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by Tara Belanger

TPC SAWGRASS 
TOURNAMENT: 
SURPRISE DATE

Just in case you’re 
waiting for the Kentucky 
Derby, Mother’s Day, 
and TPC in May, hold 
on to your calendars. 
Our spectacular TPC 
Sawgrass tournament has 
been moved to March 
12th–17th. The signature 
event of the Spring is leaving 
its berth in May, ending on 
Mother’s Day. It’s exciting 
news, but we’ll certainly 
miss seeing so many golfers 
in pink during May’s breast 
cancer awareness push. 
Tickets are available now 
at ThePlayers.com (don’t 
wait, with the earlier date 
it’s best to get your tickets 
now).

The PGA has made 
the change permanent by 
“trading places” with the 
PGA Championship that 
will now be held in May, 
one week prior to Memorial 
Day. In announcing the 
decision, the PGA’s CEO 
Pete Bevacqua said, “In 
weighing the complex 
evolution of the golf 
calendar, the PGA of 
America’s key objectives 
were to promote the best 
interests of our signature 
spectator Championship, 
do what is best for the 
game and its great 
players, and find the most 
advantageous platform 
to fulfill our mission of 

serving our nearly 29,000 
PGA Professionals and 
growing the game.” 

As always, the TPC this 
March will draw the finest 

golfers in the world. The 
players have until March 
8th to officially commit. 
Watch and hope for former 
winner Jason Day, Justin 
Rose, Brooks Koepka, 
Tiger Woods, Rory 
McIlroy, Phil Nicholson, 
Ricky Fowler and scores 
of other top performers 
signing up to bring us some 
unforgettable moments in 
professional sports.

Not only was this date 
change amazing news, but 
the leadership is building 
an incredible 187,000 
square foot ultra-modern 
headquarters here in Ponte 
Vedra. It will house its 
800 employees under one 
roof, consolidated from 
17 buildings scattered 
about the area. The PGA 

Tour has broken ground 
on this project with site 
work well underway. It’s 
expected completion target 
is late 2020. In addition, 

course renovations abound, 
including the iconic 17th 
Island Green.

PGA’S IMPACT ON 
HOUSING

Although many PGA 
employees already live in 
Ponte Vedra, many more 
will be moving here. That 
will be a great boon to 
our already-thriving local 
economy and housing 
market. With more people 
moving in, ancillary 
businesses will also, along 
with their own need for 
homes. This should keep 
our new construction 
business hopping. In 
the short term, values of 
existing homes should stay 
strong, and should enjoy 
insulation from a housing 

market that’s expected to 
cool at the national level. 
Moreover, interest rates are 
still low (even after multiple 
hikes), and winter is always 

a great season for Ponte 
Vedra sellers (regardless of 
market conditions).

My family and I get 
really excited about TPC 
every Spring and this year’s 
looks to be one of the very 
best. I hope to see you soon 
– maybe on the 17th!  n

Tara Belanger is a 
licensed Real Estate Agent 
with Watson Realty Corp. 
Tara is a top-rated agent 
and a leading expert on local 
market trends. She publishes 
her work across multiple 
newsletters and publications 
in Ponte Vedra, Jacksonville 
Beach, and Ponte Vedra 
Beach. A portion of every 
closing at Tara Belanger’s 
office benefits the Kids in 
Need Foundation.

THE 2019 PLAYERS CHAMPIONSHIP
BIG GOLF, BIG IMPROVEMENTS, BIG CHANGES!

27 Quick and Easy Fix-Ups 
to Sell Your Home Fast and for Top Dollar

 Because your home may well be 
your largest asset, selling it is probably 
one of the most important decisions 
you will make in your life. And once 
you have made that decision you will 
want to sell your home for the high-
est price in the shortest time possible 
without compromising your sanity. 
Before you place your home on the 
market, here’s a way to help you be as 
prepared as possible.
 To assist home sellers, a new 
industry report has just been released 
called “27 Valuable Tips That You 
Should Know to Get Your Home Sold 

Fast and for Top Dollar.” It tackles the 
important issues you need to know to 
make your home attractive in today’s 
tough, aggressive marketplace.
 Through these 27 tips you will 
discover how to protect and capitalize 
on your most important investment, 
reduce stress, be in control of your 
situation, and make the most profit 
possible.  
 In this report you will discover 
how to avoid financial disappoint-
ment or, worse, a financial disaster 
when selling your home. Using a 
common sense approach, you get the 

straight facts about what can make or 
break the sale of your home.
 You owe it to yourself to learn 
how these important tips will give 
you the competitive edge to get 
your home sold fast and for the 
most amount of money. 

To hear a brief message about 
how to order your FREE copy of 
the report, call 1-866-841-6260 
ID 2323. Call any time, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. Get your 
free special report NOW to find 
out how to get the most money 
for your home.  n

This report is courtesy of Tara Belanger at Watson Realty Corp.. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers  currently under contract. Copyright ©2019
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by Steve Rosen

I nstead of showering your child 
or grandchild with stuff and 
more stuff, give a gift that has 

more permanent value: a 529 college 
savings plan.

And while shopping for a plan can 
be complicated and confusing, new 
research on 529s from Morningstar 
could make the selection process 
easier.

With a state-sponsored 529 
account, earnings are not subject 
to federal taxes as long as the 
withdrawals are used for qualified 
education expenses, including tuition 
and technology. Even sweeter, many 
states offer tax deductions to residents 
on contributions to a plan.

Remember, you don’t have to 
limit your shopping to your own 
state’s plans, nor is there any 
requirement that your future college 
student attend good old State U. in 
order to reap a 529’s tax benefits.

And, remember, it’s the owner, 
not the beneficiary, who controls the 
assets in a 529. You can usually link 
your account to your 529 account so 
you can make regular savings, if you 
wish.

There’s certainly a lot to think 
about when choosing a 529: Which 

ones are the best and worst plans? 
How do fees stack up? What about 
the quality of the investment 
management team? Performance?

That’s where a new report from 
Morningstar, the research firm best 
known for its mutual fund rating, 
provides help.

The company recently released 
its latest rankings of 529 plans, a 
comprehensive analysis of 62 plans 
nationwide that hold about 95 
percent of the more than $300 billion 
in investment assets.

