
 

 

Bell 

    A bell symbolizes the 
call to worship, reflected 
in the ringing of bells in 
many churches to an-
nounce or open the wor-

ship service. A bell also symbolizes 
the proclamation of the gospel to 
the world: hence, the ringing of 
church bells at the close of some 
services as worshipers depart to 
spread Christ's good news in their 
daily lives. 

Paschal Candle 
    This large, white can-
dle is an ancient symbol 
for Christ, the light of the 
world. The candle con-
tains a cross and/or an 
Alpha and Omega to 
symbolize that Jesus is 
eternal and always pre-
sent with his people. Also 

called the Easter candle, it plays a 
prominent role during Easter vigils 
and celebrations. Some churches 
also use the candle during baptisms 
and funerals. 
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shock. For a time we are stunned. Not everyone can feel at once their 

continuing companionship.  

We should not for that reason despair. Some souls may make this 

adjustment quickly. For most of us, it comes slowly and hard; many an 

hour is filled with loneliness and agonizing doubt.  

By ourselves, we can never make this adjustment. We must come to 

a sense of the continuing presence of our loved ones, and we can do this 

if we realize the presence of our Living Lord.  

    As we seek and find our Risen Lord, we shall find our dear depart-

ed. They are with Him, and we find the reality of their continued life 

through Him.  

    The Saints are a part of the Church. We worship with them.  

    They worship the Risen Christ, face-to-face, while we worship the 

same Risen Christ, under the veil of bread and wine at the Altar.  

The Communion of Saints 



 

 

At the Communion rail/table we are linked with Heaven, with the 

Communion of Saints, with our loved ones. Here at the Altar, focused 

to a point, we find our communion with the dead; for the Altar is the 

closest meeting place between us and our Lord.  

That place must be the place of closest meeting with our dead who 

are in His keeping.  

The Altar is the trysting place 

(meeting place) where we meet 

our beloved Lord. It must, there-

fore, also be the trysting place 

where we meet our loved ones, 

for they are with the Lord. . .  

Oh, that we could take (the 

mourning) by the hand, away 

from the grave, out through the 

cemetery gate, in through the door of the church, and up the nave to the 

very Altar itself, and there put them in touch, not with the dead body of 

their loved one (such as at the gravesite), but with the living soul, who 

is with Christ at the Altar.  

Our human nature needs more than the assurance that someday and 

in someway we shall meet again our loved ones in heaven. . .  

I know that there is a place where we can meet. It is at the Altar. 

How it thrills me when I hear the words of the Liturgy, óTherefore, 

with angels and archangels, and all the Company of Heaven,ô for I 

know that (my loved one) is there with the Company of Heaven, the 

Communion of Saints, with the Lord.  

The nearer I come to my Lord in Holy Communion, the nearer I 

come to the Saints, to my own loved ones.  

I am a member of the Body of Christ. . . sharing in the Body of 

Christ Himself.ò  

Isnôt this precious? May you find peace in the arms of Christ at the 

Altar!  

submitted by Pastor Gary Brandt 
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Church Office  
Church office hours are Tuesday, 

Wednesday, Thursday from 8 a.m. 

to noon. Phone number is  

573-836-8141 

January 
  4 Penny Hansen 

13 Dale & Gayle Montague 

17 Brett & Cindy Niebur 

26 Earl Hartenstein 

30 Jeff Emery 

What the New Year Offers 
 Å A fresh start in the totality of our life. 

 Å A chance to do good things for others, especially older mem-   

   bers of our family. 

 Å An opportunity to plan better for the future, including the use   

   of our time, talent and possessions. 

 Å A challenge to read helpful books about living according to  

   Godôs plan. 

 Å A chance to better control stress and anxiety in body and spirit. 

Christian Flag 
Dating to the early 20th century, the 

Christian flag represents all of 

Christianity, though it's been used 

primarily in the Americas and Afri-

ca. The red Latin cross symbolizes 

Jesus' blood shed on Calvary to 

grant us eternal life. The blue back-

ground represents Christ's faithful-

ness even unto death, as well as our 

baptism into Christ. The white field 

signifies Jesus' purity, nonviolence 

and surrender to God's will, plus the 

peace we gain by surrendering our-

selves to Christ. 

