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by Tara Belanger

Realtor.com recently declared Nocatee 
the second best selling community in 
America, based on construction booms, 
rising population and home appreciation. 
Indeed, the town has seen exponential 
growth since its 2001 approval as a 
Development of Regional Impact. 

Nocatee had fewer than 5,000 
residents in 2014. According to datausa.
com, that number went up to 7,306 in 
2015, and then in 2016, it rose to 9,836. 
The U.S. Census estimated the 2017 
population at 11,634.

The PARC Group, the project’s 
developers, reported 68 home sales in 
2009 when 11 builders offered properties 
in seven neighborhoods. By 2018, there 
were 20 builders in 30 communities, 
averaging 1,000 sales annually for four 
consecutive years.

The mixed-use development spreads 
across roughly 25 square miles in Ponte 
Vedra, with 60 percent of the land set 
aside for natural preservation. Not only 
must the designers integrate human 
habitats with lush greenery, but builders 
also must deploy their contractors 
judiciously. 

Incorporating smart-growth practices 
brought forth an ideal place to cultivate 
business, a family, a community. Nearly 
4,000 households occupy homes ranging 
in price from the low-200s to $1 million 
or more. There are properties suited 
to any lifestyle, from young families to 
retirees, on streets designed for optimal 
traffic flow, flanked by wide sidewalks 
and bright streetlights. All are within 
easy reach of commercial, social and 
recreational activities.

WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT
The National Association of 

Realtors® 2018 Profile of Home Buyers 
and Sellers is the result of a survey of 
people in various regions of the U.S. 
who bought new homes between July 
2017 and June 2018. Of the 7,000-or-so 
respondents, 62 percent chose to live in 
a suburb or subdivision; 22 percent were 

drawn to the kinds of amenities typical 
of new-build communities. Nocatee does 
not disappoint in this respect.

Convenience to work is a significant 
factor in many home purchases, and 
Nocatee is a quick, easy commute to 
both Jacksonville and St. Augustine. 
Not surprisingly, married couples with 
children favor single-family homes close 
to schools. Nocatee straddles the St. 
Johns and Duval county line, so both 
award-winning county school districts 
serve the students here, depending on 
their neighborhood. 

Walkability is high on the priority 
list for many homebuyers. The Nocatee 
Town Center, while not geographically 
centered, is a pedestrian-friendly business 
complex that blends office space, shops, 
salons, restaurants and a wide variety of 
healthcare and personal services for both 
people and pets. It also puts residents 
of the adjacent neighborhoods within 
walking distance of swimming pools and 
nature trails.

Construction is set to begin on an 
expansion that will add 40,000 square feet 
of retail space anchored by GreenWise 

Market, scheduled to open in early 2020. 
Shoppers can park their golf carts there 
and go for a walk on the waterfront.

A COASTAL TOWN BUILT  
FOR WATER LOVERS

Nocatee has options aplenty for 
dipping, swimming, boating and fishing. 

Spray Park opened in early March. 
Its main attraction is an above-ground 
interactive spray playground that provides 
four stories climbing, sliding and water 
play. A nearby event field hosts drive-in 
movie nights, farmers markets, concerts 
and other activities.

Northeast Florida’s highest water 
slide tower resides at Splash Water Park, 
as does a 377-foot zip line. Swimmers 
and waders of all ages have their choice 
of pools and water features. There’s a 
playground for young children, a beach 
volleyball court and generous seating and 
deck space for get-togethers.

An eight-lane pool for junior 
Olympic competitions is the center of 
the Nocatee Swim Club. Surrounding it 
is the Swim Club Green, where folks can 

NOCATEE: THEY BUILT IT, AND THEY CAME
Why Home Buyers are Drawn to Nocatee

This report is courtesy of Tara Belanger at RE/MAX Unlimited. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers  currently under contract. Copyright ©2019

EXPANDING Continued on Page 10

 Ponte Vedra - If you’ve tried to sell your home yourself, 
you know that the minute you put the “For Sale by Owner” 
sign up, the phone will start to ring off 
the hook. Unfortunately, most calls aren’t 
from prospective buyers, but rather from 
every real estate agent in town who will 
start to hound you for your listing.
 Like other “For Sale by Owners”, you’ll 
be subjected to a hundred sales pitches 
from agents who will tell you how great 
they are and how you can’t possibly sell 
your home by yourself. After all, without 
the proper information, selling a home isn’t easy. Perhaps 
you’ve had your home on the market for several months with 
no offers from qualified buyers. This can be a very frustrating 
time, and many homeowners have given up their dreams of 

selling their homes themselves. But don’t give up until you’ve 
read a new report entitled “Sell Your Own Home” which has 

been prepared especially for homesellers 
like you. You’ll find that selling your 
home by yourself is entirely possible once 
you understand the process.
 Inside this report, you’ll find 10 
inside tips to selling your home by your-
self which will help you sell for the best 
price in the shortest amount of time. 
You’ll find out what real estate agents 
don’t want you to know. 

 To order your FREE copy of this report call  
Tara Belanger at 904.501.9037. Get your free special 
report NOW to learn how you really can sell your home 
yourself.

HOW TO SELL YOUR PONTE VEDRA 
AREA HOME YOURSELF: 

10 TIPS REAL ESTATE AGENTS DON’T WANT YOU TO KNOW
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by Janet Kidd Stewart

T he very young and very old needn’t worry 
so much about market turbulence, we’re 
often told. Over a long time, volatility 

smooths out quite nicely for the young. Older 
retirees, hopefully, have tamped down enough risk 
in their portfolios that a stock shock shouldn’t 
cause much of a blip.

Where does that leave those in the middle, 
particularly the ones with five or fewer years 
until retirement or those in the first few years? 
Welcome to the nail-biter years, when a few 
volatile sessions can cause many would-be retirees 
to rethink their timing.

This column typically explores the retirement 
levers we can control: spending rates, asset 
allocation, investment costs and the like. Focusing 
on what we can control, experts say, helps distract 
us from we can’t control, which is the haunting 
worry that a big market dip early in retirement will 
derail our best-laid plans.

Does that mean we should never think about 
market forecasts and timing? Plenty of evidence 
suggests that is precisely the thing to do. Studies 
have shown investors achieved better returns when 
they invested lump sums rather than dribbling in 
the money over time to take advantage of lower 
stock prices during downturns.

Realistically, though, most people struggle to 
ignore big economic and market events in the years 
leading up to retirement. Likewise, people in their 
first decade of post-work life perhaps feel even more 

vulnerable to economic downturns. Experienced 
sailors can keep a ship moving in a variety of wind 
conditions, but they can’t control nature.

