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Christian Symbols  
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This cross is a symbol of 
humility and suffering. It 

first came into use during the Mid-
dle Ages. According to tradition, 
St. Andrew was crucified while 
preaching in Greece. He felt un-
worthy to be crucified in the same 
way as Jesus, so he begged that his 
cross be made differently. St. An-
drewôs cross is the national cross 
of Scotland. Itôs also called Cross 
Saltire. 

Yoke 

The yoke is a 
burden of hard-

ship and toil, as well as of subser-
vience. But Jesus said the ñyokeò 
of serving him is ñeasyò and that 
he provides rest for the weary 
(Matthew 11:28-30). The yoke also 
symbolizes human allegiance, as in 
marriage (2 Corinthians 6:14, 
NIV). 

God Lets It Go, So Let It Go 

F orgiveness is simple, really. You tell someone they do not need to pay you back something they owe you. Yet, it is sometimes 

the hardest thing youôll ever do, when the thing you need to for-

give is a deep hurt. 

What God is calling on you to do 

is let it go. When we pray to have our 

sins forgiven, God wants us to re-

member he is releasing you from the 

debt you owe him and wants you to do 

the same. 

The Greek word Jesus used (űŮɠ) 

in the Lordôs Prayer for ñforgiveò lit-

erally means ñto loose, to release, to 

let go.ò In financial terms, it is used to 

write off a debt and not expect repay-

ment. We daily rebel against Godôs will, break his law ð sometimes 

deliberately. 

Worse, we were born that way. Even though every non-Christian 

religion tells us we can repay that debt, we cannot. We rack up even 

more debt faster than we could possibly repay. But God loved us and in 

Jesus suffered and died to pay that debt in full. 

When others hurt us, deliberately or not, the pain can eat us up. If 

we hold on to that debt day after day, year after year, it can cast a shad-

ow over the rest of our life. When we pray that God forgive us, knowing 

he already has, it can give us strength to forgive others. That is why we 

pray to be forgiven ð so that we can forgive others. 

Rev. Robert E. Smith 
Pastor Emeritus 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
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EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 
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For Share 

A Sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 
path, and birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky 
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thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. (Matthew 13:3 -5. 7-8)  

5 Rhonda Stalcup 

5 Tom & Carol Croft 

7 Donald Springer 

9 Jeff Hedberg 

9 Wanda Johnston 

15 Dawn Hedberg 

16 Chuck Kral 

18 Carol Murrell 

19 Will & Rhonda Stalcup 

20 Vicki Stauch 

26 Sharon Gilliam 

31 Cindy Kaminski  

W e have something to share with people that 

they desperately 

needðwhether they know it or 

not. As we Listen, Ask, and 

Seek with a person, what she has 

tried to fill her life with in place 

of Jesus should become appar-

ent. Whatever that may be, it 

cannot compare to the love, mer-

cy, and grace that the Lord 

wants her to know and enjoy. In 

His desire for all people to know 

His life and salvation, Christ 

sends us into people's lives to 

share His Good News. Our role 

as sharers is like that of the 

Sower in the parable Jesus told 

in Matthew 13. In that parable, 

the Sower went out into the field 

and sowed his seed. He didn't 

concern himself with making 

sure that all the seed ended up in 

good and rich soil. Instead, he 

generously sowed the seed, 

knowing that some of the seed 

would land in the good soil and 

bear fruit. Some people may 

think that was wasteful or reck-

less to sow in this way, but it 

was the best way for the Sower 

to carry out his responsibility to 

sow.  

Generously. Thatôs how we 

are to ñsowò God's Word with 

the people in our lives. Jesus ex-

plained that the seed represented 

the Word. He wants us to realize 

that our role in being a witness is 

to concern ourselves with sow-

ing, not trying to make sure that 

the ñseedò brings forth the de-

sired fruit. It is the place of the 

Holy Spirit to cause the growth. 

And He often does so in soil that 

we see as unfit! The Share of 

LASSIE is in the words of 1 Co-

rinthians 3:6-7. I planted, Apol-

los watered, but God gave the 

growth. So, neither he who 

plants nor he who waters is 

anything, but only God who 

gives the growth. The planting 

and watering we are called to do 

is by sowing the word of the 

Lord. 

by Mark Wood director of Witness 
& Outreach Ministry 

Directory Update 
Effective July 1, Susan and 

Chuck Kral will have new 

phone numbers. Please update 

your cell phone and church 

directory. 

Susan: 402-541-7599 

Chuck: 573-932-9174 
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News  

    On Saturday, September 6 

from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. the LWML 

will host a yard sale. The rain date 

will be  Saturday, September 13. 

