

The 4 W’s

Who God is
Who you are

Where we are in time

What is the plan

Tonight we will be focusing on “Who You Are” and what to expect on your journey.

2 Cor 5:17

17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come. NASU
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do we become in Christ?
Rom 10:9-10

9 - - - if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 

10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. NASU

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Then we are protected by FAITH
1 Peter 1:1, 3-5

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who reside as aliens, 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. NASU
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is FAITH?
Heb 11:1

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. NASU

Faith is the assurance of future things we have knowledge of.

How do we get the FAITH?

Phil 1:8-11

8 For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, 

10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; 

11 having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. NASU
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
We get the FAITH by gaining real knowledge of the TRUTH and using discernment to dismiss all the false teaching.

On earth there is a TRUTH battle for the mind and soul of every individual.
John 14:6 (to Thomas)
6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. NASU

Matt 7:13-14

13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 

14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. NASU
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1Tim 2:3-4

3 God our Savior, 

4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. NASU

TRUTH - One of the reasons that Jesus came.
John 18:37

37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 

32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 

NASU

Did they do it? _______
Have church members today done it? _______________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Heb 5:13-14

13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 

14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do we discern good and evil or truth and lies?

Test everything.
1 Thess 5:21

21 But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good; 

NASU

Acts 17:10-11

10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. NASU

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do we do that? With a helper that guides us into the knowledge of the truth.

John 14:16-17

16 "I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 

17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. NASU

John 16:13

13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. NASU

The Spirit of Truth is our TRUTH guide!!

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
John 17:13-17 (Jesus prayer)
13 "But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. 

14 "I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

15 "I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 

16 "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. NASU

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
John 17:20

20 "I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; NASU

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do not be deceived

Why is truth a major topic? Because truth is the only way to get on the narrow way and to stay on the narrow way.
Matt 24:4

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. NKJV
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Col 2:8

8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. NASU
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
False Teaching

2 Tim 4:3-4

3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 

4 and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2 Peter 2:1-3

1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

2 Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 

3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. NASU
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rev 2:2 (Ephesus)
2 'I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; NASU

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Acts 20:28-32 (Ephesus)
28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

29 "I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 

30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. 

31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears. 

32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. NASU
How are the sanctified sanctified? With the truth!!! (Jn 17:17)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The basic Biblical truth statement -
If you reject the truth, you must believe a lie.  
Principle - 

We can only know the “Truth” if we are willing to give up, at any moment, anything that we believe we previously understood as truth in response to a fresh new contradicting insight that is undeniable true.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
On earth we have a war, a war with no boundaries. This war involves everyone. What are the basics for this war for the believer during the church era?
Eph 6:10-19

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. 

11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 

14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 

16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, 

19 and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, NASU
None of this armor is available without the first - TRUTH

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the enemies prime weapon? Deception
We are more vulnerable to Satan's deception than to any of his
other schemes. Why? Because when he tempts you or accuses you, you know it, but when he deceives you, you don't know it. If he
can enter your church, your home, or your mind undetected and get
you to believe a lie or not believe the truth, he can control your life, home and ministry. Sad to say, he is doing just that across our land by deceiving many people.

You cannot overcome Satan's deception by human reasoning; you can only do it by God's revelation. Jesus said, "If you abide in My
word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31, 32).
Jesus prayed, "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word s truth"
(John 17:17). It is critical that when you put on the armor of God, you start with the belt of truth (Ephesians 6:14). The light of truth is the only valid weapon against the darkness of deception.


ADDED:  You will not know who to use the armor against unless you 

know the truth.  You need to know the truth before you get into the battle.

What happens if we believe false teaching or do not believe truth teaching?
Eph 4:11-15

11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 

15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, NASU
On what basic fundamental subjects are we tossed here and there by and carried about by every wind of doctrine?
Same sex marriage.
Representative Theory of Perception

BLM
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Salvation – salvation prayers – predestined
TRUTH - 
Rom 10:9-10

if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 

10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. NASU

Old covenant preaching applied to the church - Jer 29:11 – OC ended at the TE. TRUTH - The NC began at Pentecost, 32 AD.
Eternal security – OSAS – TRUTH - 37 sets of verses in the NC
Eschatology – Anything not pre-tribulation rapture – TRUTH – Pre-tribulation rapture is the only prophetic perspective that has no contradicting verses in scripture.
Other message flags to watch for – 

· Topical teaching – psychology, finances, diet

· Doesn’t use a valid translation – NASB, NKJV

· Is anti-Israel - remember Israel wins
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Perspective – few know the Bible. They may know a lot, but they don’t know the Bible.
To be victorious here on earth, you need to know, understand, believe and have hope and faith in the truth.

John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 

32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 

NASU

Matt 7:13-14

13 "Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 

14 "For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it. NASU
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is our Mission.
2 Cor 10:3-5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ NASU
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
False teaching/communication of God’s Word results in many ending up on the broad road. Our goal is to stay on the narrow way and help as many believers as possible stay on it as well. We stay on the narrow way by believing only true knowledge and using discernment to avoid the false. This journey we are on will be exciting.

What is our source of truth, our offensive weapon, our sword? God’s Word
This is what God says about our sword. 
Rev 22:18-19

18 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 

19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book. NASU
There is only one truth and one sword.

Do not mess with the sword!!!!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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