
Ankh 

    Also known as an 

ansate cross, this origi-
nated in Egyptian hiero-
glyphics. It represented 

life and regeneration. Its 
shape and meaning made perfect 
sense to ancient Christians, who 

appropriated it as a symbol for 
eternal life. 

Rainbow 
    The Rainbow 
represents Godôs 

pardon and his promises. It also 
symbolizes his reconciliation to 

faithful Christians. After the 
Flood, God placed a rainbow in 
the sky as a symbol of his prom-

ise to never destroy the earth that 
way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A 
rainbow can also represent the 

throne of Christ, as well as his 
glory and final judgment. 

P eace 
tŜŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ŀƳŘŜƴǘƻƴΣ ah             tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ōȅ tŜŀŎŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ                aŀȅ нлнр 

/Ìèá  
ÚÍ  

Inside This Issue  

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ................ м-н 

5ŜǾƻǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ....... о-п 

9ǾŜǊȅ hƴŜ Iƛǎ ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎ ........... п 

[²a[ bŜǿǎ ........................ р-у 

{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ........................... ф 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aƛƴǳǘŜǎ .............. мл-мм 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ............................... мн 

Christian Symbols  

ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ н 

The Ascension of Our Lord 

W 
hen it comes to the holy days and festivals of the Church 

year there is perhaps no greater confusion than over the As-

cension of our Lord both in terms of what we are celebrat-

ing and why we are celebrating it. We confess the ascension of Christ 

every Sunday in the words of both the Apostlesô and the Nicene 

Creed: ñAnd he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

the Fatherò but no further explanation is really given in either of the 

creeds, and we are left with more questions than answers concerning 

Christôs ascension: 

¶ Why didnôt he stay? 

¶ Where is he now? 

¶ What is the right hand of 

God? 

¶ Where is it? 

¶ Does this mean that Christ 

isnôt with us anymore? 

These questions are worth explor-

ing from the Bible because they de-

termine how we, as the Church, re-

ceive Christ and his benefits on the 

other side of his death and resurrec-

tion. 

The appointed readings for the 

Ascension comes from Acts 1,  

Ephesians 1, and Luke 24, and his-

torically these three sections of 

Scripture have served as the basis for our confession of the Ascen-

sion. From both his Gospel and Acts, we hear Lukeôs historical retell-

ing of the events after Jesusô resurrection: that Christ appeared to the 

two disciples on the Emmaus road and also to the Eleven, teaching 

them, and delivering to them the promise of the Holy Spirit. He says, 

ñThus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 

rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalemé

Behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon youò (Luke 

24:46-47, 49) and after this he takes them out to Bethany, blesses 

them, and ñwhile he blessed them, he parted from them and was car-

ried up into heavenò (Luke 24:51) or as it says in Acts, ñhe was lifted 

up, and a cloud took him out of their sightò (Acts 1:9). 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ephesians%201/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2024/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2024%3A46-47%2C%2049/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2024%3A46-47%2C%2049/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2024%3A51/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Acts%201%3A9/


Church Office  
Schedule 

Church office hours are Tues-

day, Wednesday, Thursday 

from 9 a.m. to noon. Phone 

number 573-836-8141. Secre-

tary is Pudge McCloud.  

1 Judi Owens 
11 Russell Schulz 
12 Paul Bartels 
12 Matthew & Debbie Mayes 
15 Fran Lashley 
18 Larry & Jayne Marie Trick 
24 Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 
29 Barbara Powell 
31 Paula Emery 

What was the name of the 

wealthy merchant of purple 

cloth who met Paul and his 

companions, was baptized and 

became a leader in the Philippi-

an church? 

 A.  Priscilla C. Dorcas 

 B.  Lydia D. Joanna 
Answer: B (See Acts 16:11-15, 40.)  

These passages from Luke and Acts help greatly with both the 

ñwhat?ò and the ñwhy?ò First, Christ is taken, body and soul, as God 

and man in one person, and is received into heaven by a cloud. The 

testimony of the angels in Acts confirms this when they ask the disci-

ples, ñMen of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 

Jesusé was taken up from you into heavenò (Acts 1:11). Not only is 

he in heaven, but Mark 16 and 1 Peter 3 add that Christ is ñat the 

right hand of the Fatherò which we hear also reflected in our creeds. 

