
 

 

Olive Branch 

The Olive Branch is 

a symbol of peace, 
harmony and heal-
ing. Olive trees pro-

vide shelter, as well as oil used 
for ointment and consecration. 
The Olive Branch also represents 

deliverance from hardships and 
anxiety because a dove brought 
an olive leaf back to Noahôs ark 

after the flood ended (Genesis 
8:11). 

Cross Crosslet  

This cross is formed 

of four smaller Latin 
crosses joined at their 

overlapping bases. The cross as a 

whole represents the spreading of 
the gospel to the four corners of 
the earth. This cross is often used 

in connection with missions. 
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Christian Symbols  

The Wisemen, the Star  
and the Gifts 

9ƴŎƻǊŜ tƻǎǘΥ At Christmas time, we see them everywhere. The cr¯ch-

esï Nativity scenesï appear on lawns, in malls, under Christmas trees 

and especially in our churches. They are not only great decorations, but 

they are ways to tell the Christmas story to those who cannot read. In 

virtually all of them are three figures bearing gifts. They stand next to 

camels. Often they look like 

kings from the Middle Ages of 

Europe. 

Yet these figures were not yet 

there on the night Jesus was born. 

Nor were they kings. They were 

scholars from Persia or Babylon, 

skilled in the study of the stars. 

No wonder the star got their at-

tention. No one knows what the 

star was, but it appeared two 

years before they got to Bethle-

hem. They are in the stable be-

cause the Christian Church in the 

West celebrates their arrival on 

the 12th night after Christmas. It 

makes it easier to explain what is 

happening on both holidays. You can read their story in Matthew 2. 

The day that follows is called Epiphany ð appearance. It is the first 

day of the season of Epiphany, when the Church celebrates the ways 

Jesus revealed himself through his ministry in ancient Galilee and Ju-

dea. The church cherishes the Wisemen because they were the first Gen-

tiles to worship Jesus. 

The child Jesus did not remain small, however. Like every one of us 

he grew up, learned his lessons, worked with his father and brothers as a 

craftsman. Both God and his community were very pleased. Yet this is 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=ESV
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Church Office 
Schedule 

Church office hours are Tues-

day, Wednesday, Thursday 

from 8 a.m. to noon. Phone 

number is 573-836-8141. Pudge 

McCloud, Secretary 

4 Penny Hansen 
13 Dale & Gayle Montague 

16 Ron Meyer 
17 Brett & Cindy Niebur 
24 Rory Rathje 

26 Earl Hartenstein 
30 Jeff Emery 

ƝÍŔĭƣĭ úƣĭ ŀúƣğ ŀúƣ ČĭƸŖ
Ƹĭƣ ƸŔŗůŋƨ úŔĭúģ ƸŔúů 

úůǕ Ǔĭ Ţĭúǒĭ ČĭŔŗůģƓƞ 
Ĺ9ƓÅƓ qĭǓŗƨ 

Church Etiquette 
¶ Come. Never miss church  unless it is absolutely necessary. 

George Washingtonõs pastor said of him, òNo company ever 

kept him from church.ó 

¶ Come early.  Rushing into church the last minute is not condu-

cive to true worship.  

¶ Come with your whole family.  òThe church service is not a con-

vention that a family should merely send a delegate.ó 

¶ Take a place toward the front of church.  Leave the rear seats 

for those who may come late, and for backsliders, and moth-

ers with children.  

¶ Be Devout.  The church is not a theater or place of amusement. 

You come to worship God, not to whisper, lounge or sleep. 

Godõs house deserves our very utmost reverence. 

¶ Help strangers to find and follow the service.  If they have no 

book, share yours with them. Sing! Join in the worship! Donõt 

just sit!  

¶ Always ð remember that strangers are the guests  of the church 

members. Treat them with the same courtesy as you would if 

they should visit in your home.  

¶ Give a good offering to God.  God  

loveth a cheerful giver. Freely ye  

have received. 

¶ Never rush for the door  after  

benediction as though the  

church was on fire. Speak  

and be spoken to. Be congenial.  

¶ Never stay away from church because the church is not perfect.  

How lonesome you would feel in a perfect church.  

Author Unknown  

but the first way that Jesus earned our salvation. This season, watch for 

the other ways Jesus and his Heavenly Father reveal the rest of the sto-

ry. 

