
 

 

Evergreen Tree 
These trees, which keep 
their green leaves year-
round, are symbolic of 
Christmas, eternal life 
and Godôs everlasting 

love. In the Bible, evergreen trees 
are called the ñcedars of Lebanon,ò 
suggesting growth (Psalm 92:12), 
height (Amos 2:9), fragrance (Hosea 
14:6) and steadfast faith. 

Poinsettias 

This shrub, native to 
Mexico, is at the heart 
of legend about a poor 
girl who wanted to 

bring Baby Jesus a gift one Christmas 
Eve. As she walked to church, she 
gathered a bouquet of weeds ð 
which Jesus miraculously trans-
formed into lovely red flowers. Thus 
the poinsettia (named for Joel Poin-
sett, the U.S. ambassador to Mexico 
who first brought the plant to Ameri-
ca) is known in Mexico as la flor de 
la Nochebuena (flower of the Holy 
Night). The poinsettia is also an ideal 
Christmas symbol because its leaves 
turn red when deprived of sunlight 
and its flowers (the red inner buds) 
bloom in December.  
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ŎŀΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ wƻƳŜΗ 
Beginning with December 17 and eventually lasting seven days, 

Ancient Rome would celebrate the harvest and the planting of the win-

ter crops. The patron god of the 

celebration was Saturn, said to 

have been the pre-Roman Italian 

king who invented agriculture. 

The celebration had the same feel 

and atmosphere as does Marti 

Gras in New Orleans and Carnival 

in Buenos Aires. It got so wild 

that even Roman Emperors ð not 

exactly prudes  ð tried to reign it 

all in ð unsuccessfully.  

There has been a myth going 

around that the Emperor Constan-

tine or the Bishops invented 

Christmas and placed it on De-

cember 25 to rescue Christians 

from the party. These days it is 

mostly pagans, atheists, secular liberals ð and interestingly enough ð 

very conservative Christians who promote the theory. The problem is 

that no Christian writing from ancient times make that argument. So, 

how did the rumor get started? 

To begin with, there is no mention of formal celebration of Christ-

mas before 340 AD. The main focus of the early church was the cele-

bration of Easter, which got quite a bit of discussion from the very 

start. Then again, there is no detailed description of Saturnalia before 
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Church Office 

Schedule 
Church office hours are Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday from 8 a.m. 
to noon. Phone number is  
573-836-8141. Pudge McCloud, 
Secretary 

December 
11 Blake Johnston 

12     Bob and Candy Tostenrud  

17 Robert & Penny Hansen 

19 Judy Janssen 

25 Tom Greenwald 

400 AD, so it is hard to tell which came first. If we give ancient Chris-

tian and pagan sources the benefit of a doubt, both celebrations are very 

old. The date of Christmas has some variety to it until late in the 300s. 

Many Christians observed January 6 as the day to thank God for the 

many ways that the Son of God revealed himself ð focusing on the in-

carnation and the baptism of Jesus. 

Yet traditions die hard. The church never successfully brought an 

end to December parties, gift-giving and other customs. Rarely did it 

really try all that hard ð beyond preaching against immorality and com-

plaining that people do not focus on Godôs gift of his Son. Instead, 

Christians baptized many of these customs, infusing them with Christian 

meaning. It is how we have a different reason for the season.  

ñGod rest ye merry, Gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. Remember 

Christ, our Savior, was born on Christmas Day, to save us all from Sa-

tanôs powôr when we had gone astray. O tidings of comfort and joy! O 

tidings of comfort and joy!ò 

Rev. Robert E. Smith 

Concordia Theological Seminary 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 

,ÏÏË ÁÔ Á ÃÁÎÄÙ ÃÁÎÅ 

what do you see? 3ÔÒÉÐÅÓ that 

are red like the blood shed for 

me! 7ÈÉÔÅ for my Savior, whoõs 

sinless and pure! Ȱ*ȱ is for Jesus, 

my Lord thatõs for sure! Turn it 

around and a staff you will see 

Jesus, my shepherd, is coming 

for me! 

Answering Objections to the Faith 
The Basics of Christian Apologetics  

Consider the Jewish leaders who tried to find an 

explanation for Jesusô healing of the man born 

blind in John 9. How does that view compare 

with the view of todayôs sceptics who deny the 

resurrection of Christ?  

Suggested Answer: We canôt generalize, of course, but at the same 

time, those living now who deny the resurrection do so for the same 

reason that Jesusô enemies wouldnôt accept Him as the Messiah. They 

simply refuse to believe. Itôs not a matter of some being worse sinners 

than others, or being more closed-minded than others, and the like. Je-

sus clarified the matter in His parable of the wedding feast.  

