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Review
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(1Thess 2:13-14, 1Thess 1:5)

Tonight’s question.

Is today’s modern church doing a better job than the early church?

(1Thess 5:25)

2Thessalonians 3:1-18
1 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also with you; 

2 and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(1Thess 1:5-7, 1Thess 3:10, Rom 8:28)
Dan 3:16-25
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an answer concerning this matter. 

17 "If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. (FAITH)

18 "But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 

20 He commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in order to cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 

21 Then these men were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and their other clothes, and were cast into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 

22 For this reason, because the king's command was urgent and the furnace had been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 

23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire still tied up. 

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, "Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?" They replied to the king, "Certainly, O king." 

25 He said, "Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods!"

A person that is lacking in faith is…

· Focused on worldly things (Self, health, comfort, career)

· They are disturbed by afflictions (often surprised that they are in the middle of a trial)

A person that is further along in his maturity is

· Focused on eternal things (Souls of Man, the Word of God, God’s Plan)

· Steadfast in afflictions.  (not surprised in the trials that he is in, but seeks to glorify God in it – why?  He realizes that his comfort is not from this earth, but his comfort is guaranteed eternally)

(Eph 1:16-17, Col 1:9-11, Eph 1:16-19)
When praying for your believing friends, instead of praying for their healing or their comfort, how about praying………

· They would grow in their knowledge and understanding of who they are in the Lord (this comes from studying His word – we need to encourage them to study God’s word)

· They would grow closer to the Lord as they commit to going through the trial instead of around it.

· Jesus would be glorified by their response to their trial. 

3 But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.  

4 We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command. 

5 May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(John 16:13, 2Thess 3:4, 1Thess 2:13, 1Peter 1:13)
The only way to accomplish those things is to be sanctified by the Spirit and develop faith in the truth.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition (words) which you received from us.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame. 

15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.) 

(1 Cor 5:9-13)
7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, 

8 nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you; 

9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example. 

10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. 

11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 

12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame. 

15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2Thess 2:2-32, Thess 2:15)
We are not to associate with brothers that

1) Are quickly shaken from their composure by a spirit or a message of a letter as if it were from Paul.  (shaken by false teaching)

2) Those that are deceived

3) Those that do not stand firm and hold to the words of this letter.

16 Now may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and this is a distinguishing mark in every letter; this is the way I write. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is today’s modern church doing a better job than the early church?
What should we be doing?

1) You are commanded to make judgment calls of the believers (1Cor. 9-13) 

2) Keep away from the unruly believers (vs. 6)

3) If they do not obey the commands of Paul, we should not associate with them (vs. 14) 

4) Do not associate with them but do not treat them as an enemy.  Admonish them as a brother. (vs. 15)
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