That’s where so-called tactical investing strategies 
come into play. Investors pick a mix of stocks and 
bonds appropriate for their age and risk tolerance, 
but tilt a small portion of the portfolio to reflect 
current economic or market trends. For example, 
someone with a recommended asset allocation of 
60 percent stocks and 40 percent bonds might 
allow the stock portion to swell or shrink by 5 to 
10 percentage points if monetary policy and other 
economic factors were pointing in one direction.

“The most important thing you can do is have 
long-term investment parameters and never violate 
them,” said Jim Paulsen, chief investment strategist 
for the Leuthold Group. “You want to operate in a 
range that has nothing to do with whatever is going 
on today.”

At the margin, however, Paulsen thinks there 
are opportunities to tweak portfolios to take a 
different tack that ultimately helps investors stay 
the course. He believes the Federal Reserve’s recent 
dovish signals on inflation pressures may extend 
the bull market in stocks in the coming year. And 
if consumers re-ignite their own appetites for risk, 
the case is even stronger.

“Last year the expansion was headed for an end 
because we were at full employment and the Fed 
was tightening,” he said. Now, after the Fed has 
backed off, he’s leaning toward the bullish case for 
stock performance remaining strong.

He believes there are still opportunities for 
international stocks and U.S. financials, though 
he’s less enthusiastic about former tech darlings like 
Facebook and Amazon.

Whether Paulsen’s take on the economy 
convinces you to slightly tilt your nest egg toward 
more risk—and slight is the operative word after 
such a long bull market—or it simply helps you 
resist pulling out of stocks altogether, make sure 
your core asset allocation is strong. If it is, even a 
strong wind won’t blow you too far off course.  n

©2018 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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MARCH SALES STATISTICS 
FOR 32081, 32082 & 32250

March Average Days on Market

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from April 2, 2019

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

March Average Price per Sq Ft.

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from April 2, 2019

*DOM=Days on Market, Sq Ft = Square Footage, 
BR=# of Bedrooms, BA= # of Bathrooms

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

March Average Sales Price

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from April 2, 2019

All data from RealtyWEB.Net
InfoSparks ©2019 ShowingTime

32081*
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

977747   18 CATKIN LN $463,000  65 3,124 4 3 4/12/19

952168   353 DANIEL PARK CIR $442,560  188 2,569 4 3 4/12/19

903680   254 DEER RIDGE DR $660,000  516 3,289 5 4 4/12/19

940263   787 OUTLOOK DR $606,153  268 3,338 5 4 4/12/19

983416   173 CASPIA LN $309,000  7 1,468 2 2 4/11/19

976388   472 MAJESTIC EAGLE DR $600,000  76 3,247 4 3 4/11/19

963149   102 DEER RIDGE DR $625,089  0 2,531 4 3 4/10/19

969060   40 BRIAR RIDGE CT $406,583  0 2,025 3 2 4/10/19

981544   113 PORTSIDE AVE $549,000  253 3,372 4 3 4/10/19

964689   105 BIG HORN TRAIL $522,669  0 2,518 4 3 4/9/19

967775   105 STONY FORD DR $398,000  127 3,354 4 3 4/9/19

964916   184 GULFSTREAM WAY $539,000  142 2,690 3 3 4/8/19

981832   203 ASPEN LEAF DR $309,000  18 1,802 3 2 4/8/19

978537   59 BLAZER TRAIL $485,000  39 2,689 4 3 4/5/19

968686   299 DANIEL PARK CIR $440,950  0 2,586 4 3 4/5/19

32082*
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

972463   111 SAWBILL PALM DR $820,000  237 3,903 5 4 4/12/19

970827   1504 TURTLE BAY CV $615,000  88 2,857 3 3 4/12/19

956743   344 S NINE DR $775,000  182 3,264 4 4 4/12/19

972437   2623 L’ATRIUM CIR S $262,500  101 1,040 2 2 4/12/19

957165   216 VISTA GRANDE DR $255,000  161 1,141 2 2 4/11/19

978497   125 ISLAND DR $310,000  52 1,316 3 2 4/9/19

973949   131 BURNING PINE CT $360,000  14 1,591 3 2 4/8/19

979104   42 LAGOON COURSE AVE $812,500  30 3,040 4 3 4/8/19

961502   133 SAILFISH DR $515,308  174 1,876 3 2 4/5/19

984717   132 STRONG BRANCH DR $1,100,000  1 3,738 4 3 4/5/19

905319   116 KING SAGO CT $845,000  489 3,268 4 3 4/4/19

982460   725 MILL STREAM RD $472,000  9 2,247 3 2 4/3/19

971172   389 CLEARWATER DR $800,000  250 4,247 6 5 4/2/19

976101   2442 LORRAINE CT N $300,000  53 1,460 3 2 4/1/19

977911   3061 S PONTE VEDRA BLVD $1,375,000  43 3,031 5 4 3/29/19

32250*
MLS# Address Sold Price DOM Sq. Ft BR BA Sold Date

962346   147 32ND AVE S $1,075,000  136 3,284 5 4 4/12/19

978189   1032 S 16TH AVE $302,500  53 1,477 3 2 4/12/19

982025   715 HOLLY DR $386,000  1 1,677 3 2 4/12/19

976448   3406 PALM ISLAND RD $940,000  53 4,023 4 4 4/12/19

973564   1506 SEAGATE AVE $397,500  82 2,032 3 2 4/11/19

957752   1018 23RD ST N $266,000  190 1,596 3 2 4/11/19

981197   1852 ROYAL FERN LN $525,000  10 2,197 4 3 4/11/19

971126   1642 8TH ST S $269,500  100 925 3 1 4/11/19

958431   2760 COLONIES DR $517,925  192 2,240 3 2 4/10/19

980904   885 7TH AVE S $290,000  38 1,385 3 2 4/10/19

965550   1824 ARDEN WAY $375,000  83 1,778 3 2 4/10/19

961198   4332 TIDEVIEW DR $420,000  173 2,212 3 2 4/9/19

975131   609 PATRICIA LN $425,000  41 1,734 3 2 4/9/19

977777   175 21ST AVE S $595,000  27 1,779 3 2 4/5/19

977506   3869 GRANDE BLVD $600,000  36 3,206 4 3 4/5/19

March 2019
Entire MLS: $265,876
32081: $441,140
32082: $648,547
32250: $460,886

March 2019
Entire MLS: 65
32081: 67
32082: 88
32250: 80

March 2019
Entire MLS: $132
32081: $176
32082: $241
32250: $247
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  real estate advice

by Hallie Miller 

Forget cheesy pickup lines. The 
hottest thing you can say to a 
potential mate in 2019? “I own my 

own house.”
A recent survey suggests that owning a 

house makes you more attractive to potential 
mates.

