

Main Topic of Peter’s 1st letter– How to live as a believer in Jesus Christ while living among non-believers

2 Sub - Themes

· Expect to suffer at the hands of the unsaved

· How to prepare yourself to tolerate that suffering.

1) Expect to suffer at the hands of the unsaved

(1 Peter 2:20, 1 Peter 2:21, 1 Peter 3:14, 1 Peter 4:1, 1 Peter 4:12, 
1 Peter 4:14, 1 Peter 4:16)
How do we prepare ourselves to tolerate that suffering?

For the believer, there is value in suffering. 

(1 Peter 1:6-7)
How do you suffer?

Jesus is our example.  He suffered at the hands of the non-believers and we can expect the same.

What is the ultimate goal of suffering?  To bring others to God. 

(1 Peter 3:17-18)
3 questions to consider
1) Do you have enough hope in you that the unsaved would want to know more about it?  In other words, do you have so much confidence in the future that God has planned for you that the unsaved would become curious enough to ask you about it?

2) Do you have a ready defense regarding that hope?  Can you present the gospel in an accurate and convincing fashion in order to provide the evidence regarding the hope that you have? 

(1 John 5:9, 11-12)
3) Are we really willing to suffer?

(Rom 12:10-12, 2 Cor 12:7-9)
What is the purpose of prayer?  

The purpose of prayer is that I would get in line with God’s will on earth.  

(Col 1:9-10)
New Prayer request

· To be filled with the knowledge of God’s will 

· To persevere through tribulations while relying on God’s grace.

How to prepare yourself to tolerate suffering 
· Peter tells us to prepare our minds for action
· Keep sober

· Fix your hope completely on the grace to brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

· Long for the pure milk of the word 
· Grow in respect to salvation
· Entrust your soul to a faithful creator.

1 Peter 5:1-14

1 Therefore, I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed  

2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 

3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 

An elder is a believer that has more scriptural and spiritual maturity than those around him.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5b and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 

6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 
(Col 1:21-23)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Rom 10:17, Luke 18:15-17, Matt 18:3-4, Matt 19:14-15, 
Matt 21:14-17)
10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. 

(Col 1:22-23)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11 To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

12 Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him), I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it! 

13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, and so does my son, Mark. 

14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.

Peace be to you all who are in Christ. NASU

1 Peter 5:12

:12 I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

Grace for today

1 Peter 1:3-5

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  NASU

This is what we are supposed to do as we live in this world and suffer for doing what’s right.

1 Peter 1:13

:13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  NASU
This is the grace that we are to fix our hope on completely.  This is the grace that will be brought to us at the Rapture of the Church.

1 Peter 5:10

10 After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.  NASU
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