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NEED – Pointer

PPT1-Put up as soon as possible
Announcements – 
- WNB – hischannel.com

Opening prayer - 
- We worship and praise your name 

- Loving us, caring for us, wanting us and giving us something significant to do for the rest of our lives

- Forgiveness of all of our sins

- Set aside

- Solicit real teacher the HS

- Jesus promised – lead us into the truth and tell us what is to come

- Know the truth.  Our prayer is for insight, inspiration, discernment, wisdom and revelation.


PPT 3

QUESTION TO BE ANSWERED TONIGHT – 

What is the single key item that brings peace, freedom, rest, power and salvation to a believer on earth?

We have said in the past sessions that this is a lofty book.  If you haven’t sensed that before, I think you will tonight.  Tonight we will learn how God has provided a way for us to receive all the spiritual blessings He has for us.
Thessalonians, our last study was for a new group of believers with only 3 weeks of training by the Apostle Paul. The believers at Ephesus had 3 years of training. They knew more than anyone in this room!!!!

REVIEW – 
Explaining comments (in parenthesis and ariel text) inserted among the actual verses (times new roman text).
READ WITHOUT COMMENTS -
Ephesians 1:9-14

9 He (God) made known to us the mystery of His (God) will, according to His kind intention which He (God) purposed in Him (Jesus)
10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. In Him (Jesus)
We have a view of the administration that will be applied in regard to the times to follow.  All of the administrations are governed by Christ.  What are the times – church, trib, mill, NJ (eternity). More on this to follow.
PPT 5 – time line – The church era time line
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11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined (being members of the chosen) according to His (God) purpose who works all things after the counsel of His (God) will, 

12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His (Jesus) glory. 

13 In Him (Jesus), you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him (Jesus) with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

That is your initial step of salvation (explain)
14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His (God) glory.
READ :15-19a – then dissect.  This letter is like having a field with diamonds in it and every time you go out into it, you find at least one more. Tonight you may find many.
Our first five verses for tonight – 

Ephesians 1:15-19a
15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 

16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my (Paul) prayers; 

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit (personal) of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him (Jesus). 

18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His (Jesus) calling, what are the riches of the glory of His (Jesus) inheritance in the saints, 

19a and what is the surpassing greatness of His (Jesus) power toward us who believe.  NASU


This section of the letter is about taking the Ephesian elders to a higher level of personal spiritual wisdom, revelation and power.

Eph 1:15-23

15 For this reason I too, having heard of the faith (assurance of things you have confident expectation) in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all the saints, 

What is the reason – the previous 6 verses

- predestined

- heard the truth

- believed the truth

- sealed in Christ by the Holy Spirit

- HS pledge towards their inheritance

REREAD – using faith definition

16 do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; 

Paul is praying for them.  What is he praying? (next verse)

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit (personal) of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him (Jesus). 

“spirit” – is that the HS?  NO - Small “s” indicating a personal spirit.


What is the definition of “wisdom”

PPT 7
Wisdom – Merriam Webster – worldly definition: 
knowledge that is gained by having many experiences in life
That wisdom may have worked in the past, but it is totally inadequate for today. What did the Apostle Paul have to say about worldly wisdom?
PPT 8
1 Cor 1:20

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? NASU

PPT 9
1 Cor 3:19-20

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS"; (Job 5:13)
20 and again, "THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS." (Ps 94:11) NASU

PPT 10
1 Cor 2:12-14

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God, 

13 which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised (understood, discerned or judged). NASU
:13 – Not words taught by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit. 

Bottom line – 
PPT 13

Our wisdom is based on God’s Word, including information of the past, present and future.  The world’s wisdom is missing the third key ingredient, “the future.”
Therefore, worldly wisdom is vastly inferior to Spiritual Biblical wisdom!!!!

Example – Today - Israel is deeply concerned about Iran making a nuclear bomb because they believe it is very possible they would use it on them.  We know that Israel is not going to be destroyed by a nuclear bomb, but Netanyahu and the leaders of the nation do not know that!! 
Why? Because we know a lot about the future major events for Israel and the church.

What is that called? Foreknowledge!!!

Isa 42:6-9

6 "I am the Lord, I have called You in righteousness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, And I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, As a light to the nations, 

7 To open blind eyes, To bring out prisoners from the dungeon And those who dwell in darkness from the prison. 

8 "I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images. 