Conducted by real estate listings site 
Realtor.com, the study finds that nearly 
60 percent of millennial singles agreed that 
homeownership boosts attractiveness. More 
than any other generation, 26 percent of 
the age group also indicated it was either 
important or very important for their 
significant other to own a home.

Of the 500 people who identified as 
single in the survey, nearly half felt that 
homeownership made would-be partners 
attractive.

“This survey data suggests that many 
... perhaps (use) it as a signal for financial 
savviness and success,” said Danielle Hale, 
Realtor.com’s chief economist in a statement.

If home ownership is hot right now, then 
Baltimore women are on fire.

Single female homeowners make up more 
than 21 percent of all women in the metro 
area, according to the study. Baltimore ranks 
second behind Detroit among the top cities 
with the highest shares of single female 
homeownership, according to Realtor.com.

The survey suggests that other markets 
in the South and Midwest with strong job 
opportunities, growing economies and 
affordable home prices tend to attract young 
female professionals seeking to buy a home and 
take on a mortgage, citing Charlotte, N.C., 
Philadelphia and Minneapolis as the cities 
behind Detroit and Baltimore with the largest 
shares of unmarried female homeowners.

Realtor.com also notes that single women 
are one of the fastest growing demographics 
in the housing market.

Detroit also leads the way in single 
male homeownership, followed by St. Louis, 
Minneapolis, Cleveland and Pittsburgh. 
These mostly Midwestern cities share 
relatively low listing prices as well as high 
volumes of young people mixed into the 
population, according to the survey.

More women than men acknowledged 
a correlation between homeownership and 
attraction, at 48 percent to 43 percent, 
respectively. Women also were more likely 
to answer that it was important or very 
important for their partners to own homes 
compared to their male counterparts, 29 
percent to 19 percent.  n

©2019 The Baltimore Sun
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC

SINGLES WHO OWN HOMES MAY BE MORE ATTRACTIVE TO POTENTIAL PARTNERS

  Q & A with the real estate expert 

QDear Tara, After a 
lot of consideration, 
I am finally ready to 
move to a new home. 
Since I have lived in 

my current home for several 
years, I am a bit anxious about 
starting my search. After all, I 
haven’t looked for a house—
or even thought about it—in 
quite a while. Plus, when I 
purchased my home, I was a 
first-time buyer, and sometimes 
I felt a little overwhelmed and 
frustrated by the process. I am 
very excited about finding a 
new home that meets all of my 
criteria and expectations, and I 
know that my dream home is 
waiting for me. But I want to 
make sure that the process is 
a little less stressful this time. 
What advice can you offer to 
make my home search go more 
smoothly?

Kate

Dear Kate: Buying a home is a 
major investment, so it’s only 

natural to feel nervous when 
beginning your search—

no matter how long 
it’s been since you last 

purchased a house. According 
to a report compiled by the 
National Association of 
REALTORS® (NAR) entitled 
“2018 Profile of Home Buyers 
and Sellers,” buyers viewed a 

median of 10 homes before 
making a purchase. However, 
it’s important to stress that this 
number varies greatly for each 
buyer. Some buyers find a home 
after looking at only one, while 
others may tour dozens. So, 
keep in mind that there is no 
magic number. If you start to 
feel frustrated, remind yourself 
that the home search process 
is different for everyone, and 
remember to stay positive. It 
may take a while, but when you 
find your new home, you will 
know that it’s absolutely perfect 
for you.

The following advice will 
help make the search for your 
new home less overwhelming: 

Make a detailed list. Most 
likely, you already know what 
type of home you want and 
what features are important to 
you. So make a list to help you 
focus on homes that meet your 
criteria. This list will also give 
you a sense of control during 
your search.

Research homes for sale 
online before scheduling 
tours. Without a doubt, the 
digital age has greatly enhanced 
the home search process, and 
Realtor.com (which owns most 
Multiple Listing Services) is 

utterly amazing. You’ll find 
all the basics plus many extras 
like listings that feature video 
tours. There are plenty of 
others search sites, too, such as 
Zillow and Trulia that can be 
helpful for seeing comparative 
prices in neighborhoods, but 
a word of caution is critical: 
cyber tools can never take the 
place of a veteran real estate 
agent. Even the major sites are 
well-known for information 
that is often inaccurate or 
obsolete such as incorrect 
numbers of bedrooms, baths, 
lot size, and very often, price. 
These sites are search engines 
that rely on tax records and 
algorithms that necessarily 
change over time. They often 
just can’t keep up. Only those 
of us who are full-timers “on 
the ground” really know the 
housing inventory, the quality 
and proximity of schools, 
shopping, entertainment, the 
job market, recreation, and a 
host of current activities that 
have bearing on your decision. 
I urge you to enjoy the 
experience of breezing though 
lots of properties on your 
monitor or laptop, and to get 
a feel for comparative elements 
such as square footage, the 
number of bedrooms and 
baths, amenities, lot size, and 
much more. These helpers can 

narrow your search by finding 
homes that match the features 
on your list from my Step 
One. Online research can also 
save you a lot of time because 
you can eliminate houses that 
aren’t a good fit, so you won’t 
be touring homes that you’d 
never buy.

Narrow down your 
search. Choose a particular 
community that really appeals 
to you and focus on viewing 
homes in that area. This will 
give you some direction and 
limit the scope of your search, 
which will help facilitate the 
process.  

Seek the expertise of a real 
estate agent. I have in-depth, 
up-to-date knowledge of the 
local market, so I’m more 
than happy to work with you 
to offer advice and guidance 
during your search. And since 
I also have access to the MLS, 
I may even know the inside 
scoop about homes before they 
are listed for sale.  

Have fun. Searching for 
a new home is an exciting 
experience. So make sure that 
you don’t stress too much over 
the process. You’re preparing 
to embark on a new chapter 
in your life, so enjoy yourself. 

Trust your instincts.  
When you find the perfect 
home, make an offer. Don’t 
wait. If you truly love the 
home, you definitely don’t 
want to risk losing it to another 
buyer. 

When you’re ready to begin 
searching for your new home, 
feel free to call me at 904-
501-9037. I would be happy 
to answer any questions or 
schedule a time to meet to 
discuss your particular needs.  
n

Streamline the Home Search Process
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by Kathryn Weber

Looking for a place to melt away 
your cares and relax? Look no 
further than a freestanding 

tub. While once looked upon as 
old-fashioned, the freestanding tub 
has been updated and is no longer 
relegated to the sidelines. With sleek 
and contemporary lines, freestanding 
bathtubs have made a resurgence and 
offer a chic and updated look to your 
bathroom.

