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Jesus – 7 Letters to 7 Churches
Revelation 2 & 3 – 10/7/25
Presented by Gene Dahler

INTRO - 
Jesus dictated these seven letters for believers living on earth to make them aware of the conditions existing in the churches. These letters are perhaps the best general description of the churches that have existed from 90 AD to today. We are going to read all 7 of these very short letters. Then discuss the key topics from all of them and then look at the amazing promises Jesus has for a unique group of people called overcomers.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Remember the basics:

Who is speaking, writing, dictating - Jesus

Who is being spoken to – Angel / people attending church

What is the subject – Church issues, warning, promises

When does it apply – Then (90 AD) until now 
THE CHURCHES

EPHESUS - Rev 2:1-6

1 "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: The One who holds the seven stars in His right hand, the One who walks among the seven golden lampstands, says this: 

2 ' I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you cannot tolerate evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they are not, and you found them to be false; 

3 and you have perseverance and have endured for My name's sake, and have not grown weary. 

4 'But I have this against you, that you have left your first love. 

5 'Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you and will remove your lampstand out of its place — unless you repent. 

6 'Yet this you do have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. NASU

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SMYRNA - Rev 2:8-10

8 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:  The first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life, says this: 

9 'I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich), and the blasphemy by those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

10 'Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life. NASU

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PERGAMUM - Rev 2:12-16

12VAnd to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: 

13 'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

14 'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to commit acts of immorality. 

15 'So you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

16 'Therefore repent; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THYATIRA - Rev 2:18-25

18 "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:  The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished bronze, says this: 

19 ' I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance, and that your deeds of late are greater than at first. 

20 'But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, and she teaches and leads My bond-servants astray so that they commit acts of immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 

21 ' I gave her time to repent, and she does not want to repent of her immorality. 

22 'Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds. 

23 'And I will kill her children with pestilence, and all the churches will know that I am He who searches the minds and hearts; and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds. 

24 'But I say to you, the rest who are in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not known the deep things of Satan, as they call them — I place no other burden on you. 

25 'Nevertheless what you have, hold fast until I come. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SARDIS - Rev 3:1-5

1 To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ' I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 

2 'Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 

3 'So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. 

4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHILADELPHIA - Rev 3:7-11

7 "And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:  He who is holy, who is true, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, and who shuts and no one opens, says this: 

8 ' I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 

9 'Behold, I will cause those of the synagogue of Satan, who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie — I will make them come and bow down at your feet, and make them know that I have loved you. 

10 'Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 

11 ' I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. NASU

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LAODICEA - Rev 3:14-20

14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God, says this: 

15 ' I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were cold or hot. 

16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 

17 'Because you say, " I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 

18 I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that  the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 

19 ' Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 

20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me. NASU

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Subject definitions:

Synagogue of Satan  – A reference to Jewish synagogues that were persecuting Christians. In Rev 3:9, they bow down at your feet.
Nicolaitans - The Greek name "Nicolaus" means "to conquer the people." It refers to the development of a priestly caste (clergy) in the church that throws aside the common believers, creating a distinct "clergy" and "laity" in which the former lords it over the latter.

General overview:

Jesus has provided us a general observation of churches and the various things that happen in them, both good and bad. The emphasis is not on getting unsaved people saved, it is about believers being overcomers, making it to the end. He has also told the members some specific things they must do or understand. Here is a list of those things.
· If you have fallen remember from where you have fallen and do the deeds you did at first. – Ephesus

· Hold fast to what you have – Thyatira

· Wake up – strengthen what remains – Sardis

· Keep My Word – Philadelphia

· Do not deny My Name – Philadelphia

· If you don’t know Jesus, open the door – Laodicea
· Be faithful until death – Smyrna 
· Hold fast Jesus’ name - Pergamum

· Do not deny Jesus’ faith – Pergamum 
· Do not tolerate Nicolaitans – Pergamum & Ephesus 
· Do not tolerate false teaching – Pergamum, Ephesus & Thyatira
· People can make it to heaven, even in a dead church, although it may only be a few. - Sardis

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
All the church letters close with a promise to the overcomers in that church.
What is an overcomer?

1 John 5:4

4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world — our faith. NASU
Rev 21:7

7 " He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What things?
Rev 21:2-5
2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 

4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 

5 And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true." NASU
Five of the seven are churches with concerning characteristics. Smyrna and Philadelphia had no criticism. Remember, it is only 30 years after Paul & Peter.
What does the safest church for believers do? It teaches God’s Word.

Rev 3:8 (Philadelphia)
8 'I know your deeds. Behold, I have put before you an open door which no one can shut, because you have a little power, and have kept My word, and have not denied My name. NASU

How does a church keep God’s Word? It has to:

· Have it – (sound theology) 
· Preach / teach from a word for word translation
· Know it is significant and true

· Preach/teach God’s Word in context 
· Focus on the truth, not on attendance or revenue 

· Avoid teaching other subjects
· Preach/teach Jesus’ faith messages (Revelation)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
However, 5 of our 7 churches are evidently not into teaching scripture to make disciples, but into churchianity (encouragement, fellowship, entertainment, conduct, non-truth messages).
The key question – can people retain their salvation, even in a churchianity church.  YES However, there may not be many.

Rev 3:4-5 (Church at Sardis)

4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 

5 'He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels NASU
If you are a believer, a potential future overcomer, as you sit here today, what could prevent you from receiving these incredible promises?

Jesus warned us that not continuing in the truth of God’s Word could lead people in the churches astray and cause us to not receive the promises or to lose our position as an overcomer. Satan, the Harlot and the world are very interested in taking those promises from you.  5 of our 7 churches fell victim to this due to false teaching or distractions.