Morningstar ranked the plans 
on more than just investment 
performance. It also analyzed fees, 

investment management, investment 
options, oversight and whether plans 
offer any special benefits such as 
scholarships, grants and matching 
programs.

Based on those factors, 
Morningstar tagged a plan with either 
a gold, silver, bronze, neutral or 
negative rating.

Four plans earned gold ratings 
this year: Illinois’ Bright Start College 
Savings plan, Invest 529 in Virginia, 
Nevada’s Vanguard 529 College 
Savings plan and the my529/Utah 
Educational Savings Plan.

There were 9 silver-rated plans, 
and 18 bronze, while 26 earned 

neutral reviews, which means those 
plans still hold some appeal because 
of state tax breaks.

Morningstar, which has produced 
the 529 ratings since 2012, also 
recognized two “most improved” 
plans for 2018: The Oregon College 
Savings Plan and Arizona’s Ivy Invest 
Ed 529 plan.

On the flip side, the research 
firm handed out negative ratings 
on five plans largely because they 
haven’t cut fees as aggressively as 
their counterparts. The worst plans: 
College Save in North Dakota, 529 
College Savings in New Jersey, the 
GIFT college savings plan in Arkansas 
and the TD Ameritrade 529 college 
savings plan in Nebraska.

“The 529 industry continues to 
make significant fee cuts, so plans 
standing still on fees have become 
increasingly unattractive,” said Leo 
Acheson, a Morningstar associate 
director.

If you’re considering gifting a 529 
account to a child or grandchild, 
check with the plan managers to see 
if they offer a card or certificate of 
ownership that you can wrap.  n

©2018 Tribune Content
Agency, LLC Distributed by 

Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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DECEMBER SALES 
STATISTICS FOR 

32081, 32082 & 32250

December Average Days on Market

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from January 8, 2019

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

December Average Price per Sq Ft.

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from January 8, 2019

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

December Average Sales Price

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from January 8, 2019

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

For a FREE REPORT on how you 
can Benefit From Our Unique 

Guaranteed Sale Program visit:
www.GuaranteedByTara.com 

and START PACKING!

32081
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

936115 65 GLENALBY PL $385,000  189 2,956 4 2 1/7/19

953320 385 DANIEL PARK CIR $503,007  0 2,849 4 3 1/4/19

961037 358 BIG ISLAND TRAIL $575,000  41 2,490 3 3 1/3/19

967268 838 WANDERING WOODS WAY $390,000  15 1,911 3 2 1/2/19

972292 142 VISTA LAKE CIR $328,964  0 1,700 3 2 12/31/18

972316 242 WILD CYPRESS CIR $419,230  0 1,700 2 2 12/31/18

929333 87 SPANISH CREEK DR $480,000  251 2,671 4 3 12/31/18

915914 330 SPANISH CREEK DR $584,900  328 3,426 4 3 12/31/18

966975 201 PARADISE VALLEY DR $435,000  23 2,637 4 3 12/31/18

943892 491 OUTLOOK DR $666,575  77 3,933 5 4 12/28/18

972528 114 BROAD OAK CT $564,950   2,750 4 3 12/28/18

949641 90 PARK BLUFF CIR $500,000  127 2,930 4 3 12/28/18

962322 90 VESTAVIA CT $295,000  67 1,794 4 2 12/27/18

964334 56 CASTLEBROOK LN $443,500  54 2,637 4 3 12/27/18

954601 36 FORESTVIEW LN $464,244  0 2,091 2 2 12/24/18

32082
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

973236 102 PALMERA CT $252,000  0 1,499 3 2 1/7/19

965334 160 S ROSCOE BLVD $500,000  5 2,372 3 2 1/4/19

966800 70 SEA WINDS LN E $535,000  44 1,862 3 2 1/4/19

935697 504 E SURF SPRAY LN $485,000  215 2,113 3 2 1/4/19

964692 17 CARRIAGE LN $425,000  17 1,484 2 2 1/3/19

967464 253 GULL CIR $540,000  39 3,150 3 3 12/31/18

929296 100 MAYFAIR LN $1,050,000  221 4,679 4 5 12/31/18

967911 5 SAWGRASS DR S $925,000  6 3,730 3 4 12/31/18

957522 160 PAYASADA OAKS TRAIL $965,000  77 4,950 5 5 12/28/18

966984 3027 CYPRESS CREEK DR E $655,000  17 2,509 4 3 12/27/18

96174 107 PLANTERS ROW W $1,160,000  52 4,959 4 4 12/21/18

961974 107 ABALONE LN W $299,900  10 1,268 3 2 12/21/18

964466 1040 N MARSH WIND WAY $475,000  46 2,855 4 3 12/21/18

943161 301 SAWMILL LN $395,000  152 2,404 4 3 12/21/18

959216 840 TOURNAMENT RD $355,000  79 1,505 3 2 12/14/18

32250
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

970028 753 2ND ST S $391,000  9 1,336 2 2 12/31/18

946890 14164 WASHBURN CT $275,000  167 2,026 4 2 12/31/18

963301 2598 MERRILL BLVD $360,000  61 1,651 3 2 12/28/18

966790 629 4TH AVE S $210,000  36 1,025 2 1 12/28/18

963150 4105 SEABREEZE DR $245,000  63 1,334 3 2 12/28/18

968342 1868 ARDEN WAY $425,000  2 2,115 4 2 12/28/18

965888 14621 MARSH VIEW DR $749,900  39 2,623 4 3 12/28/18

962193 14516 CEDAR ISLAND RD N $480,000  48 3,048 4 3 12/26/18

965032 128 36TH AVE S $703,500  36 3,195 5 4 12/26/18

956730 1410 DECLARATION DR $272,000  88 1,316 3 2 12/21/18

958824 1760 BIRCHWOOD RD $349,000  64 1,409 4 2 12/21/18

947134 1012 16TH AVE N $360,000  128 1,750 3 2 12/21/18

950680 496 UPPER 8TH AVE S $535,000  96 2,688 4 3 12/21/18

940559 3909 CEDAR ISLAND RD E $290,000  176 1,421 3 2 12/14/18
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  Q & A with the real estate expert 

QDear Tara, 
I am selling 

a home for the 
first time and just 

received an offer. Before 
the offer was submitted, the 
buyer had a home inspection 
completed, and the inspection 
report says that there are a few 
items that may not be up to 
standards and are in need of 
repair. Before the inspection I 
was unaware that some of these 
items would not be deemed 
“up to standard,” and I’m 
wondering who is responsible 
for purchasing the replacement 
appliances and making small 
repairs? The buyer’s offer is 
above my asking price, and 
I am willing to replace and 
repair what is necessary to 
move forward with the sale, 
but I’m not sure what that 
entails. Can you help?                   