NO MORE WALLFLOWER
After decades of being built-in to 

the bathroom and integrated into the 
walls, tubs have cut their ties and are 
holding their own. A freestanding 
tub is a wonderful choice if you’re 
considering a remodel or you want to 
add more emphasis to the bathroom. 
These tubs come in a variety of 
shapes, sizes and materials, and they 
take center stage, making a natural 
focal point in your bathroom.

MATERIAL INTEREST
Tubs in the past have generally 

come in two materials: cast-iron or 
fiberglass. However, new freestanding 
tubs can run the gamut in materials. 
They can still be found in cast-iron 
and fiberglass, but they can also be 
found in metals, like stainless steel, 
copper and brass, or wood, acrylic, 
resin or stone. Tubs made of stone 
and resin can be especially heavy, so if 

one of these captures your heart, take 
into account whether the flooring can 
support the weight of the tub. Tubs 
made of fiberglass, acrylic or metal 
will have a lighter weight.

SHAPE AND STYLE
There is a range of shapes to choose 

from in freestanding tubs. One of the 
most common and quintessential-
looking tubs is the old claw-footed 

variety. These tubs helped define tub 
shape and style since the beginning 
of their appearance in the 1800s. 
There is the most common, single 
end. This has a long oval at one end 
that allows the bather to lean against 
the back of the tub comfortably. This 
is followed by a single slipper, with 
the lounging end sloped slightly, the 
double slipper, with two ends sloped 
allowing two bathers to comfortably 

relax in the tub, and a double ended 
tub, where both sides are shaped 
similarly.

But there’s still more choice in 
shape. Tubs today can be oval, square 
or round. One freestanding tub that 
is especially nice is a Japanese-style 
soaking tub. These tubs take up less 
square footage, but they’re deeper 
and enable the bather to soak up to 
their shoulders. It’s a unique shape 
and style, but it’s perfect for small 
bathrooms or for a deeper soaking 
experience.

DETAILS, DETAILS, DETAILS
Getting your freestanding tub 

into place will also require you to 
consider the drain hole and where it 
is located in relationship to the tub 
placement. Plumbing should also be 
taken into account, as it will either 
need to be freestanding or mounted 
on a wall to fill the tub.

When determining where to place 
your freestanding tub, think about it 
as a focal point. It can be placed next 
to a window, such as a bay window, 
or where there is a natural spot in 
your bathroom where your eye falls as 
you enter. This is a great way to take 
advantage of and play up the shape 
of your tub, and turn your bathroom 
into a bathing destination.  n

©2019 Kathryn Weber 
Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.

THE TUB Stands Alone
“A freestanding tub 

is a wonderful 
choice if you’re 
considering a 

remodel or you 
want to add more 
emphasis to the 

bathroom.”

5

this month: freestanding bathtubs l
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  improvements and updates

IN
 T

HE
 H

OM
E

by Kathryn Weber

I f there’s one thing that’s 
become a mantra in the past 
20 years of decorating, it’s that 

less is more. But there’s a new 
wave of thought that’s decidedly 
old-fashioned, and it says that less 
is sterile and un-homey. There are 
those who feel that there is comfort 
in stuff, like the overfull bookshelves 
in your grandmother’s living room, 
the ceramic figures that adorned 
the tops of dressers, and the chintz 
and patterned wallpaper that gave 
her rooms life. Has our give-it-all-
away decluttering left us with little 
to cherish and a home absent of 
hominess? Some say yes.

MAXIMALISM DEFINED
If owning very little and 

having few possessions is a relief, 
maximalism is not for you. 
Maximalism is a trend that bucks 
the “less is more” idea with a 
belief that more is more. However, 
Maximalism isn’t about clutter 
and hoarding. It’s finding comfort 
in excess or repetition, such as 
with color or design. In the arts, 
maximalism celebrates patter and 
texture, and it has a no-holds-
barred view of design.

It doesn’t matter that things don’t 
match; it’s exactly the point that they 
don’t. Putting together what works 
for you and your personal aesthetic 
is the key to maximalism. To a Zen 
decor enthusiast, the visual array is 
clutter, overwhelm and excess, and 
adds visual stress, the point at where 
maximalists feel comfortable.

BUCKING ZEN
For years, the Zen style of decor 

has offered a respite from the busy, 
hectic and oversaturated world. 
It’s streamlined with scaled back 
possessions, clear, open spaces and 
muted, neutral colors with emphasis 
on colors and textures of nature. It’s 
the absence of excess that creates 
a Zen-style home. And it’s that 
stark absence that the maximalist 
notices and that makes them feel 
uncomfortable. The lack of color 
and personal items represents loss 
of connection and feels like your 
floating in your home—the very 
thing the Zen style is aiming for—

versus being anchored firmly by 
color, collections and the stuff of 
your life.

PERMISSION GRANTED
If you’ve grown weary of 

feeling the need to relieve your 
home of your possessions or to 
streamline it to a point that it’s 
uncomfortable, maximalism is 
your escape route. Embrace your 
joy of color, pattern and excess so 
you find your comfort zone again. 
Simply put, there may be only so 
much white, beige or brown you 

can manage, and if you’re tired of 
living in a white out, then pull in 
some color.

Pile up the pillows on the sofa. 
Mix and match patterns to your 
heart’s content, but try to keep a 
little order by organizing some of 
the chaos. If you have a collection, 
try pulling it together so that it 
can make a statement instead of 
spreading it around the house where 
it looks cluttered and loses impact. 
Put your stuff out and let it take 
center stage. Use juxtaposition to 
keep it interesting. Have a stuffed 

moose head? There’s no reason it 
can’t go over a chintz covered sofa 
next to a contemporary leather 
sling chair.

Maximalists see the neutral 
emphasis as a home going nowhere, 
and being transported is where they 
want to be. If you love big, bold 
design you are part of a burgeoning 
trend and it’s colorful, loud and 
proud.  n

©2019 Kathryn Weber 
Distributed by Tribune Content 

Agency, LLC.

by Kathryn Weber

The resolutions to lose 
weight, stop smoking 
or cut out sweets is a 

common goal for each new 
year. But resolutions such as 
going to the gym can fall 
by the wayside when the 
thought of heading out for 

an early morning workout 
means having to get dressed 
for the day at the gym. Good 
intentions aside, having 
a home gym is perfect for 
anyone who wants to exercise 
more, and wants a way to be 
able to do it conveniently and 
avoid excuses like the weather 
or inconvenience.

Having a home gym means 
excuses about inconvenience 
go away. Plus, with a gym 
in your home you’ll be able 
to work out, clean up and 
go about your day without 
having to lug it all in and out 
of a car or wipe down someone 
else’s sweat from your favorite 
exercise machine.