Christ promises at the end of Matthew that he would 

ñbe with us alwaysò and this remains true ï especially 

in light of the Ascension. 
The ñwhy?ò Luke provides in part, namely, that everything which 

had to be fulfilled by Jesus in his earthly ministry was fulfilled. It 

was necessary for Christ to come, die, and rise, and these very things 

Jesus did and was standing before them live-and-in-person to testify 

to that fact. The promise of the Holy Spirit or the ñpromise of my Fa-

therò and the preaching of the Gospel play another part in answering 

why. The giving of the Spirit and the preaching of the Gospel hint 

that Jesus is not ascending into heaven with the result that he is ab-

sent from us or that he is no longer with us. Christ promises at the 

end of Matthew that he would ñbe with us alwaysò and this remains 

true ï especially in light of the Ascension. 

Ephesians 1 and 4 help further clarify what Luke hints at saying 

that Christ ñascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all 

thingsò and that God ñset him at his own right hand in the heavenly 

placesò to have ñpower, and might, and dominionò so that ñall things 

are under his feet.ò Paul confesses that Christôs Ascension is not 

Christôs absence, but real presence. Because of Christôs ascent to the 

right hand of God he is not constrained to one place, but is, as God 

and man, filling all things. In light of these verses, we confess the 

right hand of God, not to be a seat of rest, locally fixed in heaven, but 

Christôs authority over all creation in all creation. His authority is 

everywhere. Even though Christ is ñout of sightò as it says in Acts, 

Christ is yet present, and not only in power, but physically in his 

body and blood in the Lordôs Supper. 

As a person, God and man, Christ was crucified, dead, and buried, 

and as a person, God and man, Christ ascended into heaven and is 

therefore present for you today as a person, God and man, concretely, 

tangibly, and physically. In this there is no greater comfort and glory 

for God. Because of Christôs Ascension, Christ himself absolves me 

of my sins through the mouth of a pastor. Because of Christôs Ascen-

sion, Christ himself has baptized me and made me his own. Because 

of Christôs Ascension, Christ himself serves me at the table with his 

very own body and blood for the forgiveness of my sins. And because 

of Christôs Ascension, the ruler of this world has been cast out and 

Christ alone reigns in glory over all creation. 

Philip Bartelt 

1517 
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https://www.esv.org/verses/Acts%201%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Mark%2016/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Peter%203/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ephesians%201/


~ċǃШ?ĲƻŸƣŔŸŰ 

W 
hat would you think of 

a parent who explained 

his method of disci-

pline this way: ñWhen my chil-

dren were younger, I kept a ruler 

around. When one of them mis-

behaved, out came the stick. I 

shared how their wrong hurt me 

and told them they deserved to be 

punished. And then I shared that 

since I loved them I was willing 

to take their punishment. Then I 

would hand the stick to the child, 

turn around, and they adminis-

tered my spanking.ò 

Would you not think that par-

ent had become unhinged? 

It occurs to me that 2,000 

years ago this is what Jesus did 

for us. He took our chastisement 

when we misbehaved. Knowing 

¬5@9L &= "A<­  
Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for 
our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniq-
uities; upon Him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with His stripes we are 
healed.  

Christ is risen! 
He is risen, indeed! 

we had to be punished and still 

loving us in a way that goes be-

yond all logic, Jesus became our 

Substitute. We have experienced 

generosity many times before, 

but nothing to compare with 

what the Savior did. At Josephôs 

borrowed and empty tomb -- the 

spot which should have been our 

grave -- Jesus shows how deeply 

His caring really is. 

The story I shared at the be-

ginning of this devotion was not 

made up. 

Not so long ago, a man told 

me that is what he really did. I 

have to confess, I was then, and 

still remain, a bit afraid of that 

philosophy. I certainly don't rec-

ommend it to others. But for this 

man's family the idea worked. 

The manôs daughter explained 

her reaction to what her dad had 

done: ñI couldnôt stand it when 

Daddy would do this. But after-

wards he would reach out his 

arms to hug me and let me know 

I was forgiven.ò 

She concluded, ñAnd Iôll nev-

er do anything to hurt him, if I 

can help it.ò 

The daughterôs reaction 

should be ours. We who are 

blessed to stand before the open 

tomb know that what happened 

here is an act of love. Jesus of-

fered His life to fulfill the Law 

and let us know that Someone 

cares for us, and not only cares, 

о 



EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS: 

SEEK: Seeking A Point of Connection  
(The point of connection is the starting place  

for sharing Jesus with a person.)  