The only way today to acquire the faith to be an overcomer until you depart earth is to apply discernment to every church message you hear.  
Key Point – Exercise Discernment

Today in many churches there exists more false teaching than truth with a focus on fellowship and worldly encouragement. However, it is discernment confirming the truth that is the key thing that will strengthen us to insure we will become overcomers. 
Remember what Jesus said.

Matt 24:4

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. NKJV
What are some indicators that you may be in a churchianity church? Ans – Use discernment when you hear unbiblical statements. What are preachers saying in a churchianity church? The following are some examples:
· There are good Christians on both sides of this topic
· We have agreed to disagree agreeably for the sake of unity 
· Says or implies that transliterations or paraphrases are scripture 
· Claims Bible prophecy cannot be understood or is not important 
· Have the perspective that the church has permanently replaced Israel
· Does not teach the blessed hope, the rapture of the church
· You are saved by saying a prayer

· Once saved, always saved

· When a believer dies, they go to heaven and stay for all eternity

· The judgment of the nations applies to us (Mt 25)

· Our goal is to hear “well done, good and faithful servant”.  (Mt 25)

· The churches mission is to reach the world with the good news so Jesus can return (Mt 24:14) (Rev 14:6-7)
What, most likely, are the people saying that attend a churchianity church?
· I love my pastor 
· I love the worship
· My kids love the youth program

· The people there are very friendly 
· My kids went to college and graduated atheist!!

· I’m concerned that some (maybe me) started out on fire, but the fire dwindled and perhaps went out.

How does that happen? It can only happen if that saved person does not know Jesus and does not have faith in God’s plans. Were they really saved? That doesn’t matter, they are not saved now.
Question - Should we be concerned if a person claiming to be a Christian is really saved? Answer – YES.

Question – How do we know if a person is saved?
Observable criteria - 

· They have a desire to know and understand God’s Word.  (Jn 16:13)

· They have a sincere concern for the unsaved

· They have a sincere concern for immature Christians

What are we to be doing? We are to hear what the Spirit says to the churches! Seven times, at the end of every letter, we were told to hear what the Spirit says. 
What does the Spirit say?
John 16:13

13 "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. NASU

That is what He says!!

What are we to be doing?
2 Cor 10:3-5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 

4 for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 

5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, NASU 

What is this? It is a truth battle.

Elsewhere, Jesus had this to say about the truth.
John 8:31-32

31 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 

32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 

NASU

John 17:17

17 " Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. NASU

John 18:37

37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, " You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” NASU
THE KEY TO KNOWING THE TRUTH - You must be willing to set aside anything that you ever thought was true when confronted with a Biblical contradicting fact. 
The church at Philadelphia is a church that knew the truth from the Word, it has the best report card and a majority of its members are overcomers. Jesus confirmed the door was open for them.

That is the kind of church we all desire to be part of. 
+
Finally, today there is one significant thing different than the church situation in 95 AD when these letters were written. Remember:
“To the angel of the church in Laodicea”
What does that mean?  There is only one. Today we have a perfectly valid church option that the seven first century church members that Jesus wrote to evidently didn’t have. We can easily and conveniently change churches.

If you decide to consider changing churches with the goal to attend a church where you can learn more Biblical truth, ask the following questions to a leader in the church you are considering.

1.  What does a person have to do to be saved?


-   Answer – Truth - Believe the gospel. False – anything else.
2. When did the old covenant end and the new covenant begin?

· Answer – OC end – Truth - Triumphal entry. NC began – Pentecost. False- anything else.
3. Is it possible for a saved person to become unsaved?
· Answer – Truth – Yes. False – No – once saved, always saved.
4. What future prophecy perspective does this church teach?
· Answer – Truth - Pre-tribulation rapture. False – mid-trib, post-trib, post-millenial, etc.
If your desire is to grow in knowledge, belief, hope and faith in the truth, then you need to confirm the theology of a church before you consider becoming a member. If you have multiples to pick from, then consider the pastor, worship, friendliness, convenience, children’s program, etc.

So, much for now. How about the future?
As future overcomers, never forget the promises that you have from Jesus. Here are the faith building promises from the seven letters of Revelation 2 & 3.
Holy Spirit promises for all those that overcome

I will eat of the tree of life in the Paradise of God (Rev 2:7)

He will give me the crown of life (Rev 2:10)

I will not be hurt by the second death (Rev 2:11)

He will give me some of the hidden manna (Rev 2:17)

He will give me a white stone with a new name written on it that no one knows but me (Rev 2:17)

He will give me authority over the nations (Rev 2:26)

He will give me the Morning Star (Jesus) (Rev 2:28)

I will be clothed in white garments (righteousness) (Rev 3:5)

He will not erase my name from the book of life and will confess my name before His Father and before His angels (advocate) (Rev 3:5)

He will make me a pillar in the temple of God (Rev 3:12)

He will write on me the name of His God, the name of the city of His God, the New Jerusalem, and His new name (Rev 3:12)

He will grant to me to sit down with Him on His throne, as He also overcame and sat down with His Father on His throne. (Rev 3:21)

If you want to be encouraged, find all the promises that God has for you in the New Covenant. (Jn 12 – Rev 22)
These are all part of your identity.  As a faithful follower of Jesus, your self-image is not just your past to the present (birth, education, job, relationships, current church).  If that is all you have, you do not have a Biblical perspective of yourself and would not have a Biblical perspective for life.  Your true real self-image needs to include all of these things promised and many more that you will be learning about as we proceed through this incredible book. 
These promises are not some temporary benefit to life here on this passage through earth, these all have a glorious impact on us starting the instant we realize they are true and continue all the way into the New Jerusalem.

Live every day remembering the 4 Ws.
Who God is

Who you are

Where you are in time

What’s the plan

Doing so will change this declining world into your launch pad for the most amazing journey any person on earth has ever taken.
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