Christian Symbols 



 

 

Bíþ÷ÕĄ°áÕĞÅÁƅ 
If you or a loved one is 

hospitalized, have experi-

enced a death in the fami-

ly, are home bound, or 

scheduled to go to the hos-

pital,  please call Pastor 

Brandt (580 -421-8108). 

Please keep in mind that 

privacy laws also limit the 

information hospitals can 

share with us. Pastor 

Brandt is available for 

any emergency, or any is-

sue you and your loved 

ones might be having. Re-

member, our pastor is 

here to serve you.  

Our Elders: Jeff Hed-

berg (573-819-4446), Jeff 

Emery (816-745-0229) and 

Larry Trick (573-286-4423) 

will assist the pastor to fol-

low up on any issue you 

may have. 
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January ï Installation of new offic-

ers; Sheryl Bald resigned as church 

secretary and Pudge McCloud be-

came the secretary, Don Springer 

begins cleaning the church. Thanks 

to Earl and Shelia Hartenstein for 

21 years of service in cleaning the 

church.  

February ï Peace received new 

members Will and Rhonda Stalcup 

and Cindy Kaminski, LWML 

served a quiche brunch for Valen-

tineôs Day, the church received a 

new phone system with a new num-

ber, Ash Wednesday service was 

held. 

March ï Lenten services were held 

by Pastor Gary Brandt, Cindy Nie-

bur went through old treasury files 

in the storeroom the project was 

completed March 15, the tree was 

cut down near the light behind the 

church. A new church insurance 

policy was purchased. 

April ï Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday services were held by 

Pastor Anderegg, LWML served an 

Easter Sunday breakfast, Peace, 

Faith, Warsaw, and St. Johnôs, Stov-

er hosted the LWML Spring Rally 

at Peace, Funeral service for Bob 

Mueller was held on April 6, Tom 

and Annette Greenwald became 

members, several LWML ladies 

reorganized the dining hall kitchen, 

Russell Schulz granddaughter Har-

ley Schulz was baptized, Missouri 

All Service Plumbing installed a 

new hydrant assembly that services 

the church and the cemetery for a 

cost of $1800.00. 

May - it was decided not to open the 

cemetery to other LCMS Lutheran 

churches that were not members of 

Peace due to the small number of 

plots. Folks can be buried in our 

cemetery if they become members of 

Peace. Pastor Anderegg began con-

firmation instructions for Tristian 

and Lilyan Lewis, Pastor Brandt 

gave confirmation instruction to 

Tammy Snell and Kyle Wright. A 

decision was made to no longer have 

greeters, Tammy Snell and Kyle 

Wright and Rebecca Epperson were 

received as new members, Sam Gill-

man passed away, services and buri-

al were held in his hometown. 

June ï Life Line Screening was 

held, a welcome brunch was held on 

June 25 to welcome new members 

of Peace, LWML ladies planned 

summer activities for all the ladies 

of Peace with our first activity held 

on June 1 with an ice cream social, 

member Irma Trego passed away 

private services were held at the fu-

neral home, we received new mem-

ber Judy Slough 

July ï On July 19, all ladiesô lunch-

eon cruise was held on the Celebra-

tion Cruise, new member infor-
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Support Schedules 
 Elder Altar Guild 

January Jeff Hedberg Dawn Hedberg 

February Jeff Emery Penny Hansen 

March  Larry Trick Deb Mayes    

April Jeff Hedberg   

May Jeff Emery Susan Kral 

June Larry Trick     

July Jeff Hedberg Cindy Niebur    

August Jeff Emery  Paula Emery 

September Larry Trick Diane Borgmann 

October Jeff Hedberg Janet Bartels 

November Jeff Emery Diane Borgmann first two Sun 
  Dawn Hedberg last two Sun 

December Larry Trick Diane Borgmann first two Sun 
  Dawn Hedberg last two Sun 

Minister Rev. Gary Brandt 

Organists Rev. Gary Brandt, Diana Schwab 

Ushers 
1st Sunday Robert & Penny Hansen, Paul Bartels 
2nd Sunday Earl Hartenstein, Jeff & Paula Emery 
3rd Sunday Diane Borgmann, Rodney Schulz 
4th Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg, Russell Schulz 
5th Sunday Robert Hansen, Earl Hartenstein, Jeff Hedberg 

Counters 
1st Sunday Jeff & Dawn Hedberg 
2nd Sunday Jeff & Paula Emery 
3rd Sunday Brett & Cindy Niebur/Pudge McCloud 
4th Sunday Matt & Deb Mayes 
5th Sunday Pudge McCloud 

mation packets was reintroduced, 

Pat & Peggy Callahan repaired the 

cemetery benches and stained the 

cemetery cross, small sized refriger-

ator was purchased for the church 

office. 

