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Stone Tablets 

The tablets of stone 

symbolize Godôs 

giving of the Law 

to Israel through 

Moses on Mount Sinai (Horeb). 

Theyôre often shown with Roman 

numerals I through III on the left 

tablet and IV through X on the right. 

This represents the Ten Command-

ments ð with the first three focus-

ing on God and the final seven fo-

cusing on other people. The image 

of the stone tablets also may repre-

sent the entire Old Testament. 

Christian Symbols  
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Shell  
A scallop shell, pointing 

downward with three drops 

of water falling from it, is 

often used to symbolize baptism 

and the washing away of sin. The 

three water droplets stand for the 

Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit. 

Godõs New Year Resolution  
Are our resolutions righteous? Is our commitment to self-

improvement a selfless act motivated by love for the neighbor? 

We are bean counters. Weight watchers. List makers. No more-so 

than this time of year, the first weeks of the new year. Gym member-

ships spike. Shelters, churches, and soup kitchens see a significant 

increase in volunteers. Extra chairs need to be set out at A.A. Meet-

ings. Family and friends want to know, ñWhat kind of new yearôs 

resolutions did you make?ò 

The start of a new year is 

when we hit the hard reset on 

old, often bad, habits. We 

pledge to ourselves and others 

that this year we are going to 

improve ourselves. Get in 

shape. Get that promotion. 

Heal a broken relationship. 

Then, usually by Valentineôs Day, our resolutions are reduced to 

credit card charges, lightly used exercise gear hung at the back of 

closets, and self-improvement books with the spines still intact. 

However, New Yearôs resolutions are not a recent phenomenon. 

There are inscriptions on stone tablets from four thousand years ago 

that reveal the Babylonians made similar resolutions at the start of 

their calendar year. But unlike us, they believed that someone who 

did not follow through on his resolutions would die. 

So why do we do it to ourselves? Why do people, at least for the 

past four thousand years, engage in an annual audit of character 

flaws, bad habits, and personal demons? Why do it if so many times 

before we have failed to follow through. What is the ñwhyò of new 

yearôs resolutions? What is their purpose? What is our goal? 

In relation to God, itôs because old Adam wants to stand in the 

place of God. He wants to be God. Old Adam wants to be in control 

of his destiny. He does not want to rely on God for all the needs of 

body and soul. Old Adam wants, more than anything, choice. The 

two things all of us lack are time and choice. We are confined by the 

time in which we live and the space we occupy at any given mo-

ment. We just cannot be in two or more places at once. We cannot 

choose for ourselves any more or less than what is already in front of 

us, no matter how much wishful thinking we engage in or how many 
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Church Office  
Schedule 

Church office hours Tues-

day, Wednesday, Thursday 

from 8 a.m. to noon. Phone 

number 573-836-8141. 

Secretary Pudge Springer 

  4 Penny Hansen 

13 Dale & Gayle Montague 

16 Ron Meyer 

17 Brett & Cindy Niebur 

24 Rory Rathje 

26 Earl Hartenstein 

30 Jeff Emery 

resolutions we post to our Facebook profile. 

We are creatures, and although we are like God knowing good and 

evil, we are not God. Too often, we commit evil for the most right-

eous reasons and wander blindly into good works, when our inten-

tions were wholly selfish. 

Are our resolutions righteous? Is our commitment to self-

improvement a selfless act motivated by love for the neighbor? Do 

we care so long as our intent is ñgoodò, or righteous, or so long as 

our old Adam feels he is in control, he is calling the shots, he is the 

master of his own destiny? 

There is a long-standing tradition in the church that at the begin-

ning of a new year the assembly of the saints hear the call to repent 

and return to their Lord, Jesus Christ. Look up from vain naval-

gazing and behold our Good Shepherd. The weeks after Christmas 

are a time in the church to hit the hard reset. A time to focus on what 

matters most. As St. Paul writes: 

...I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, 

but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree 

with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin 

that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, 

in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability 

to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want 

is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I 

who do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when 

I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, 

The weeks after Christmas are a time in the 

church to hit the hard reset. A time to focus on 

what matters most.  

in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war 

against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 

dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 

from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my 

flesh I serve the law of sin... (Romans 7:15-25) 

At this time of year, the church is called by her Bridegroom to 

again stop staring at her reflection in the mirror, to stop looking in-

ward where only ghosts dwell, and to look outside herself to the 

Source of her faith, hope, and charity. 

