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A Departure to Celebrate  

C 
aesar boasted: ñI came. I saw. I conquered.ò Christ can rightly 

say: ñI came. I saved. I ascended.ò 

    Heôs ascended and what is his, will be ours. Heôs ascend-

ed, and where he went, we too, are going. Heôs ascended, and the 

doors of heaven have swung open for you, the gates of hell slammed 

shut. Heôs ascended and heaven draws near. Heôs ascended and heôs 

forever what for us he became. Heôs ascended and we are not forgot-

ten, for he who saved now rules. Heôs ascended, yet  

he still sets hearts burning with Word and  

sacrament. Heôs ascended, but heôs not  

gone, and never will be.  

Why didnôt the disciples weep, protest, fret, or  

pout when Jesus ascended? They did the last  

time he left them, when he gave up his spirit, was  

buried, and descended into hell. Why none of that  

now? St. Luke tells us: ñThen they worshiped him 

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they  

stayed continually at the temple, praising Godò  

(Luke 24:51-53). 

What a strange departure! The only happy depart- 

ures most of us ever know involve difficult people or awkward situ-

ations.  

Loved ones donôt like to leave or be left. But not the disciples. They 

rejoiced. What an odd response. 

Why this joy? Why this patient eagerness? Because they knew 

what it means when the Church confesses: ñHe ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.ò Caesar boasted: ñI 

came. I saw. I conquered.ò Christ can rightly say: ñI came. I saved. I 

ascended.ò Christ, who had befriended mankind in his incarnation, 

redeemed us in his crucifixion, and renewed us in his resurrection, 

would now ascend on high to guide us in his ascension. The disci-

ples truly had a friend on high, and the Ascension was a reminder of 

all that had been fulfilled and was to come.  

Remember Joseph? His brothers, jealous of their fatherôs love for 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2024%3A51-53/
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E 
very time there is a con-

flict in the Middle Eastð

large or smallðsomeone 

inevitably opens the Book of 

Revelation and declares, ñThis is 

the fulfillment of prophecy!ò 

But thatôs not how the Bible 

works. 

Revelation, and Daniel before 

it, were not written as a running 

commentary on modern geopoli-

tics or the State of Israel. They 

were written to the Churchðto 

Christians living under pressure, 

persecution, and uncertainty. 

Their purpose was not to give 

believers a newspaper decoder 

ring, but to reveal Christôs victo-

ry over sin, death, and the pow-

ers of this world. 

The center of Revelation is not 

him, sold him into slavery. He was taken to Egypt for what seemed 

to be a cruel life of tiresome labor. But, with time, Joseph distin-

guished himself by his faithful work and wisdom. Famine struck, 

and it just so happened that Joseph had ascended to the right hand of 

the Pharaoh, with all of Pharaohôs power and authority at his dispos-

al. Hungry and desperate, Jacob sent Josephôs brothers to Egypt to 

buy food. Joseph recognized them and, forgiving them, fed them 

with Egyptian food, and made them a home in his kingdom. So also, 

Christ, our Brother and the beloved Son of our heavenly Father, 

whom we sold into death, has been raised to the right hand of the 

Father and reigns with all of Godôs power and authority at his dis-

posal. He has forgiven us our wrongs and now feeds us, once hungry 

and desperate, with heavenly food. He makes for us an eternal home 

in his kingdom, in Paradise.  

Departures are often sad, but this is no time for tears. This is a 

time for joy, for patient eagerness, for though Christ has left us, he is 

as close as ever. His ascension is not so much ñgoodbyeò as ñsee 

you soon.ò In the midst of this worldôs fallen chaos and the upheaval 

of our daily lives, we can take a deep breath and reassure ourselves 

always: ñHe ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.ò 

by Wade Johnston, from website 1517 

Book of Revelation & the Middle East  
modern nations. The center is the 

Lamb who was slain. 

When we turn these books in-

to predictions about todayôs po-

litical events, we actually miss 

their real message. Revelation 

shows the ongoing struggle be-

tween Christ and the forces op-

posed to Him throughout the en-

tire age of the Church. Its com-

fort is this: no matter how chaot-

ic the world appears, Christ 

reigns and His Church endures. 

The promises of God were 

fulfilled in Christ, not in the es-

tablishment of a modern political 

state. The true Israel of God is 

the people gathered to Christ 

through faithðJews and Gentiles 

alike. 