T 
here is so much to say about Jesus that itôs hard to find a place to 

start. But there is so much to say, there is something to share 

with everyone.  

The challenge is to determine something to share that is meaningful 

for and interesting to the person. You may find a Bible passage or say-

ing of Jesus fascinating, but the person with whom you are sharing may 

not.  

The key is finding a point of connection with the person. Seeking a 

point of connection takes place throughout the LASSIE approach but 

especially while we listen and ask.  

but is willing to do everything 

necessary, so we might be forgiv-

en of our wrongs and made 

strong for a life of thanksgiving. 

That is what happens at Calva-

ryôs cross and Josephôs tomb. We 

are given God's divine assurance 

that heaven has replaced hell and 

salvation is ours instead of dam-

nation. 

And what should be our reac-

tion to this great and gracious gift 

from God? 

It should be the same as that 

man's daughter. It should be, 

ñBecause I am forgiven, Iôll nev-

er do anything to hurt him, if I 

can help it.ò 

The Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, 

nobody has ever done for me 

what You did. You took the pun-

ishment I by my sins deserved. 

On this Resurrection Day and al-

ways may I offer my thanks. 

Now, let me share this good news 

with others, so they may see the 

wonders of Your grace and love. 

This I ask in Your Name. Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant and 

yours, 

Pastor Ken Klaus  
(Pastor Klaus 1948-2023 former speaker 

of The Lutheran HourÈ  March 31, 

2013 

As we learn more about a personôs interests, likes, dislikes, fears, 

concerns, hopes, etc., we are likely to discover a starting point for 

speaking about Jesus in a way that connects with that person.  

There are many points of connection. Among other things, these con-

nection points become evident when they relate positive and negative 

life events, express concerns, share a need, state a doubt, explain a 

worldview, or experience a loss.  

Chances are that the person has multiple points of connection. Listen 

and ask while seeking a point of connection, and be confident that one 

or more will surface.  

by Mark Wood director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry 
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News  

р 

We collected $28.34 in 

pocket change for Mites on 

April 6. Thank you for your 

continued support of this on-

going project. 

You can bring your pocket 

change anytime during the 

month. The box is located in 

the back of the church. 

April 14 Minutes  
2025 Officers: Co-Presidents Cindy Niebur and Dawn Hedberg 

Treasurer Susan Kral, Secretary Jayne Marie Trick 

The meeting was called to or-

der on April the 14th, opened 

with a prayer. Ten members an-

swered the roll call with their 

favorite Bible verses about the 

word ñbeautyò.   

The Bible study was presented 

by Jayne Marie on ñAre You an 

Encourager?ò. Members recited 

the LWML Pledge.   

Minutes: The March 2025 

minutes and treasurerôs reports 

were provided to members at-

tending. Both the minutes and 

the treasurerôs reports were ac-

cepted and approved.  

Collections: A collection was 

made for Mites, the General 

Fund, and the Rally. 

Presidents Reports: 

¶ Details for the Easter Brunch 

were discussed. 

¶ The Spring Rally is April 29 

at Trinity in Cole Camp. Reg-

istration is 9:15 a.m. and there 

is no charge for lunch. 

¶ By-laws were distributed to 

those who wanted or needed 

them. 

¶ Sedalia Zone positions still 

available are:  

 1. Gospel Outreach/Grants 

 2. Structure/By-Laws 

 3. Young Woman Rep 

Correspondence: None to report 

this month. 

The Mites Reading: No reading 

this month.   

Committees: 

¶ ñPop Tabò Committee, Susan 

Kral - no report    

¶ ñBest Choice Labelsò, Paula 

Emery - no report   

¶ ñKitchen Committeeò, Diane 

Borgmann - no report   

¶ ñHuman Careò, Cathie 

Mueller - Cathie previously 

suggested as a new project to 

make and donate small quilts 

to the hospital for newborn 

babies.  