In Christ Jesus there are no beans to count, no waistline to watch, 

no list to scribble down, and nothing left to audit. And if we do not 

manage to follow through on our resolutions we donôt have to wor-

ry, like the Babylonians, that we will die. Jesus died for us instead. 

And He has announced to us that He is Sin to our sin. He is the 

Death of our death. He is Satan to our satan. And even though our 

resolutions may fail to reach fruition, His resolve to love us is 

steadfast and unfailing, even in the midst of defeat, death, and dam-

nation. That is, as St. Paul writes: 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%207.15-25


о 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against 

God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Je-

sus is the one who diedðmore than that, who was raisedðwho is at 

the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall 

separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is 

written, 

ñFor your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are re-

garded as sheep to be slaughtered.ò 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 

nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:31b-39). 

by Donavon Riley, 1517 website Mites Collection  
In December we collected 

$85.56 in pocket change for 

Mites. Thank you for your con-

tinued support of this ongoing 

project.  

A reminder to pick up a 2026 

calendar if you havenôt already. 

They are located in the back of 

the church. 

Every One His Witness 

Share What You Can  
(Not everyone will listen even after youõve listened to them.) 

Y 
ou may patiently listen to a personôs story, ask meaningful ques-

tions, encouraging  them to share even more about their life, and 

seek out an appropriate connection that provides an excellent op-

portunity to share Godôs Word only to experience the person shutting 

you down as you try to speak.  

Some people are opposed to Godôs Word no 

matter how faithful and effective a witness you 

may be.  

Frustration and discouragement will fill you if 

you forget your roll in witnessing: you plantéyou 

wateréGod provides the growth.  

Remember your roll and continue to plant and 

water. Share what you can share. Not everyone 

will listen to you-even after youôve listened to 

them.  

     Be confident that the Word you are able to 

share-no matter how littleðis sufficient for that 

which the Lord intends.  

     He proclaims in Isaiah 55:11 that His Word ñshall not return to Me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 

the thing for which I sent it.ò 

     Share what you can share and trust God to bring the results He has 

determined. And remember that ñin the Lord your labor is not in vainò. 

(1 Corinthians 15:58)  

Next month: the ñIò in LASSIE - Invite 

by Mark Wood director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry              

Faith in Action  
A Christian is someone who 

makes it easier for others to be-

lieve in God ð not through per-

fection, but through kindness, 

grace and love in everyday life. 

When people see Christôs com-

passion in us, theyôre drawn clos-

er to Him. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.31b-39
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January 
Devotion  

I 
n recent years the Word of 

God has been the focus of a 

great many attacks. 

Atheist and agnostic, doubter 

and denier, skeptic and cynic 

have all gleefully thrown their 

barbs and darts at Holy Scripture. 

If it werenôt so sad, it would be 

almost laughable to see how they 

pounce on an imagined and what 

they believe to be newly discov-

ered inconsistency of Scripture. 

Holding their breaths and 

stomping their feet, they demand 

the church explain these errors. 

Unfortunately, they seldom listen 

to anything that is said in re-

sponse. 

Their actions all remind me of 

the time when churchman John 

The Word for the New Year  

xĲƣШŰŸШŸŰĲШĬĲĦĲŔƻĲШőŔůр
ƚĲũŉЮШfŉШċŰǃŸŰĲШċůŸŰŊШǃŸƨШ
ƣőŔŰťƚШƣőċƣШőĲШŔƚШƽŔƚĲШŔŰШ
ƣőŔƚШċŊĲЯШũĲƣШőŔůШĤĲĦŸůĲШ
ċШŉŸŸũШƣőċƣШőĲШůċǃШĤĲр
ĦŸůĲШƽŔƚĲЮШ[ŸƖШƣőĲШƽŔƚр
ĬŸůШŸŉШƣőŔƚШƽŸƖũĬШŔƚШŉŸũũǃШ
ƽŔƣőШ]ŸĬЮШ[ŸƖШŔƣШŔƚШƽƖŔƣр
ƣĲŰЯШљcĲШĦċƣĦőĲƚШƣőĲШ
ƽŔƚĲШŔŰШƣőĲŔƖШĦƖċŉƣŔŰĲƚƚЮњШ
ΝШ9ŸƖŔŰƣőŔċŰƚШΟаΝΥ-ΝΦ 