So instead of trying to map 

todayôs headlines onto Revela-

tion, read it the way it was meant 

to be read: as a book of comfort 

and victory for the Church, pro-

claiming that the crucified and 

risen Jesus is already King. 

And that is far better news 

than any prophecy chart. 

Pastor Johnathan Charles Watt 

Life in Christ Lutheran Church 

Grand Marias, MN 
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May 
Devotion  

Itõs Unnecessary 

D t has been a number of dec-ades since the man and his 

wife were found frozen to 

death in their automobile.  

They had been traveling when 

they were trapped by a blizzard 

that dumped tons of snow and 

stranded a multitude of motorists. 

For long hours the couple had 

waited for rescue -- rescue which 

never came. When it appeared 

hope was gone, the wife had, with 

near frozen fingers, managed to 

scribble a note on a piece of paper 

and stuff it into the glove compart-

ment.  

Her message was simple, she 

wrote, ñI don't want to die this 

way.ò 

That sad note doesnôt end the 

story. Tragically, neither the hus-

band nor wife really had to die, at 

least not that day. Less than six 

feet from the coupleôs snow-

covered car was another vehicle, a 

stranded bus.  

Inside that bus the passengers 

almost had a festive mood. They 

were comfortable, warm, almost 

toasty, through that snowy night. 

When the newspapers got wind of 

that story, they asked the questions 

most people were thinking: ñWhy? 

Why hadnôt the couple seen the 

bus? Why hadnôt they checked to 

see if they might be welcomed? 

Why did that couple have to die, 

while the others lived?ò 

It occurs to me that scene is be-

ing played out in almost every 

neighborhood in our country. 

Death is coming and some people, 

the people who are spiritually 

alone, the people without a Savior, 

are afraid of its arrival.  

The truth is they donôt have to 

die -- not eternally. Throughout 

our nation there are churches, 

churches in the countryside and on 

the street corners, churches in the 

city and the suburbs. These 

churches come in all colors and 

sizes. And, if Word and Sacrament 

are properly administered, there is 

life and hope inside the fellowship 

of those churches.  

Like the newspapers, we Chris-

tians ask, ñWhy? Why don't these 

people see our churches? Why 

donôt they check to see if they 

might be welcomed? Why do they 

insist on dying, when God has sent 

His Son to do everything neces-

sary, so they can live?ò  

Oh, there needs to be one more 

question asked: ñWhy didnôt the 

people on that bus, that is, in our 

churches, get out and invite these 

dying souls in to safety?ò 

It is such a little thing, such an 

easy thing for us to do, and the 

results can be incredibly wonder-

ful and eternal.  

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, by 

the life, death and resurrection of 

the Savior, we have been rescued 

from eternal death. Now we pray 

for those who donôt know Jesus. 

Send the Holy Spirit upon them, 

so they may be moved toward ac-

knowledging their Lord. At the 

same time, move us to invite and 

welcome them to our church, 

where they might find the safety 

which comes in knowing the Sav-

ior. In Jesusô Name. Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant 

and yours,  

Pastor Ken Klaus, 1948-2023 for-

mer speaker of The Lutheran 

HourÈ, March 25, 2011  
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Answer: A (Romans 16:22)  

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 

Invite to Worship?  

W 
orship may not be the 

best option for certain 

people. 

There was a time when invit-

ing a person to worship was an 

effective invitation. But for the 

most part, that time has passed. 

Unlike a generation or two 

ago, more and more people in 

our society have no experience 

with the church. Most of them 

are going to be reluctant to start 

with a worship service. Itôs simp-

ly to foreign to them.  

Another reason is that we lack 

the relationships that we used to 

have. There was a time when 

nonchurched people were en-

gaged in a community that in-

cluded many churched people. 

Inviting them to worship meant 

inviting them to an activity that 

included people who were al-

ready connected to them.  

Today it is likely they wonôt 

know each other.  

The following are some other 

reasons that an invite to worship 

may not be best.  

¶ The person is not a believ-

er. Simply put, worship is for 

believers, not unbeliev-

ers.  Now an unbeliever 

could come to a worship ser-

vice, hear the Word, and 

come to faith, evangelism is 

not the purpose for worship. 

Instead, worship involves the 

gathering of Godôs people to 

receive His good gifts, who 

will respond to Godôs mercy 

and grace in praise and 

thanksgiving, and His wit-

Although the apostle Paul is 

credited with writing the letter 

to the Romans, he dictated the 

message while another believer 

served as the scribe. Near the 

end of the letter, that writer 

briefly identifies himself. Who 

was it? 

