Drive East’

The West Village offers a shopping experience of contrasts. While individually owned
venues have become an “endangered species,” a unique retail culture persists.

JIMONT CIRCX) ¥

B E l
Bleecker Street: Nicknamed "Rodeo Drive East," this
once-tranquil street is now lined with high-end

designer boutiques like Marc Jacobs, Ralph Lauren,
and Jimmy Choo.

"
S

The Independent Spirit: Beyond the big names, the
neighborhood is dotted with custom designer
boutiques, vintage stores, and one-of-a-kind
merchants, like the legendary Casa Magazines (over
2,500 titles) and the very English Myers of Keswick.
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How to Navigate
the Village.

Its off-the-grid streets are best explored on foot, but the
Village is well-connected to the rest of the city.

NYC Subway:

» 1/2/3: 14th St, Christopher St-Sheridan Sq, Houston St
» A/C/E: 14th St, West 4th St-Washington Sq

* B/D/F/M: West 4th St-Washington Sg

* L: 14th St-Union Sq, 6th Ave

PATH Train:
* Christopher Street
* 9th Street

Bus Routes: M8, M11, M12, M14A, M20, M55.

Citi Bike: Docks are available throughout the
neighborhood.

Whitney
Museum

14th St

000 066
Christopher St-
SheriganSq @ 0@

West 4th St-
Washington Sq

&5 PATH
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Points of Interest

Whitney Museum: Founded by Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney in 1914 as a Cherry Lane Theatre: NYC's oldest continuously running Off-Broadway
studio for young artists, now a world-class institution of American art. theater, housed in a converted 1817 farm silo.

Hudson River Park: A magnificent green promenade transforming the old Village Vanguard: A legendary jazz club since 1935, hosting icons from
industrial shoreline, offering the best sunset views on the isle of Manhattan. & John Coltrane to Billie Holiday.
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The West Vlllage endures as New York’s most romantlc -. o= 7
IE»aradox-—a neighborhood both ancient and ageless, pruvlnclal -
in scale yet cnsmr.:pohtan in Splrl’[ 7 & 3

v 8 q,. 2% Y -
Its crooked streets are not relics, but lwmg expressions of the city's
wmost radical ideals: individuality, creativity, and communlty _
'E . : 2 J_}\ : vk Y F h
It is a testament to those who fought to preserve a belief. ?@“,
| lll |n urban life scaled to the human heart.
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