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Christian Symbol

Burning Bush
In Exodus 3, God
22} speaks to Moses from a
= bush that is burning but
not consumed. When
Moses asks what he should say if
the Egyptians questions who sent
him to lead the Israelites out of
slavery, God states, “I AM
WHO I AM.” Centuries later,
when people wonder who Jesus
1S, his answers hint at his divini-
ty: “I AM the light of the world;
I AM the good shepherd; I AM
the bread of life” and, perhaps
most profoundly, “Before Abra-
ham was, I AM” (John 8:58). On
Pentecost, God’s Holy Spirit
comes upon the apostles as fire.
Thus the burning bush is a pow-
erful symbol of God’s presence
echoed through time.
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You’re No Angel:
Things Angels are Not

ncore Post: Beautiful young women in long, flowing white

gowns, with big, downy wings, with a glowing, gold halo. A

chubby, winged baby. The spirits of deceased Christians, also
bearing wings and a halo, carrying a harp, are floating on clouds. Images
like these fill our pictures, movies, TV shows, and songs. Yet none of
these are real, nor do they share much in common with God’s Holy An-
gels. They are very different creatures and are not mild, gentle beings.
They are God’s Heavenly Army, powerful and, when they appear, com-
mand respect.

First of all, angels are not people. They are spirits created by God to
serve him (Hebrews 1). Christians do not become angels when they
die. Our spirits are unnaturally separated from our bodies at death —
bodies which decay. But we do not remain in that state. On the last day,
God will raise our bodies from the dead and reunite our spirits with
them.

Angels are powerful beings, sometimes
tasked with battling Satan and his demons
(these are fallen angelic creatures). They
guard us, plead for us before the throne of
God, and stand in his eternal presence.
When they appear to people, they so often Sy
inspire fear that almost always their first ﬂ‘ﬂ
words to humans are “fear not.” Some of s s
God’s people are even tempted when they
appear to fall down in worship. Scripture even poetically refers to them
as gods.

Unlike the popular TV series and movies, angels are not like humans
with flaws, prone to temptation and sin. Good angels are now eternally
sinless, having been tested by Lucifer’s rebellion. They have a perfect
knowledge of God. While they always take the form of a male human
when they appear to humans, they never marry. They also are not young,
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having existed since before the fall of Adam and Eve, nor are they ever
female. The scriptures do not mention halos (these are put into medieval
art to draw eyes to images of holy people and beings, especially in
stained glass) and only describe angels with wings when referring to
seraphim and cherubim.

Most importantly, they ministered to Jesus during his earthly ministry.
Angels are used by God to draw us to Jesus. On our last day and the last
day, they will escort us to the throne of God, where we will live with
God forever. So we thank God for the ministry of Angels and sing with
them his praises, both here on earth and forever.

Rev. Robert E. Smith, Pastor Emeritus
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Clean Up Continues

Clean up continues on the church grounds after the July 4th storm. A
huge thank you to Pat Callahan, Brett Nieber, Brock Kliewer, Jeff Em-
ery, and Chuck Kral. Our trees were in need of a good trim prior to
winter snow and ice. Photos submitted by Dawn Hedberg and Peggy
Callahan.

Hospitalized?

If you or a loved one is hos-
pitalized, have experienced a
death in the family, are home
bound, or scheduled to go to
the hospital, please contact
Pastor Brandt (580-421-8108).
Please keep in mind that pri-
vacy laws also limit the infor-
mation hospitals can share
with us. Pastor Brandt is
available for any emergency,
or any issue you and your
loved ones might be having.

Our Elders: Jeff Hedberg
(573-819-4446), Jeff Emery
(816-745-0229) and Larry
Trick (573-286-4423) will as-
sist the pastor to follow up
on any issue, not just hospi-
talization for you, a loved
one or a death in the family.



September Devotion

One-Way Street

(Jesus said) “Blessed are you when

others revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you

fter the president decid-
ed to come out in favor
of gay marriage, Mon-

signor Gerard O’Connor thought
he ought to respond.

