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by Tara Belanger

Anyone who lives in Nocatee 
knows how special it is. The quality 
of life within our community is 
unparalleled. Beyond that, we are 
situated in a particularly beautiful 
and vibrant region, Florida’s First 
Coast.

For these reasons, Nocatee is 
among the best-selling master-
planned communities in the 
United States. We believe what 
Nocatee offers exceeds the overall 
homeowner experience in any 
Florida town or city. A prominent 
national magazine agrees. 

NEWSWEEK: #1 PLACE 
TO LIVE IN FLORIDA

Newsweek has just named Nocatee 
the top place to live in Florida. The 
magazine published a list of the #1 
top places to live in each of the 
50 states. It briefly described the 
reasoning for the choice of each “best 
place” and provided the extraordinary 
statistics of each community.

The article mentioned Nocatee’s 
outstanding amenities, such as 
restaurants, shopping, parks, and 
other recreation areas. It noted the 
care with which our neighborhoods 
are designed and noted how close we 
are to Jacksonville’s airports, as well as 
its golf courses and beaches.

Newsweek also included some key 
statistics:

Population: 
13,266

Median household income: 
$115,250

Median home value:
$371,300

Portion who own homes: 
82 percent

What other communities are in 
this esteemed group with Nocatee? 
Check out the list included here 
in blue.

HOW NOCATEE WAS 
CHOSEN FOR THIS LIST

Newsweek’s “best places” list 
was constructed with consideration 
of housing, schools, cost of living, 
and average educational level. It 
is derived from 2020 rankings by 
Niche, which were in turn built into 
a 50-state list by Stacker. 

Rick Ray, president and CEO 
of Nocatee’s master developer, 
the PARC Group, said that it 
was an honor for Nocatee to get 
national attention. He added that 
it aligned with the original vision 
of a community “unmatched in 
Northeast Florida.”

A DYNAMIC COMMUNITY
Nocatee is not just ideal but 

dynamic. With incredible amenities 
like their resort style waterpark, 
Greenwise Market and many 
shops, businesses, and medical 

centers coming soon, Nocatee 
continues to expand its offerings for 
additional businesses, restaurants, 
and neighborhoods. Since the 
community is always improving, 
it keeps getting noticed, repeatedly 
recognized as one of the top 10 best-
selling master-planned communities 
nationwide.

Are you considering buying 
a home on the First Coast? An 

experienced and trusted real estate 
agent helps you ask the right 
questions and negotiate for the 
best possible outcome. Living in 
Nocatee is amazing, and we are 
your guide.  n

Sources:
https://blog.nocatee.com/nocatee-named-
floridas-best-place-to-live-in-newsweek  
https://www.newsweek.com/best-place-
live-every-state-1525943

Tara Belanger
904.501.9037
Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com
www.NortheastFLLiving.com

If you are already working with an agent, please disregard this newsletter.
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• Alabama – Madison
• Alaska – College
• Arizona – Catalina Foothills
• Arkansas – Bentonville
• California – Santa Monica
• Colorado – Holly Hills
• Connecticut – West Hartford
• Delaware – Pike Creek
• Florida – Nocatee
• Georgia – Decatur
• Hawaii – Honolulu
• Idaho – Moscow
• Illinois – Clarendon Hills
• Indiana – Carmel
• Iowa – Mount Vernon
• Kansas – Prairie Village
• Kentucky – Fort Thomas
• Louisiana – Prairieville
• Maine – Cape Elizabeth
• Maryland – South Kensington
• Massachusetts – Brookline
• Michigan – Okemos
• Minnesota – Eden Prairie
• Mississippi – Madison
• Missouri – Richmond Heights

• Montana – Bozeman
• Nebraska – Chadron
• Nevada – Incline Village
• New Hampshire – Hanover
• New Jersey – Princeton
• New Mexico – Los Alamos
• New York – Jericho
• North Carolina – Morrisville
• North Dakota – Fargo
• Ohio – Madeira
• Oklahoma – Edmond
• Oregon – Bethany
• Pennsylvania – Chesterbrook
• Rhode Island – Barrington
• South Carolina – Forest Acres
• South Dakota – Dakota Dunes
• Tennessee – Brentwood
• Texas – Cinco Ranch
• Utah – Kaysville
• Vermont – Norwich
• Virginia – Stone Ridge
• Washington – Redmond
• West Virginia – Star City
• Wisconsin – Elm Grove
• Wyoming – South Park 