A. Tertius 

B. Timothy 

C. Lucius 

        D.  Aquila 

Bible Quiz  

nesses being equipped for 

living in and serving the 

world as the scattered church. 

¶ The person might be put off 

by liturgical wor-

ship. Lutheran worship is not 

worldly. People who have no 

experience with worship that 

embraces the unworldly may 

be confused or troubled by 

liturgical worship. It may 

take some time to prepare 

someone to attend a Lutheran 

worship service so that he 

can appreciate its beauty, 

Christ-centeredness, and bib-

lical foundation. 

¶ The person might be of-

fended by closed Commun-

ion.  There are aspects of our 

Communion practice that are 

difficult for nonchurched 

people to understand. Many 

people donôt appreciate why, 

in love, we limit participation 

in Holy Communion to those 

who are able to receive it in a 

worthy manner. First one 

must explain why the person 

canôt participate until in-

structed in the faith. If trou-

ble, you shouldnôt invite to  

worship service that includes 

Communion.  

¶ The congregation isnôt wel-

coming to guests. Youôd like 

for someone you invite to a 

worship service to have a 

good experience and feel 

welcomed by the congrega-

tion. If your church is not 

effective at welcoming 

strangers (something that 

may be a challenge to some 

congregations!), it would be 

better to work on building 

relationships between the 

person and members before 

he attends a worship service. 

Next month: INVITE TO 

WORSHIP? ébut for others, 

worship may make for an effec-

tive invitation.  

ōȅ aŀǊƪ ²ƻƻŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ [/a{ 
²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ ϧ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 
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News  

Reminder  
Here are some of the items that 

Hope Chapel Swaddling 

Clothes mission has on hand. 

We are collecting items for the 

year. Below are some of the 

items that can be donated. Pho-

tos submitted by Cindy Niebur. 

*diapers *diaper wipe 

*bibs *coats 

*bottles *onesies  

*burp cloths  *blankets 

*socks *hats/mittens 

W 
e began the meeting with a 

prayer by President Dawn 

Hedberg. Roll call word for 

the month of April was ñheavenò. 

Eight members were in attend-

ance and answered the roll call 

with their chosen Bible verses.  

Meeting Held April 13, 2026  
2026 Officers: President Dawn Hedberg, Vice-President Cindy Neibur,  

Treasurer Susan Kral, Secretary Jayne Marie Trick 

The secretaryôs March minutes 

were briefly examined, and a few 

high points were mentioned. 

Treasurer Susan Kral read and 

discussed the March Treasurerôs 

Report. Collection was taken for 

Mites, rally and general fund.   
 

Presidentôs Report 
¶ We will be receiving new 

LWML Quarterlies in June. 

¶ The in-gathering for the 

Spring Rally will be for the 

outreach Swaddling Clothes 

at Hope Lutheran in Osage 

Beach. Pastor Williamsô wife, 

Christina has agreed to give a 

short mission statement con-

cerning the Swaddling 

Clothes program.  

¶ We agreed to donate funds to 

the Life Long LWML Memo-

rial set up for lifelong mem-

bers who have passed. The 

general offering at the rally 

will be in honor of lifelong 

LWML members.  

¶ Missouri Convention June 12-

14 theme is ñRootedò. 

¶ Other convention activities 

for members participation are 

the Mission Walk, Giving 

from the Heart, and gift bas-

ket auction.  
 

Vice Presidentôs Report 
A thank you was voiced to 

members who helped with the 

funeral food and meal for our 

dear member Cathie Mueller. 

She will be greatly missed 

and was an inspiration to us 

all. 

¶ Visitor bags have been re-

stocked and the bags have a 

new and decorative design! 

Members greatly approved 

the colorful bags. We are 

asked to look for items to add 

to the visitor bags and pur-

chase them in amounts of one 

dozen.  

¶ We were asked to review the 

mission suggestions list for 

2026. We also discussed tak-

ing time together for a few 

fun days. 

¶ Our members discussed ways 

to utilize the used greeting 

card collection. Handmade 

Christmas greetings for nurs-

ing homes was one sugges-

tion that was well received.    
 

Correspondence 
¶ The secretary received a letter 

and form for our ñSponsor a 

Seminary Studentò project 

from the St. Louis Seminary.  
 

Committee Reports 
¶ Pop Tabs: Pop tabs were tak-

en to McDonalds for the 

Ronald McDonald House.  

