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The Loring Greenway Association (LGA) is a volunteer non-profit organization that partners with private and
public entities to preserve and enhance the Loring Greenway (Greenway), a premier urban garden and pedestrian
connection between Loring Park and the Nicollet Mall in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

2024 HEADLINES

LGA Wins DID Award Number 13

For a record 13 consecutive times, the
last seven for Best Large Green Space,
the Loring Greenway won a
Minneapolis Downtown Improvement
District Greening & Public Realm
Award. LGA volunteers attended the
DID awards ceremony on November 7.
This award represents approximately
3,000 hours of gardening and

administrative work by LGA volunteers that keeps the

Greenway beautiful.

LGA is First-Time Doors Open Minneapolis Venue

LGA was one of 105 Minneapolis venues on May 18-19 that gave visitors a look at their operations not normally
available to the public. Events Chair Judy Tucker wrote a self-guided walking tour for visitors to follow as they
strolled through the Greenway. Saturday coincided with LGA's planting day, showing visitors LGA’s dedicated
volunteers at work. “We had more than 120 visitors each day for Doors Open and may have recruited a few
volunteers,” remarked Tucker. “The visitors were impressed by the beauty of the Greenway and the sense of
community. It was just a splendid weekend on the Greenway.” (See photos page 5.)

City Dismantles Beloved Greenway Playground One is the Loneliest Number

On November 12, the City of Minneapolis Despite two plantings, only
Department of Public Works removed and a single sunflower grew
disassembled the Greenway’s beloved playground tall in summer 2024. LGA
citing safety concerns. Since the Greenway’s gardeners speculate that
inception, the playground has served as recreation seeds were overcome by
site for neighborhood families and surrounding frequent spring rain. We
schools. LGA leadership met with CM Katie hope hospitable conditions
Cashman and DPW staff on December 20 to will bring this popular
explore avenues to replace the playground. This flower back in 2025.
discussion led to a LGA-hosted community

meeting on January 30. LGA is committed to

restoring the playground over the next two years.
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PUBLIC PARTNERS

The City of Minneapolis has licensed LGA through its Downtown Minneapolis Greening Partnership Initiative to
perform three activity categories on the Greenway: plants, trees and activities/programs. LGA committee reports
found below describe how these activities categories were fulfilled in 2024.

The City of Minneapolis Public Works Department (DPW) is responsible for lawn care, snow, leaf and trash
removal, light bulb replacement and similar tasks on the Loring Greenway. LGA works with DPW to resolve safety
and infrastructure issues on the Greenway.

The Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Board Forestry Department (MPRB) is responsible for tree trimming and
removal on city property, including the Greenway.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

GARDENING COMMITTEE
The gardening committee performs the first (plants) and second (trees) activity categories listed in LGA’s license
agreement with the City of Minneapolis. (See gardening images pages 3-4.)

Members: Fred Aden (Garden Designer), Summer Badawi (professional gardener contractor), Bob Conlin (section
coordinator), Lee Frelich (native plants and tree advisor), Sue Jones (garden shed supervisor), Mary Alyce Krohnke
(master gardener, section co-coordinator), Peggy MacRae (master gardener, plant labels), Mary Maier (chair,
section co-coordinator), Maureen Meier (assistant chair, section co-coordinator), Gay Russell-Dempsey (section
co-coordinator), Claire Selkurt (master gardener), Marsha Weidenhammer (section coordinator).

The garden committee and 68 Adopt-a-Garden participants logged approximately 2,600 hours:
e Designing, enhancing, and replacing gardens.
e Selecting and installing plants to attract pollinators.
e Planting, watering, weeding, and tidying gardens.
e Identifying additions for native plant garden and drought resistant plants.
e Promoting tree health and diversification.
e Managing contract work with professional gardener, landscaper and tree specialists.
e Providing a welcoming and beautiful space for all.

ACTIVITIES/PROGRAMS COMMITTEE
Activities/programs is the third activity category listed in the license agreement. (See activities images pages 5-6.)

Member: Judy Tucker (chair) responsible for:
e Organizing children’s activities, including toy ducks to race down the fountain channel.
e Securing the Greenway’s designation as a Doors Open Minneapolis venue on May 18-19.
e Planning entertainment and refreshments for National Night Out on August 6.
e Arranging the LGA Volunteer and Donor Reception at Hyatt Regency Minneapolis on September 10.

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE
While not a part of the licensing agreement, LGA formed this committee to advise DPW on masonry, lighting,
irrigation and other repair issues.

Members: Richard Anderson, Don Buckley (irrigation), Greg Gout (tables and chairs, history panel), Mary Keefe,
Mary Maier, Laura Mattson, Maureen Meier, John Van Heel (chair). This committee recommended and
implemented infrastructure improvements by:

e Monitoring 2030 city capital renewal project for Greenway improvements.
Adding Greenway history panel to kiosks.
Refurbishing tables and chairs.
Installing seasonal lighting on trees.

NEWSLETTER: The Loring Greenway Association News was not published in 2024.
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Planting Day — May 18

Gardening Day - July 20

Gardens
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Gardens con’t
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EVENTS

Doors Open Minneapolis — May 18 and 19

National Night Out — August 6
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Volunteer and Donor Reception — September 10

2024 Loring Greenway Association Annual Report



FINANCES

Expenditures
LGA’s 2024 expenditures totaled $49,456.83 in the categories shown here.

2024 LGA EXPENDITURE CATAGORIES

Communications
2%

Landscaping
19%

Supplies & Equipment

2%
Events
1%
Plants
20%
Fundraising
3%
Infrastructure

7%

Professional Gardener
16%
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2024 LORING GREENWAY ASSOCIATION DONOR LIST

Contributions

LGA received 2024 contributions totaling $39,979 from donor types shown here.

