
 

 

SeedsðThe Bible 

often uses seeds as 

symbols of faith or 
Godôs Word. In the 
Old Testament, seeds 
also refer to offspring. 

Jesus said people who believe in 
him can perform mighty deeds 
with ñfaith the size of a mustard 

seedò (Luke 17:6, NRSV). Many 
of Jesusô teachings use seed im-
agery; for example, in the para-

ble of the four soils, he said the 
seed, Godôs Word, can grow on-
ly when people hear it, ñhold it 

fast in an honest and good heart, 
and bear fruit with patient endur-
anceò (Luke 8:15, NRSV). 

VioletðThe violet, a 
symbol of humility, 
is most often used in 
reference to the Vir-
gin Mary. St. Ber-

nard described Mary as ñthe vio-
let of humility.ò The flower is 
also used to express Christôs hu-
mility in assuming human form. 
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Christian Symbols 

Seeing is Believing 

S 
t. Thomas was a practical, down to earth man. Called ñthe 

Twin,ò the few words we have from him were very direct. When 

Jesus was determined to go to Lazarusô Tomb, not five miles 

from Jerusalem, Thomas said, ñLet us also go and die with Him.ò (John 

11:16) When Jesus told the disciples at the Lordôs Supper that He was 

going to prepare a place for them, he asked, ñLord, we donôt know 

where You are going, how can we know the way?ò (John 14:5) Subtle, 

Thomas was not. Loyal, strong and down to earth, he was. 

When Jesus was crucified, 

Thomas had no doubt the Lord was 

dead. He knew every detail. He did 

not want it to be that way, but he 

was a realist. Jesus was gone ð end 

of story. So when the other disciples 

told Thomas with joy, ñWe have 

seen the Lord!ò Thomas would have 

nothing of it. He had to see the 

wounds that marked Jesus to be-

lieve. Even seeing would not be 

enough. He had to touch the 

wounds. On something as important 

as the life of the Lord, Thomas 

would not be fooled. 

All of this changed when Jesus 

appeared to him and the rest of the disciples the Sunday after Easter. 

Turning to Thomas, Jesus invited His hard-headed disciple to see for 

himself. ñStop doubting,ò Jesus said, ñand believe.ò This was all 

Thomas needed. He dropped to his knees to worship Jesus. All he 

could say was, ñMy Lord and my God!ò Jesus mildly rebukes him and 

then blesses us. ñYou have seen and believed,ò Jesus said, ñblessed are 

those who have not seen and yet believe.ò It was enough for Thomas. 

According to church tradition, Thomas would go to India and establish 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11%3A16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14:5&version=ESV
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Church Office 

Schedule 
Church office hours are Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday from 8 a.m. 

to noon. Phone number is  

573-836-8141 

April 
6 Chuck & Susan Kral 
6 Jeff & Paula Emery 
10 Beth Johnston 
13 Larry Trick 
23 Mike Loman 
30 Rita Riemann 

ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖŔĲƚ 

7ŔƖƣőĬċǃƚШѼШ a church there. To this day, a faith tradition of four million in India call 

themselves Thomas Christians. 

And so it would be. Billions of people who did not see Jesus believed 

him and loved him. St. Peter said it best: ñThough you have not seen 

him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 

and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtain-

ing the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.ò  

(1 Peter 1:8-9) Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Allelujah! 

Sunday School:  
God Makes the World 

Encore Post: There are two stories about creation in the beginning 

of Bible. The first one is an overview of how God made the world and 

everything in it. The second one tells the story of how God made Adam 

and Eve. 

The first story has a rhythm to it. Every 

day we hear that ñGod said let é and it was 

so and God saw that it was good.ò (Genesis 

1) Every day ends: ñevening and morning was the 

__ day.ò God made everything in a very orderly 

fashion. First He made the land, sea and sky. Then 

He filled it with living creatures. On the sixth day, 

He made men and women in His own image. When 

God had finished creation, He called it very 

good. 

The world is far from very good today. The sin of Adam and Eve 

brought sin, suffering, grief and death into the world. Yet the beauty and 

wonder of creation is still there. One day Jesus will return and take away 

this curse once and for all. Then we all will see the work God has done 

and say with Him, it is very good. 