                                 Terrence

Dear Terrence, 
I see this happen all 
too often with first 

time home sellers, especially 
those who try to sell their 
home without the help of 
an experienced local agent. 
Fortunately, it’s preventable 
– and in your situation, it 
may not be a deal breaker.

Once an offer is accepted, 
here in Florida the buyer 
has 10 days from that point 
to get an inspection on the 
home. These reports are 
used to negotiate repairs of 
major problems, or to address 
any environmental or safety 
hazards that may be present. 

I always recommend 
to my sellers to order an 
inspection before listing a 
home. If you know ahead 
of time exactly what will 
become a negotiation point 
(or a “must fix”), you can get 

ahead of it. You can make 
repairs before showing your 
home so they never come up 
on a buyer’s inspection in 
the first place. If you uncover 
problems too expensive or 
time consuming to fix prior 
to listing, you can disclose 
those items up front and price 
your home accordingly. 

Many buyers make an 
offer and then back out 
because of the results of their 
inspection - especially when 
the seller refuses to make or 
pay for the needed repairs. 
With the “house flipping” 
craze, inspectors here in 
Florida have gotten very savvy 
at finding hidden problems 
on homes that look appear 
to be perfect on the outside, 
so if you think something 
will fly under the radar, think 
again! Ordering a pre-listing 
inspection is a great way to 

curtail problems that could 
arise later, and will make for 
a much smoother process 
when your home goes under 
contract.

To answer your question, 
technically you are not 
obligated fix anything on an 
inspection. However, if you 
don’t bring the home up to a 
“live-able” standard, the buyer 
is technically not obligated 
to buy. If your current deal 
falls through, as you market 
to other prospective buyers, 
agents are ethically required  
to disclose all the problems 
that you are aware of. For this 
reason, if your contract falls 
through, I suggest you make 
the any serious repairs and/
or lower your list price before 
marketing your home again.

The next time you sell 
a home, you can get ahead 
of this common problem by 

ordering an inspection, fixing 
the necessary items, and 
pricing appropriately before 
you go to market. Best of 
luck, Terrence!  n
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Tara Belanger
904.501.9037

Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com

www.NortheastFLLiving.com

DOES A SELLER HAVE TO MAKE 
REPAIRS AFTER INSPECTION?
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by Lisa Poisso
 

A nyone who tells you 
it’s impossible to buy 
your dream home 

on a budget hasn’t learned 
the secret of identifying 
worthy trade-offs. When you 
understand the compromises 
and sacrifices that allow you 
to live within your means 
without dampening your 
dreams, then finding the 
perfect home becomes a real 
possibility. Here’s how to get 
the home you really want on 
a strict budget.

MUST-HAVES VS. 
WANT-TO-HAVES

Before you start looking at 
houses, take time to decide 
which features are negotiable 
and which are not. Is a lack 
of central air conditioning a 
deal-breaker? Could you be 
as happy with a tiny yard as a 
huge one?

Dream homes are built on 
more than stainless appliances 
and granite counters. The 
perfect home rests on a 
foundation of systems that 
keep you comfortable. “Check 
to see if the home has upgrades 
that aren’t so visible from a 
walk-through,” such as a new 
furnace, roof, windows and 
gutters, said Mark Meyerdirk, 

a broker with Urban Brokers 
in Washington, D.C.

EXISTING FEATURES 
VS. POTENTIAL

Instead of searching for your 
dream home, Florida realtor 
Jennifer De Vivo advises 
homebuyers to look for what 
she calls “dream bones.” “A 
huge way to save money is not 
to invest money in finishes,” 
she said. “Your dream home 
vision is probably unique to 
you, so wait to spend money 
on those custom items like 
pools, shelving, decks and 
custom kitchen tile until 
after you move in rather than 
searching the ends of the earth 
for a home that reflects your 
personal design taste.”

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION 
VS. NEW CONSTRUCTION

A home you can add value 
to can offer the best blank 
canvas on which you can 
realize your dream home. “It’s 
kind of similar to someone 
looking for that vintage car 
someone’s grandmother 
drove once a week and kept 
in the garage all these years,” 
Meyerdirk explained. “It has 
low mileage and is in great 
condition, but it clearly is an 
old car.”

Don’t be put off by the 

cosmetics or style of older 
construction if the bones of 
the home are solid. “There 
are a lot of great homes with 
little wear and tear out there 
and that have been well 
maintained and even had 
major improvements, but 
have a kitchen and bathrooms 
from the 1960s and 1970s 
that are dated but in perfect 
condition,” he said.

FEATURES VS. LOCATION
Seasoned homeowners 

understand that while you can 
always change and upgrade 
the features of your home, 
you can’t change its location. 

“If your dream is living 
downtown in a walkable art 
district, then spend money on 
the best building or the best 
access you can find,” De Vivo 
said. “Even if it’s a run-down, 
bank-owned foreclosure unit, 
you can always buy sinks and 
cabinets later.”

Meyerdirk suggests 
checking out neighborhoods 
in transition. “Look for areas 
that have had other new 
recent investment,” he said. 
“In our area, I noticed an 
organic market being ahead of 
the curve and opening stores 
in neighborhoods that you 
wouldn’t have guessed were 

ready for shoppers looking 
for organic products. Both 
of those neighborhoods have 
seen record appreciation since 
those stores opened four-plus 
years ago.”

SELF-HELP VS. REALTOR
The ready availability of 

listings on the Internet might 
fool you into thinking you 
can target the right areas for 
your dream home on your 
own, but a knowledgeable real 
estate agent is still your ace in 
the hole. Sites like Zillow 
and Trulia often fall behind 
on listing statuses, Meyerdirk 
said, and can’t compare to the 
features a professional house 
listing search can provide.

“Our multiple listing service 
has a new ‘coming soon’ status 
that realtors can search or 
share with clients,” he said. 
“These listings aren’t available 
on public websites, so you 
should link up with a realtor 
... so you can act quickly once 
the listing goes live.”

