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Rev 1:9-19
9 I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
11 saying, "Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 
12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 
13 and in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden sash. 
14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire. 
15 His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.
16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210459837]17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last,  
18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.  NASU
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rev 1:5b-6
[bookmark: _Hlk210637352]5b Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood  
[bookmark: _Hlk210637434]6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father — to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. NASU
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John 18:37

1) John says, “To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood  
2) He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father

Ex 19:1-6
1 In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 
2 When they set out from Rephidim, they came to the wilderness of Sinai and camped in the wilderness; and there Israel camped in front of the mountain. 
3 Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 
4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 
5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 
6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel." NASU
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Rev 4:1-2
1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things."
2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. NASU

The rapture is a promised event that follows the conclusion of the church era.  At the rapture of the church, Jesus personally brings the souls of those in heaven that have believed the gospel, since the time of Pentecost, to the earth to obtain their glorified bodies.  Those believers in the gospel that are alive at the time of the rapture will skip death and be given their glorified bodies.  The entire church, in their glorified bodies, will then join Jesus in the clouds and all will return to heaven by passing through a door that only Jesus can open and only Jesus can close.  The entire church will then be escorted to the throne room of God.  The purpose of the rapture is to remove and protect the church or the “Bride of Christ” from the coming Tribulation Period.

When Does the Church Era End?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rom 11:25

Jesus Personally Comes for the Church

1 Thess 4:13-17
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
The Entire Church Will be Given Glorified Bodies
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 John 3:2, Phil 3:20-21

The Rapture Removes and Protects the Church from the Upcoming Tribulation Period.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk180481379][bookmark: _Hlk180481426]1 Thess 5:9-10, 1 Thess 1:10, Rev 3:10-11

The Church Will go Through a Very Specific Door
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk180480541]Rev 3:7-9

What is Absolutely Mandatory to Have in order to go Through This Door?

Matt 25:1-13
1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.  
2 "Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent.  
3 "For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them,  
4 but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps.  
5 "Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep.  
6 "But at midnight there was a shout, 'Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  
7 "Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.  
8 "The foolish said to the prudent, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  
9 "But the prudent answered, 'No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  
10 "And while they were going away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was shut.  
11 "Later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.'  
12 "But he answered, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.'  
13 "Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. NASU
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk180480624]Eph 1:13

Rev 4:8-11
8 And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say,

"HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME." 

9 And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever, 
10 the twenty-four elders will fall down before Him who sits on the throne, and will worship Him who lives forever and ever, and will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 
11 "Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created." NASU 

Rev. 5
1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 
2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 
2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?"
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 
4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 
6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 
7 And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John 16:33

6 And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John 1:29



8 When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9 And they sang a new song, saying,
"You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals;
For You were slain,
And have redeemed us to God by Your blood
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth." 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rev 2:26, Rev 22:5

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 
12 saying with a loud voice,
[bookmark: _Hlk210807486]"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."
13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying,

[bookmark: _Hlk210807742]"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." 

14 And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped. NASU
__________________________________________________________________

1 Peter 2:9-10
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