FINDING SPACE
If you have a spare 

bedroom, finding space for 
your gym is solved. But what 
if you don’t have a spare 
room for a gym? Basements 
and garages are tempting 
gym spots, but if they’re not 
heated or air-conditioned, 
they could be too cold or too 
hot to exercise comfortably, 
and that could discourage you 
from exercising. Instead, look 
for a corner of a room where 
you could create a gym space. 
Once you have your gym site 
selected, it’s time to outfit it 
for your workouts.

EQUIPPING THE SPACE
No matter what type of 

exercise you prefer, there are 
several things you’ll want to do 
whether you lift weights, walk 
on a treadmill or do yoga. The 
first is to find good flooring. 
Look into interlocking gym 
mats that you can use to 
outline your gym or your gym 
space. These mats are terrific 
for almost any type of exercise 
and will give your feet and gym 
equipment added cushion and 
stability -- and give your space 
the look and feel of a real gym.

Second is lighting. Make 
sure you have adequate 
lighting from windows or 
from overhead fixtures. If 
there’s a window in your gym 
area, consider adding a large 

leaning mirror to the opposite 
wall. This will double up the 
light and make your space 
feel larger and more open. 
This is also a great option 
if you’re renting and can’t 
make changes to your space. 
However, if you’re converting 
a room into a gym, give some 
thought to adding mirror 
on one wall. The mirror will 
help to keep you motivated 
and check your form at the 
same time. Overhead, add a 
track lighting style fixture will 
brighten up your gym area and 
help you see well.

Other ideas for your home 
gym include adding a television 
so you can watch and ride your 
exercise bike or run on the 
treadmill, for example, or do 
follow-along exercise videos. 
Give your gym some musical 
inspiration with Bluetooth 
speakers so you listen to your 
favorite workout playlist and 
keep your motivation up.

Add a hook on the wall for 
a towel and place a basket on 
the floor against the wall to 
store clean towels and other 
exercise equipment. For other 
members of the family into 
working out, install personal 
lockers for a locker room 
experience at home.  n

©2019 Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency, 

LLC.

GET FIT WITH A HOME GYM

THE RETURN OF MAXIMALISM
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by Kathryn Weber

hether it ’s 
due to design 

configurations or 
remodeling, many homes 
have an extra space that’s 
not necessarily a bedroom 
but still added square 
footage. Realtors typically 
call these bonus spaces a 
flex room or bonus room. 
These tucked away spaces 
often turn into the default 
storage room, becoming 
cluttered and unusable. If 
you have a flex room, try 
turning it into a useable 
space that adds value to 
your home’s square footage, 
and enjoyment for you. 

FUN FLEX ROOM
Getting the most out of 

your home’s usable space 

is always a good idea, and 
flex rooms can help you 
create a specialty space you 
might not otherwise have. 
A terrific use for growing 
families is to turn your flex 
room into a play room. 
Adding bookshelves and a 
teepee tent, you can create 
a reading nook to encourage 
young ones to take off on 
wild adventures between the 
covers of a book.

This is also a great play 
space for adults or teens. 
If there’s enough room, a 
flex space makes a terrific 
game room. Add a table for 
playing cards or a billiards 
table. Or, turn it into a 
man-cave decorated with 
your team’s colors and 
memorabilia. Give a corner 
of the room over to a bar 
for adult enjoyment, or 

to pump up the fun add 
a foosball table that will 
draw your teen’s friends to 
your house and keep them 
occupied.

CREATIVE USAGE
There are so many ways to 

use a flex room. Here are some 
creative ways to turn the bonus 
area into a useful space.

1. Because cribs are small, a 
flex room makes a terrific 
spot to convert to a nursery.

2. For budding writers or 
entrepreneurs, a flex 
room can become the new 
headquarters to a startup 
or a place to escape to for 
quiet contemplation.

3. If you’ve always dreamed 
of a library, create your 

own home library or 
study with some rich 
wall colors, plenty of 
bookshelves, a comfy 
reading chair and a lamp.

4. If your flex room is 
near your bedroom, 
why not turn it into a 
closet masterpiece? Just 
remember, a small space 
can make a big closet.

5. Hobbies and crafts are 
another wonderful use 
for a flex room. Outfit 
the space with a table 
and shelving (to store 
supplies), and you’ll have 
a spot to work on your 
favorite hobbies. Wall 
space can be used to 
show off your creations.

6. If heading to the gym is 

a chore, turn your flex 
room into a mini-gym for 
getting in your workouts 
right at home.

MULTI-USE SPACE
Give your bonus room 

even more flexibility by 
turning it into a multi-use 
room. If your flex room 
is a study, consider adding 
a pull-out sofa, futon or 
day bed that doubles 
as seating and a bed for 
overnight guests. Or, turn it 
into a bedroom for siblings 
who don’t want to share 
anymore. A trundle bed 
comes in handy for extra 
sleeping space for sleepovers 
and saves space too.  n

©2019 Kathryn Weber 
Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency, LLC.
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 Ponte Vedra - Are you an “Empty Nester” who 
needs a home for the future? Is it time to downsize 
or to move into another home more suitable for your 
glorious retirement years?
 Like thousands of residents in our area, you may 
be discovering that after years of non-stop child 
traffic in and out of your doors, toys on the floor, 
music floating throughout, suddenly you can hear 
a pin drop over the quiet hum of the refrigerator. 
Your rooms are filled with pictures and memories of 
this wonderful time of your life, but there are many 
empty rooms gathering dust now that your children 
have moved on. The freer years ahead are exciting 
ones to look forward to, and it’s time for you to 
move on as well. If you find yourself in this situation, 
you’re in vast and good company. And what that 
means is that there are many wonderful opportuni-
ties for you to create this new chapter in your life...
if you know what is takes to get the most out of the 

equity you’ve built up in your current home.
 To help you understand the issues involved in  
making such a move, and how to avoid the 9 most 
common and costly mistakes most Empty Nesters 
make, a new report called “Empty Nester: How to Sell 
the Place You Call Home” has been prepared which 
identifies these issues, and shows you how to steer 
clear of the mistakes that could cost you literally 
thousands of dollars.
 To order a FREE Special Report call Tara 
Belanger at 904.501.9037.
 Get your free special report NOW to find out 
how you can fly your empty nest with the most cash 
in your pocket.

This report is courtesy of Tara Belanger at RE/MAX 
Unlimited. Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers  currently 
under contract. Copyright ©2019

EMPTY NESTERS:
MISTAKES THAT COULD COST YOU 
THOUSANDS WHEN SELLING YOUR HOME



by Don Lindich 

QDoes anyone really 
believe that vinyl 
sounds better than 
digital? Only digital 

deniers! Reproducing stereo 
sound from a vinyl record 
involves many issues and 
compromises including 
high and low frequency 
reproduction, varying track 
speeds, a groove that contains 
left and right sounds, all 
coupled with dust, scratches, 
record and needle wear, and 
motor distortions. How 
about doing a blind test of a 
live band vs. digital vs. vinyl?