The Prayer: Dear Lord, Your Word and plan of salvation will al-

ways have its critics. Now I ask that those who delight in challenging 

Your Word, may be equally open to hearing what that Word says. May 

they be humbled and realize that if they are ever to be forgiven and 

saved, it will only be through the blood of Jesus. Lord, I pray for my-

self. May I be prepared to make a defense of the Gospel to those who 

need to hear it. Guide and guard my words, so they are effective in 

touching the lost. This I pray in the Saviorôs Name. Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant and yours, 
Pastor Ken Klaus Speaker emeritus of The Lutheran HourÈ  
(Pastor 1948-2023), Jan. 1, 2014 

Wesley received a critical note, 

which, in part, read, ñThe Lord 

has told me to tell you that He 

doesnôt need your book-learning, 

your Greek, and your Hebrew.ò 

Humbly, Wesley answered, 

ñThank you, sir. Your letter was 

superfluous; however, as I al-

ready know the Lord has no need 

for my óbook-learning,ô as you 

put it. However, although the 

Lord has not directed me to say 

so, on my own responsibility, I 

would like to say to you that the 

Lord does not need your igno-

rance either.ò 

Wesley was right. 

God neither needs our book-

learning, nor does He need the 

ignorance of His self-appointed 

detractors. What the Lord needs 

is people who see themselves as 

sinners and Him as a God who 

saves.  

What He wants is people who 

say, ñLord, be merciful to me a 

sinnerò and, who believe, be-

cause of His Sonôs sacrifice that 

He is. 

What He needs is people who 

know they need the Savior and 

people who are willing to share 

Him. 

This is what Lutheran Hour 

Ministries tries to do. It is what 

your congregation tries to do. It 

is what Godôs people continue to 

do. Prepared to make a defense 

of the Gospel, we share the Sav-

ior with those who need to hear it 

the most. 

It is for such people that we 

pray today. 
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Donations for  
Hurricane Deck  
For the month of November the 

LWML collected scarves, mittens 

and hats for Hurricane Deck School.  

Thank you to all who donated 

these items to support the school. The 

items were given to the school before 

Thanksgiving break. Photo submitted 

by Pudge Springer. 

News  

Our first LWML 

meeting of the new 

year will be held on 

Mon., January 12 at 

9 a.m., weather per-

mitting. The roll call 

word is blessed.  

2026 Officers  
President: Dawn Hedberg 

Vice President: Cindy Niebur 

Secretary: Jayne Marie Trick 

Treasurer: Susan Kral 

Everything Christmas  
On Saturday, December 13 the ladies of Peace held their annual 

Christmas party in the dining hall with 24 ladies attended the festivities. 

The theme this year was Everything Christmas. Everyone brought 

their favorite salad or dessert dish to share along with a $10 gift limit. 

Everyone attending had a great time. A huge thank you to Paula for 

organizing this event each year.  

Now Available  
The 2026 calendar booklets 

are now available. If you have 

not received your booklet, 

please let Dawn Hedberg know. 
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Decorating the Church  
A huge thank you to all who took time out of their busy schedule to come decorate the church for the 

Christmas season. Photos submitted by Diane Borgmann. 

Dec. 3 Advent Supper  

WŜũ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǿƴ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǾŜǊπ

ŀƎŜǎΦ tƘƻǘƻǎ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ 5ƛŀƴŜ .ƻǊƎƳŀƴƴΦ  

 ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭƛ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  
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Dec. 10 Advent Supper  

¢ƘŜ ŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ ōŜŜŦ 

ǎƻǳǇΦ 
wǳǎǎ ŀƴŘ wƻŘƴŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻǳǇΦ 

Dec. 17 Advent Supper  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜŦ Ƙƻǘ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀŎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƳŜŀƭǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ 

ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇŜǊǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ .ƻō ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŘƛ ŦƻǊ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ 


