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Wheat 
Many of Jesusô para-

bles liken the king-
dom of heaven to 
wheat growing 

abundantly in a 
field, as opposed to weeds 
planted by the evil one. When 

God ñsowsò the gospel broadly, 
some soil produces great crops 
of wheat (believers, people who 

become part of Godôs family); 
elsewhere, wheat (belief) flour-
ishes briefly or not at all. Wheat 

also symbolizes the bread of 
Holy Communion and Christ, 
the bread of life. 

Pomegranate 
Because the pomegran-
ate has an abundance of 
seeds, the fruit is used 

to represent hope and future life. It 
also symbolizes the many believers 
who are individual members of the 
universal Christian church. 
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Christian Symbols  

Can You Make a Decision  
for Christ?  

ñHave you made a decision for Christ?ò One often hears this question 
from radio and television preachers, or even from our friends and family. 
ñHave you invited Jesus into your heart? Have you received Jesus as 
your personal Lord and Savior? Have you dedicated your life to Christ?ò 
Many churches have a ñTime of Decisionò at the end of their services, 
with altar calls and emotional appeals for the person to respond. All of 
these questions rotate around this same premise: the unbeliever has the 
ability and responsibility to choose Jesus. But is this what the Bible 
teaches? Can the unbeliever make a decision for Christ? 
 

What Can We Do? 
St Paul speaks of our conversion as a move from death to life. ñAnd 

you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sinsò [Ephesians 
2:1, see also 2:5 and Colossians 2:13]. Dead in trespasses and sins. Not 
sick, not crippled, dead. We are, says St Paul, dead in our sins, com-
pletely unable to choose or decide anything regarding Jesus. Again, St. 
Paul, ñBut the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discernedò [1 Corinthians 2:14]. The things of the 
Spirit of God, this certainly includes the truth of Jesus and His cross and 
death for us, all these things are unknown and unknowable to the natural 
man, the mind of flesh. The Gospel is ñfoolishnessò [1 Corinthians 1:23, 
25] to those who do not believe. How, then, could we invite the unbe-
liever to make a decision for that which is foolish? It cannot. 
Again, St Paul says, ñFor the desires of the flesh are against the Spir-

it, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are op-
posed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to 
doò [Galatians 5:17]. Far from accepting the good news of Jesus, our 
sinful flesh fights against it. As Stephen, the first martyr after Jesusô As-
cension, preaches to the Jews in Jerusalem, ñYou stiff-necked people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As 
your fathers did, so do youò [Acts 7:51]. Such accusation stands over all 
the unbelieving world, ñThey are darkened in their understanding, alien-
ated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to 
their hardness of heartò [Ephesians 4:18]. 
Far from having a free will to choose or make a decision for Jesus, 

the Scriptures speak of the natural condition of man as an enemy of 
God. ñFor the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does 
not submit to Godôs law; indeed, it cannotò [Romans 8:7]. The fleshly 
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Church Office  
Schedule 

Church office hours are 
Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 
noon. Phone number 573-
836-8141. Secretary is 
Pudge McCloud.  

mind ñdoes notò and ñcannotò submit to Godôs law. Such sure testimo-
nies should answer the question ñCan we make a decision for Christ?ò 
The Scriptures plainly tell us ñnoò. St Paul quotes from the Psalms, 
ñNone is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for 
God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 
one does good, not even oneò [Romans 3:10-12]. And the Lord Jesus 
testifies, ñThe light shines in darkness; and the darkness comprehended 
it notò [John 1:5]. 
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The Bible says that we cannot choose or turn to God, that we are 

completely helpless when it comes to heavenly things. How, then, are 
we to believe? Conversion, turning from death to life and from the devil 
to God is a work of God Himself; a work of God alone. We call this the 
teaching of monergism, God alone is the cause of our salvation; He cre-
ates faith [see Ephesians 2:8-10] and gives repentance as a gift. Such is 
the testimony of the Scriptures. 
When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, 

saying, ñThen to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads 
to lifeò [Acts 11:18]. 
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thya-

tira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord 
opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul, [Acts 
16:14]. 
Jesus says, ñAll things have been handed over to me by my Father, 

and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Fa-
ther except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
Himò [Matthew 11:27]. And again, ñTo you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been giv-
enò [Matthew 13:11]. 
ñAnd we know that the Son of God has come and has given us under-

standing, so that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who 
is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal lifeò [1 
John 5:20]. 
Just as the Lord spoke and the universe was created out of nothing, so 

our knowledge and trust in the Lord is created out of nothing in us. ñFor 
God, who said, óLet light shine out of darkness,ô has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Je-
sus Christò [2 Corinthians 4:6]. Godôs Word alone creates faith in us. 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salva-
tion to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
[Romans 1:16] So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ [Romans 10:17]. 
It is the Holy Spirit, working through the Word of God, who gives us 

faith and trust in Jesus and His cross, for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure [Philippians 2:13]. So 
what we learn in the Catechism is a marvelous summary of this Biblical 
teaching: 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in 
Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has 
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sancti-
fied and kept me in the true faith. In the same way, He calls, 
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church 
on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

Our faith is a work of God the Holy Spirit through His Word. 