(Matthew 22:1-14)  

This parable explained that everyone is invited to the banquet. Some 

people accept and others do not. Why do some accept to be a part of 

Godôs kingdom and others refuse? Scripture does not answer this ques-

tion. We simply do not know. (Freedom, even limited freedom, by its 

very nature cannot be explained.) 

from The Reason I Believe by Allen Quist 
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Bíþ÷ÕĄ°áÕĞÅÁƅ 
If you or a loved one is hospi-

talized, have experienced a death 

in the family, are home bound, or 
scheduled to go to the hospital,  
please contact Pastor Brandt (580

-421-8108). Please keep in mind 
that privacy laws also limit the 
information hospitals can share 

with us. Pastor Brandt is available 
for any emergency, or any issue 
you and your loved ones might be 

having.  
Our Elders: Jeff Hedberg 

(573-819-4446), Jeff Emery  (816

-745-0229) and Larry Trick (573-
286-4423) will assist the pastor to 
follow up on any issue, not just 

hospitalization for you, a loved 
one or a death in the family. 

Support Schedules 
 Elder Altar Guild   

December Larry Trick Diane Borgmann first two Sundays 

  Dawn Hedberg last two Sundays 

Minister Rev. Gary Brandt 

Organists Rev. Gary Brandt, Diana Schwab 

Ushers 
1st Sunday Robert & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels 

2nd Sunday Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz 

4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russell Schulz 

5th Sunday Robert Hansen, Earl Hartenstein, Jeff Hedberg 

Counters 
1st Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 

2nd Sunday Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur 

4th Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur 

5th Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur 

Harvest Table 

Thank you to the many members of Peace who donated items to our 

harvest table. The items were donated to Community for Christ. Thank 

you Cindy for setting up the table. 

Bryar Ann Methvin became 

a child of God through the wa-

ters of Holy Baptism on Sunday, 

November 4. She is the daughter 

of Hannah Carlson and Ghunnar 

Methvin and the great-grand-

daughter of former member Mic 

Carlson. 

The ninth annual Kingôs 

Academy Cookie Walk/Sale at 

Christ the King will be held on 

Friday, December 13 from 10 to 

4 p.m. For questions, contact 

Karen Blickenstaff at 636-346-

2128.  
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2025 Calendars 

Now Available 
The 2025 calendars are now 

available. Please pick a calen-

dar up as you leave the sanc-

tuary. Thanks to Pastor 

Brandt for providing them 

again this year. 

Ask Exploratory Questions  
(Questions that target worldviews and beliefs) 

Exploratory questions pick up where basic questions lead by 

examining the personôs reason for saying what they have said.  

Basic questions seek to find out what a person thinks, understands, 

and believes while exploratory questions seek to understand why he 

does so. While it can be challenging to phrase basic questions as open-

ended questions, exploratory questions tend to be open-ended by nature.  

The challenge is to not come across as condescending. They should 

be context driven based on the content of the conversation. For example: 

asking ñWhy do you think Darwinism is true?ò is good for someone 

who believes in evolution, but not for someone who 

doesnôt believe in life after death.  

The purpose of exploratory questions is to under-

stand a personôs worldview and how deeply they be-

lieve in it. Sometimes they really may know much 

about that worldview if they just pick up and repeat 

what is a popular idea.  

Questions like,ò What led you to believe there is no 

life after death? ñor ñ What evidence do you have that 

there is no Creator?ò encourages people to think about 

how much of a particular worldview they really know 

and understand.  

Remember, asking questions is not a way for us to 

set a trap to make one feel as though youôre trying to paint them into a 

corner. Being sincere in the questions you ask will help keep the conver-

sation going.  

bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΥ ñchallenging questionsò. 

LASSIE Approach To Witnessing  (Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, Encourage) by Mark Wood 

director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry 
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?ĲƻŸƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖ 
?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖ 

N ewsweek will no long-

er be going to the 

printer. Even though I 

didn't have a subscription to 

the magazine, I still am some-

what saddened by the an-

nouncement. I guess I thought 

the weekly periodical would 

always be there. 

I was wrong. Newsweek was 

done in by old news. Let me 

explain. 

Most of us like our news to 

be, well, we like it to be ... 

new. We want our information 

to be both recent and reliable. 