I myself prefer vinyl 
over digital for music 
reproduction, despite 

vinyl’s limitations as you 
have described them. I also 
have many more LPs than 
CDs and my turntables get 
much more use than my CD 
players or streaming devices. 
Despite my preference I do 
not consider myself a “digital 
denier” and lack the reasoning 
or motivation to conduct such 
a blind test. I don’t think it is 
necessary to prove one format 
is better than the other, and 
everyone can enjoy both vinyl 
and digital formats the same 
way one might enjoy Italian, 
Japanese, Chinese, Mexican 
and American food. Someone 
may have a favorite format or 
type of cuisine, or they may 
not, but it is nice to have 
variety and enjoy them all. 
There is also a lot of music 
available on vinyl that is not 
available on digital, and vice-
versa. So, we need them both.

One place where digital is 
clearly king is home theater. 
I can’t imagine a needle in a 
groove trying to re-create lossless 
audio from a movie soundtrack 
the way Blu-ray can!

Q Thanks for recom-
mending the Emotiva 
Airmotiv T-Zero 
speakers. I just ordered 

them and discovered that 
Emotiva offers a military 
discount to active service 
members, veterans and 
dependents. I photographed 
my DD214 and sent it in 
for verification. I received a 
discount and total cost for the 
speakers was only $359.10, with 
free shipping. Any company 
that recognizes vets will get my 
money first, provided they are 
selling quality gear!

What a great find! 
Thank you for 
your service, and 

thank you for passing on 
the information. After I 
received your email I found 
the appropriate page on 
Emotiva’s website. Active 
duty military, veterans and 
dependents covers a lot of 
people out there. If you are 
eligible go to emotiva.com/
pages/military-discounts to 
sign up for the 10 percent 
discount. 

The Airmotiv T-Zero 
speakers are already a 

stunning value at $399. At 
$359.10 they are a steal. I am 
a few weeks into my review 
now and I have to say, they 
keep sounding better as I 
break them in. I just played 
my vinyl LP of “Phantom of 
the Opera” with the original 
London cast and it sounded 
just fantastic. Not only was 
the sound very beautiful, the 
speakers can be played at high 
volumes without breaking 
up. The sound quality and 
realistic volumes made me 
feel like I was reproducing 
the performance in my 

listening room, which I don’t 
think I have ever said about 
any other speakers selling for 
under $400.

Combine the $399 Emotiva 
TA-100 receiver with the $399 
Airmotiv T-Zero speakers and 
you have the basis of a really 
great stereo system with high-
end panache. If you qualify 
for the 10 percent discount 
the system comes to only 
$718.20 including shipping. 
emotiva.com.  n

©2019 Distributed By 
Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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DIRECTIONS
The night before, put the grapes in a nonreactive mixing bowl. Pour the 

riesling over the grapes, cover the bowl, and refrigerate overnight. Before you 
begin cooking, drain the grapes and set aside 1/2 cup of the wine.

Season the pork medallions lightly, but evenly, on both sides with the salt 
and pepper. Dust both sides very lightly with flour.

Over medium-high heat, preheat a heavy sauté pan large enough to hold 
the medallions in a single layer. Add 2 tablespoons of the butter. Place the 
medallions in the pan, and sauté until they’re golden brown on both sides, 
turning them once, 3 to 4 minutes per side; they should still be slightly pink 
inside if you cut into one with a small, sharp knife.

With tongs, immediately transfer the medallions to a heated platter, cover 
with foil and keep warm.

Pour off excess fat from the pan. Return the pan to medium-high heat, add 
the reserved 1/2 cup of the wine, and stir and scrape with a wooden spoon 
to deglaze the pan deposits. Continue boiling the water until it has reduced 
by about a third. Pour in the stock or broth, bring to a boil, and continue 
boiling until the liquid has thickened slightly, 3 to 5 minutes. Season to taste 
with salt and pepper. Then, while whisking continuously, add 2 tablespoons 
of the butter a little bit at a time to form a sauce with a creamy consistency 
thick enough to coat the back of a spoon. Set aside and keep warm.

In a separate saucepan, melt the remaining 1 tablespoon butter over 
medium-low heat. Add the drained grapes and cook, stirring occasionally, 
until they have heated through. Drain off any liquid that has accumulated in 
the pan and then add the grapes to the hot sauce.

Transfer two pork medallions to each heated serving plate. Spoon 
the sauce and grapes over the pork, and garnish with parsley. Serve 
immediately. Serves 4.  n

SAUTÉED PORK MEDALLIONS WITH RIESLING-MARINATED GRAPES

Vinyl vs. Digital Doesn’t Have to be a Fight
SOUND ADVICE:

INGREDIENTS
• 1/2 pound seedless grapes, stemmed

• 1 1/2 cups Johannisberg Riesling

• 1 1/2 pounds pork tenderloin, 
trimmed and cut crosswise into 
8 medallions about 1/2-inch thick

• 1 1/2 cups good-quality canned 
chicken stock or broth

• Kosher salt

• Freshly ground black pepper

• All-purpose flour, for dusting

• 5 tablespoons unsalted butter

• 1 1/2 tablespoons chopped 
fresh Italian parsleys © 2019 Wolfgang Puck Worldwide, Inc. 

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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by J. Harry Jones

N ew Englanders like to brag about 
the canopy of color that carpets 
the Northeast in the fall. But when 

conditions are right, as they appear to be 
this year, there’s little that rivals the bloom 
of millions of wildflowers on the floor of 
Southern California’s Anza-Borrego desert.

And just like back East, where the hordes 
take to the road to view the turning of the 
leaves, visitors from throughout Southern 
California will come by the thousands to the 
small desert community of Borrego Springs to 
witness the so-called Super Bloom.

But unlike two years ago, when the town 
was overwhelmed and unprepared for the 
nearly half-million people who descended on 
the state’s largest park, officials say this year 
they are ready to handle the crush of beauty-
seeking visitors.

There will be no Flowergeddon 2, they 
insist, referencing the term used to describe the 
chaos that erupted the first couple weekends 
in March 2017, the most spectacular bloom of 
wildflowers in a decade.

A traffic jam nearly 20 miles long stretched 
from Lake Henshaw all the way down 
Montezuma Valley Road (County Highway 
S-22) to the desert floor that first big Saturday.

Once people finally got to town, confusion 
ruled. Many didn’t know where the flowers 
were and they couldn’t find a place to go to 

the bathroom, or eat, or purchase water, or 
park, or get gas.