He had a sign put up on the
church bulletin board of his par-
ish, St. Francis Xavier of Acush-
net, Massachusetts. The sign
read: “Two men are friends, not
spouses.”

When I read the sign, |
thought it was tasteful and didn’t
push the bounds of freedom of
speech or freedom of religion.

At least that’s how I saw it.

Apparently, [ was wrong. In a
short time ...

* sign-carrying members of
the homosexual community
began to picket the church;

» somebody put up a placard
near his. This new sign read
“Spread love, not hate”;

* some people called the par-
ish phone and threatened
physical violence;

* one person called and prom-
ised to burn the church
down.

Shocked by the intensity of the
response against his bulletin
board, the monsignor said, “We
understand people disagree with
us, but we do it out of love. We
never said we hate anybody.”

Yes, the monsignor was
shocked. He probably shouldn’t
have been.

The Lord Jesus told us such
things would happen to those
who follow Him. It so happens
we live in an age where Chris-
tians are supposed to be under-
standing, open and supportive of
every idea that comes down the
pike. That’s every idea — no
matter how cockamamie that idea

1S.
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If he doesn’t, he’s narrow-
minded, prejudiced and opinion-
ated.

On the other hand, when a
Christian stands up for what he
believes, for what is contained in
Scripture, he’s being pushy. As
the monsignor found out, no-
body has to be understanding,
open and supportive of a Chris-
tian. That’s because, quite often,
open-mindedness is a one-way
street.

All of this leaves each of us
with a choice. We can bend,
fold, spindle and mutilate the
Gospel, so it seems to accept all
which the world suggests, or we
can stand up for what we believe
is true. We can run the risk of
being unpopular and threatened
with physical harm.

It sounds like a no-brainer,
and it is until people start picket-
ing and phone-callers threaten to
burn down your buildings.
That’s when Christians start to
wonder if there wasn’t another
way.

To help them all stand firm,
I’d like you to join me and pray
for all those who are standing up
for the Savior who gave His life,
so we might have eternal life.

(continued on page 4)



(continued from page 3)

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord,
these are troublesome times.
Your Name and Your work of
saving us has been devalued.
This is why we ask the Holy
Spirit to give us the strength to
stand for what we know is true.
Further, may we be given the
words to bear witness to all You
have done for the fallen children
of men. In Your Name. Amen.

Pastor Ken Klaus, (1948-2023) for-
mer speaker of The Lutheran
Hour®, June 4, 2012

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS
Encourage through

the Head, Heart, or
Hands

Follow up and follow-through
are shaped by how a person
connects and communicates.

ike other elements of the

LASSIE approach to wit-
nessing, encouraging people is
most effective when we consider
how they primarily connect and
communicate. A HEAD person
often needs time to process infor-
mation or consider an invitation.
Such a person may feel pressured
by immediate follow-up or re-
spond in a negative way. Encour-
age them by giving them some
time to think through things and
then keep in touch to revisit pre-
vious conversations. You could
also share any news articles or
ideas you run across that are of
interest. A quick email saying, “I
saw this an thought it might be of
interest to you.” Is an effective
way of encouraging a head per-
son (but not so with a heart or
hands person!).

Semi-Retired

For many years now Diana
Schwab has been enhancing the
worship services at Peace by shar-
ing her musical talents at the organ
keyboard. On August 2 the congre-
gation honored her for her service,
dedication and talent. A loving
congregation thanks you and looks
forward to hearing you play in the
future.

She was a former teacher of mu-
sic at Concordia Lutheran Junior
College, Concordia, MO. Photos
submitted by Jeff Hedberg and
Cindy Niebur.