9 "Behold, the former things have come to pass, Now I declare new things; Before they spring forth I proclaim them to you." 

NASU
Rev 1:3

3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. NASU

Rev 19:10

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy NASU
Why do we need to know the prophecies of this book? 

Answer – Because we are __________________. Everyone on earth is __________________, whether they believe it or not!!!
:17 What is the definition of a revelation – 

PPT 15
Revelation - Revealing, disclosure or unveiling of something previously unseen.  
Example – the unveiling of a new sculpture.

This would be something that a person could not have known in advance.

Can anything from the past be a revelation? NO
Another example – Christian who thought they were going to heaven for all eternity when they died.  It is a “revelation” when they find out they will receive a glorified body and will be returning to earth.


Back to the Ephesians verse- 
:17 Where does a spirit of wisdom and revelation come from?  The knowledge of Jesus.

Who thinks they would like to have a spirit of wisdom and revelation?????  (hands)
:17 Wisdom and revelation are two of the most valuable things a born again Spirit filled believer can possess on earth!

Knowledge of Christ verses - 

PPT 17
John 17:3

 3 "This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. NASU

Not know “about”, “know you”.

Let’s consider someone we all know something about. The president. We all know something about him, but I doubt any of us actually know him. We do not have a personal relationship with him.
As far as this example goes, that is most likely a good thing.

PPT 18
Colossians 2:1-3

1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 

2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ Himself,  

3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

Looking back at :17

17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit (personal) of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him (Jesus).

Knowledge - epignosis (ep-ig'-no-sis); full discernment, full acknowledgement

Since wisdom and revelation is dependent upon the knowledge of Jesus Christ – what do we know about Jesus?

OVERVIEW

Personal characteristics?

Specific things in regard to him?

Pass out handout after discussion.

KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS

- Love – Rom 8:38-39
Nothing can separate us
- Paid our price - Mk 10:45
His life a ransom for many
- Promised to redeem us – Jn 14:1-3
Will come back for us
- Brought the truth – Jn 18:37
To testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.
- He always does what His Father asks
WHAT ARE SOME SPECIFICS IN REGARD TO HIM

Past - Judaism
- Born in Bethlehem

- Baptism
- Taught Judaism for 3 ½ years
- Triumphal entry 
Present – Church era

- Olivet Discourse

- Last supper

- Cross

- Penalty paid

- Empty tomb – resurrection
- Ascension

- Sent the Holy Spirit

- Intercedes for the saints
- Message to the church (Rev)
- Redeems the saints (rapture)
In heaven – 7 years

- Opens the book of 7 seals
- Greatest celebration in the Bible

- Marriage

- Second coming

Back on Earth - 

- Armageddon
- Judgement of the talents and the nations
- Millennial kingdom

- Great White Throne Judgment

Eternity - 

- New Jerusalem with us
Do you know anyone better than this?


18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His (Jesus) calling, what are the riches of the glory of His (Jesus) inheritance in the saints, 

19a and what is the surpassing greatness of His (Jesus) power toward us who believe.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
KEY PERSPECTIVE - 

What is the wisdom and knowledge of Jesus that Paul is focusing on? What enlightenment does He want them to have?
1:15 – Faith

1:18 – Hope (1:12)
1:18 – Inheritance (1:11, 1:14)
What do all of these have in common? They are focused on what Jesus will do in the _________________!!!!
Remember “faith”, although it is only used once here, is found 222 times in the New Covenant!!!!

Heart (“eyes of your heart only here”)

Paul wants to enlighten them, he wants them to see more than before, he wants to raise the power level of these elders.

Note: There is no mention of the Old Covenant Jesus (21-11-19-12).
3 whats – Jn 18 & 19
- #1 - “what is the hope of his calling.”  Confident expectation.  

“Calling” – 

NT:2821 - klesis (klay'-sis); from a shorter form of NT:2564; an invitation (figuratively):

KJV - calling.

An invitation to meet the most incredible person who has ever lived and to take the most magnificent journey that no man has ever taken before. No natural man has even dreamt it!!
- #2 – “what are the riches of the glory of “His” inheritance in the saints”

First glory item happens at the rapture. We receive glorified bodies.  How is that for a glorious start??
- #3 - “what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe”


We need to know what kind of power it is.

NT:1411 - dunamis (doo'-nam-is); from NT:1410; force (literally or figuratively); specially, miraculous power (usually by implication, a miracle itself):

Where we get dynamite, but this is more powerful than dynamite.

