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< Missouri District

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH — MISSOURI SYNOD

¢‘ OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

September 27, 2024
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Church!

One of the key tenets of Lutheran theology is that individual Christians are citizens of two
kingdoms, the “right-hand kingdom” of the Church and the “left-hand kingdom” of the state. God
works through both kingdoms, though in very different ways, to preserve and protect life (left-hand
kingdom institutions and laws) and to bestow the gift of eternal life in Christ (right-hand kingdom
means of grace). Christians are called to live and serve within both kingdoms. In the Table of
Duties in the Small Catechism, Dr. Luther reminds Christians of their obligations to the state by
quoting from the Scriptures (Matt. 22:21; Rom. 13:5-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-3; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 2:13-14).
Christians should not retreat from civic involvement. Instead, we should see that part of our calling
from God as citizens is to engage in the processes of government and politics. We can fulfill this
calling by educating ourselves on issues and participating in elections at the national, state, and
local levels.

At the same time, we are mindful of Paul’s encouragement in 1 Timothy 2:1-3 to pray for all those in
authority. We, as LCMS Christians, should be active in the “left-hand kingdom” of civil government,
while producing the fruit of the Spirit as we do so (Galatians 5:22-23). We are not afraid to be
involved, but we strive to avoid adding to the divisive rhetoric that is so common in our current
political climate. An election year is a good time to remember this, and | want to take this
opportunity to provide you with some resources as you exercise your calling as a citizen and
encourage members of your congregation to do the same in the coming months.

| also want to address a particular piece of legislation that will be on the ballot at the upcoming
election: Amendment 3, a proposed amendment to the State of Missouri’s constitution. The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and her congregations have consistently spoken out on issues
related to the sanctity of life. | am reminded of the words from Proverbs 31:8-9 to “Speak up for
those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge
fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” Over the years, our church body has adopted many
official resolutions related to the topic of the sanctity of life. The LCMS holds that “The Bible clearly
states that the child in a mother’s womb is a living human being (Jer. 1:5; Ps. 139:16; |s. 49:1, 5;
Luke 1:41, 44)” and that “with one voice the LCMS in convention denounce any legislation or action
that supports or funds abortions” (2010 Resolution 6-02A).

Please help fellow members of our Missouri District congregations to become aware of the
ramifications of the potential adoption of Amendment 3. It would not just legalize abortion, but it
would be an amendment to the Missouri constitution that essentially guarantees abortion under
almost any circumstances with no meaningful caveats. The amendment would mandate abortion
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access through all nine months of pregnancy, including the right to what are commonly called “late-
term abortions.” It also would guarantee the “right” to an abortion — even among minors and
without parental consent. Beyond this, the measure would repeal all relevant existing protections
for women and children and prevent future ones from being put into place. It would also give public
approval (and perhaps government funding) to abortions statewide for any reason at all.

Pastors and church leaders are strongly encouraged to educate members about Amendment 3 and
how it relates to the clear, Scriptural position of the LCMS on the sanctity of life. The Missouri
District will provide a bulletin insert that will help people to understand the ramifications of
Amendment 3. Links to other resources regarding the LCMS position on the sanctity of life, the
actual amendment language, and other related resources can be found at https://mo.lems.org/a-
letter-from-president-hagan/.

Finally, please pray for the upcoming elections from the local to the national level. Our hope is that
members of Missouri District congregations, and all Missouri voters, will be informed and exercise
their rights as citizens to “speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves.” We also pray that
the Church would be active in demonstrating Christ’s love and mercy to our neighbors in need,
especially in caring for children and their mothers both before and after birth.

May God bless and guide your congregation and her leaders as you fulfill your vocations as citizens
and speak up for life.