Heart people need to be nur-
tured and assured. If you let too
much time pass between con-
tacts, they might think you don’t
care about them. It’s better to
send them a cheery short note,
email, or text until you have
something meaty to share. Listen
and ask to gauge the frequency
you should make contact. On one
hand, you don’t want them to
feel neglected, but on the other,
you don’t want to come across as
a “stalker for Jesus.” They will
be encouraged knowing you are
thinking of them and that you are
praying for them.
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The best way to encourage a
hands person is to share how the
work he has done is having an
impact on people’s lives. Sharing
media posts, sending pictures, or
providing thank-you cards from
people who have been served are
all good ways to provide encour-
agement. Also, keep in contact to
let them know about new oppor-

tunities to serve.
by Mark Wood director of LCMS Wit-
ness & Outreach Ministry
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News

LWML Meeting August 10, 2026

2026 Officers: President Dawn Hedberg, Vice-President Cindy Niebur,
Treasurer Susan Kral, Secretary Jayne Marie Trick

e opened the meeting
with prayer. Roll call
word for the month

of August was “everlasting”.
Nine members were in attend-
ance. The secretary’s July meet-
ing minutes were briefly exam-
ined. Treasurer Susan Kral read
and discussed the July treasur-
er’s report. Collection was taken
for Mites, Rally and General
Fund.

President’s Report:
o The September 26 yard sale

details were discussed.
Members voted to give the
proceeded from the yard sale
to Ethan Hutton’s mission in
Costa Rica and Community
for Christ in Sunrise Beach.

e A reminder that the Fall Ral-
ly is October 20th at Trinity
in Cole Camp.

Vice President’s Report:
» We considered possibly

forming a “Fellowship Com-
mittee”.

o Members were asked to look
at our mission projects for
the year.

o We discussed an outing to
Handel Haus in Cole Camp.
VP Cindy will contact Han-
del Haus for details.

Correspondence: A thank
you card was received from
Swaddling Clothes for our dona-
tions.

The Mites Reading: “Don’t
Doubt the Devil”, read by VP
Cindy

Committee Reports:
Pop Tabs: No report.

Best Choice Labels: No report.
Kitchen Committee: A new
kitchen stepladder was received
and placed in the basement clos-
et. We have a new ice maker to
utilize. The upper surface of the
kitchen cabinets is scheduled to
be cleaned.

Stamps Committee: No report.
Photography: No report.
Visitor Bag Committee: No
report.

New Business:
e Members discussed the pos-

sibility of having a craft
night with hors d’oeuvres in
the evening hours.

e Members discussed details
for the upcoming New Mem
ber Brunch.

Bible Study: Bible study was
titled, “In Him is Everlasting
Life”. The study was taken in
part from an April 2026 article in

the Lutheran Witness magazine
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written by Rev. Dr. Charles A.
Gieschen, Professor at Concor-
dia Seminary in Fort Wayne In-
diana.

We closed the meeting with the
Lord’s Prayer.

After the Meeting: We had
fun crafting with Paula as our
guide! We made whimsical
spoon figures and wrapped them
with Tootsie-Roll Pops!

Swaddling
Clothes Drive

We continue to collect items
for Swaddling Clothes. Place
the items in the box located in
the narthex.

In August we collected
$50.65 in pocket change
for Mites. Thank you for
your continued support of
this ongoing project. Your
change can be brought
anytime and placed in the
LWML box in the back of
the church.




Potluck

On Sunday, September 13 all
members are encouraged and
invited to join Peace elders in
welcoming those new members
that have joined our church in
the last couple of years. Imme-
diately following the service
there will be a potluck meal in
the fellowship hall. Each family
is asked to bring a dish to share.
Please try to join us for a time
of fellowship and to get to know
our new members a little better.
There is a signup sheet in the
narthex to help us better plan.
Hope to see everyone there.

YARD SALE

September 26

8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hold on to those treasures you
know longer want and donate
them to the church to be sold at a
congregation wide yard sale.
There are several ways you can
donate items for LWML to sell
with the proceeds going to mis-
sions or for $20 you can have
your own table and sell items
yourself. Rain date Oct. 3

Remifider

Fall Rally
Next Month

Bless Our Lipsg=>
Tues., Oct. 20, 2026

Trinity of Cole Camp

May the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O Lord, my
rock and my Redeemer.