To make that happen, networks 

put cameras and reporters into 

the field. They use computers, 

Old News 

And the angel said  
to them, åFear not,  
for behold, I bring  
you good news of  
great joy that will be  
for all the people.æ  
Luke 2:10 

satellite links, and the Internet 

to make sure you know what is 

happening, even as it is hap-

pening. Sometimes, as in the 

case of national elections, 

news reporting goes one step 

further, as it announces victors 

before the ballots are counted 

and sometimes before the vot-

ing booths are closed. 

Sadly, a magazine which 

must be printed and then dis-

tributed by the Post Office is 

condemned to sharing events 

that are days old, and news 

which is days old is no longer 

news, it is ancient history. 

That explains why, to get back 

into the ñnews game,ò begin-

ning next year, Newsweek is 

going digital. 

Old news. Some 2,000 years 

ago some angels appeared to 

some shepherds and gave them 

Godôs ñgood news of great 

joy.ò Since that message was 

delivered a long time ago, a 

person might easily think that 

what the angels said is old 

news and of little value. 

If a person thought such a 

thing, he would be wrong. 

The coming of the promised 

Messiah, His perfect life, His 

innocent death, His glorious 

resurrection is news that every 

person, in every nation, in 

every century needs to hear. 

Every sinner who is con-

demned to hell -- which means 

every human being -- needs to 

know the Lord has provided a 

way for them to be forgiven, 

redeemed and saved. Every 

baby born needs to be told 

Godôs Good News: Jesus 

Christ is not just a Savior or 

the Savior é He is their Sav-

ior.  

Good news of great joy ... 

Good news that is always new. 

That is what we have in Jesus. 

That is the good news the Lord 

has asked us to share. 

 

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, 

we live in an age when the sto-

ry of the Savior is being treat-

ed as if it is unimportant news 

of little consequence. Let us 

be of help in opening doubting 

hearts to a realization that the 

Redeemerôs work is the most 

important news they will ever 

hear. In Jesusô Name. Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant 

and yours, Pastor Ken Klaus Speak-

er emeritus of The Lutheran HourÈ   



 

 

News  

Pocket 

Change for 

Mites 

On November 3, we 

gathered $6.50 for 

Mites. Thank you for 

your continued sup-

port. 

T 
he meeting was called to 
order on November 11 and 

opened with a prayer by 
Co-President Dawn Hedberg. 
Eight members and one regular 

guest attendee answered the roll 
call with their favorite ñjoy-
filledò versus from the Bible!  

The Bible study was present-
ed by Deb Mayes on Mary the 
mother of Jesus. Members recit-

ed the LWML Pledge.   

Minutes: Copies of the October 
minutes, and treasurerôs reports 

were provided to members. Su-
san reported that membership 
dues for 2025 are due by No-
vember 30. We discussed adding 

a Memorial Fund to the account 
summary. 

Presidents Reports:  

Dawn reported on the out-
standing offering and ingather-

ing support for Heitôs Point from 
the Fall Rally. 
A list was made of which 

members would prefer to receive 
our by-laws electronically. 
Dawn reminded us of the Se-

dalia Zone positions that are 
open, and we were asked to 
prayerfully think about volun-

teering. She also handed out a 
sheet of ñDates to Rememberò 
from the Sedalia Zone Board. 

Correspondence: 

1. We received a thank you from 
 Joe Hanebrink for our contri-

 bution to Christ the Kingôs 
 Christmas Box program. 

LWML MINUTES ï NOVEMBER 2024 
2024 Officers: Co-Presidents Cindy Niebur and Dawn Hedberg 

Treasurer Susan Kral, Secretary Jayne Marie Trick 

2.  We received a request to do-
nate to the Smile Train.  

3.  We received a lovely thank 
you card and donation from 
Earl Hartenstein. 

Mites Reading: Read by Dawn, 
titled ñPrayer of the Congrega-
tionò. We had a short discussion 

on members of our congregation 
who need our prayers. 

Collections: A collection was 

made for Mites, the General 
Fund, and the Rally.  

Committees: 

¶ ñPop Tabò Committee, Susan 
Kral - Susan donated the pop 
tabs to McDonalds in Cam-

denton to add to their pop tab 
collection. 
¶ ñBest Choice Labelsò, Paula 

Emery - Paula suggested we 
donate our Best Choice labels 
to Kat & K9 Animal Shelter 

to add to their program be-
cause it takes us about two 
years to gather 1,000 labels 

needed to receive $30. Labels 
can still be placed in the des-
ignated box in the Narthex. 

The labels must be Best 
Choice brand and not Camp-
bellôs Soup brands. 