Rev. Robert E. Smith 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 
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Hospitalized?  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ Ƙƻǎπ

ǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ 

ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ 

ōƻǳƴŘΣ ƻǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΣ  ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊŀƴŘǘ όрул-пнм-умлуύΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛπ

ǾŀŎȅ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

Ƴŀǝƻƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ .ǊŀƴŘǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭπ

ŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ƻǊ 

ŀƴȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ 

ƻƴŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎΦ  

hǳǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΥ WŜũ IŜŘōŜǊƎ 

όрто-умф-пппсύΣ WŜũ 9ƳŜǊȅ 

όумс-тпр-лннфύ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ ¢ǊƛŎƪ 

όрто-нус-ппноύ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƛǎπ

ǎǳŜΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǝƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŀ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŀ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

Support Schedules 2025 
 Elder Altar Guild    

Information was not available at the time of printing. 

 

Minister Rev. Gary Brandt 

Organists Rev. Gary Brandt, Diana Schwab 

Ushers 
1st Sunday Robert & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels 

2nd Sunday Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz 

4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russell Schulz 

5th Sunday Robert Hansen, Earl Hartenstein, Jeff Hedberg 

Counters 
1st Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 

2nd Sunday Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur/Pudge McCloud 

Reminder 
The LWML will not conduct 

their business meeting in the 

months of January and February. 

If you donôt have a calendar 

schedule booklet for 2025, and 

would like one, please contact 

an LWML member. 

We collected $13.02 for our 

monthly pocket change for 

Mites gathering! Thank you! 

 
 

Thank You! 
We thank Pudge, Don, Pastor Brandt and Diane (not pictured) for all 

they do for Peace throughout the year. Photos submitted by Peg Calla-

han 
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THE  YEAR  IN  REVIEW 

January  
The 2024 officers were installed. The library win-

dow was replaced by Andersen Windows for 

$5,000. Larry Trick replaced Earl Hartenstein as 

elder. We thank Earl for his many years of faithful 

service. The January council meeting was cancelled 

twice due to the weather. Repairs and updates are 

needed for the fire and security system. Two trees 

were cut down for a cost of $400. 

February  
Due to the rising cost of trash removal it was sug-

gested to cancel GFL. Tomôs Heating and Cooling 

made a holder for the furnace filter to prevent the 

filter being sucked into the blower motor. Ash 

Wednesday Service and Lenten Services were held. 

Pastor Lehenbauer conducted services on Feb. 4 

while Pastor Brandt was on vacation. Pat Callahan 

cleaned up the brush that was left by the bushes 

when they were taken out in front of the church.  

March  
Lenten Services, Holy Week and Easter services 

were held. Gravel was purchased to cover the areas 

where the bushes were removed along the front of 

the church. A new fee was negotiated with GFL at a 

cost of $15.29 instead of $72.68. Three organiza-

tions were selected to receive monetary donations 

for 2023: Kids Harbor, Medical Missions for Christ, 

and the Missouri Synod District Office. All Shores 

Electric repaired our exit and emergency signs. 

Council approved Eagle Securityôs bid to update our 

security and smoke alarm systems. On March 24, 

new members Rory and Amy Rathje were received 

by transfer. Christ the King agreed to provide pasto-

ral care when needed. A new microphone cable was 

purchased. 
 

April  
LWML plans a fundraiser in the fall to help pay for 

the costs of the drainage system and emergency sys-

tem. There will be an investigation into providing 

non-alcoholic wine for communion. Fertilizer was 

applied to certain areas of the cemetery. Southwest 

Electric will remove brush and spray on the church 

property this summer. 

May  
Eagle Security updated the smoke detectors. Jeff 

Emery talked to the council about emergency proce-

dures. A crew will be formed to work on the leak by 

the basement door. Jayne Marie and Cindy attended 

the West Chamber meet and greet. Eagle Security 

updated the smoke detectors. Our current emergency 

procedures were reviewed. Medical procedures were 

posted.  Emergency evacuation plans will be present-

ed to the congregation. Each member will receive a 

copy of the Active Shooter Guide. 

June  
We obtained free soap and hand sanitizer dispensers. 

LWML hosted an ice cream social for all members. 

A funeral service was held for Shelia Hartenstein. 

The bushes will be removed near the back door of 

the church. Eagle Security will install new smoke 

alarms in the sanctuary. Bids will be obtained for 

cleaning the narthex and sanctuary carpets, pew 

cushions and kneelers. Cemetery: Weed killer was 

sprayed where needed. Fallen branches and leaves 

were hauled away.  