¶ Best Choice Labels: We 
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For the month of April, we 
collected $47.22 in pocket 

change for Mites. Thank you for 

your continued support of this 

ongoing project. You can bring 

the change anytime to church. 

Place it in the box provided at 

the back of the church. 

Catherine (Cathie) Mary 

Mueller of Camdenton, MO, 

passed away at the age of eighty-

three on March 26, 2026. 

She was born in Mountain 

View, MO, to parents Herbert and 

Mary Gregory, on November 14, 

1942. 

She graduated from Mountain 

View High School in the class of 

1960. After graduation, she moved 

to St. Louis, MO to attend cos-

metology school, to become a hair 

dresser. Cathie would then own 

and operate her own shop for thir-

ty years until 1996, when she and 

her husband Ken, moved to The 

Lake of the Ozarks. 

Cathie married Ken on June 14, 

1980, in St. Louis, MO and togeth-

er they shared forty-five years of 

marriage. 

She is survived by her husband 

Ken; son, Jeff; and daughter, Kim. 

She is also survived by two grand-

children, and seven great-grand-

children. 

She was very active in the 

Peace Lutheran Church, in Green-

view, MO and the Fun Runners 

Car Club of Camdenton, MO. 

ñCome to me, all you who are 

weary and burdened, and I will give 

you restò. Matthew 11:28-30  

Memorial  
Service Held  

This beautiful bouquet of flow-

ers was given to the LWML by 

Cathieôs sister Sherry. 

need more Best Choice labels 

to fill our required amount.  

¶ Kitchen Committee: We are 

going to create an inventory 

list after the Spring Rally.   

¶ Human Care: No report.  

¶ Stamps Committee: No re-

port 

¶ Photography Committee: 

No report 

¶ Visitor Bag Committee: We 

are ready with new visitor 

bags for spring and summer 

guests. 
 

Old Business 
¶ Cleaning the kitchenette in 

the Narthex is being done in 

small phases.  

¶ Committees for the Spring 

Rally discussed their final 

instructions, dates and time.  

¶ Skit members for the rally 

discussed their final plans. 
 

New Business 
¶ We will review the grant pro-

posals for the Missouri Con-

vention in May or June. Each 

society will vote for eight 

charities. 

¶ Songs have been chosen for 

the Spring Rally, and Rev. Dr. 

Kristopher Morris will be our 

rally speaker and head the Bi-

ble study. 

¶ We discussed looking at re-

placing the old dishes, bowls 

and side plates with new 

white dishes that are lighter in 

weight.  
 

Bible Study 
Bible study was titled, ñBe 

Faithful - The Way to Heavenò, 

taken in part from a 2017 LWML 

Bible study on ñThe Crown of 

Lifeò. We closed our meeting 

with a prayer from the Bible 

study.  
 

After the Meeting 
¶ Several members prepared 

floral baskets for the rally. 

¶ Several members cleaned up 

the salt and pepper shakers in 

preparation for the rally 

luncheon. 

¶ Easter lilies that were left 

from Sunday were taken 

home by several members to 

plant.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Matthew+11%3A28-30&sca_esv=ef91e3cdcba5483e&sxsrf=ANbL-n4DdTN6AWimw4_6lX6X12H2qRjyZg%3A1774627662619&ei=TqvGaaqKJZmBqtsP9OmikQU&biw=1102&bih=670&ved=2ahUKEwiC-MKmu8CTAxUUliYFHUj5BrQQgK4QegYIAQgCEBk&uact=5&oq=Bible+verses+for+fu
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Sedalia Zone Rally Results  

April 28, 2026 
A total of 57 ladies including pastors, individual members and guests attend the Spring Rally at Peace. 

Thank you to the host churches of Faith Warsaw, Peace Camdenton, and St. Paulôs Stover who made this rally 

a huge success. Photos submitted by Diane Borgmann, Pudge Springer and Sheryl Bald. 

Dawn provided the wel-
come and housekeeping. 

Paula provided the de-
votion. 

Rev. Dr. Kristopher Mor-
ris was our guest speak-
er. 

Christina Williams spoke 
about the ingathering 
Swaddling Clothes. 

Brett provided trans-
portation for those la-
dies who were not able 
to use the stairs. 

Rev. Tessone is our Pas-
toral Counselor. 

Each lady 
attending 
received a 
table favor 
made by 
Paula. 

Rev. Brandt played 
the organ. 

Zone President Rob-
erta conducted our 
meeting. 