¶ ñKitchen Committeeò, Diane 
Borgmann - Deb Mayes pur-
chased the needed kitchen 

supplies so that we are all 
stocked up for future events.  
¶ ñHuman Careò, Cathie 

Mueller - Cathie requested 
that we get together on Friday 

November 15 to finish the lap 
robe project for Windsor Es-

tates.  
¶ ñStampsò, Dawn Hedberg - 
No report  

¶ ñPhotographyò, Jan Loman - 
No report 
¶ ñNominating Committeeò, 

Diane Borgman - Diane re-
ported that nominations are 
as they stand.   

Old Business: 

¶ The Harvest Table and dona-
tion tub was set up in the 

Narthex by Cindy Niebur. 
The donations will be 
dropped off at Community 

for Christ in Sunrise Beach 
before November 24.     
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¶ Details were finalized on our 
three Advent Soup Suppers, 

silent auction items, the 
cookie box sales and the Hol-
iday Gift Shop! Our goal for 

this project is to get more 
people to attend Advent ser-
vices and raise money for 

missions. Cindy will create 
an insert for the Sunday bul-
letin to remind people of our 

events for Advent!  
¶ Dawn mentioned the 2025 
National LWML Convention 

will be held next year in 
Omaha, Nebraska. 
¶ Our local mission project of 
hats, mittens and scarves was 

donated to Hurricane Deck 
School. Deb Mayes reported 
on the ways the items will be 

utilized by the school, and 
their sincere thanks for the 
donations. 

New Business 

¶ We discussed a possible need 

in the church building for an 
automated external defibrilla-
tor (AED).  There were many 

good comments as to why we 
should consider investing in 
one of these life-saving de-

vices. 
¶ A short discussion was made 
about our Christmas Party on 

December the 14. Paula Em-
ery suggested we bring a 
wrapped Christmas ornament 

for a gift exchange. A re-
minder was made to bring the 
LWML Christmas Stocking 
donations to the party, and 

they will be collected at that 
time. A sign-up sheet will be 
available in the Narthex for 

those who wish to attend the 
Christmas party! 
¶ The group considered new 

mission projects for the com-
ing year, including a bar-be-
que during one of the sum-

mer months, and helping Deb 

Mayes feed military chaplains 
a breakfast and box lunch for 

the upcoming Centurion Pro-
ject in March. Members were 
asked to come up with new 

ideas for mission projects.  
We ended our LWML meet-

ing with a prayer read by Dawn, 

with the theme of thanking our 
Heavenly Father!  

After the Business Meeting: A 

small group held hands and 
prayed for LC Stalcup.  

Respectfully submitted by  

Jayne Marie Trick, Secretary 

All ladies of Peace are invited 

to attend the annual Christmas 

party on Saturday, December 14 

in the dining hall. We suggest 

those ladies who plan to attend 

please bring a wrapped 

Christmas ornament  ($5 to $10 

range) and your favorite salad for 

the luncheon. We will gather at 

11:30 a.m. Thank you Paula for 

organizing this event each year. 

Mission Project Complete 
A beautiful array of lap quilts were completed by the LWML on 

Friday, November 15. The quilts were delivered the same day to 

Windsor Estates in Camdenton. Thank you to all of the ladies that 

came on Friday to complete this project. Photo submitted by Cindy 

Niebur 
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Lap Quilts and Walker Bags for Windsor Estates 
The ladies were busy after the last meeting working on the lap quilts for Windsor Estates in 

Camdenton. Thank you to all of the ladies who are serving the Lord with their talents. A total 

of eight quilts and seven walker bags were made. Photos submitted by Diane Borgmann. 



 

 

Soup Suppers 
Each week the LWML will 

host a soup supper before our 

Advent services.  Here are the 

activities for each week. 

¶ December 4: Holiday Gift 

Shoppe 

¶ December 11: homemade 

cookie sale  

¶ December 18: a silent auc-

tion of a quilt made by Deb 

Mayes and a painting by 

Jayne Marie Trick. Opportu-

nities to bid on the quilt and 

painting is taking place in the 

dining hall. 

A huge thank you to Deb and 

Jayne Marie for providing these 

silent auction items. 

The suppers will begin at 

4:30 p.m. with the Advent Ser-

vices to follow at 6 p.m. Mark 

your calendar!!! 

Reminder 
The LWML will not 

conduct business meet-

ings in the months of 

January and February. 

We will meet again 

on March 10 at 9 a.m. 

The roll call word will 

be beauty. 

The calendar booklets 

will be available soon to 

anyone that would like 

one. 
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