July  
Life Line screening was held. Most of the bushes 

have been removed from around the church. We re-

ceived new members Judith Owens and son Robert 

Owens. Potluck meals will be held for those months 



 

 

that have a fifth Sunday. A tree was cut up that fell 

near the garage. Pat installed new gutter drains near 

the back door. Larry Trick built a display table for 

the LWML that was placed in the narthex. Dona-

tions to Heitôs Point totaled $200. An emergency 

operating plan was presented to the votersô at the 

July 21 votersô meeting. Ethan Hutton was not able 

to lead the July 7 service due to illness. 

August  
An LWML outing to Cole Camp. The 1993 John 

Deere tractor and attachments were sold. Ashley 

Carpet Cleaning was awarded the bid for cleaning 

the carpet, pew cushions and kneelers. Pastor Morris 

will lead services for September 29, October 6 and 

November 17. New sprinklers were purchased for 

the cemetery.  

September  
A security bar was installed on the sanctuary door. 

Pastor Brandt plans to retire in two years. There are 

candidates for most of the positions for the October 

election. Our CD was renewed. Best Pest Control 

applied insect repellent. The oldest furnace was 

checked by Tomôs Heating and Air Service. Diane 

would like to get bids for an underground watering 

system in the cemetery. We received new member 

Candi Tostenrud. 

October   
LWML Fall Rally was held at Faith, Warsaw. 

LWML Italian Dinner fundraiser was held. An air 

conditioner compressor was ordered for one of the 

air conditioning units. A timer for the watering sys-

tem was purchased for the cemetery. Church officers 

were elected. Thank you, to all the members that 

held an office throughout the year(s) and those that 

came forward to hold an office. New officers are  

¶ President: Brock Kliewer, two-year term;  

¶ Vice President: Noah Estes, fill the vacancy for 

one year;  

¶ Secretary: Susan Kral, two-year term 

¶ Treasurer: Peggy Callahan, two-year term  

¶ Elder: Jeff Emery was elected to a three-year 

term;  

¶ Board of Trustees: Kyle Wright was elected to 

a three-year term;  

¶ Director of Evangelism: Cindy Kaminski 

agreed to accept the position of Director of 

Evangelism finishing Russellôs term. 

November  
Thanksgiving Eve service was held. The church was 

decorated for Christmas. The baptism of Bryar Ann 

Methvin the daughter of Hannah Carlson and Ghun-

ner Methvin was held. A security bar and an extra 

lock pin was placed on the sanctuary door. Tomôs 

Heating and Air installed a new compressor on one 

of the downstairs furnaces. A new pipe was installed 

to replace a leak in the watering system of the ceme-

tery. A No Trespassing sign will be installed at the 

cemetery. The church carpets, pew pads, and kneel-

ers were cleaned by Ashley Carpet Cleaning. 

December  
Advent Services were held. Soup supper, Holiday 

Gift Shoppe, cookie sale and a silent auction were 

held before each of the Advent services. Christmas 

Eve Service was held. LWML Christmas party was 

held. We thank Russell Schulz for serving six years 

as evangelism chair. A new compressor was installed 

on one of the furnaces. The mailbox will be replaced 

do to leaking rainwater.  
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    Upcoming Voters  
               Meeting  
Mark your calendar for the up- 

coming Voters Meeting scheduled  

for January 19. Watch the bulletin  

for more information. 



 

 

sċŰƨċƖǃШ?ĲƻŸƣŔŸŰ 

S 
o, do you remember where 

you were and what you 

did last Epiphany? You 

really donôt have to answer that 

question. Iôm impressed any-

time someone from the western 

branch of the Christian Church 

remembers Epiphany is the day 

to celebrate the coming of the 

Wise Men to worship the baby 

Jesus.  

If anyone remembers the day 

and what he or she was doing, 

well, thatôs a bonus. On the oth-

er hand, if you are a member of 

the Russian Orthodox Church 

and live in Moscow or just 

about any city in that immense 

land, I would be surprised if you 

didnôt remember what you did 

last Epiphany. 

²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǝȊŜŘΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
ƻŦ DƻŘ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ƻƴ IƛƳΤ ŀƴŘ ōŜπ
ƘƻƭŘΣ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ {ƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ 
L ŀƳ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΦέ aŀǧƘŜǿ оΥмс-мтΦ  

Why the difference? 
In the Russian Orthodox 

Church, Epiphany marks the 

baptism of the Savior. In many 

places it is celebrated by the 

local church by cutting a very 

large cross-shaped hole into the 

ice of a local river. When that is 

done, many of the believers 

from the church jump into the 

water as a remembrance of Je-

susô work and their baptisms. 