In Christ’s service,

L 7
at O‘ﬂ/‘f‘:}? o

Rev. Dr. R. Lee Hagan
President
Missouri District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

660 Mason Ridge Center Drive, Suite 100, St. Louis, MO 63141 — (314) 590-6200 — mo.lcms.org

5



202YqRYU LN

Y2134 HII

The Fool

Some fol ks | ef teatrhteh |seoc tHier emi gh't

hall; one woman sfoam npreidc.e Afto rt hoeur

Th@fOOlS&YS end of the 15 mifnouctle smay nngoetr sloil ki e
inhisheart, proudliy smisiil lwhieale . t ewposn deefr flue

. . proof i s sol idd: stahcerrief iicse naon dG oodu r
menﬂ@&c[ Th&@t when a Chri sitnideeredl,adyi ke | ng
Psalm 14:1 stood upBandsbsmrjcdymtui nue to belie
havwvienproven thatGotheriet iissnli s ri

% God. AMAld dyoorue i swpktbvedme that he

: / t @®od aikksmg orLderds rfermram nds $ @at
ei stoEnbwnihnght hlada warn unbel i ev
had been bestChdr,i sithgcearns oslave t
e often thipkvéhalised that unpluesasraaltt todha ya gtat
denying God ppdathft story smaagkee whoiuch we are
cent inventis@gntebt |4 Smost csehrarad.nllyt birsi nogusr
nd . Back in the 8806 .t h&A€ MOSZEtand sfirnfnulmewor | d
famous atheist wased If €lHiod Pwp oGio d hree madiunrsa gien ¢ o
the name of Robedgf Ghatl NILdP 0dd -slhet tysDePatreylor d,
So strong was higt dPd RGinRImiollsemi wer ad wi shes to d
the Glogrdace thatsbBgoh@O0Ki MéSwheni nit irmiadatzee ush.atMa
show on the roadopnd®@kdddin God atlhatwevdh ean Daalvli di s
speeches in | argiey tPWwWnsg adddwn a Yeou iragmmai n i n con
smal | . Sadly, in every nggenseernatt iYoonur Son
One time, I ngerspodyile 13000k nPaunty  Cohera tsht iaamds daehvoi |
his watcihd bBndi sajdj.jij eve that theHiwortiod siaves nae,t el
God a chance to (pypy et #dy@tarHe, naryaretv eme btehe ogi ft
exists. | chall epg@athhiafh ttOh eSyl.T ivie® o1,y swimteh &t hkonsoew
me dead within 1p,9nd|njud\esSr's may tbhee slnparrd eorf tldscavne .
Those who were dthp®e € S ajsd: pault Nwemeh.a vAemesno me -
first there was t5H||r?g70dehe)i\FedNrﬁ\ﬁest9ave
silent people intHd el dsadok yr WS s 2PN
could hear that Wwécma\;@c@m@ﬂmewa&,ﬂ% —
silence was soonggepdacefd Biys son co gt o
6




on who, what, wh ¢
'b{29wLbD h. W9/ ¢LhbD({ Chhaow,9 s &mhmdtCiImés wl

¢KS . larnda 27 /KNJ\aeIyf’p'@m’zdtegzlosueeéé'on
o.mi ng acr

Questions & Sugges?roaee givA\rng
I

< < encourages_ longe]

¢tKS ai2NE A& (2tR 27F | YI-){Tla K%‘ %I-O)/Lé%% uu£ a

'QNBfA3A2y¢ Ly |@W$EW¥u27OEuM|%% KHh%%Y have 1

NEGK RASR FyR NB&S | 3FAY &3  %ady Rl A yNREA
O2dz R R2 | aél 2% R Slaa G\Kd\zéKcaggngigﬁgdzén

GNIX GS 'y AYLRNIFYyd RAGSNBYPPt ASHmEYk & EpR g

FYR 23GKSNJ NBtATA2yaK conversation goir

Jesus paid the wultimatesome ceex dmplogdeof
|l i sh His religion and the ChurchiohsstBat dmayHbe

possible evidence of its truth Wyt hhessrrgucoreeti
ot her religion can claim anyt hi ngYolui kmee ntthiiosn.ed G
A 2

126 R28a {y26Ay3 F2NJ osmn)\}ﬁyhnucfftlf‘c ¥ 2 N

PiKS RSIR AybdSyOs GKS sl & %Szgzol?eééo ok k

We have seen how then Iai vpeOQ e
the disciples were changed \X}’J‘)?n \Mlp ‘ w ot
Jesus. Seeing Him risen fro odh nc?i\had aus
have no fear of death. They knew bhot tJheeS',ouIc
dgad just as tJesus had been ra|5f\ﬁhe hJ’-’t a.fdh's
Hi s resurrection and our own. One of atrhee Sgir 0t S
to allow you, the reader, to see aIeSUV\?hatY IdWIl!
l'y the same way the apostles saw HOI m,mebaunt byout HCf
very real sense nonetheless. The bpeoewneryooufrt hey rH

you to see Him in His Wordrqnd Saffaments.
from: The Reason | Bel\i%ie Al 1 en V\%udtStdo you thi
%& Bible?
Asking basic que
p obtain infor
2