2 Will Stalcup 

5 Tammy Wright 

10 Tom Croft 

12 Don & Harriett Cress 

13 Kore Gale 

13 Kyle Wright 

15 Susan Kral 

16 Brett Niebur 

17 Peggy Callahan 

24 Matt Mayes 

31 Bob Borgmann 

Voters Meeting 
will be held on  

Sun., October 19 
after worship.  
Plan to attend! 
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It is plain from the Scriptures that the unbeliever cannot make a de-

cision for Jesus or invite them into their heart, but that the Holy Spirit, 
through the Word, converts the heart and gives us faith. But does this 
matter? 
Jesus teaches us, ñI am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 

abides in Me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 
Me you can do nothingò [John 15:5]. This is a verse of marvelous com-
fort, for here we have Jesusô promise that, abiding in Him, we will bear 
much fruit. But Jesus is also warning us to not think too highly of our-
selves. ñApart from Me you can do nothing.ò Jesus means what He 
says, there is no doing anything good or holy apart from Him. 
Far from making a decision for Jesus, the Lordôs people rejoice that 

He has made a decision for us, to die for us, to forgive all our sins, to 
baptize us into His family, and to call us through His Gospel. Our faith 
is Jesusô work, and this is our great comfort. 
May our Lordôs words to His disciples also grant us peace: ñYou did 

not choose Me, but I choose you and appointed you that you should go 
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abideò [John 15:16]. Amen. 
Written by Pastor Bryan Wolfmueller 

will be held in the 

church parking lot 

Friday, October 31 

4 to 6 p.m. 

Enter a chance to win a brand  

new bicycle, one girlôs  

and one boyôs bike. 

Bíþ÷ÕĄ°áÕĞÅÁƅ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǎπ

ǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ 

ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ 

ōƻǳƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊŀƴŘǘ όрул-пнм-умлуύΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛπ

ǾŀŎȅ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

Ƴŀǝƻƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
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ǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ 

ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǎǇƛπ

ǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ 

ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
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Tree Trimming  

A huge thank you to Pat Calla-

han for trimming a tree near the 

parking lot. Thanks to all the men 

who keep our grounds looking 

wonderful. Photo submitted by 

Peggy Callahan. 

These welcome bags are 
ready for our visitors. Photo 
submitted by Candi Tostenrud 

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 
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What to Share?: Substance  

For what we  

proclaim is not 

ourselves, but  

Jesus Christ  

as Lord, with  

ourselves as  

your servants  

for Jesusô sake.  
2 Corinthians 4:5 

S 
haring Godôs Word with 

people involves more than 

spouting off a bunch of 

Bible passages like some kind of 

ñrobo-witness.ò It involves lis-

tening, asking, and seeking in 

order to understand which pas-

sages are applicable to the person 

and how best to share them. It 

often means that we need to craft 

a narrative or story for a particu-

lar person.  

Narratives are quite power-

ful. Throughout the ages, hu-

mans have shared truth, wisdom, 

and history with well-crafted sto-

ries. These narratives often shape 

the thinking and identity of the 

people who tell them and hear 

them. But human stories are lim-

ited as they can only speak of the 

little that we understand about 

life, purpose, and meaning. The 

best can only inform or entertain. 

In and of themselves, they are 

only words that cannot do any-

thing.  

Godôs Word is different. The 

Word is not only the greatest of 

narratives, but also does what it 

says: sets people from bondage, 

changes peopleôs hearts, and 

brings life from death. The story 

of Jesus is the only narrative that 

can do that. 

It can be tempting to simply 

tell ñmy story.ò I know my story 

well, know it to be true, and no 

one can argue against it. But it is 

only my story.  

Some people will relate to it, 

but others will not. My story 

doesnôt change anyone. It didnôt 

even change me. It can only 

speak of how I have been 

changed by Jesusô story - the on-

ly story that can change peopleôs 

hearts. His story is the only story 

that touches every human being 

in the world. His story is the only 

story that can bring life and sal-

vation.  

When we share a story, we 

need to share Jesusô story. Some-

times telling my story is a great 

way to get to Jesusô story and 

sometimes it just gets in the way 

of His story. Sharing my story is 

optional. Sharing Jesusô story is 

essential. A witness strives to 

keep things about Jesus by shar-

ing His story.  
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News  

W 
e opened the meeting 

with Lutherôs Morning 

Prayer. Roll call word 

for the month of September was 

ñhealedò. Ten members and 

three guest members were in at-

tendance. The roll call was an-

swered with their chosen Bible 

verses on ñhealedò. Members 

recited the LWML Pledge. Bible 

Study was titled ñHealed - 10 

Lepers and Meò. 

