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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Acts 17:1-10

1 Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 

2 And according to Paul's custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 

3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ." 

4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a number of the leading women. 

5 But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people. 

6 When they did not find them, they began dragging Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, "These men who have upset the world have come here also; 

7 and Jason has welcomed them, and they all act contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus." 

8 They stirred up the crowd and the city authorities who heard these things. 

9 And when they had received a pledge from Jason and the others, they released them. 

10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Thessalonians 3:5-8

5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor would be in vain. 

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you, 7 for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction we were comforted about you through your faith; 8 for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Definition:

Hope – Confident expectation 
Definition:

Faith – Assurance of things we have confident expectation (hope) in 

Biblical definition

Hebrews 11:1

11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1 Thess 1:1-10

1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; 

3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 

4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 

5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 

9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Review of the verses:
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
1  Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 

2  We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our prayers; ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Definitions:

Grace – receiving good things that you don’t deserve.

Peace - peace refers to the inner tranquility and poise of a saved person whose trust is in God through Christ and is receiving the good things they don’t deserve..
Mercy – Not receiving what you do deserve 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father, 
4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 

5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did God choose you?

2 Thessalonians 2:13-15

13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth. 
14 It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us. NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is the gospel?
1 Cor 15:1-4

1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 

2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures NASU

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition:

Believe – Trusting something of the past to be true without any doubts 

What is important to us? - Base your belief on the truth (factual evidence).

KEY POINT – A person can’t choose to be saved, a person believes to be saved!!
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9 For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, 

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come. NASU

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

KEY POINT – God keeps His Word
KEY POINT #2 – You are living near the end of the church era.  You, as a believer, need to know how to live during this time. That is a major topic of the New Covenant epistles.

ANSWER THE 3 OPENING QUESTIONS

What is the difference between churches; 1st century and today?

Ans – scripture knowledge, particularly prophecy

Why is it important to know the difference?

Ans – the only way you can understand NT epistles

What is the significance of knowing future Biblical prophesied events?


1. It is the only way you can know who you are.


2. It is the only thing that produces faith.


3. That faith enables God’s protection for you!!!

1 Peter 1:3-5

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. NASU

The main purpose of the epistles is that we would know:

- Who ______________

- Who ______________

- Where _________________

- What’s _________________
When God’s plan for people, nations and this world moves from the pages of the Bible to the depths of our hearts, it will make a huge difference because then and only then will we know who we really are!!!!!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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