

Eph 3:1-13

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles —  

2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you; 

3 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 

What is the reason?

Ephesians 2:19-22

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 

20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  

21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 

22 in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4 By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 

What did he write in brief? 
Eph 2:11-18

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision" by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands —  

12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

14 For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 

15 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, 

16 and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity. 

17 AND HE CAME AND PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO WERE NEAR; 

18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5 which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 
6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7 of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power.
8 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,
Paul moved on from his past.  
Philippians 3:13-16

13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 

14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15 Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have this attitude; and if in anything you have a different attitude, God will reveal that also to you; 
16 however, let us keep living by that same standard to which we have attained.  NASU

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9 and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Luke 23:33-34

33 When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. 

34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." NASU

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10 so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 1:10-12

10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, 

11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 

12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things into which angels long to look. NASU

11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
WHAT ELSE HAPPENS THROUGH FAITH?

Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 

9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
Gal 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
Gal 2:15 "We are Jews by nature and not sinners from among the Gentiles; 

16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 
Phil 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 

9 and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, 
Heb 6:11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 

12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 
2 Tim 3:14 You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 

15 and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
Finally, what is faith?

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory. 
How can we know the love of Christ here on earth?

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 

16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 

17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 

19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
KEY POINT – YOU CAN’T RECEIVE LOVE FROM SOMEONE YOU DON’T KNOW.

PERSPECTIVE - 

We have a King.  The finest King the world has ever known.  No matter how tough the going gets, follow your King because He is powerful and He is not going to surrender and He is not going to lose and HE LOVES YOU. 
20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 

21 to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.
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