Based on your dream house 
criteria, a local real estate 
professional who knows 
your area can recommend 
locations you might not have 
considered. And professional 
networking counts. A well-
connected agent can snag 
a prime property from a 

colleague or developer before 
it hits the market.

LINE UP FINANCING
Perhaps the most important 

way to ensure you get the 
house of your dreams is to be 
ready to buy it as soon as it 
appears on the market. Line 
up your financing so you’re 
ready to make an offer. Don’t 
stop at prequalification—get 
preapproved. Have enough 
funds on hand, including an 
appropriate down payment 
that lenders and sellers will 
want to accept and enough 
money for closing costs.

“Be ready to act quickly,” 
Meyerdirk said. “Some sellers 
will actually review offers as 
they come in and, if they get 
a full-price offer, will accept 
right away. Make sure you’re 
seeing properties as soon as 
they hit the market. If you’ve 
been in the market for more 
than a couple of weeks and 
seen a fair share of homes, 
you’ll know a good deal when 
you see one. Don’t hesitate— 
make an offer.”  n

© 2018 
GOBankingRates.com, 
a ConsumerTrack web 

property. Distributed 
by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.
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HOW TO BUY YOUR DREAM HOME

ON A BUDGET

“Your dream home 
vision is probably 

unique to you, so wait 
to spend money on 

custom items 
like pools, shelving, 
decks and custom 

kitchen tile.
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by Kathryn Weber

There’s no doubt how the 
eat-in kitchen has changed. 
Once large enough to 

accommodate a full table, kitchens 
now are outfitted with islands, 
countertop eating or dining bars. 
These new uses are great for space 
saving, but they need the right 
seating, which means selecting the 
right bar stool that fits your needs 
and style.

HEIGHT FIRST
When selecting a bar stool, 

finding the correct height is critical. 
Too high, and your legs will hit 
the counter. Too low, and you’ll 
find yourself eating with your arms 
raised. You’ll be both uncomfortable 
and your bar stool won’t look right.

Start by measuring from the 
floor to the top of the counter. 
Standard counters are 36 inches 
high. This is often the height of 
a kitchen island. This will require 
a 24- to 26-inch stool. If this is 
for occasional use, choose one that 
doesn’t have a back and you may be 
able to store it under the counter.

For a tall dining bar that’s about 
42 inches high, a traditional tall 
barstool that’s 30 inches tall will fit 
the bill.

OPTIONS
You’ll have a variety of choices. 

Start first with how you’ll use the 
chair. If you’ll only be using it at 
the counter and not to interact with 
others in the room, then a stationary 
bar stool will do. For kitchens that 
are part of a larger living space, you 
may want a bar stool that swivels. 
These might be a bit more costly, 

but they enable you to turn and 
view the TV or for guests to interact 
with those in the living room.

Think about who will be 
using the stools as well. For young 
children or older guests, take weight 
into consideration. If the chair is 
too heavy, they could topple and 
hurt a child or may be too heavy for 
younger or older family members 
to move easily. Some also come 

with pneumatic height adjustment, 
something that’s nice for family 
members of varying heights.

Another consideration is 
whether you want your stool to be 
backless. These are usually slim and 
streamlined, but they can become 
uncomfortable after sitting for 
prolonged periods of time; though 
they often store easily. Arms are 
another choice in bar stools. These 

are wonderful for those sitting for 
longer periods of time. However, 
having arms on your bar stools will 
take up more space, so measure the 
width of your counters stools, and 
allow for space between the stools. It 
may be better to have one less stool 
than have them too crowded.

STYLE
There is a wide range of styles in 

bar stools. You’ll find stools in wood, 
metal and rattan, as well as stool seats 
covered in fabric. Acrylic is another 
chic and trendy choice that looks 
fresh and updated. Look for these in 
backless, armless and armed styles, 
and with gold or silver accents.  n

©2018 Kathryn Weber 
Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.

by Kathryn Weber

There’s no question 
that large kitchen 
appliances get the job 

done. But when you need 
something done quickly or 
efficiently, sometimes it’s 
the little devices that offer 
big benefits. Here are eight 
that can help your kitchen 
efficiency and make meals 
faster and easier to get on 
the table, with less clean up 
to boot.

TOASTER OVEN
Far from their older 

versions, toaster ovens today 
can do more than just brown 
bread. Toaster ovens can 
defrost and broil as well. If 
your toaster oven simply toasts 
and reheats, it might be time 
to get more versatility with a 
replacement that can help you 
bake a quick batch of cookies 
quickly or broil a steak.

ELECTRIC SKILLET
They may seem old-

fashioned, but if you’re tired 
of cleaning up your stove’s 
nooks and crannies, and the 
grates, these workhorses can 
save you time and cleaning. 
An electric skillet can be 
placed on a counter to 
brown or sear food before 
going into the slow cooker 
or make a meal that requires 
a skillet and do it with fast 
cleaning.

ROASTER OVEN
When you have a turkey, 

dressing, pies and rolls to 
cook, your oven can run low 
on space. Counter top roaster 
ovens are terrific for holidays 
when you need extra oven 
space. Plus, they’re not as 
drying as a standard oven 
giving you moister results.

PANINI PRESS
If you think these are 

just for sandwiches, think 
again. Panini presses can be 
used to cook bacon quickly, 
cook crispy hash brown 
servings, create flatbreads, 
grill chicken paillards, or 
whip up an oozy, cheesy hot 
sandwich.

RICE MAKER
Tired of eating 

undercooked or mushy rice? 
Try a rice cooker. It’s a small 
appliance that can whip up a 
batch of rice that’s perfectly 
steamed every time. To 
give your rice maker more 
versatility, get one with a 
vegetable steamer basket; then 
you’ll have two sides made in 
one appliance.

WAND BLENDER
Nothing beats a cup of 

soup on a winter day, and 
with just some vegetables 
and broth, you can whip up 
a cream of spinach, potato 
or broccoli soup in a snap 
with your wand or immersion 

blender. Better still, some 
wand blenders come with 
attachments that will quickly 
whiz up a batch of salad 
dressing or tartar sauce, or 
chop up onions, parsley or 
garlic in small quantities in 
seconds.