“It was that first weekend in March 2017 
that took us totally by surprise,” said Betsy 
Knaak, the executive director of the Anza-
Borrego Desert Natural History Association.

“This time, there is a real sense of 
preparedness,” added Bri Fordem, the executive 
director of the Anza-Borrego Foundation. 
“People should feel comfortable coming here.”

The two women and about a dozen other 
business owners and managers have formed 
what could be known as the Flowergeddon 
Prevention Committee, though they don’t 
really call it that. Officially they’ve been meeting 
as part of the Borrego Village Association.

They are ready for what is to come, they say.
The latest flower forecast predicts flowers 

should start popping soon and last through 
much of March. But experts say nothing is for 
sure until it happens.

“Two years ago, we had an absolutely 
fantastic bloom,” said Jim Dice, the reserve 
manager at the Steele/Burnand Anza-Borrego 
Desert Research Center. “I don’t know if we’re 
going to meet that. It’s likely going to be a 
very good bloom, but a strong freeze right now 
could be very bad and a prolonged hot spell 
could hurt things.”

Dice said an initial bloom has already 
begun in spots throughout the 630,000-acre 
park, but not close to Borrego Springs. Still, he 
and other experts say, it appears a great bloom 
is quickly approaching.

It’s impossible to say how many people 
drove from Los Angeles and San Diego—not 
to mention other parts of the country and 
even the world—to view the flowers from late 
February to early April two years ago.

Most estimates place the number at 
250,000 to 500,000. Weekends were insane. 
Even weekdays were at times uncomfortably 
crowded.

Despite the chaos, the Super Bloom was 
tremendous for business in the town that 
is home to only about 3,500 permanent 

residents. Some business owners said they 
made as much money in about 45 days as they 
did the rest of the year.

Patrick Sampson, the general manager of La 
Casa del Zorro Resort and Spa and the current 
president of the Borrego Springs Chamber of 
Commerce, said his resort was booked for 34 
days, doing more than $1 million in revenue 
during that span.

This time around, the group, along with 
state park officials, have contracted for dozens 
of portable toilets to be spread throughout the 
area, both in town and near the flower fields. A 
dozen dumpsters are on order.

There are plans to pass out thousands of 
maps as people drive in showing where the 
fields, the toilets, the restaurants (there are 
12 in town) and the gas stations are located 
(there was just one gas station in 2017; there 
are two now).

Park rangers and the California Highway 
Patrol are getting ready and there should be far 
better traffic control in the area. More parking 
has also been provided with a lot near The Mall 
in the center of town having opened.

The restaurants are ramping up. Two 
years ago, the food establishments were 
overwhelmed. Some ran out of food altogether 
and at some, a few overworked and frustrated 
employees quit on the spot.

“Now I think we may be overly prepared,” 
said Andy Macuga, the owner of Carlee’s 
Restaurant and this year’s honorary mayor of 
Borrego Springs.

“I know I’ve hired more staff than ever out 
of fear,” he said. “I’m hiring people non-stop. 
You have a pulse? Love you. Come on in.”

Thomas Hildebrandt, the executive chef/
restaurant manager at Kesling’s Kitchen across 
the street from Carlee’s, said they had just 
opened for business when the Super Bloom 
hit in 2017. He said for a month people were 
lined up outside.

“It was like amusement park lines and there 
was an amusement park feeling in the air,” he 
said. “It never ended.”

Hildebrandt said they know much more 
now and have devised a plan in which people 
can quickly purchase prepacked sandwiches 
and salads.

The committee urges people to come 
prepared. Bring water and sunglasses, and 
close-toed shoes for walking amid (but not 
on) the flowers. They suggest planning their 
driving routes ahead of time and stress that 
Montezuma Valley Road isn’t the only way 
into town.

But don’t worry about bringing a sack 
lunch, they say with a smile. There will be 
plenty of food for sale.

It’s suggested that visitors view several 
websites ahead of time because when hordes 
of people are in the valley, cellular phone 
service is spotty as the carriers’ systems get 
overwhelmed.

Some of the sites include: theabf.org; 
parks.ca.gov/anzaborrego and abdnha.org. 
There is also a Wildflower Hotline phone 
number with a tape-recorded message that is 
updated every few days: (760) 767-4684.

Fordem and others said one of the 
community’s hopes is that wildflower visitors 
will fall in love with the desert and come back 
to visit at other times of the year.

“We want them to embrace the beauty of 
the desert and its lifestyle,” she said.  n

©2019 The San Diego Union-Tribune 
Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

FLOWERGEDDON 2? 
BORREGO SPRINGS BRACES FOR ANOTHER SUPER BLOOM

See What People 
are Saying 

About Tara:

“My wife and I bought our first house on the last day of 2018. Throughout 
the process, Tara was knowledgeable and guided us around every corner. 
I have a very busy schedule so I sent communications late at night. She 
responded every time either that night or by 9am the next morning. The 
title agents and mortgage brokers commented that Tara was very easy to 
work with, which got us great service from them as well. I would highly 
recommend Tara if you are buying your first or tenth home.” – J. Smith
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MAY 11 - BEACHFEST RACE
www.raceentry.com/beachfest-5k10k/race-information
Presented by the Jax Beach Ocean Rescue, come run the 

beach during low tide for this event that supports the Volunteer 
Life Saving Corps. The 5k will be run as an out-and-back course 
with the 10k doing the 5k course twice.

The 5k/10k run begins at 8am, with the course running out-
and-back south on the beach. Water aid stations will be along 
the route. 

Early packet pickup will be at the Jax Beach Lifeguard Station 
on Friday May 10 from 5-7pm. #2 Ocean, at the end of Beach 
Blvd in Jax Beach 32250. Across from Joe’s Crab Shack, and 
Sneakers Sports Bar, and adjacent to the Four Points by Sheraton.

MAY - SEPT 11 MUSIC BY THE SEA
www.visitstaugustine.com/event/music-sea

Relax by the sea this summer and listen to great local bands 
while enjoying fresh food from local restaurants at this annual 
summer event.

The Music by the Sea series presents its 17th season in 2019, 
with concerts beginning on May 8, 2019, and continuing each 
Wednesday evening through September 11, 2019. This annual 
summer music and food celebration features local bands and 
performers paired with local restaurants to entertain visitors and 
promote St. Augustine Beach.