Psalm 19:14

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The Lord’s Servants

*Elders - First Sunday of Each Month

Chairman: Jeff Hedberg, Jeff Emery, Larry Trick

Council - 2nd Tuesday of Each Month 6:30 p. m.

Sunday Worship*
Bible Class/Sunday School

Worship Schedule

9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Services at 6 p.m.

*Ash Wednesday

*President: Brock Kliewer (two year term)
*Vice President: Noah Estes (two year term)
*Secretary: Susan Kral (two year term)
*Financial Secretary: Brett Niebur
*Treasurer: Peggy Callahan (two year term)
*Stewardship: Dawn Hedberg

*Evangelism: Paula Emery

*Education: Vacant

*Organists: Reyne Hartkemeyer, Diana Schwab

*Trustees: Kyle Wright, Rodney Schulz,
Pat Callahan, Chuck Kral

LWML - 2nd Monday of each month
*President: Dawn Hedberg
Altar Guild: Dawn Hedberg

Bible Studies as announced
*Elected Officers

9:00 a.m.

*Lent Services
*Advent Services

Holy Week Services at 6 p.m.
*Maundy Thursday*
*Good Friday

Easter Sunday* at 9 a.m.

Thanksgiving Eve at 6 p.m.
Wednesday Evening

Christmas Eve at 6 p.m.
*Holy Communion

Faith and works are like the
light and heat of a candle;
they cannot be separated.

—Joseph Beaumont €\
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thing is in full swing again:

back to school and back to
church attendance after vacations
and weekends away. And since
everything is back into full
swing, it’s a perfect time to get
back to basics, back to the foun-
dation.

At the end of the first of his
chapters on the virtue of faith in
Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis
provides a helpful reminder, by
way of analogy, for the founda-
tion of stewardship. He wrote:

Every faculty you have, your

power of thinking or of mov-

ing your limbs from moment
to moment, is given you by

God. If you devoted every mo-

ment of your whole life exclu-

sively to His service, you

I t’s September, and every-

could not give Him anything
that was not in a sense His
own already. So then, when
we talk of a man doing any-
thing for God or giving any-
thing to God, I will tell you
what it is really like. It is like
a small child going to its fa-
ther and saying, “Daddy, give
me six pence to buy you a
birthday present.” Of course,
the father does, and he is
pleased with the child’s pre-
sent. It is all very nice and
proper, but only an idiot
would think that the father is

would think that the father is

six-pence to the good on the

transaction. When a man has
made these two discoveries

God can really get to work. It

is after this that real life be-

gins. (128—129).

This is the first thing we are
given to confess about steward-
ship, and it has to do with own-
ership. God owns everything,
and we are simply managers —
stewards — acting on His be-
half. This is true not only of all
that we have in this life
(Deuteronomy 8:17—18), but al-
so all that we are 1n this life (1
Corinthians 6:20).

The rest flows from here.
Since we are stewards, or man-
agers, of what belongs to God,
entrusted to make use of it ac-
cording to His will, there is an
expectation of responsibility and
accountability.

For the Lord said, “Everyone
to whom much was given, of
him much will be required, and
from him to whom they entrust-
ed much, they will demand the
more” (Luke 12:48b).

And from this comes blessing
and reward: “Well done, good
and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a little; I will
set you over much. Enter into
the joy of your mas-
ter” (Matthew 25:21).
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We have everything we need
to support this body and life
from our God’s fatherly divine
goodness and mercy, without
any merit or worthiness in us.
We have everything we need for
our spiritual life also from His
merciful hands.

On account of the sacrifice of
His Son, our Lord Jesus,
through the preaching of the
gospel and the administration of
the sacraments, we have the for-
giveness of sins, eternal life,
and everlasting salvation deliv-
ered to us with absolute certain-
ty that it is ours — not as stew-
ards but as sons (Gal. 4:1-7).