ELECTRIC KETTLE
Whether it’s a cup of 

instant noodles, a warm 
mug of hot chocolate or hot 
water for your French press 
coffeemaker, an electric kettle 
will get it all done fast. Maybe 
you like a three-minute egg 
in the morning or need to 
make some hard cooked eggs 
quickly. Add your eggs to 
your water kettle, and cook to 
desired consistency.

SLOW COOKER
Nothing beats coming 

home from work with dinner 
ready and waiting. The slow 
cooker has been around for 
decades, but recently more 
celebrity chefs have been 
embracing their versatility and 
how they can have a ready-
to-eat meal. From cooking 
up pulled pork sandwiches to 
creamy mac and cheese, slow 
cookers are a must for busy 
home chefs.  n

©2018 Kathryn Weber 
Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.
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by Mary Carol Garrity

Every year when I take down 
my holiday decorations, my 
house seems a little cold and 

empty. Stripped bare of all those 
festive greens, ribbons and shining 
objects, I see everything I am not 
so crazy about in my home’s decor, 
from the nicks and scratches on the 
walls to the dog hair. While I don’t 
always like what I see when faced 
with the naked truth, I have come to 
look forward to this eyes-wide-open 
time of year because it spurs me to 
make much-needed changes in my 
home. The quieter winter months 
are the perfect time for many of us 
reevaluate our home’s interior and 
make some changes.

But where do you start? Here are 
some ideas for refreshing your home 
for the new year from a friend and 
customer of mine, Tracy, whose 
company LWP Advisory LLC “flips” 
homes and is hired by realtors to stage 
homes for sale. The photo is from a 
Kansas City, Mo., house Tracy had 
just renovated using some furnishings 
from Nell Hill’s.

APPROACH YOUR HOME
WITH FRESH EYES

Tracy says we get emotionally 
attached to the way our homes look, 
from the floorplan to the furnishings, 
so it’s often hard for us to see it 
through new eyes and imagine 
changes. So she suggests clearing out a 
room you want to rework. Declutter. 
Move furniture out of the space. Do 
whatever it takes to clear your mind 
and see the room as a blank slate.

CALL ATTENTION
TO INTERESTING 

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES
Does your home have interesting 

architectural elements you can 
highlight in your re-do? Maybe 
you have arched doorways, lovely 
windows or unique built-in cabinetry. 
In her model home, Tracy wanted to 
focus in on the reclaimed wood she 
used throughout, from the ceiling 
beams to an old barn door she put on 
sliders. She kept her palette neutral 
so your attention would go to things 
like the stone fireplace and reclaimed 
wood paneling.

Then, she played up her theme 
just a touch by adding in a few 
industrial elements, like using rebar 
as spindles in the stairway leading 
to the basement. I fell in love with 
the unique carpet treatment she used 
on the stairs—alternating patterns 

on each step, one a plaid, the next 
a botanical. “You have to use a light 
hand when working with a theme,” 
she cautioned. If you overdo, you 
spoil the effect. So, edit yourself 
mercilessly.

CREATE A PALETTE YOU
CAN BUILD UPON

Does your home’s current palette 
allow you enough flexibility to make 
changes when you want? Or, are 
you locked in to a color scheme 
that you no longer love? Tracy 
and I both believe strongly in the 
power of starting your home with 
a neutral palette, which acts like a 
blank canvass. When you go more 
neutral in your flooring and walls, for 
example, it allows you the freedom 
to go many different directions with 
your furniture, fabrics and accents.

FRESHEN UP YOUR PAINT
Paint has the power to completely 

transform the look of a space. Every 
January, we touch up all our paint, 
and I’m always amazed by how much 
brighter and cleaner the store looks 
with a fresh coat. Your home is the 
same, whether you are repainting with 
the same colors or going in a brand 
new direction. When Tracy repaints 
the homes she flips, she selects a 
color she likes, then has it mixed in 
a light, medium and darker version. 
She likes how using variations on one 

tone helps the rooms flow one into 
the other.

UPDATE YOUR FURNISHINGS
Take an honest look at your 

furniture. Do you love it? Is it in 
good shape? How well does each 
piece work in your newly freshened 
space? Maybe this is the time to 
replace a piece or two. Tracy and 
I agree that adding an upholstered 
ottoman is a great way to give a room 
a B12 shot. If you have a favorite, 
comfy but worn-out chair, get it 
reupholstered in a fresh new fabric. 
Perhaps all you need is a new set 
of accent pillows on you sofa and 
chairs.

CREATE DRAMA
We all need a little drama in our 

lives, don’t we? When she stages 
homes for resale, Tracy always makes 
sure each room has a little shock and 
awe. Among her favorite tools are 
architectural elements like columns 
because she knows that when you 
bring in height, drama follows. She 
tops them with urns filled with organic 
elements. She is partial to decorating 
with rustic pieces like driftwood and 
aged wooden dough bowls.

MAKE A ROOM SING
WITH ARTWORK, AREA RUGS 

AND ACCENTS
“Art and rugs can make or break 

your home,” Tracy says. “You can 
have all the best furniture in the 
world, but if you have the wrong 
art and rugs, you can ruin it. Great 
art sets off a room.” The art and 
rugs you pick need to speak to 
you, because they are at the heart 
of the space you are creating, she 
explains. You have to be passionate 
about them. Never, ever buy a piece 
of art you aren’t crazy about just 
because the colors work over your 
sofa, she cautions. Similarly, select 
accents that reflect your personality 
and interests, that tell your family’s 
story.

DON’T BE IN A RUSH
When you get in a hurry to redo 

a room, you make mistakes, Tracy 
warns. Take your time determining 
your vision for your entire home 
and the space you’re focusing on. 
Instead of picking up pieces for the 
room here and there, she creates 
a master plan, then is purposeful 
about finding the individual 
elements that will bring it to life. 
She pulls out swatches and selects 
the window treatments, upholstered 
furniture, pillows and trim, and 
bedding so the fabrics work well 
together throughout the entire 
house.  n

© 2018 Distributed by Tribune 
Content  Agency, LLC.
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Preheat the oven to 425 F. For the potato galettes, 
use the large holes on a box grater to coarsely shred the 
potatoes. Transfer them to a clean kitchen towel, roll 
up the towel around the potatoes, and, over the sink, 
carefully squeeze and twist the towel to extract as much 
liquid as possible from the potatoes.