The August treasures report 

and the secretaryôs minutes were 

read and approved. 
 

Presidents Reports: 
¶ Several of the new visitor 

bags were distributed after 

church services. More coast-

ers for the bags were or-

dered. Discussion was held 

concerning a few changes to 

the Peace Lutheran Church 

brochure to be included in 

the bag. Prayer cards will 

also be added to the bags. 

¶ Co-President Cindy thanked 

all members who helped 

with the closet cleanup and 

the library cleanup in Au-

gust. Boxes of Stephen Min-

istry books, brochures and 

other information will be do-

nated to Christ the King.  

LWML Met September 8 
ςπςυ /ÆПÉÃÅÒÓȡ #Ï-0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ #ÉÎÄÙ .ÉÅÂÕÒ ÁÎÄ $Á×Î (ÅÄÂÅÒÇ 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒ 3ÕÓÁÎ +ÒÁÌȟ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙ *ÁÙÎÅ -ÁÒÉÅ 4ÒÉÃË 
Correspondence: Missouri Dis-

trict LCMS encouraged support 

for the education of pastoral stu-

dents in need. This is currently 

one of our yearly donations.  

 
The Mites Reading by Cathie 

Mueller was ñThe Dusty Bibleò. 

 
Committee Reports:  
¶ Paula Emery reported that 

she has a total of 133 Best 

Choice bar codes. She needs 

1,000 to get a rebate check! 

Cathie Mueller commented, 

and members agreed, that 

ñHuman Careò is what we do 

with our projects every 

month!  

¶ Candi Tostenrud sent pic-

tures of our events to Sheryl 

for the newsletter, and the 

pictures were sent to the con-

tact person at the district lev-

el. No other committees re-

ported. 

 
Old Business: 

¶ Members volunteered to help 

Deb Mayes with the Centuri-

on Project. Volunteers were 

assigned, and the date, place, 

and time for assembling the 

lunches was agreed upon.  

¶ A ñthank youò to Peggy Cal-

lahan for writing notes to 

each of our visitors. Candi 

Tostenrud and Linda Meyer 

volunteered to help her, 

when needed. 

¶ The September church yard 

sale and bar-be-que were a 

huge success and will be-

come a yearly event. Mem-

bers were encouraged to 

come up with suggestions as 

to the mission they would 

choose to receive the money.   

¶ Deb Mayes and Rhonda Stal-

cup delivered needed sup-

plies and clothing items to 

the Hurricane Deck School.  

¶ The Kids Cove Respite 

Home pantry collection was 

a success. 

¶ The Fall New Member Pot-

luck Brunch is set for Octo-

ber 5. Paula Emery created a 

sign-up sheet. The library 

will be open at this time. 

¶ Co-President Cindy Niebur 

reminded members about the 

Fall Rally in Clinton on 

Tuesday, October 21st. 

¶ Warsaw and Stover LWML 

will co-sponsor with us to 

host the 2026 Spring rally. 

We will meet with them be-



с 

Supporting Kids Cove 
A wide variety of food items were brought to the church 

for Kids Cove during the month of August.  The food items 
were delivered to Kids Cove by Chuck and Susan and Will 
and Rhonda. Thank you to all who participated in the mis-
sion project. Photo submitted by Susan Kral. 

Continue to Save 
Please continue to save the 

following items: 

¶ Pop Tabs 

¶ Best Choice labels 

¶ Stamps 

The boxes for these items are 

located on the table just inside 

the entry of the church. 

Cards Available 
for Purchase 
There is a nice selection of 

cards available for visitors and 

members to purchase for $1.00 

each. This is on the honor sys-

tem. The display cabinet is lo-

cated in the Narthex. 

Results of the  
Yard Sale 

Food sales: $137.00 

LWML sales: $513.25 

Tables: $120.00 

Total: $770.25 

fore the Zone Board meeting. 

¶ Discussion on the Sweetheart 

Dinner was tabled for anoth-

er month. 
       

New Business:  

¶ LWML Sunday is October 5. 

Members were encouraged to 

wear purple. Members vol-

unteered to read scripture 

and recite the pledge. Discus-

sion was held concerning a 

special ñhand-outò to be giv-

en after church or an insert in 

the church bulletin for that 

Sunday explaining what we 

do. 

¶ There was a short discussion 

headed by Paula Emery on 

ideas for the Christmas party.  

The meeting was closed with 

the Lordôs Prayer.  
 

Respectfully submitted 
Jayne Marie Trick, Secretary 
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Yard Sale 

Photos submitted by Diane 
Borgmann 


