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The Church – Redemption - Blessed Hope

What is the church?

The church is made up of believers from the time of Pentecost until the Rapture of the church.

How did the church come to be?

Israel did not recognize Jesus as their Messiah when He arrived on the prophesied date of the 10th of Nisan in 32 AD.  This concluded the 69th 7.  This concluded the first Jewish Era.

God has temporarily put the Nation of Israel on hold and is now drawing to Himself a body of believers from the Gentile nations.  This body of believers is called the church.

Eph 2:11-22

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands —  

12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 

15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 

16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 

17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 

18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household
When did the church begin?

The church began at Pentecost with the pouring out of the Holy Spirit.

How do you become a member of the church?

Romans 1:16 – To be saved you must believe the gospel.

The gospel is explained in 1 Cor:15 1-4 as three points

1) Jesus died for your sins

2) He was buried

3) He was raised from the dead on the 3rd day.

To become a member of the church, you must believe the gospel.

To remain a member of the church, you must continue to believe those 3 points.

While on the earth, what is the church supposed to do?

We have instructions in the form of the New Testament Epistles.  

We have 15 books of the New Testament and the book of Acts.

These books are written specifically to the Church.

Reading and understanding the 15 New Testament Epistles provides

1) An understanding of who God is

2) An understanding of who you are as a member of the church

3) An understanding of what God’s plan is

4) An understanding of where you are in that plan.

Knowing the principles found in these 15 books will provide the believer with

1) Knowledge

2) Understanding

3) Belief

4) Hope
5) Faith
New Church

1 Thess 1:1-7

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 

3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Eph 1:7-8, Acts 10:43, Gal 1:3-4, Rev 1:5)
4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 

5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

(Eph 1:13)
6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Thess 1:10

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. NASU
Paul gives us a nugget in chapter 3 of this letter to the church at Thessalonica.

1 Thess 3:9-10

9 For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account, 

10 as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?  NASU
How do you complete what is lacking in a person’s faith?

You fill in what is missing about their understanding of God’s plan for the future.

Mature Church

Eph 1:1-19

19 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are at Ephesus and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

5 In love, He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 

8 which He lavished on us.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Eph. 1:11-19 

11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 

12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 

13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 

16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. 

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. 

NASU
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Eph 2:19-22

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 

22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. NASU

Principles of the Church

2 Peter 1:1-3

1 Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:

 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

(Col 1:9-11)
2 Peter 1:19

19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How long does the church exist?

There is a certain number of Gentiles that must be saved to fill the church.

When this number is reached, then the church is completed.

This is referred to as the “Fullness of the Gentiles”

(Rom 11:25)
What happens to the church, when the time frame of the church has concluded?

God returns to take His bride to heaven in an event called the Rapture of the Church.

Who is the Rapture for?

The Rapture is specifically for the Church.  
(1Peter 1:3-6)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What happens at the Rapture of the Church?  

All Church Age Believers receive their glorified bodies and return to heaven with Jesus.

(Phil 3:20-21, 1 Thess 4:13-17)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(1 Cor 15:51-54)
What is the purpose of the Rapture of the Church?

To protect His bride from the wrath that is to come.  What is the wrath that is to come?  The Tribulation Period or the Day of the Lord. 

(1 Thess 5:9, 1 Thess 1:6, Rev 3:10)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2 Cor 5:6-9)
What are the warnings that the church is given?

· Do not allow anyone to move you away from the hope of the Gospel (Col. 1:21-23)


· See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy (Col. 2:8-10)

· Beware of False Prophets and False Teachers. (2 Peter:2:1-3)
· Let no one deceive you. (2 Thes.2:3)
· Don’t fall away from your faith by paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons (1Tim 4:1)

· Pay close attention to your teachings so that others can be saved through your teaching of the truth (1Tim 4:16)

· Avoid churches where they don’t tolerate the truth but only want to have their ears tickled (2Tim4:3-4)

We are to grow up.

Eph 4:14-15

14 We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,

Why do we have these warnings?  Because there are forces at work that desire to tear you out of the hands of Jesus.  

These forces are not physical.  Rather, these forces are spiritual in nature.

Don’t forget that members of the church are given EVERY spiritual blessing.

These spiritual blessings allow us to fight this spiritual battle victoriously.

(Eph 6:12-13, 2 Cor 10:3-5)
Summary

(Titus 2:11-14)
The Church began at (Pentecost) and will remain until Jesus returns to gather His Church at the (Rapture of the Church).

Until that time we are to grow in ……..

Knowledge 

Wisdom 

Belief

Hope 
Faith
We are to know ……….

Who God is

Who we are

What God’s plan is

Where we are in that plan

This can be done by studying God’s directions to the church found in the book of Acts and the remaining 15 Epistles.
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