Transfer the potato shreds to a mixing bowl. Drizzle 
with the 2 tablespoons melted butter, or 2 tablespoons 
of the oil, season with salt and pepper, and toss well.

In a small nonstick skillet over medium-high heat, 
melt 1 tablespoon of the remaining butter (or heat 
the same amount of oil). Add half of the potatoes, 
and pat them into an even disk about 1/2 inch thick. 
Cook until golden, about 3 minutes per side, carefully 
turning the cake over with a wide spatula. Then, slide 
the potato galette onto a baking sheet, leaving room 
for another.

Repeat the process with the remaining butter or 
oil and remaining potatoes, transferring the second 
cake to the baking sheet. Transfer the galettes to the 
preheated oven, and bake until they are deep golden 

brown and crispy, about 10 minutes longer. Then, 
transfer them to 1 or 2 serving platters and leave at 
room temperature for 15 minutes.

Meanwhile, prepare the topping of your choice.
If you’d like a savory topping, make the shallot-dill 

sour cream: Combine the sour cream, shallot, dill, 
lemon juice, salt and pepper in a mixing bowl. Stir 
well with a wire whisk, seasoning the mixture to taste 
with salt and pepper. At serving time, cut the galettes 
in half, transfer to serving plates, and spread the sour 
cream mixture over them. Top with the smoked 
salmon or other smoked fish of your choice. Lightly 
brush the salmon with olive oil and lemon juice. 
Garnish with chives.

If you’d like a sweeter topping, transfer the 
applesauce to a serving bowl and lightly dust it with 
cinnamon. In a small mixing bowl, whisk the sour 
cream with a wire whisk; then, transfer it to a serving 
bowl. At serving time, cut the galettes in half and 
transfer to serving plates. Pass the applesauce and sour 
cream for guests to help themselves. Serves 4.  n

CRISPY POTATO GALETTES TWO WAYS
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• 3 baking potatoes, about 1 1/2 pounds 
total weight, peeled

• 4 tablespoons unsalted butter, 
2 tablespoons of it melted in advance; 
or 4 tablespoons vegetable oil

• Kosher salt

• Freshly ground black pepper

• 1/2 cup sour cream

• 1 small shallot, minced

• 2 tablespoons finely chopped 
fresh dill

• 2 teaspoons freshly squeezed 
lemon juice

• Kosher salt

• Freshly ground black pepper

• 1/2 pound thinly sliced smoked salmon 
or other good-quality smoked fish

• Extra-virgin olive oil, for brushing

• Freshly squeezed lemon juice, 
for brushing

• Finely chopped fresh chives, for garnish

• 2 cups good-quality applesauce

• Ground cinnamon

• 1 cup  sour cream

FOR THE POTATO GALETTES: FOR THE SHALLOT-DILL SOUR CREAM 
AND SMOKED SALMON (SAVORY TOPPING):

T a i l g a t e s  down ! 
Portable grills are full 
of mascot-stamped 

brats ready to be washed down 
by the contents of ice cold 
coolers. The scene includes 
enough family and friends 
to leave no leftovers behind. 
Rivalry-fueled rhetoric, bag 
toss tournaments and face 
painting mark one of the 
most anticipated traditions of 
the year.

The fall and winter bring 
out the best of the weekend 
tailgating warriors! From the 
most serious of fans to the 
folks that don’t quite manage 
to get in the gates, generations 
merge in an unparalleled 
congregation that spans from 
college communities to the 
biggest cities in America. And 
these fans can now watch the 
game from that very tailgate.

Gridiron battles and 
ballpark miracles generate 
cherished memories. From 
the days of listening to the 
score updates of conference 
rivals already in action via AM 
radio, to trying desperately 
to get that connection on a 
smartphone to follow live 
streaming, the interest in the 
status of the games you’re not 
at has always been there.

Holding the key to that 
game may make you the most 
popular member of your 
tailgating party. With a few 
tips, your tailgating party can 
become the most popular 
“hotspot,” where your friends 
and family can connect and 
enjoy the pregame or even 
the game, if they don’t 
have tickets. Here are five 
tailgating scenarios and tips to 
keep you connected, safe and 
ready to enjoy your tailgating 
experience!

- Collapsible kitchen kits, 
retractable cutting boards and 

disinfecting wipes provide a 
simple prepping and serving 
system for tailgating on the 
go. After the big game when 
it’s time to retrieve your gear, 
you’ve got a clean and secure 
tote ready for action the next 
weekend.

- “The Grove” is where 
Ole Miss fans have tailgated 
in its breathtaking, tree-lined, 
10-acre field for generations. 
But this beautiful tailgating 
spot also has all types of 
cellular and WiFi signal 
disruptions, and north of 
100,000 people vying for a 
WiFi connection. Winegard® 
Company’s ConnecT™ 2.0 
WiFi/4G LTE extender 
improves exclusive 
connectivity for your party. 
Waterproof and backed by 

a warranty, this device is less 
than two feet in diameter but 
gets the signals you need to 
be the quarterback of your 
tailgating team.

- The Washington Huskies 
boast another unique 
tailgating scene. On the shores 
of Washington Lake, many 
fans “tailgate” in the multiple 
harbors. Often folks hop from 
one boat slip to the next. 
However, the most crowded 
of slips will be those that have 
a portable HDTV system to 
watch the best games live. The 
DISH® Playmaker™ portable 
satellite TV antenna powered 
by Winegard enables you to 
follow every team, from the 
Huskies in the Northwest, to 
the Maryland Terrapins in the 
Northeast, and never miss a 

moment of all the conference 
action on Saturdays. And 
setting up is easy, with several 
mounting options for your 
convenience, from a tripod for 
easy positioning on the dock, 
to a window attachment for 
your vehicle or placement on 
your RV. Bring your DISH® 
Wally receiver from home if 
you already have DISH, or 
sign up for Pay As You Go 
programming and only pay 
for TV during football season.

- Aboard any tailgating 
vessel, fire extinguishers are a 
requirement, and first aid kits 
are also a great idea. Having 
these things on hand, water 
or land, will save the day of a 
loved one or a fellow fan.

- What about night games? 

A waterproof flashlight or 
lantern can provide even 
the weariest of fans an 
opportunity to pack up camp 
after the big game safely and 
efficiently. Using lights with 
clamps leaves both hands 
available to avoid an amateur 
one-handed acrobatic 
packing effort. Don’t forget a 
set of extra batteries to ensure 
your light shines and you all 
can depart safely.