    There are two ways to participate. 

Rent a table for $20.00 and keep your 

proceeds or donate pre-priced items 

to LWML. We will not accept cloth-

ing. Proceeds from the sales and table rentals will be donated to missions. If 

anyone need assistance transporting items to the church, contact Jayne Ma-

rie Trick. 

A barbeque lunch will be provided for purchase at the yard sale hosted 

by the elders.  

Yard Sale and BBQ 
Sponsored by LWML and the Elders 

Sunday, June 1, we collect-

ed $16.96 in Pocket Change 

for Mite. Thank you for your 

continued support of this on-

going project. 

You can bring your pocket 

change anytime during the 

month. The box is located in 

the back of the church. 

June 9 Minutes  
2025 Officers: Co-Presidents 
Cindy Niebur, Dawn Hedberg 

Treasurer Susan Kral,  
Secretary Jayne Marie Trick 

The meeting was called to 
order on Monday, June 9 and 

opened with The Lordôs Prayer 
by Dawn Hedberg. Ten members 
and one guest member answered 

the roll call with their favorite 
Bible verses about the word 
ñofferingò. Members recited the 

LWML Pledge.   
 

Minutes: The May minutes 

were read by Secretary Jayne 
Marie. 
 

Bible Study: The Bible study 
was presented by Jayne Marie 

titled ñHow God Uses the Miteò. 
 
Treasurer Report: There was a 

discussion concerning the pur-
chasing of pads for the new Au-
tomated External Defibrillator 

(AED) and an AED sign.  
 
Presidents Report:    

¶ Convention. Our donations 
were: a pizza cutter for 
Camp Luther, childrenôs 

Thank You!! 
Last month the LWML sponsored an ingathering for the Pregnan-

cy Help Center in Camdenton. The items were gathered throughout 

the month of June. Thank you to everyone who supported this pro-

ject. We couldnôt do it without you! Photo submitted by Pudge 

McCloud. 
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boots for Lutheran Family 
Services, and a prayer book 

for the Lincoln Campus 
Ministry. 
¶ Our mission for the month of 

June, we will be collecting 
diapers, size 4-7, and baby 
wipes for the Pregnancy 

Help Center. There is a Pack 
nô Play in the Narthex to be 
filled with donated items.  

¶ Our mission for August will 
be to collect pantry items for 
Kidôs Cove Respite Home. 

¶ We did receive the correct 
number of Quarterlies in the 
latest shipment.  

 

Correspondence: We received 
a ñthank youò from Synod Presi-

dent Matthew Harrison for our 
monetary gift to Concordia Uni-
versity. 
 

Mites Reading: Cathie Mueller 
read ñGrace and Gravityò.    
 

Collections: A collection was 

made for Mites, the General 
Fund, and the Rally. 
 
Committees: 

¶ ñPop Tabò Committee, Su-

san Kral - no report    
¶ ñBest Choice Labelsò, Paula 
Emery - no report   

¶ ñKitchen Committeeò, Diane 
Borgmann - no report   
¶ ñHuman Careò, Cathie 

Mueller - no report.  
¶ ñStampsò, Dawn Hedberg - 
Dawn gave an explanation of 
what kind of stamps are col-

lected, and how the stamps 
should be removed from the 
envelopes. 

 

Old Business: 

¶ The date has been set for 
cleaning out the LWML 

closet, after our scheduled 
August business meeting.  
¶ We will volunteer to help 

Deb Mayes with the box 

lunches for the Centurian 
Project. We will need volun-

teers to put together the 
lunch boxes and bake cook-
ies. 

¶ The Ice Cream Social is 
scheduled for June 17. 
¶ The Yard Sale and Bar-be-

que date was changed to 
September 6.  
¶ A day trip to Heitôs Point 

was tabled for a later date.  
¶ The Fall Rally will be at 
Trinity in Clinton. 

¶ Our society will meet with 
Warsaw and Stover societies 
to plan and discuss the 
Spring Rally on April 28, 

2026. Paula Emery has come 
up with a theme for consider-
ation called ñA Basket of 

Blessingsò. Peace will host 
the Spring Rally.    
¶ It was decided to keep the 

meeting date on Mondays. 
We agreed to meet during 
the months of January and 

February, weather permit-
ting. 

 

New Business: 

¶ We discussed placing an 

LWML shelf in the library.  
¶  ñValentines Sweetheart Din-
nerò for February was tabled 

for a later business meeting.  
¶ We would like to suggest to 
the Church Council about 

holding a ñNew Memberôs 
Luncheonò every year, the 
first Sunday in October and 

the first Sunday in May after 
church services. It would be 
ñpotluckò so that all mem-

bers of the church could par-
ticipate. 