9t9w, hbo IL{ zLebo{da b Poinin, "0,

ASK: Basi ¢ QuUEesSverisaQimpg going.
asic questionsescaskhepgpi nsa WaNyextthan}o'anstkh Ny f(
| earn about peapherblyhab-thre rator eSt'(

) ) 'Iah E}AQ#E Approach
taining infor matt i @lns a bmaiy Clarr'](gfLYSt @t ASK0 Mg ek

them. Asking quesrne omas caaai knt-o ynoclburapgselglgﬁ M%rk V
courage a personguestsiham ei moa eg olOAVSWWiyt nte®s Cc& ®artr e

about somet hing tthierygsh awpe and to continue the

ready spoken abowmdnversation. mberit o

But use &c aeaudad y ntaosr bt td ofindsoef asklnc*

come across as aquexnttieomrpgartdrt o o]
As al ways, cont etxtap st hehes keak @ ro.

asking good ima&si cBaguecs tgiucensst i ons usual lly focus

7



Lutheran Women in Mission

MI nutiéeOct ober 2024

2024 Of Arceesrisddendos Cindy Niebur and
Treasurer Susan Kral, Secretary

The meeting was pecalplreditteo darnt-e ange M9 saSyieldl ¥t hmeorve &
der on October 1l4siagmd oapemeddverti se.

with a paeesr deyntO»orrespondence: OfHe Baswde s$o
Ci ndy Ni ebur. Thecorrolels pcoanldle nioer d hiT®Nn mPat APer s3 dEm !
wa s ng ven member Cind Dawn,

d
swered NHItIeSW|Rt@@ajG'nnégyré:@ﬁ Isiee %‘V Jayne

I
|l ar gues a nd el l er was a s Ol’éd
The Bible s dySWQ§VWP§§é&@@dROSGF
n
ed

Deb Mayes Iv&:""orlyl e'vclﬁ'i‘tglaj"'ﬂsl e%tlon
e. Deb show guasthehred

i st mas q_uilt tfounbde uased f rah!el
ent ayctlon d”‘ore'gnugn O Uy, nﬁ) rsh

ebration.
embers recited firtLtWI\ALt ?lﬁgsau\é\/

- 2 25,
opies of the September meet -
g minutesys rae-d Ctornend st U reeers :
r were provi daefP.o pSaeTsadbnmirtetpeoer,t -S

[
er .
t he
t

mr—f

a
a
i
i

>3

ﬂ—o—m-gmoumgm-:mo

a

O<9J

" T o0 O, T
TTQ W TOOOTY (JOSO S DT

b
I

O350 DT S0

oo e
oSCO roD O

@]

@ = Um0 ST
T = o —0O0So— —-S
= p< CLOO  ToOTPE —

®
_..%

PO T O g aska g
O_q

~® Y Y OST-CoT O

=
® =

t $820. 00 wakr aNd |reecp cerdt
he | asagna fqmneds tr aOhsoio ®R@ulLa b dfFer our
Fi

t

— —~+ O

®oo-

y doll ar mwaPja uslean tr etpior t e@at fat Mi

King inshakhRa®zahk fipoodel «£wdilsec

se. ed to send to Besttob®noilcle.

1fKi tchen &Pimametedéhrivent f

Presidents ReportspBorgmadlonrepor:t more hats,

The Fall Rally afypuadatntd ciant aWar -Muelt Pebhel p fil
saw is October 29, _@aidhiteher & Pueelsst e dDvle Yay ae rwi ||

for giving will beomopptaay ®B8HoberPoXg 10 tehien jHuy r

ingathering&supporthéo| Hpitobe prOJeCchtOOflor Wi nd -

S Bb

t

v

c

mH
>
c 0
o
1
—_ N M M~ Q) ~ = —

e
r
Point. A list wa pviEdedt et . special thank

h[ﬁStcaaﬂf@mwnOmrerergery for cleanin
ifj@pmp{flns, dl es.