Let us then, as His own sons,
press all that He gives to us into
the service of His church and to
His glory.

Bible Quiz

After his resurrection, Je-
sus asked one of his disciples
the same question three times:
“Do you love me?” The disci-
ple felt hurt, wondering why
Jesus kept asking. Who was
this disciple?

A. James
B. John
C. Philip
D. (Simon) Peter
(£LT:TZ uyor @ :Jamsuy)




Council Meeting August 11, 2026

Vice President Noah Estes called the meeting to
order at 6:30 P.M. Pastor Brandt opened with prayer.

The following board members were present: Pas-
tor Gary Brandt, President Brock Kliewer, Vice
President Noah Estes, Treasurer Peg Callahan, Sec-
retary Susan Kral, Elder Jeff Hedberg, Evangelism
Paula Emery, Stewardship Dawn Hedberg, Trustee
Chuck Kral, Cemetery Diane Borgmann and
Church Member Pat Callahan; Absent: Financial
Secretary Brett Niebur

The minutes from the July 14, 2026 meeting were
approved as printed.

Financial Secretary: Brett written report stated the
following:

e Giving is $2800.00 ahead of last year.

e Donations of $2449.00 were made to the kitchen
fund. The total cost of two new stoves and an ice
maker was $2210.00 leaving a balance of
$234.00 in the kitchen fund.

The report was accepted and approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Peg reported the following:
o All bills are paid.
The report was accepted and approved.

Board of Elders: Jeff Hedberg reported the follow-
ing:

e The elders met on August 2, 2026. Pastor Brandt,
Jeff Emery, Jeff Hedberg, and Larry Trick were
present.

« Pastor Brandt presented information regarding a
request from the Missouri District to provide fi-
nancial support to the program “Tomorrow’s
Teachers and Pastors.” Jeff Hedberg recommend-
ed that Peace send $100.00 to that fund. Council
approved the expenditure.

o Pastor Brandt mentioned that the pastor from
Hope Lutheran Church has received a call from a
church in Louisiana. He will decide soon.

o Jeff Hedberg suggested that a request be made to
the council to consider making the Ethan Hutton
group in Costa Rica a recipient of next year’s
mission support.

Serving in God’s House

Elder Altar Guild
January Jeff Hedberg Dawn Hedberg
February Jeff Emery Paula Emery
March Larry Trick
April Jeff Hedberg Dawn Hedberg
May Jeff Emery Paula Emery
June Larry Trick Carol Croft
July Jeff Hedberg Dawn Hedberg
August Jeff Emery Paula Emery
September Larry Trick Diane Borgmann
October Jeff Hedberg Cindy Niebur
November Jeff Emery Paula Emery
December Larry Trick Dawn Hedberg
Minister Rev. Gary Brandt
Organists Reyne Hartemeyer and Diana Schwab

Ushers
Ist Sunday Bob & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels
2nd Sunday  Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery
3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz
4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russ Schulz
5th Sunday Bob Hansen, Earl Hartenstein,
Jeff Hedberg
Counters

Ist Sunday Jeff and Dawn Hedberg
2nd Sunday  Jeff and Paul Emery
3rd Sunday Brett and Cindy Niebur
4th Sunday Matt and Deb Mayes
Sth Sunday Pudge Springer
Substitute: Cindy Kaminski

1/2026

o Jeff Emery stated that Mr. Hutton will send re-
ports of their mission work and income which
will encourage congregation members to donate
individually if desired.

Jeff’s report was accepted and approved.

Trustees: Chuck and Pat reported the following:
o Mowing has continued.
e Pat, Jeff Emery, Brock and Brett cleaned up the
branches that were trimmed.
The report was accepted and approved.