¶ ñStampsò, Dawn Hedberg - 

no report, but ñKeep the 

stamps going!ò    

¶ ñPhotographyò, Jan Loman - 

No report 

Old Business: 

¶ The National Convention is 

in Omaha, NE June 26-29. 

We will not have a member 

attend this year. A short dis-

cussion was held on the 

ñGoing Greenò program. Go-

ing Green was tabled until the 

May meeting. 

¶ Costs of membership dues 

and the Quarterly are increas-

ing in 2026. 

¶ Our society members will 

meet before the 2025 Fall 

Rally Zone Meeting to dis-

cuss the 2026 Spring Rally 

that we will be hosting. 

Members are asked to come 

up with a unique theme and 

agenda ideas for the 2026 

Spring Rally. 

¶ We need pictures sent to 

Zone President Roberta for 

our Sedalia Zone LWML 

website. Jan Loman and Cin-

dy Niebur will work together 

on this project. 

¶ Discussion was held about 

creating a welcome bag for 

our visitors. Cindy Niebur 



Support Schedules 
 Elder Altar Guild    

May Jeff Emery  Paula Emery   

June Larry Trick 

July Jeff Hedberg Dawn Hedberg 

August Jeff Emery Cindy Niebur 

September Larry Trick 

October Jeff Hedberg  Janet Bartels 

November Jeff Emery Paula Emery 

December Larry Trick Dawn Hedberg 

Minister Rev. Gary Brandt   

Organists Rev. Gary Brandt, Diana Schwab 

Ushers 
1st Sunday Robert & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels 

2nd Sunday Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz 

4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russell Schulz 

5th Sunday Robert Hansen, Earl Hartenstein, Jeff Hedberg 

Counters 
1st Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 
2nd Sunday Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur 

4th Sunday Matt & Deb Mayes 

5th Sunday Pudge McCloud wŜǾƛǎŜŘ пκнлнр 

с 

displayed a few welcome bag 

examples from other church-

es. 

New Business: 

¶ We agreed to hold meetings 

in the months of January and 

February, weather permitting. 

¶ Members were asked to con-

sider new ideas for 2025 

mission projects. A short dis-

cussion was held on the suc-

cess of the 2024 Ice Cream 

Social and the possibility of 

a mid-summer bar-be-que. 

¶ We discussed taking time to 

have lunch together after the 

business meeting. 

¶ We planned an outing to 

Heitôs Point on Tuesday, 

May 6. We will tour the facil-

ities, and Heitôs Point will 

furnish a lunch for $11.00. 

We will meet at the church to 

carpool. 

¶ We approved two mission 

projects for this 2025-year, 

Kids Cove Respite Home in 

Gravois Mills and the Preg-

nancy Help Center in Cam-

denton. A short discussion 

was held about the Pregnancy 

Help Center, baby bottles that 

are used to collect change 

and possibly touring the Kids 

Cove Respite Home. 

¶ We were invited to join Kent 

Memorial Lutheranôs lunch-

eon on May the 2nd. 

¶ We had a discussion and 

made plans for a summer 

yard sale with a possible date 

in September. Anyone could 

ñrentò a table for $20.00. The 

table money would be desig-

nated for missions. We also 

thought it would be best to 

have a large banner placed 

along the highway to adver-

tise the yard sale. Size and 

pricing for the banner will be 

further discussed in the May 

meeting.  

¶ We briefly discussed the 

Centurion Project. More in-

formation is needed from 

Deb Mayes. Some members 

voiced that they would be 

more than willing to help. 

¶ Discussion was held concern-

ing cleaning the LWML 

room. This item was tabled 

for discussion in the May 

meeting. 

όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘύ 



We ended our LWML meeting 

with The Lord's Prayer.   

After the Meeting:  

 As a quick, little project, we 

were asked to cut out crosses 

from used greeting cards for the 

National Convention in Omaha. 

This project will need to be com-

pleted by Sunday April 27. 

 Members wearing their 

Thrivent tee-shirts gathered at the 

cemetery to pick up branches that 

fell by the recent high winds, and 

to get our picture taken! 

 A short meeting and practice 

were held concerning the strip-

ping of the Altar for Maundy 

Thursday service. 

 A few members enjoyed hav-

ing lunch together at a local res-

taurant!  