The season is here! Given 
these tips, fans will stay safe 
and connected. With cherished 
memories engraved forever, 
your tailgating experience will 
now be the “hotspot.” Good 
luck to your team, and have a 
great season!   n

©2018 Brandpoint.

MAKE YOUR TAILGATING 
PARTY THE HOTSPOT

FOR THE APPLESAUCE 
AND SOUR CREAM 
(SWEET TOPPING):

© 2018 Wolfgang Puck Worldwide, Inc. 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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CAMP OUT IN A TREE HOUSE OR A GOAT FARM;
HIPCAMP SITE LETS YOU RENT HIDDEN GEM CAMPSITES
Looking to rent a tree 

house with a slide-
down pole and space 

for nine? A tent site on a private 
horse farm? A riverfront spot 
to park your RV near a half-
dozen natural springs?

You can find all these—
plus 300 other campsites—in 
Florida thanks to Hipcamp, a 
website that has just launched 
in the Sunshine State. 

Sites range from $10 per 
night for a backyard spot on 
a blueberry farm to about 
$150 per night (for the tree 
house). Florida is Hipcamp’s 
fourth state (after California, 
Oregon and Washington) to 
officially launch. Travelers 
can also find properties in 
other states, but Hipcamp 
doesn’t “officially” launch 
them until they have critical 
mass in an area.

Near Miami, for example, 
options include an avocado 

grove in Homestead for $45 a 
night, a sailboat in Key West 
for $89 and a cabin near the 
Everglades for $20.

Los Angeles-based traveler 
Thuc Nguyen, 42, used the 
Florida site before it hit the 
“official bar” to plan a last-
minute Fourth of July road 
trip last summer. A goat farm 
near Tallahassee caught her 
eye. She and her boyfriend 
stayed there for one night 
in their own tent for a 
$20 fee. The site includes 
breakfast,water, Wi-Fi; 
laundry; hot showers with 
soap, shampoo, conditioner 
and towels, and two kayaks.

“It was above and beyond 
what I had hoped for,” she 
said. “For breakfast (the 
owner) brought out fresh 
goat cheese and milk, eggs 
and berries from the farm. 
There was a giant fig tree 
near our camping site. She 

walked us down to the water 
and told us the history of the 
flowers in the area, Native 
American history in the area. 
It was really simple. It felt like 
Airbnb.”

That’s just what Alyssa 
Ravasio had in mind when she 
founded Hipcamp in 2013. A 
camper herself, Ravasio was 
frustrated by having to use 
several different websites to 
research and reserve her own 
trips. While other sites list 
formal campgrounds, none 
includes as large a number 
of private options. Hipcamp 
lists almost 350,000 sites 
nationwide.

Ravasio wasn’t alone: 
Roughly 18 million U.S. and 
Canadian households camp 
three times or more each 
year, according to annual 
surveys of U.S. and Canadian 
households by Cairn 
Consulting Group. And that 

number is growing rapidly—
by 64 percent since 2014.

The arrangement benefits 
landowners as well, giving 
them a platform to make 
money without developing 
pristine land.

Michael Foret, 45, has 

been using Hipcamp to rent 
the lot next to his house near 
the Santa Fe and Ichetucknee 
rivers—“clear as an 
aquarium,” he said—for the 
past year. He said he’s owned 
the property since 2008 and 
decided to clear it last year 
to accommodate friends who 
were visiting. Then, the idea 
of renting to more visitors 
occurred to him and he 
found the Hipcamp online 
by searching for “camping on 
private land.”

“I’ve hosted tent campers 
all the way up to a semi 
truck with an RV on the 
back and everything in 
between,” said Foret, who 
charges $50 per night. “Every 
different type of person you 
can imagine. All of them 
are really amazing, looking 
for an adventure, looking to 

get away. We’ve made some 
really good friends. We had 
one guy come for four days 
and extend his stay to nine 
days because he liked it so 
much.”

After he listed the property, 
Foret said Hipcamp sent a 
“field scout” out to take a few 
pictures, stay the night and 
write a review. Since then 19 
campers have recommended 
his property at 100 percent. 
He would rate Hipcamp 
about that well, too.

“Their customer service is 
amazing,” he said. “The few 
times I’ve needed them they 
get back to you immediately 
and they’re willing to do 
whatever it takes.”   n

©2018 Miami Herald
Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC

Everywhere you
want to camp. Search, 

discover & book ranches, 
farms, vineyards, nature 

preserves & public
sites for camping
across the U.S.

www.hipcamp.com.

See What People
are saying about Tara:

“Tara helped us sell our house in Nocatee. 
She really knows everything there is to know 
about The Nocatee market and helped us get 
the price we were looking for. My wife and 
I strongly recommend Tara for sellers and 
buyers in the Ponte Vedra area!” – F. S.
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coming up

MARATHON WEEKEND
Fri–Sun, Feb. 8, 9, 10. The Donna Marathon Weekend 

Sponsored the Donna Foundation. Committed to ending breast 
cancer, Donna Deegan is a three-time survivor and formed 
this great charity in 2003 to financially assist families afflicted 
with the disease as well as funding groundbreaking research. 
Runners from all 50 states and several countries compete in the 
26.2 mile journey that was voted as the favorite charity race by 
Women’s Running Magazine readers. Starting and finishing at 
the Beaches Town Center, races include a 5K, Half Marathon, 
Full Marathon, Ultramarathon, and Event Challenges. The 
course stretchs from Atlantic, Neptune, Jacksonville, and Ponte 
Vedra beaches and becomes a 26-mile block party. Start training 
for this Boston Marathon qualifier and wear pink for the cause! 
Details at BreastCancerMarathon.com.

NIGHT TO SHINE
Friday, Feb. 8th, 6–9 PM Night to Shine Sponsored by 

the Tim Tebow Foundation. It’s a “… lavish prom night 
experience centered on God’s love for people with special 
needs.” Over 1,000 folks with special needs attended last 
year and was part of a world-wide simultaneous celebration 
of 75,000 honored guests in 50 states, 11 countries, and 6 
continents. Want to help? Volunteer and Guest Registrations 
are now open, so just visit NightToShineJax.com and check 
out video of last year’s event while you’re there – you’ll be very 
happy you did! Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, 300 
Phillip Randolph Blvd. 