Evangelism: Paula reported the following:
« Fifty-four people attended the Life Line Screen-
ing on July 28" We’ll continue to host one



screening per year. We will continue to sponsor a
display at the Enchanted Village of Lights. The
cost will be approximately $200.00.

o Paula will prepare invitations to give to new
members inviting them to the new member
brunch on September 13. There were five new
members in 2025 and two new members so far
this year. A sign-up sheet will be provided for
members to bring food.

e Paula will post yard sale information in Lake Ar-
ea Happenings, Lake Sun Newspaper Camdenton
and West Lake chambers websites, and KMRS
Radio. She will ask Pudge to add flyers to Sunday
bulletins to encourage congregation involvement.

 Paula would like to see our church website updat-
ed. She will meet with Sheryl Bald.

Paula’s report was accepted and approved.

Stewardship: Dawn reported the following:

« Several possibilities were presented for mission
outreach. These include Christ the King’s shoe-
box project, Lutheran World Relief, and Concor-
dia Seminary.

e Dawn would like congregation input regarding
mission projects for 2027.

Dawn’s report was accepted and approved.

Member at Large: Vacant

Cemetery: Diane reported the following:
e Rodney Schulz applied weed killer in the rocks
west of our parking lot.
o A new Thrivent card is needed. Pastor Brandt will
apply for one.
 Thank you to all who mowed and cleaned up
trimmed branches.
Diane’s report was accepted and approved.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Brandt reported the follow-
ing:

« Pastor regrets missing the ice cream social. He
and Linda enjoyed a trip. They saw the passion
play in Eureka Springs, AR. They enjoyed a 200-
mile drive through the Boston Mountains.

« Pastor provided updates on local pastor positions.
Pastor Kris Morris has accepted a call to Immanu-
el Lutheran in Honey Creek, MO. Pastor Guil-

Williams of Hope Lutheran in Osage Beach has
received a call from his home congregation in
Louisiana. Pastor Trey Dille has been called by
Christ the King and will decide by August 23.
There is a pastor serving as a part-time chaplain
at a Jefferson City hospital who is interested in
serving a congregation. Last week Pastor re-
ceived a phone call from a pastor who would
like a congregation closer to his home. He will
meet with both pastors in September. Both Pas-
tor Brandt and Pastor Ron Lehenbauer are opti-
mistic about the future for these congregations.

e Pastor reminded us that as he often says, “God
has a plan.”

Pastor’s report was accepted and approved.

President’s Reports

Old Business:
Peg has taught Rebecca Epperson how to use the

CD player to play hymns when no organist is avail-
able.

New Business

There was a discussion regarding the acquiring of
outside help to set up the garage sale tables and
items.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 P.M. Pastor
led the closing with The Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Susan Kral, Secretary




Lord's Prayer

1

10

1

14

15

16

Across

1. To hand over

2. Creator of heaven
and earth

5. Food made of flour,
water, and yeast

6. The planet we live
on

11. The desire to do
something wrong

12. A period of 24
hours

14. A person’s
identification

15. To show mercy
16. The spiritual
domain

Down

3. The home of God
and the angels
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4. To enter someplace
without permission

7. To honor as holy

8. Word said at the
end of a prayer

9. Very bad

10. To do something
every day

13. To offer something
to another person
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2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Mike and Jan Rhonda DeGeal
Loman

6 Worship 9 am
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.

Tim Kaminski

Elder’s Mtg.
Mites Collection
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Noah & Anna
Estes

8

Council Mtg.
6:30 p.m.

10

13

Worship 9 am
Potluck
Dinner to
follow

14
LWML Mtg
9 am.
Roll call word
strength

15

16

Jan Loman

17

Matt Walz

19

20

Worship 9 am
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.

Bob Owens

21

Newsletter
Deadline
9 a.m.

22

@'st Day
of
Autumn

Jan Smallen

23

24

Vicki Lamb

25

26
Yard Sale
8 a.m. to
2 p.m.

27

Worship 9 am
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.
Rodney Schulz

28

29

Bob & Diane
Borgmann

30
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