Articles by Rev. Robert E. Smith 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Indiana 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://whatdoesthismean.blog/creation-out-of-nothing/
https://whatdoesthismean.blog/sunday-school-god-makes-adam-and-eve/
https://whatdoesthismean.blog/sunday-school-god-makes-adam-and-eve/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+1&version=ESV


 

 

Bíþ÷ÕĄ°áÕĞÅÁƅ 
If you or a loved one is 

hospitalized, have experi-

enced a death in the family, 

are home bound, or sched-

uled to go to the hospital,  

please call Pastor Brandt 

(580-421-8108). Please keep 

in mind that privacy laws 

also limit the information 

hospitals can share with us. 

Pastor Brandt is available 

for any emergency, or any 

issue you and your loved 

ones might be having.  

Our Elders: Jeff Hed-

berg (573-819-4446), Jeff 

Emery (816 -745-0229) and 

Larry Trick (573 -286-4423) 

will assist the pastor to 

follow up on any issue, not 

just hospitalization for 

you, a loved one or a death 

in the family.  
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EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 

A Key Concept For Using LASSIE: 

Head, Heart, Hands 

L 
ASSIE is a framework for witnessing that provides a way of 

engaging people with the Gospel. It is crucial to understand at 

which level a person is connecting and communicating. One 

level tends to dominate in a person. Everyone connects and communi-

cates at different levels in different contexts. These differing ways can 

be summarized under three categories; head, heart, hands.  

 

ñHead peopleò tend to focus on truth. They discuss 
ideas and enjoy evaluating, analyzing, debating concepts. 

Although they are not calloused and uncaring, they are 

not very concerned with how people feel about things. 

While they arenôt opposed to an idea having a practical application that 

brings about positive change, they are more interested in the value of 

an idea in term of whether it is worth consideration and contemplation.  

ñHands peopleò look at things from a practical perspective. Their 
focus is on purpose. They want to know how to put an idea into actions 

that will make a positive difference in their communities. While they 

are often intrigued by the cognitive aspects of an 

idea and they are concerned it may affect peo-

pleôs emotional well-being, they tend to em-

brace or dismiss what is proposed on the basis of its practical implica-

tions.                                                                                                         

Knowing how a person primarily connects and communicates in 

various contexts is an important part of effectively engaging with him 

or her. So is understanding how you primarily connect and communi-

cate. 

      (The LASSIE Approach To Witnessing - Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, 

Invite, Encourage)  

by Mark Wood director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry 

ñ                peopleò are centered in the emotional, rather than the 
cognitive, understanding of things. Their focus is 

on hope. This does not mean they donôt think 

about ideas, but they think about them in a differ-

ent way than a ñheadò person does. Rather than focus on the idea as 

truth, they consider how the idea impacts a personôs emotional well-

being and shapes a personôs sense of value, belonging, and acceptance.  
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ANSWERING OBJECTIONS TO THE FAITH: 

The Basics of Christian Apologetics   

A Faith Based On Evidence 

¢ 
here will be occasions where we will wish to explain that all com-

peting religions require a blind leap of faith. All other religions ask 

people to adopt a faith having no objective evidence for its truth 

just because they say they should.  

But, people donôt normally make changes in their lives without good 

reasons. Why should they make a blind leap regarding their beliefs? 

Christianity, in contrast, is based on good and sufficient evidence. 

The Holy Spirit uses real and objective history that can easily be veri-

fied.  

God made us to be rational beings that he uses to reach us, and does 

so to show us that we are hearing the real truth like an attorney in a 

court of law.  

The apostle John explained how the use of evidence, the power of 

the Holy Spirit, and the Gospel message all fit together in the story of 

the Pharisee Nicodemus. (Read John 3:1-17)  

In these verses, Jesus explained three interrelated processes that 

must take place for someone to become a member of His kingdom. As 

they applied to Nicodemus, they are:  

Because of the miracles Jesus performed, Nicodemus is convinced 

that Jesus is a true prophet of God. 

The Holy Spirit must create a new spiritual life in his heart.  

The Holy Spirit creates this new spiritual life by means of the Gos-

pel message that Nicodemus is invited to receive, that is, ñFor God 

so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have eternal life.ò  

By trusting in this Gospel message, that is, by faith in the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, Nicodemus and all others who believe the message are 

given a new spiritual life that makes them members of Godôs kingdom. 