Median household income: 

Median home value:

Portion who own homes: 

What other communities are in 



inside the home

by Lauren Phillips

H ome offices are great—until they 
transform from a concentration-
supporting workspace into a drop-zone 

for all those extra files, boxes, games and more 
that don’t quite fit in the living room or other 
rooms of the home. Small-space home offices 
tucked into a larger room may not have the same 
problem, but it never hurts to take an honest look 
at any potential clutter culprits and toss them 
out before they overwhelm what should be an 
organized home office.

Some records and files should be kept for 
years, or indefinitely; others can be tossed once 
the year is up. Items like these have their own 
rules to determine when (or if) they should be 
disposed of, but for the most part, anything that’s 
not needed should be tossed. See the list below 
for common home office items that should be 
thrown away. While sifting through them, keep 
an eye out for anything else that hasn’t been used 
in a while and won’t be used any time soon. 
Chances are, it can join the other things in the 
get-rid-of pile.

1. YEARS-OLD FILES
Some files, like tax records or warranties, 

should be kept. Others, like bank statements, 
loan documents and car titles, should be held 
securely until they’re no longer relevant. Titles 
should be passed along when the car is sold, bank 
statements should be shredded once the next one 
arrives, and so on.

2. THE CARDBOARD BOX HOLDING 
ESSENTIAL RECORDS

Essential records that should never, ever be 

thrown away—think birth certificates, Social 
Security cards, marriage licenses and similar 
documents—merit better storage than an easily 
damaged box. Something as hard-core as a home 
safe isn’t necessary, but consider a fireproof, 
waterproof, lockable steel file box instead.

3. CARDBOARD
BOXES IN GENERAL

While we’re at it, get rid of any cardboard 
boxes, period. They’re an eyesore and a distraction, 
and there are safer, more permanent storage 
methods for records, files and other documents 
or keepsakes. Cardboard boxes holding unpacked 
items from the last move or used for seasonal 
storage should be tucked somewhere out-of-sight, 
such as in a closet or an attic.

4. DEFUNCT TECHNOLOGY
Technology changes quickly, and old tech 

is a major enemy in the fight against clutter. 
Bite the bullet and toss keyboards, monitors and 
desktop computers that aren’t used or that don’t 
even work anymore. These items take up a lot 
of space, and they’re not going to be functional 
again. Include old floppy disks and even CDs, 
especially if current computers don’t have a disk 
drive, in this clear-out. If disks have important 
information on them, there are services that can 

transfer it to a flash drive or portable hard drive 
that can plug into current computers.

5. OFFICE SNACKS
Keeping a stash of chocolates, chips, cookies 

or other office-ready snacks in a desk drawer or 
on a nearby shelf sounds like a great idea, until 
it becomes obvious that resisting something 
that’s within arm’s reach is nearly impossible. 
Move these treats to the kitchen. Getting up to 
get something when you’re actually hungry will 
be a great break from work, and it will prevent 
snacking when you’re not hungry. Avoiding food 
stashes outside the kitchen will also reduce the 
chances of an unfortunate ant invasion. The same 
goes for any dirty dishes or mugs left on the desk.

6. UNSTEADY FURNITURE
A wobbly chair or surface can be tolerated in 

certain conditions; in a home office is not one 
of those conditions. An unsteady desk can be 
distracting, especially when one is struggling to 
focus on the task at hand, and an uneven seat 
just encourages fidgeting. Find a way to fix these 
wobbles, or start shopping for new home office 
furniture.

7. OUTDATED REFERENCE BOOKS
If keeping up-to-date on conventions, rules, 

laws, definitions and other things of that sort is 
part of the job, any outdated reference books are 
all but useless. Plus, these tomes tend to take up 
a lot of shelf space. Replace them with the most 
recent versions, or purchase digital copies if space 
is really in short supply.  n

©2020 Distributed by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.
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ask the expert - Tara Belanger

QDear Tara, My wife 
and I are not prone to 
hysterics or herd behavior 
and getting swept up in 

the throes of every perceived crisis 
du jour. Our years of experience 
and observation have taught us, 
however, that circumstances can 
change abruptly and fortunes 
drop precipitously. Those lessons 
strengthen our belief in being 
prepared to endure impending 
storms or twists of fate.