S (N

It ems eeded at
SOC|ety wi || pr o
sweetbreads and p
breakfast. N o report open, and we a
Our sodiaavtsy hlayw e (HIEMi n >pDdommj Pfaygerfully th
sent to t i i |t
tributed

0
r
[
he i
t o

The | asagn
ce

t

bepditeed i ng. PO_S
i ons aarree aCshrt'hSe%

g f orOudfregjactehy, g S|S|i
8Fi ng et TN vBe m- and

a6 Representat.i

N ™ M M (N

was a suc
ye@r event

(@ V2R D)
(7]
=
(9]



We di scussed

c hnNaenv@ eBsu stion eosusr: fA short discussi

Bi ble Study for q2@2%9i sWesWieldl cr eaab gt vtitsd tOhr i st
rotate the Biblewglddmebdtayeen tentative date v
a |l esson in the g Miwe@Reamtskled to wrhdhaywe, |iRlemsmber
'y, 1WMIust ard Sefegdr dnemori al gi ftBmerlyans Lpgmaant ed
votions led by Jayne Mabkeinandt her apmpad oGhrai st me
Bible study | ed BwmaPe¢lRlgMayses$ mpeacct froe a gift exche
fThere will be a twhRti Wotuh® Nahg ifnoronteche fl wruaheor
thex for items tegahetdangtewdndeowsCePresi dent Dawn
et Point. TA short discussi onr embmpuftort hseugge s

fThiHar vesdprTgkelcd Advent Season andbloarclpangdsxit-o
will be set up thatPbemdan ahfervemdrmnst icloymi magl aupdar
we return from the Balklemballywe w2025.fiWelliizkee t I
We agreed to givehteRe ihemhet Wovembter sdruksirequest
Community for Chhiests. meeting De bagviaryeesand upl i ft
fOur society will ppoeagyhde stalmd| es oden hfeorc ototkd er ol |
breakfast brunchphbarest we ¥Yetemgos nigt twad iddciahead t
Meeting on Sundayelihef0. the | asts aAgivae ndi rSreerv i mer

with hurricane r
wi | | cont act Thr

guire about the
Support Schediul mgyramthey hay
riocane relief.
Elder Altar Guild filt was mentionec
. nationpal LWML coc
Novembéeff EmRirggne Borgmann f rst Fywp Egnﬁ@lyds ne s
Dawn Hedberg | as t Wo aSUREBYSska. Tt
Decembearry TDiiadrke Borgmann f[lrstchwet Sunw@ay savai
Dawn Hedberg | as t wowhSuwdalysto util
Mi ni stRev. Gary Brandt portattion.
Organi Res. Gary Brandt, Diana| Schwab
We ended our mee
Usher s

AThe GoPdoayer .
l1st SuRdbgrt & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels

2nd SukBdaly Hartenstein, Jeff |& PAdulea Emer puasi nes
3rd Subdawe Borgmann, Rodney |Schsumaz |l group worke
4th Suddhf & Dawn Hedberg, Rulssédlolbeschgrzthe Win
5th SuRdhgrt Hansen, Ear | Hartenss'toélirﬁ),robgfsf'Hedb

Counters Respectfully subm

l1st Sudadéady & Dawn Hedberg Jayne Marie Trick
2nd Sudadédafy & Paul a Emery
3rd SuBdayt & Cindy Niebur/ Puldge McCIl oud

4t h SumMday & Deb Mayes
5th SuRddge McCl oud AI t ar Fl O\

You have the op)
sign up to provi
any occasion you
brate. The sign 1
ed on the creden:
t hex.




Upcoming Events 1 n Dec

Each week the L
host a soup supp
vent service.
f1Decembwehi tde el ¢
sal e
fDecembédomeEmmhade
cookie sale
fDecembar s18ent
of a quilt mad:¢
and a painting
Trick. Opportu
the quilt and
start in Noveml
A huge thank you
Jayne Marie for
silent auction
The suppers wil
p.m. with the Ad
follow at 6 p. m.

AN
i AN
-

0

Al | | adies of
to attend the an
Christmas party
December 14
of the churc
|l adies who p
bring a wrap
ornament ($5
your favorite
l unc Weo i | | ga
11:a3.0m.

—- 5 —