This is the glorious 

message that we are 

asked to bring to the 

ends of the earth. Noth-

ing is more im-

portant!  To God be our 

thanks and praise!  

From: The Reason I Be-

lieve by Allen Quist 

Why Christ Calls 

Us to Worship 

E aster services are usually well attended, but what 

about other weeks? What draws 

you to worship on an ñaverageò 

Sunday, and what might Jesus 

have in store for people in the 

pews? 

Consider this from Pastor 

Charles Aaron: ñDid we come to 

church this morning thinking it 

was a safe thing to do? Did we 

come with some expectation of 

receiving a blessing, a bit of 

comfort, but no real challenge? 

Did we think about the possibil-

ity that encountering Jesus would 

rearrange our lives, explode our 

priorities, cause us to give more 

than we ever expected? Did we 

think we could get a little some-

thing from Jesus, a dose of grace 

to help us through the week? Did 

we come for the fellowship, the 

music, the spiritual boost? No 

one can argue with those rea-

sons.ò 

He continues: ñThe risen 

Christ, however, may have had 

other plans for this worship ser-

vice. Christ may want to come 

under our skins and transform us. 

Christ may see through us so that 

something we have well hidden 

comes to the surface. Christ may 

kick out from under us the things 

we use to prop ourselves up but 

that we donôt really need. Are we 

ready for that? Did we bargain on 

that when we walked through the 

door today?ò 

ðfrom The Wired Word 



 

 

Maybe they think that while 

Jesus is for some folks, He 

isnôt for them; 

They have already concluded 

that Jesus and His sacrifice is 

little more than an ancient 

joke; 

They want to take care of 

themselves and donôt need a 

handout. 

No matter how you look at it, 

these folks are going to be poorer 

for having rejected Jesus. As for 

me, Iôd like to think Iôm like that 

rich fellow. He is blessed and he 

knows it. Not only does he know 

it, he wants to share it. Thatôs 

who we Christians are all right -- 

people whom Jesus has made 

rich spiritually, people who want 

to share the riches of  the Re-

deemer with others.  

The Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, 

I give thanks You have made me 

rich. Now I donôt know how oth-

ers will react to the salvation 

You give, but help me to share 

the riches of the faith with them 

anyway. This I ask in Your 

Name. Amen. 

In Christ I remain His servant 

and yours,  

Pastor Ken Klaus (Pastor Klaus 1948-

2023 former speaker of The Lutheran 

HourÈ Lutheran Hour Ministries   

(lhm.org archived devotions)   

T 
he story is easily told: 

this last St. Patrickôs 

Day a man walked into a 

Boston Starbucks. Three times 

he shouted, ñIôm rich. Iôm rich. 

Iôm rich.ò Then the man threw 

about 100 one-dollar bills into 

the air. The patrons turned and 

looked at each other, but nobody 

scrambled for the cash. Finally, 

and at long last, an employee of 

the establishment picked up the 

dollars and sent them to relief 

efforts in Japan. 

Since reading that story I 

wondered what stopped them 

from reaching for the cash?  A 

fair number of reasons came to 

mind: 

They thought they were on 

some hidden-camera show. 

They knew the money was-

nôt theirs, so they weren't 

going to pick it up. 

It was a scientific experiment 

on human nature. 

They thought it was an early 

April Fools Day joke. 

Why pick it up if youôre not 

going to get to keep it? 

5 

?ĲƻŸƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖ 

ƓƖŔũ 

(Jesus said) ... ñThe Son of Man must suffer many things, and be 

rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and 

be raised the third day.ò Luke 9:22b 

This got me to thinking. There 

were two different groups of 

people in Starbucks that day. 

There was one man who be-

lieved he was rich, and a number 

of folks who could have been 

richer. This is pretty much the 

way it is in this world. There are 

those who believe in the Savior 

who gave His life for them. 