2024 LGA DONOR TYPES

Corporate Matching Gifts

H Indvidual

Individual Donors | Donor Advised Funds
Anonymous

Robert Aderhold

Nancy Albrecht

Jean and Jon Albrightson
Woody and Cynthia Andrews
Nettie Andrews

Schwab Charitable Anonymous
Ellen Archibald

Karen Bachman

Virginia Barzan Charitable Fund
Ruth Benson

Berg Family Charitable Fund
Steve and Kristen Berns
Elizabeth Borman

Karen Bowen

David Braslau

Paul and Jane Brissett

Joel and Martha Brown

Don Buckley

Phyllis Campbell

Paula Carlson and Thomas Schattauer
Bonnie and Rob Carlson

Collins and Barbara Cavender
Carol Clarke

Van Clyde

Burton Buddy Cohen

Christine Cundall

Jack and Pat Davies
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H Neighborhod Associations

Tim and Rita Ebner

In honor of Ezra Chang Ebner
Suzanne Edwards
Helen Ehrlich
Judith Ericksen
Rose Escanan
Eric Eskola
Hope Esparolini
Mary Everett and Robert Briscoe
Richard and Adele Evidon
Janet Flagel
Betsy and Keith Ford
Maryfaith Fox
Shirley Frank
Terence Fruth and Mary McEvoy Family Fund

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Pali Gall
Stephen Gangstead
Gregory Gaut and Marsha Neff
Mark and Sherri Ginther
David Goldstein and Don Pastor
David and Rita Goodman
Ginny Agresti and Tom Graves
Bob and Sue Greenberg
Judy and Bob Gross
Tom Haigh and Karen Canon
John Harens and Gloria Perez
Lorraine Hart
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Kathleen Heaney

The Donald and JoAnne Heltner Charitable Fund

Hope Hensley Charitable Account

Nora and Dennis Hunchar Charitable Fund

Norm Jensen

Carol Johnson

Marty Jones

Sue Jones

Tina Jones and David Cassel

Tom Joyce

Ellen and Myron Just

Robert and Laura Kadwell

Miriam Karmel

Merry Keefe

Catherine Kelly

Tom and Michele Kenn

Jean Kennedy

Jared and Nancy Kieling

Joseph Kosmalski

Carol Ann and Ray Kroll

Robert and Venetia Kudrle

Bernie and Karen Kunkel

L and L Fund at Schwab Charitable

La Vonne Landsverk

Joyce Larson

Susan and Mark Lasoff

Tom and Kate Law

Diane Lawrence

John Leonhard and Ken Berland

Bill and Gloria Levin

Dean Lillestrand

Debra Linder

Mary Loftness

Linda Luksan and David Munn Charitable Account
at Schwab Charitable

Judy and Don Mackenzie

James Macknick and John Pemberton

Helmut and Mary Maier

Charles Malkerson and Carolyn Bauer Hall Il

Judy Marcouiller and Don Garner

Donald and Gail Marti

Sally Martineau

Laura Mattson

Lee Mauk and Russ Bursch

Maureen Meier

LaDonna Meinecke

Curt Micka

Curtis Micka Donor Advised Fund at Schwab Charitable

Tim Miley

Steve Millikan

Val Moeller

Jack and Regina Moore
Judith Morgan

Susan Morris

Diane Mortimer
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Joseph and Yvonne Mullen

Jim and Fran Mullin

Reuben Murray

Rev. Bruce and Jane Nelson

Ed and Deanna Newman

Jo Nichols

Andrea Nieves and Ajay Prakash
Glyn Northington

Reino Paaso and Connie Nowacki
Kevin and Sandra O'Brien
Andrew Odlyzko

Don Ostrom

Andreas and Susan Papanicolaou
Donna Peter

Nora Plesofsky

Gene and Pat Radecki

Michael Rankinen

Jane B. Ranum

Peter and Mary Ritten

Kenneth and Beth Roering Charitable Fund
Thomas and Gwynn Rosen
Russell-Dempsey FUND at Schwab Charitable
J D Samuelson

Dick and Jan Sandberg

Ann Sargent

Linda and John Satorius

Emily and Dan Shapiro

Bill and Roxanne Soth

Joan and Dave Southworth
Debbie and Craig Spencer

Arturo Steely

Ray and Janet Sterling

Richard and Glenda Struthers
William and Jerri Sudderth
Marcia & Joe Sullivan Charity Fund
Jerry and Sandy Svee

Lynne Thompson

Faythe Thureen

Thomas Tinkham and Jacquelyn Hauser
Linda and Bob Tomaschko
Tucker Charitable Giving Fund
Tom and Diana Ursin

John Van Heel

Mary and Bill Walker

Kate and Vince Walker

Doug Wallace and Peggy Hunter
Sharon and Joel Waller

Kathy Wedl|

William and Julia Weiler

Cole Weinstein

Jon and Sally Westby

James Wickham

Elizabeth and Richard Winga Charitable Fund
Bob and Judy Wilhelm

Scott Wilkins
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John Wodele and Susan Gaertner Corporate Matching Gifts
Kathy Wood and Ralph Yehle Ameriprise Financial, Inc.
Medtronic Foundation Volunteer Grant Program
Neighborhood Associations U.S. Bank Foundation
Hyatt Regency Minneapolis
Loring Green East Condominium Association, Inc.
Loring Green West Condominium Association, Inc.

THANK YOU!
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