This year that meant people 

jumped into the river when it 

was about 13 degrees below 

zero outside (Fahrenheit). One 

man, his hair frozen into mini-

icicles, said, ñAfter the Epipha-

ny dive, all your illnesses, all 

your problems just fade away.ò  

Now if youôre thinking that 

custom is a bit strange, you wonôt 

get any argument from me. And 

if youôre thinking thatôs the kind 

of custom that is probably dying 

off, well, youôd be absolutely 

wrong. More and more people -- 

young people -- are participating 

in the ceremony. There are proba-

bly all kinds of reasons why they 

would do such a thing, but more 

than one has said this: ñJesus suf-

fered for me and His baptism was 

the beginning of that suffering. I 

suffer for a moment to remember 

how His suffering, His death, and 

His resurrection have taken away 

my sins.ò If thatôs what they be-

lieve, thatôs wonderful! Iôll join 

them! 

In the belief, it is not, the river. 

Let Us Pray: Dear Lord Jesus, I 
give thanks for all You did for 

my salvation. Help me. Help me 

remember and share with others 

the love and sacrifice You made 

so my sins might be washed 

away. In Your Name, I ask it. 

Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant and 

yours,  

Pastor Ken Klaus Speaker emeri-

tus of The Lutheran HourÈ   
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Members in Action  
Thank you to all the members who came to decorate the inside and outside of the church for the Christmas 

season on Saturday, December 30. Photos submitted by Pudge McCloud. 

! ǿƛŘŜ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǘŀōƭŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
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! little boy in church for the first time watched 

as the ushers passed the 

offering plates. When they 

came near his pew, the 

boy said loudly, ñDonôt pay 

for me, Daddy, Iôm under 

five.ò 

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 

Ask: Challenge Questions 
(Ask Questions that Target World Views and Beliefs)  

C hallenge questions take the conversation deeper by prompting a person to explain his worldview or religious beliefs. Questions 

of this nature are likely to shut down a person if they are asked 

too soon in a relationship or conversation and can quickly end it.  

Asking in a way that belittles or attacking a point of view can also 

end the conversation. Still asking such questions in an honest and sin-

cere way can be effective in getting a person to examine and reflect on 

her beliefs. Such ques-

tions are driven by con-

text that may come 

from the conversation 

such as world events or 

something going on in 

the personôs life. They 

may also come from the 

personôs answers to 

basic or exploratory 

questions as discussed 

in a previous column, or may just come up in the conversation.  

When asking challenging questions, make sure to use open-ended 

questions such as ñWhat iféò ñWhy do you believe that?ò  ñHow would 

you respond toéò ñHow would you answeréò and so forth, to encour-

age the person to go beyond the standard answer.   

Keep in mind that these questions are to keep the conversation going 

so donôt be afraid to ask questions to which you do not know the answer. 

Not knowing the answer may actually help one to listen more effective-

ly. Even so, donôt assume you know the answer theyôre about to give. 

Listen to their answer.  

Sometimes people donôt understand the worldviews and religions 

they adhere to. Whether it lines up with ñofficial teachingò or not will 

provide important insights.  

Next month we move on to the third letter of the LASSIE approach to 
witnessing for Jesus: S (SEEK) 

by Mark Wood Director 
LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry 
The LASSIE Approach To Witnessing 
(Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, Encourage)  

Be of Good 
Cheer 

Near the end of every January, 

stories circulate about ñBlue 

Monday,ò supposedly the yearôs 

most depressing day. Factors 

include broken New Yearôs res-

olutions, Christmas debts and 

cold weather. But this phenom-

enon actually originated as a PR 

gimmick. U.K. marketers in-

vented Blue Monday as ñthe 

best day to book a summer holi-

day,ò and a psychologist they 

enlisted to help later admitted 

the saddest-seeming day be-

came a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

January may lack the excite-

ment of December, but it 

doesnôt have to be a letdown. 

Christmas is over, but Jesus is-

nôt! No matter the season of the 

year or our season of life, Chris-

tians always have reason for 

joy: Godôs promises of for-

giveness and eternal victory. As 

Jesus says in John 16:33, ñIn 

the world ye shall have tribula-

tion: but be of good cheer; I 

have overcome the world.ò 

(KJV) 
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LWML Christmas Party 
The LWML hosted their annual Christmas party on Saturday, Decem-

ber 14. A total of 26 ladies and guests (including Pastor) gathered to enjoy 

a salad luncheon, ornament gift exchange and fellowship. The theme this 

year was Christmas trees. A huge thank you to Paula Emery for hosting 

the party each year. The winner of the left right game was Mary Louis. 

More photos of the Christmas party will be printed in the February issue. 

Photos submitted by Diane Borgmann. 