Theyôre rich. And there are those 

who just donôt see how rich they 

could be. Looking at them, I sup-

pose they think they have good 

reasons for not believing in Je-

sus.                                               

http://lhm.org/
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Support Schedules 
 Elder Altar Guild  

April Jeff Hedberg   

May Jeff Emery Susan Kral 

June Larry Trick     

July Jeff Hedberg Cindy Niebur    

August Jeff Emery  Paula Emery 

September Larry Trick Diane Borgmann 

October Jeff Hedberg Janet Bartels 

November Jeff Emery Diane Borgmann first two Sun 

  Dawn Hedberg last two Sun 

December Larry Trick Diane Borgmann first two Sun 

  Dawn Hedberg last two Sun 

Minister Rev. Gary Brandt 

Organists Rev. Gary Brandt, Diana Schwab 

Ushers 

1st Sunday Robert & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels 

2nd Sunday Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz 

4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russell Schulz 

5th Sunday Robert Hansen, Earl Hartenstein, Jeff Hedberg 

Counters 

1st Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 

2nd Sunday Jeff & Paula Emery 

3rd Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur/Pudge McCloud 

4th Sunday Matt & Deb Mayes 

5th Sunday Pudge McCloud 

¢ƘŜ Yƴƻǘ tǊŀȅŜǊ 
Dear God, 

Please unite the knots that are in 

my mind, my heart, and my life. 

Remove the have nots, cannots, 

and the do nots. 

Erase the will nots, may nots, 

might nots that may find a home 

in my heart. 

Release me from the could nots, 

would nots, and should nots that 

obstruct my life. 

And most of all, dear God, I ask 

that you remove from my mind, 

my heart, and my life all of the 

ñam notsò that I have allowed  to 

hold me back. Especially the 

thought that I am not good 

enough. Amen. 

Arthur Unknown 

A pastor giving a childrenõs 

sermon on vestments asked, 

òWhy do you think I wear this 

collar? One kid answered: 

òBecause it kills ticks and fleas up 

to 30 days?ó 

Mark Your  

Calendar 
Our next ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ will 

be held on {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нм af-

ter worship. 
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Bushes Removed 
Some of the bushes in front and on the side of the church were removed do to their size and blocking the 

windows. Thrivent dollars were used to purchase more rock. Photos taken by Pudge McCloud. 



 

 

News  

T he meeting was called to order on March 18 by Co-Presidents 

Cindy Niebur and Dawn Hedberg. 

Our roll call word was ñEternal 

Lifeò. Eight members answered the 

roll call with one regular guest at-

tendee. Members recited the 

LWML Pledge and our Bible 

Study, led by Debbie Mayes, 

ñWomen of the Bibleò, featured 

ñSaraò from Genesis. 
 

Minutes: The last meeting of No-

vember 13, 2023, minutes and 

treasurerôs reports were provided to 

everyone attending and both were 

approved. 
 

Presidentsô Reports: Our Co-

Presidents, Cindy Niebur and 

Dawn Hedberg reported: 

¶ Spring Rally April 16, Theme: 

ñGone Fishing!ò 

¶ The District Convention     

June 7 - 9 in Independence, 

Mo. (See New Business for de-

tails.)      

¶ Fall Rally in October. The 

theme is ñHarvest the Fruits of 

the Spiritò at Faith Lutheran 

Church in Warsaw. Peace will 

co-host! Discussion was made 

on the details of the meeting 

and what items our group will 

provide. 

¶ A discussion was made on up-

dating our by-laws.    
 

Correspondence: There was brief 

LWML Minutes for March 
discussion concerning the dona-

tion to the St. Louis Seminary. 
 

Collections: The group discussed 

the Mites goals for the LWML 

District, and we played a fun 

ñMite Quarterò game! A collection 

was made for Mites, the General 

Fund and the Rally. 
 

Committees: 

¶ ñPop Tabsò: Susan Kral men-

tioned that ALL pop tabs were 

acceptable off soda cans, soup 

cans, bean cans etc. 

¶ ñStampsò: Dawn Hedberg 

informed us on what and how 

to present the stamps we col-

lect. 

¶ ñBest Choice Labelsò: Paula 

Emery gave us information on 

what stores were featuring 

ñBest Choiceò, and how many 

we need. 

¶ Other committees did not re-

port. 
 

Old Business: 

¶ January 7, Pastor Brandt offi-

ciated the installation of Offic-

ers for Peace Lutheran Church. 

Included in that blessing were 

the new officers for 2024 

LWML! 

¶ March 14, Dawn Hedberg, 

Cindy Niebur and Jayne Trick 

attended the planning meeting 

for the Fall Rally to be held at 

Faith in Warsaw. Our group 

will be co-hosting in October 

2024. There was also a Sedalia 

Zone Meeting afterward. 

There are vacancy positions at 

the Zone level open for con-

sideration. 