Respectfully submitted by  
Jayne Marie Trick, Secretary 

5ŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ŦǊŜŜǇƛƪ 

8:30 AM to 3:00 PMish 

$11 charge for lunch 

RSVP/sign up in narthex 

Everyone is welcome. 

Or call Cindy Niebur at 402-212-3210 

We can carpool. 

&=ALªK .GAFL 
Field Trip & Luncheon 

May 7, 2025 

5ŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ  
ōȅ ŦǊŜŜǇƛƪ 

Cemetery Cleanup 

!ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ мп [²a[ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ƴƛƴŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǝŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƛƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƳΦ tƘƻǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ  
5ƛŀƴŜ .ƻǊƎƳŀƴƴΦ 
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Easter Brunch 
A wonderful brunch was served after the Easter Sunday Service. Thank you to all who came 

to set up tables on Saturday and to all members and guests who gathered for the brunch after 

the service. Photos submitted by Candi Tostenrud. 

у 



S  ewardship 
S tewardship is not just about giving money to the 

church. It includes this, to 

be sure, but it is not limited to it. 

Stewardship involves our whole 

life ï everything we have and 

everything we are. 

Let us not, though, fall into the 

trap of thinking that because we 

give of ourselves in one area we 

can neglect giving in another. 

Stewardship is not stealing from 

Peter to pay Paul. It is not a game 

we play whereby we justify our-

selves in not giving a tenth of our 

income because we have given in 

some other way. This is why our 

Lord warns: 

ά²ƻŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ŀƴŘ tƘŀǊƛπ

ǎŜŜǎΣ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǘŜǎΗ CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǝǘƘŜ 

Ƴƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ Řƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƳƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƛƎƘǝŜǊ 

ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΥ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 

ȅƻǳ ƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

ƴŜƎƭŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ  

όaŀǧƘŜǿ ноΥноύ 
We are given to do both ï 

tithe of ourselves and what we 

have. And so it is that St. Paul 

makes his appeal to us:  

άL ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ 

ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ 

ǎŀŎǊƛŬŎŜΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

DƻŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǿƻǊπ

ǎƘƛǇΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ōǳǘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ  ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ 

ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊπ

ŦŜŎǘΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥ м-нύ 
We are to present our bodies 

as a living sacrifice to God. We 

are not to have the mind of the 

world, where we exchange equal 

weight of this for an equal weight 

of that, and then think that we 

have done what God has re-

quired.  

Our whole life is given over 

for service in and for the Church 

of God. This is to be done in 

thanksgiving for what God in 

Christ has accomplished for us. 

This is our spiritual worship, the 

reasonable response to what He 

has done for us ï not one for the 

other, but all in all.  

But what does this look like? 

St. Paul never lays down a gen-

eral principle without also giving 

us some practical application of 

what shape that principle is to 

take concretely. He gives the 

general principle that our bodies 

are to be living sacrifices to God, 

and, after admonishing those 

who have been given particular 

gifts of grace to serve the church, 

St. Paul then speaks generally of 

what is expected of all. He says:  

ά[Ŝǘ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΦ !ōƘƻǊ 

ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜǾƛƭΤ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

ƎƻƻŘΦ [ƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 

ōǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ ŀũŜŎǝƻƴΦ hǳǘŘƻ ƻƴŜ 

ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ 5ƻ 

ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƭƻǘƘŦǳƭ ƛƴ ȊŜŀƭΣ ōŜ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ 

ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ wŜƧƻƛŎŜ 

ƛƴ ƘƻǇŜΣ ōŜ ǇŀǝŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǝƻƴΣ 

ōŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ /ƻƴǘǊƛōπ

ǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  

όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥф-моύ 

This is what it looks like to 

present your bodies as living sac-

rifices. This is how we live out 

the grace of God here in time.  

Let us then heed the apostleôs 

teaching. Let us present our bod-

ies ï everything that we have and 

everything that we are ï as living 

sacrifices to God, our reasonable 

response to what God in Christ 

Jesus accomplished for us by His 

death and resurrection.  

Through this we have forgive-

ness of sins, a new life in Christ, 

and eternal salvation. And 

through this worship, the grace 

of God is made manifest in His 

saints ï for the church and the 

world.  
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