MAY 5TH - TASTE OF JACKSONVILLE
www.eventbrite.com/e/taste-of-jacksonville- 
tickets-51521493173?aff=ebdssbcitybrowse

Join Jacksonville Business Connections for the Taste of 
Jacksonville at the Hall of Fame World Golf Village. This 
is a beautiful spot to enjoy the day full and walk around the 
beautiful Walk of Champions and enjoy local food vendors 
showcasing the unique tastes of the area! The delicious array of 
food is complemented by music and exciting activities for the 
entire family. Enjoy food, music, arts, kids activities, and local 
businesses

MAY 1 – CANDY RUN/WALK CHALLENGE
www.jacksonville.com/calendar?_ev_id=4277743b_candy_
run%2Fwalk_challenge_(5k%2C_10k%2C_15k%2C_and_

half_marathon)_-_jackson
Jumping in the time machine we went back to a day where 

video games were nonexistent and board games were a nightly 
family favorite.  One game comes to mind as one that stood 
out as a favorite, Candyland!  Back to the present day we at The 
Virtual Run Challenge have re-imagined this classic board game 
into the future and have come up with the Candy Run Challenge!

MAY 23-26 – JACKSONVILLE JAZZ FESTIVAL
jacksonvillejazzfest.com

Experience all Downtown Jacksonville has to offer as it comes 
alive with the sounds of jazz greats and modern favorites at the 
2019 Jacksonville Jazz Festival on Memorial Day weekend. Join 
the City of Jacksonville May 23 - 26 and experience two stages of 
live jazz, local food, drinks, shopping and entertainment.  Since 
first taking place in 1981, the Jazz Fest has become one of the 
largest jazz festivals in the country, offering a fun and vibrant 
street festival atmosphere, and in 2019 you can experience it 
throughout 10 blocks of downtown - all for free!

Spring Fun
April/May Events in the Jacksonville and Martin County Area

 Nocatee Growing  Continued from Front Page
play pickleball, volleyball or half-court 
basketball.

Crosswater Park, which is under 
construction and scheduled to open in 
2020, will include a swimming pool 
with lap lanes.

People can go fishing in their 
choice of Nocatee’s four stocked 
ponds or go to one of the recreational 
marinas between Jacksonville and St. 
Augustine for some coastal or offshore 
action. Boaters and kayakers can set 
out in their non-motorized watercraft 
at the Kayak Launch, and construction 
has begun on Nocatee Landing at 
the southern trailhead of Nocatee 
Preserve, a 2,400-acre conservation 
area that runs along the Tolomato 
River.

In addition to abundant water 
recreation, Nocatee is the first planned 
community in northeast Florida to 
provide wood-paved paths for electric 
vehicles, which someday will connect 
all of the town’s neighborhoods. Other 

outdoor areas provide dog parks, 
playgrounds, and picnic shelters as 
well as miles of trails for joggers, 
cyclists and nature lovers.

A GREAT PLACE  
TO SETTLE DOWN

With so much to do (and access 
to great schools, jobs, and of course, 
shopping), it’s no wonder Nocatee is 
one of the nations most in-demand 
housing markets. If you’re considering 
a move to or from Nocatee, give our 

office a call at 904.501.9037.  n

Tara Belanger is a licensed Real 
Estate Agent with RE/MAX Unlimited. 
Tara is a top-rated agent and a 
leading expert on local market trends. 
She publishes her work across multiple 
newsletters and publications in Ponte 
Vedra, Jacksonville Beach, and Ponte 
Vedra Beach. A portion of every closing 
at Tara Belanger’s office benefits the 
Kids in Need Foundation.
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Send Picture or Take a Photo and Email to:  
RE/MAX Unlimited
Attn: Tara Belanger (Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com)
158 Marketside Ave. Ste. 14
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Deadline for entries is: May 10, 2019

Artist’s Information:
Name:_________________________________  Age: _______ Phone: _______________  Parent’s E-mail: __________________________

A donation will be made to KINF in the child’s name for each entry. One winner will receive a 
$25 give card and be featured in the next issue of First Coast Market Watch.

KINF’s mission is to ensure that 
EVERY child is prepared to learn 
and succeed in the classroom by 
providing free school supplies 
nationally to students & teachers 
most in need. I have partnered 
with KINF and promise to make 
a donation after every real estate 
closing on my clients’ behalf.

A donation will be made to KINF in the child’s
name for each coloring contest entry

“Little by little, I hope we can all make 
 a difference for children and teachers 

 in the classroom.” 

www.TaraSupportsKINF.com

Congratulations 
to last month’s 
coloring contest 
winner. Samuel 
(age 7) won a 

$25 gift card to 
Main Event.



FEATURED LISTINGS

904-501-9037 
www.NortheastFLLiving.com

 

340 14th Ave S Unit B
$265,000

Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

2 beds 1.5 baths 1,128 sq ft
This renovated townhome is only 3 blocks away from the 
beach. Kitchen has a fresh look with newly painted white 
cabinets. Across from the kitchen is the laundry area and 
washer and dryer are included in the sale of this beach 
townhome. The newly installed hardwood floors show off 
the open floor plan. Dual sliding glass doors overlook the 
private fenced in patio with expansive decking. The back 
gate entrance is a perfect short cut to the beach. Bikes can 
easily be brought in and out through the gate and hung 
in the storage closet at the back of the home. Upstairs you 
will brand new carpeting, a full bath and 2 bedrooms – 
each with their own balcony! Can be used as a long or 
short term income property.

254 Whisper Rock Dr • $465,000
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 • 4 beds 3 baths 2,750 sq. ft.

Great Move-in ready Energy Efficient Providence Home in the sought after community 
of The Crossing at Twenty Mile. This home is a short walk,bike or golf cart ride away 
from the New K-8 Palm Valley Academy.

212 Rialto Dr. • $424,900
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 • 3 beds 2 baths 2,144 sq. ft.

An exquisite Granada model with Tuscan elevation in Siena. This one-owner home is 
light and bright, and with an open floor plan, it shows like a model. Features include 
Spanish tile roof, 10’ ceilings, 8’ doorways, crown moulding, plantation shutters and 
6’’ baseboards throughout.

Tara@NortheastFLLiving.com
158 Marketside Ave. Ste. 14

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

904-501-9037 
www.NortheastFLLiving.com

Would you like to advertise in this newspaper? Reach thousands 
of your neighbors in 32081, 32082 & 32250. Call Tara Belanger 

today at 904-501-9037 and inquire about the next issue!

See What People Are Saying About Tara:
 “Tara was so responsive! Probably the most responsive agent I have ever had. She 

diligently searched for properties and set-up showings quickly, turning around many 
options for us. We had previously searched for a home without an agent unsuccessfully 
for 6 months. With Tara, we were in a new home in weeks! She protected our 
negotiations, made fruitful recommendations, and was very honest about what was 
worth pushing for and what we should let drop. She knows the market very well and we 
felt well represented by her. We were new to the Florida real estate market, previously 
owning a home out of state, and she helped us understand all the requirements and 
details we needed to know to be competitive buyers.”  – T. Jenson