¶ We formed a ñBag Commit-
teeò to start the workings of 
childrenôs bags, visitorôs 

welcome bags, and a new 
member bag. 
¶ Our Mission Projects for 

2025 is: 
§ All year - Mite Boxes 
§ June - Collect diapers 

and wipes for the Cam-
denton Pregnancy Help 
Center 

§ July - open  
§ August - Collect pantry 
items for Kids Cove Res-
pite Home 

§ September - Yard Sale 
and Bar-Be-Que 

§ October - Collect hats 

and mittens for Hurri-
cane Deck Elementary 
School 

§ November - Harvest Ta-
ble for Community for 
Christ and/or designated 

needy family 
§ December - Christmas 
Stocking money for Con-

cordia University and 
soup suppers before Ad-
vent services 

We ended our meeting with a 
ñLoverôs Cakeò recipe/prayer by 
Co-President Dawn Hedberg.    
 

After the Meeting: 

A few members enjoyed hav-

ing lunch together at a local res-
taurant!  
  
Respectfully submitted 

Jayne Marie Trick, Secretary 
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Ice Cream Gathering 
On June 16, 30 members attended the third annual LWML ice cream social. This is our way of expressing 

our gratitude for the tremendous support we receive from Peace for our many projects. We thank you! Photos 

submitted by Cindy Niebur and Diane Borgmann. 
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G 
reat Britainôs 47-year-

old Mandy Fleming is a 

lady who has a temper. 

A number of years ago, when 

she and her husband were sepa-

rated, Fleming paid a visit to his 

yacht. There she was surprised 

to find he had made a number of 

improvements on the vessel. 

Now fixing up your yacht is 

almost always a good thing to 

do. Just about the only time you 

donôt want to improve your 

yacht is after youôve told your 

estranged wife you have no 

money. 

Having seen the yachtôs up-

grades, Fleming called up her 

husband and yelled at him. Then 

she returned to the yacht with a 

drill. The next day the harbor 

master noticed the manôs yacht 

was slowly sinking from the 

three holes that she had drilled 

in the hull.  

Then they also will answer, saying, ñLord, when did we see you 

hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 

did not minister to you?ò Matthew 25:44 

To make a long story short, 

Fleming pled guilty to sinking 

her husbandôs ship. When the 

judge sentenced her, he said, 

ñYou were a manipulative, an-

gry and troubled individual.ò 

Then, because she had also 

turned on the gas so the ship 

would explode, Fleming was 

sentenced to jail. 

When Fleming heard the ver-

dict, she began to cry. It was 

almost as if she were shocked 

there would be any penalty for 

her crime. 

Itôs sort of like those folks in 

Jesusô description of Judgment 

Day. 

When Jesus returns, He says 

He is going to separate the 

saved from the lost. Those lost 

are not going to take the bad 

news lying down. Shocked and 

surprised at the verdict, they 

will voice a defense. Itôs a de-

fense that wonôt do them any 

good. 

The truth is manipulative, 

angry, troubled and unbelieving 

sinners are not going to be 

saved. This is why, while there 

is still time, we need to share 

with them how Jesus lived and 

died to save them. 

And why would we share the 

Saviorôs story? There are two 

reasons: 

Let us pray: Dear Lord Je-

sus, for saving me from all my 

sins, I give thanks to You. It is 

an undeserved gift that Your 

sacrifice has bestowed. Now 

may I share that gift with those 

I meet. Use me so the manipula-

tive, angry, troubled unbelievers 

of the world may know by grace 

they can be saved through faith. 

This I pray in Your Name. 

Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant 

and yours, 

Pastor Ken Klaus (1948-2023, 

Oct. 18, 2011) 

I hate to see grown men 

and women -- like Mandy 

Fleming -- cry. 

He asked us to. 
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Window Cleaning 
A big shout out to Jeff Emery, Pat Callahan, and Kyle Wright for washing all church windows inside and 

out. Shiny like a new dime. Photos submitted by Peg Callahan. 

Wednesday Tacos 
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ship on Wednesday, May 28. Photo submitted by Peg Callahan. 

Face Lift 

The south side exit door and hand 

railings of the church received a fresh 

coat of paint. The cemetery and mainte-

nance Thrivent monies was used for 

this project. Thanks to Pat for all of his 

hard work and to all membersô hard 

work who make the inside of the 

church, church grounds and cemetery 

look wonderful. Photo submitted by 

Peg Callahan. 