Recent events have led us to 
wonder whether we should pay off 
our mortgage quickly. We wouldn’t 
be sacrificing car payments, food 
and toilet paper if we do, and 
it would be nice to have one 
less major expense hanging over 
our heads for the next 15 years.                
                           - Pete H.

Dear Pete, Paying off a 
mortgage early may 
prove good for you but 

catastrophic for someone else. 
It depends on the individual’s 
situation. Sometimes, an early 
pay-off makes sense:

• Your employment picture is 
sketchy. Knowing your home 
is paid for could bring you 
peace of mind and protect you 
from foreclosure.

• Your retirement income will 

be considerably less than 
your earnings on the job. 
Completing your payments 
before you retire will free you 
of that obligation.

• You have medical issues. 
Developing a chronic illness (or 
having one that worsens) will 
add weight to your financial 
burden.
  
You should first consider the 

ramifications of committing your 
cash to accelerating your debt’s 
retirement. Your lender might 
impose a prepayment penalty that 
can cost you thousands. If not 
(or if can live with the fee), you 

could make extra payments on the 
principal to lower the amount due 
and interest accrued and shorten 
the life of the loan. Make sure you 
specify that the additional outlay is 

to go toward the principal balance 
and not applied to the interest for 
the next scheduled payment.

Keep in mind that your home, 
like manufacturing equipment, is 
an illiquid asset. They may both 
be valuable, but they’re hard to 
sell in a hurry for what they’re 
worth. Stocks, bonds and other 
taxable investments, while liquid, 
are subject to market winds that 
can affect their value. Even so, an 
index fund that averages an 8% 

rate on return would earn you 
more than what you’d save by 
paying off your mortgage. 

Liquid assets keep your bills 
paid and belly full. They include 
cash on hand, savings or checking 
accounts and stuff you can unload 
for quick cash with minimal or no 
loss. Cash-flow banking keeps you 
liquid, and it’s a tax-free, less-risky 
vehicle than the typical Wall Street 
investment. A whole-life insurance 
policy may take three or four years 
for the cash value to accrue (fees, 
you know), but it grows at a 
guaranteed minimum rate and 
provides annual dividends. You 
can use it to withdraw cash or get 
a loan that you don’t have to repay 
(the amount comes out of your 
death benefit). 

Either of the two scenarios 
above leave open the possibility 
of earning enough to make 
a substantial payment on your 
mortgage without giving up your 
income stream.

If your circumstances warrant 
and you have plenty of cash 
reserves, then it might not be a 
bad idea to pay off your mortgage 
early. On the other hand, instead 
of kissing your leverage good-
bye, you could redirect your 
money and keep it working for 
you.  n

Tara Belanger

A

SHOULD I PAY OFF MY MORTGAGE EARLY?
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KINF’s mission is to ensure that EVERY 
child is prepared to learn and succeed in 
the classroom by providing free school 
supplies nationally to students & teachers 
most in need. I have partnered with KINF 
and promise to make a donation after every 
real estate closing on my clients’ behalf.

www.TaraSupportsKINF.com

AROUND NOCATEE

Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com
158 Marketside Ave. Ste. 14

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

904-501-9037
www.NortheastFLLiving.com

“Little by little, I hope we 
can all make a difference for 
children and teachers in the 

classroom.”

If you are interested 
in advertising, contact 

Tara Belanger at 
904-501-9037

Then and Now in Nocatee
August 2019 and August 2020

 2019 2020
Number of homes
for sale:  289 homes 245 homes

Average Sales Price:  $449,320 $469,753

Currently there are only 109 homes on the 
market in Nocatee. It’s a Seller’s Market and 
rates are great! Call Tara at 904-501-9037 to 

begin the discussion on selling your home 
and/or buying your next. 

Testimonial
“ Tara helped us sell our home during these 

difficult times with COVID. She was the 
only one selling homes in our area. Tara 
follows up after showings and always kept 
us informed. If you want to sell you home 
I suggest you contact her. She is a very 
easy agent to work with when buying or 

selling a home.”                - G. Lyons

Coming Very Soon to Nocatee!


