CITY OF PITT MEADOWS
Special (Public) Meeting of Pitt Meadows City Council
AGENDA

Tuesday, November 23, 2021, 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber
12007 Harris Road, Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 285

Council acknowledges that we meet on the traditional territory of the Katzie First Nation

THIS MEETING’S PROCEEDINGS WILL BE BROADCAST LIVE VIA THE CITY’S WEBSITE AND AVAILABLE AS A

RECORDED ARCHIVE

Pages

CALL TO ORDER

LATE ITEMS
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Recommended Motion:
THAT the agenda for the November 23, 2021 Special {Public) Meeting of Council be
approved.

QUESTION AND COMMENT PERIOD

Mayor Dingwall to introduce proposed changes to the Question and Comment period.

Maximum 15 minutes for each Q&C Period. One question or comment per speaker.
Three minutes per person. Please see the 'Public Engagement at Councif Meetings'
Policy on the City's website for rules and procedures.

To submit your comments in writing, please
visit pittmeadows.ca/submitquestionsandcomments.

This meeting’s proceedings will be broadcast live via the city’s website and available as
a recorded archive from the city’s website. Any information shared during the Q&C
Period will become part of the public record.



Recommended Motion:
WHEREAS the Community Charter and Local Government Act do not mandate the
provision of a “Question and Comment Period” during Council Meetings;

AND WHEREAS, the City of Pitt Meadows provides a variety of opportunities for
community engagement with Council, including email correspondence, online
engagement, public hearings, advisory committee meetings, and Engagement &
Priorities Committee meetings;

AND WHEREAS, other local governments have addressed challenges with public
engagement at Council meetings by canceling such opportunities altogether, restricting
the number of people who can speak, or limiting comments or questions to agenda
topics only;

AND WHEREAS, Council’s Procedure Bylaw broadly provides for two “Question and
Comment” periods at every regular Council meeting, one at the beginning of the
meeting and one at the end of the meeting, with the ‘Public Engagement at Council
Meetings’ Policy establishing 15 minute for each Q&C period, with discussion currently
allowed on any city-related topics;

AND WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the City and the Community to avoid the
following potential negative impacts of public engagement at Council meetings:

*  Unreasonably long meetings;

*  (Can take time away from thoughtful and informed discussions on current
agenda items or the advancement of current matters;

*  Can set a negative tone for the meeting and potentially deter other members
of the public from speaking to agenda items;

*  Can result in single issue advocacy that is at times rude or out-of-order,
coupled with misinformation presented at the meeting;

*  (Can result in repetitive questions previously answered or readily available on
the City’s website; and/or

*  (Canresult in loss of productive time if Council and staff must readdress
previously made decisions;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council:

A. Approve the focus of public engagement at regular Council meetings to
questions and comments related to agenda items only; AND

B. Approve an amendment to Council Policy C107 (Public Engagement at Council
Meetings) to reflect this change.
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