FARMER’S MARKET
Nocatee Farmer’s Market takes place from 10 a.m. –  

2 p.m. every third Saturday across from the Nocatee Welcome 
Center at Nocatee Spray Park. This free, family friendly event 
has more than 70 local vendors selling produce, crafts, jewelry, 
herbs, unique foods and more. Live music is available along 
with a bounce house for kids. Visit www.facebook.com/pages/
Nocatee-Farmers-Market/149898728370565.

IDEAS & IMAGES
Thur. Jan. 31 & Mon. Feb. 18th Ideas and Images: Scholars 

and Artists in Residence Flagler College presents a fantastic 
lecture series free of charge. Topics that will be covered in the 
series of lectures range from the Franciscan legacy in Spanish 
Florida and entrepreneurship in the 21st century to policy 
challenges arising from sea level rise and climate change. All 
lectures are free to attend and take place from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. at Lewis Auditorium. There will also be special gatherings 
February 21 – 23, 2019 that will be held at the Gamache-
Koger Theater in the Ringhaver Student Center. This year’s 
schedule was specially created for the 50th anniversary that 
Flagler College is celebrating this year. Flagler.edu for more 
information.  n

Family Events–from the Beaches to St. Augustine

Divorce is rarely easy and often means a lot of diffi-
cult decisions. One of the most important decisions is 
what to do about the house.

In the midst of the heavy emotional and financial 
turmoil, what you need most is some non-emotional, 
straightforward, specific information and answers. 
Once you know how a divorce affects your home, your 
mortgage and taxes, critical decisions are easier. Neutral, 
third party information can help you make logical, 
rather than emotional, decisions.

Probably the first decision is whether you want 
to continue living in the house. Will the familiar 
surroundings bring you comfort and emotional 
security, or unpleasant memories? Do you want to 
minimize change by staying where you are, or sell 
your home and move to a new place that offers a new 
start? Only you can answer those questions, but there 
will almost certainly be some financial repercussions 
to your decision process. What can you afford? Can 

you manage the old house on your new budget? Is 
refinancing possible? Or is it better to sell and buy? 
How much house can buy on your new budget?

To help you know what questions you should ask 
and how to arrive at the right answer for your specific 
situation, a FREE special report has been prepared by 
industry experts entitled “Divorce: What You Need to 
Know About Your House, Your Mortgage and Taxes”.

To hear a brief recorded message about how to order 
your FREE copy of this report call toll-free 1-866-841-
6260 and enter 2015. You can call any time, 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week.

Get your free special report NOW to find out how 
to make this part of your current situation less stressful.

This report is courtesy of Tara Belanger at Watson  
Realty Corp.. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers  

currently under contract. Copyright ©2019

HOW A DIVORCE AFFECTS YOUR  
HOUSE, MORTGAGE, AND TAXES
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Send Picture or Take a Photo and Email to:  
Watson Realty Corp.
Attn: Tara Belanger  (Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com)
1326 3rd Street South
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250
Deadline for entries is: February 9, 2019

Artist’s Information:
Name:_________________________________  Age: _______ Phone: _______________  Parent’s E-mail: __________________________

A donation will be made to KINF in the child’s name for each entry. One winner will receive a 
$25 give card and be featured in the next issue of First Coast Market Watch.

KINF’s mission is to ensure that 
EVERY child is prepared to learn 
and succeed in the classroom by 
providing free school supplies 
nationally to students & teachers 
most in need. I have partnered 
with KINF and promise to make 
a donation after every real estate 
closing on my clients’ behalf.

A donation will be made to KINF in the child’s
name for each coloring contest entry

“Little by little, I hope we can all make 
 a difference for children and teachers 

 in the classroom.” 

www.TaraSupportsKINF.com

Congratulations 
to last month’s 
coloring contest 
winner. Rocky 
(age 11) won a 
$25 gift card to 

Main Event.
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2534 Highsmith Landing Ln
$435,000

Jacksonville, FL 32226 

4 beds 3 baths 2,970 sq ft
Fabulous home for entertaining inside and out! This 
beautiful brick pool home is nestled in the very quiet 
neighborhood of Highsmith Landing. The home has very 
easy access to 295. For those that need the extra space, 
this home has a 2 car and a 4 car tandem garage. The 
driveway is large enough to hold up to 14 cars, great 
for the large family! Stepping outside you are greeted 
with a beautiful heated saltwater pool with an impressive 
enclosure that creates the perfect entertainment space! 
There is an area plumbed for an outdoor kitchen and an 
area with an outdoor shower. The list goes on… The main 
living areas and baths have beautiful wood plank ceramic 
tile throughout.

245 CAYMAN CT • $999,999
Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250 • 5 beds 5 baths 3,495 sq. ft.

Fabulous corner lot coastal beach home comes complete with 5 bedrooms and 4.5 
Baths and a detached side entry oversized 2 Car Garage!! 2 blocks to Oceanfront 
with wraparound balconies, wood deck and Pergola on a private cul-de-sac. 
Restaurants and shops. Upgrades include   Split Plantation shutters, Travertine Tile.

1309 Forest Ave • $875,000
Neptune Beach, FL 32266 • 5 beds 4 baths 3,484 sq. ft.

LISTED BELOW APPRAISAL! This is one of the most beautiful homes and properties 
across the entire beaches area with marsh views, open living spaces, hardwood 
floors throughout, phenomenal chef’s kitchen. Plantation shutters throughout. Custom 
closets, custom built-ins through out and many more features not mentioned.

Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com
1326 South 3rd Street

Jacksonville Beach, FL, 32250

904-501-9037
www.NortheastFLLiving.com

  Would you like to advertise in this newspaper? Reach thousands of your neighbors in 32081,32082 & 32250.
Call Tara Belanger today at 904-501-9037 and inquire about the next issue!

See What People Are Saying About Tara:
“ My wife and I bought our first house on the last day of 2018. Throughout 

the process, Tara was knowledgeable and guided us around every corner. 
I have a very busy schedule so I sent communications late at night. She 
responded every time either that night or by 9am the next morning. The 
title agents and mortgage brokers commented that Tara was very easy to 
work with, which got us great service from them as well. I would highly 
recommend Tara if you are buying your first or tenth home.”  – by J.S.