KEY POINT – Key concern today is confirming we have the truth to establish a spirit of wisdom and revelation on.  
Who wants to know the truth?

- Very few with enough desire to actually look for it!!!!

Think of this, many have physically sacrificed everything over the past two millenniums to bring the message to a few.  Don’t let their lives be wasted where you are concerned.

The search for the truth is the most exciting journey on earth for an individual, yet very few are on it.

The search has become more difficult today because of the abundance of false teaching and the deceiving thinking that says anything you hear that claims to be Christian is OK.

DISCERNMENT

- Discernment is essential

- Worldly information is an obvious place to use discernment and most professing Christians are fully aware of that and use it.

- Discernment for corporate Church messages is another issue.

- Remember the differences in the first century Biblical churches and today’s congregations (refer to Thess and the difference between the early church and the denominations of today. Paul’s teaching focused on Jesus and His future plans and purpose.)

PPT 20
Vance Havner (1901 – 1986) said, "Nothing is more rare in churches today than discernment. The natural man knows nothing of it, the carnal man is devoid of it. Only the spiritual man has it and we have all too few in that category." 

Today, discernment is more essential than ever.  Remember this perspective.
PPT 21
PERSPECTIVE – The problem is two sided
You can be harmed as much by failing to believe something that is true as you can by believing something that is false.  


 JP Moreland

THE BATTLE IS FOR YOUR MIND

TRUTH PRINCIPLE

To know the truth, a person must be willing to set aside anything they have ever believed was true, when confronted with a contradicting undeniable fact from scripture, and then go back and resolve the inconsistency.

19b These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His (God) might 

20 which He brought about in Christ, when He (God) raised Him (Jesus) from the dead and seated Him (Jesus) at His (God) right hand in the heavenly places, 
This is a continuation of the power aspect of the previous sentence.

19a and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  

“In accordance” – How is the power “in accordance”? (conformity, agreement, conjunction, working jointly)  What was done for Jesus (the raising of the dead) is going to be done for us.  We know that, but is that the power being referred to here.  YES.  The difference is that the power is toward us or to us, not for us.  You may be the person that brings this power to an unsaved person for salvation or to a saved person who was showing signs that he/she may not persevere and overcome here on earth.

Remember, the power is working through you, it is not your power.  You are the conduit of the conductor.
21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 

Far above means there is no power that is even in the same class as the power that is being provided.  It is not clear whether this refers to earthly human powers or spiritual powers or both.  It doesn’t matter, because the power He is providing is obviously greater than any or all of those.  We have that power with us, regardless of where we are or what our circumstance is.  

This power is unique because it is an eternal power.

All the dynamite in the world, even nuclear bombs cannot keep one soul out of hell!!

God is looking at what we do with a view to the end of the church age when everyone that we had any part in bringing into the kingdom will be resurrected.  He is saying it is in accordance with what He did for Jesus.  

Do we need to think about that?  

God has all people on earth during the church era in two categories, saved and unsaved.  We are the only ones that can bring the power to cause the change from unsaved to saved or to build up the faith in the saved and secure their salvation!

Think about this – We have something significant to do for the rest of our lives.  There is no retirement from this activity.

22 And He (God) put all things in subjection under His (Jesus) feet, and gave Him (Jesus) as head over all things to the church, 

23 which is His (Jesus) body, the fullness of Him (Jesus) who fills all in all. NASU

KEY POINT – There is no power on earth greater than the name of “Jesus” when used by a believer.

The believers (church) are the ones who are messengers of all this.  

The awesomeness of His love and His plans for us may overwhelm our senses. If it does, it is a good thing, because it means we understand it or are beginning to understand it.

This is some strong food.  Are you having trouble digesting all of this?  If you are, I hope you have spiritual indigestion all week long. Especially if you don’t have the courage to bring up your question during Q & A. Review this.  Don’t let this get away from you.

How rich and blessed we are to be a child of God.
PPT 23
Question for tonight - What is the single key item that brings peace, freedom, rest, power and salvation to a believer on earth?

PPT 24
Answer – KNOWING JESUS!!!!!
Which one??? The New Covenant Jesus!!!


Prayer – 

Continue to guide us into more knowledge of the New Covenant Jesus

-We pray that our knowledge of Jesus will proceed from us to others that need to meet Him.
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