


An Attitude, Not
Just an Address

Bounded by two iconic parks,
the Upper West Side is more
than a place—it's a mindset. It's
where grand architecture meets
neighborhood intimacy, and
cultural pursuits are a part of
daily life. This guide explores the
character of a quintessential
New York story.
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Chapter 1: An
Architectural Legacy

The story of the UWS is written in stone and brick. Its
character is defined by the majestic pre-war apartment
buildings and intimate townhouses that line its streets,

a landscape shaped by the arrival of the city’'s first
subway line in 1904.
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The Titans of the Park

The avenues flanking the parks—Central Park
West and Riverside Drive—are lined with some of
the city’s most opulent addresses. These twin-
towered sentinels and stately co-ops represent a
golden age of New York architecture,
encompassing Beaux-Arts and Art Deco styles.

Key Examples: The Dakota e The San Remo e
The El Dorado e The Apthorp ¢ The Belnord

Fun Fact: The Dakota, built in 1884, was so far
uptown at the time that people said it was like
being in the Dakota Territory, hence the name.
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The Soul of the Side Streets

Between the grand avenues, the neighborhood’s charm resides in the endless rows of historic
brownstones and townhouses. A building boom from 1885 to 1910, spurred by the 1904
opening of the IRT subway line, created this quintessential residential landscape of leafy
streets and inviting stoops.
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Chapter 2: A Tale of
Two Parks

Life on the UWS is framed by green space. To the east, the

curated landscapes of Central Park; to the west, the serene
waterfront vistas of Riverside Park. They are the neighborhood's
shared backyards, shaping the rhythm of daily life.
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The Curated Classic & The Waterfront Retreat

Central Park Riverside Park

The neighborhood's front yard. Key UWS-adjacent A four-mile ribbon of promenades and pathways along the
destinations include Strawberry Fields, the landscaped Hudson. Designed by the firm of Frederick Law Olmsted, it
memorial to John Lennon; the graceful paths around the features the 79th Street Boat Basin, public art like the

Lake; and the expansive Great Lawn. Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument, and unparalleled river views.
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Chapter 3: The Cultural Epicenter

The UWS is Manhattan'’s intellectual and artistic heart, home
to world-renowned institutions that draw scholars, artists,
and audiences from across the globe.” in Inter Regular.
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A Stage for the
- World

From classical music to rock concerts, the
neighborhood is a premier destination for live
performance.

e Lincoln Center:
The undisputed crown jewel, home to a
dozen resident arts organizations including
the Metropolitan Opera, the New York

e Jconic Venues:

The Beacon Theatre, a legendary hall for
concerts, and Symphony Space, known for
its diverse and innovative programming.

Philharmonic, and the New York City Ballet.
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Halls of Wonder
and History

The neighborhood's intellectual character is anchored
by world-class museums and institutions of higher
learning.

@ Centerpiece: The American
Museum of Natural History, a
beloved institution for discovery.

® Historical Context: The
New-York Historical Society,
the city's oldest museum, offers
a deep dive into the past.

® Academic Anchor: The
proximity to Columbia
University to the north further
cements the area's scholarly
atmosphere.
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Chapter 4: The
Flavor of the
Neighborhood

Beyond the grand stages and
museums, the UWS's character is
found in its legendary food
institutions and cozy neighborhood
spots—the places that locals have
cherished for generations.



Culinary Cornerstones & Cozy Cales

A selection of the neighborhood'’s most storied culinary landmarks, found primarily along the main arteries of
Broadway, Amsterdam, and Columbus Avenues.

» The Institutions: Zabar's (Broadway & 80th), a temple of gourmet foods since 1934; Barney Greengrass
(Amsterdam & 86th), the legendary “Sturgeon King"”; and Citarella, the premier gourmet market.

» The Classic Spot: Cafe Lalo (83rd & Amsterdam), the charming dessert cafe made famous in the film You've
Got Mail.
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The Connected
Neighborhood

The Upper West Side is one of NYC's most
walkable neighborhoods and is exceptionally
well-served by public transit.

Subway

 IRT Broadway-Seventh Avenue Line (1,2, 3
trains): Runs beneath Broadway.

 IND Eighth Avenue Line (A, B, C, D trains):
Runs beneath Central Park West.

Bus
e North-South Routes: M5, M7, M10, M104.

e Crosstown Routes: M79, M86, M96 connect
seamlessly to the East Side.
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The UWS: A Main Character
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Seinfeld — The exterior of Tom'’s You've Got Mail = The charming
Restaurant (Monk's Cafe) is a real diner at neighborhood bookstores and cafes, like Cafe
Broadway and 112th Street. Lalo, serve as the film's romantic backdrop.
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West Side Story — The story’s original Only Murders in the Building - The
setting was the area of tenements cleared grand Belnord apartment building stands

to build Lincoln Center. in for the fictional 'Arconia’.
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e W9 assic ye contemporar, grand yet familiar.
P il e ~ The Upper West Side is a neighborhood of
TN §torlesfwa|_t|ng for you to write your own.
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