¶ Saturday, March 16, Co-

Presidents Cindy and Dawn, 

and Secretary Jayne met with 

past President Sara Anderegg. 

We thank her for her valuable 

information and knowledge!   

¶ Easter Brunch: Final deci-

sions were made on the Easter 

Brunch decorations, table-

ware, seating setup, and the 

better distribution of the types 

of food. We also approved 

Paulaôs Easter favors. 

¶ The Spring Rally is April 16, 

at St. Johnôs in Cole Camp. 

Invitations to the Fall Rally 

will be presented there. De-

sign of the invitations were 

discussed. 
 

New Business: 

¶ The District Convention     

June 7-9 in Independence, Mo. 

Members agreed to donate a 

ñkitchenò theme gift basket for 

the Convention Silent Auc-

tion. Penny Hansen and Susan 

Kral as possible delegates to 

attend the Convention. 

Continued on page 10 
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¶ Markers 

¶ Colored Pencils 

¶ Lined college ruled paper 

¶ Cardstock: white/cream color 

¶ Pencils: mechanical & regular 

       #2 

¶ Glue sticks 

¶ Report covers  

¶ School folders  

¶ 3-ring binders: 1-inch & 2-inch 

¶ 3 ring binder tabs  

¶ Correction tape 

¶ Thank you notes 

¶ Masking tape 

¶ Scotch tape 

¶ Post-it notes 

¶ 3-sided display boards for  

      projects 

¶ Composition Notebooks 

       College ruled 

¶ Paper towels    

¶ Clorox Wipes 

¶ Kleenex 

¶ Index cards loose or on a  

    spiral-bound unit 
 

General Offering ï LWML 

Mites 

You are invited to an all-day Sedalia Zone 

LWML Spring Rally 

Tuesday, April 16, 2024 
Theme is 

Registration,  

Fellowship, Brunch:  

9:15 to 10:00 a.m. 
 

Rally begins  

10:00 a.m. 
 

Lunch served at noon  
 

Meeting adjourns around 

2:30 p.m. 
 

Love Offering: 

Lutheran School Association 

Hybrid High School 

18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers, Simon (who is 

called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 

fishermen.  19 And he said to them, ñFollow me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.ò 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. Matthew 4:18-20 

St. Johnôs Lutheran Church 
24295 Cheese Creek Road 

Cole Camp, Missouri 

Host Societies 

Trinity, Clinton; St. Johnôs, Cole Camp; Trinity, Creighton 

In-Gathering: 

Cost of Luncheon: $7.00  

Menu:  

Loaded Baked Potato ñBoatsò 

bar, Relish Tray, Cupcakes 
 

Lunch registration  

deadline:  

April 2, 2024, to  

Alice Miesner 660-221-6686  

or alic464@gmail.com 



 

 

Sunday Mites  Jan, Feb. March 

$61.40 Card sales for Jan., Feb., March 
$11.00 
$72.40 total 

¶ Pastor Kristopher Morris from 

Christ the King has agreed to 

be our ñfeatured speakerò at 

the Fall Rally. It was decided 

October 29 as the date. He also 

requested we send him infor-

mation about the rally and our 

theme, so that he has plenty of 

time to prepare.       

¶ Continued discussion on a 

fundraiser with an ñItalian Din-

nerò theme, and a possible Si-

lent Auction. 

¶ Continued discussion about our 

society having quarterly ñGet-

To-Gethersò. 

¶ We will think about and look 

at ideas to bring in and wel-

come new members and guests 

to our group! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jayne Marie Trick, Secretary 
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April 8: LWML monthly meeting, roll call word is ñfastò 

April 15: Deadline to apply for church worker study grant ($1,500) 

April 18: Sedalia Zone Spring Rally, St. Johnôs Cole Camp 

June 7-9: LWML District Convention, Stoney Creek Hotel, Independ-

ence 

October 29: Fall Rally at Faith, Warsaw 

For more information on any of these events, contact Dawn Hedberg 

and Cindy Niebur. 

Gravel Added 
The March Council 

meeting approved to pur-

chase gravel from D & R 

Landscaping to add to the 

areas where the bushes 

were removed around the 

church. 

Rodney Schulz, Chuck 

Kral and Kyle Wright are 

getting ready to add the 

gravel to the areas. 

Photo by Susan Kral 