August ï a suggestion box was pro-

vided for Christian message ideas 

that will be placed on the church 

sign, LWML meetings will now 

begin at 9 a.m., new pictures will be 

taken of all members and guest 

members for an updated directory, 

Pudge McCloud replaced Sheryl 

Bald on the alarm system, discus-

sion was held to purchase postcards 

to be sent to visitors - 200 cards for 

$80.99. 

September ï Anonymous donor(s) 

provided money for a new commun-

ion chalice, we received new mem-

bers Rhonda DeGeal, Noah Estes, 

Larry and Jayne Marie Trick on 

Sunday, September 24. Peace took 

part in the Hillbilly Parade the 

theme was ñSaluting our Heroesò, 

LWML ladies toured the Mennonite 

community on Sept. 27 

October ï October 29, Lilyan and 

Tristan Lewis were confirmed, Lar-

ry Trick will join the Board of El-

ders in 2024, post cards will be sent 

to visitors instead of a letter, a com-

mittee was formed to update our 

emergency operation plan, all the 

bushes in front and back of the 

church were removed, Christian 

messages will be added to our elec-

tronic sign, several ladies attended 

the LWML Fall Rally in Cole 

Camp, New LWML officers for 

2024 is Dawn Hedberg and Cindy 

Niebur as co-presidents, Jayne Trick 

as Secretary, Susan Kral will contin-

ue as treasurer, Jan and Dawn at-

tended the Queen Esther play in 

Branson, church officers for 2024 

are President: Bob Hanson, Vice 

President: Brock Kliewer, Secre-

tary: Susan Kral, Treasurer: Peggy 

Callahan, Financial Secretary: Brett 

Niebur, Elder: Larry Trick, a new 

chalice was purchased and dedicat-

ed 

November ï a second Life Line 

Screening was held on Nov. 16, 

Thanksgiving service was held, the 

library window will be replaced in a 

couple of months, due to health and 

family needs Pastor Anderegg re-

signed at the council meeting effec-

tive immediately. He served Peace 

faithfully for five years, first Chris-

tian message was placed on the 

electric sign. 

December ï church was decorated 

for Christmas, thank you to all 

members who held an office or 

served on a committee in 2023, 

LWML member Paula Emery host-

ed the LWML Christmas party for 

the Peace ladies, four Advent ser-

vices and Christmas Eve Service 

was held by Pastor Brandt. 
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Celebrating 
Epiphany 

Every One His Witness 

Prayer and Witnessing 
Then [Jesus] said to His disciples, ñThe harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord to the 

harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. (Matthew 9:37-38)  

Prayer is an important aspect of a Christianôs life. This is certainly 

true of being a witness of Jesus. Still, we need to make sure that we keep 

prayer in its proper place.  

We want to make a good use of prayer, not abuse this wonderful privi-

lege. One of the abuses of prayer in evangelism is that we can pray peo-

ple into the faith. Some Christian leaders insist that if we pray long 

enough, sincerely enough, or in some particular way enough that the un-

believing people for whom we are praying will start believing in Jesus.  

Others teach that simply praying with unbelieving people is witness-

ing to them. These and other such ideas about prayer are improper uses 

of prayer in witnessing.  

The Lord Jesus teaches us the proper use of prayer in witnessing. In 

the prayer that He gave us when His disciples asked Him to teach them 

to pray, Jesus included the petition, ñThy kingdom come.ò That simple 

phrase speaks volumes about prayer and witnessing.  

Martin Luther unpacked it in the Small Catechism through which we 

confess,ñ The kingdom of God certainly comes to us by itself without 

our prayer.ò In other words, we canôt pray people into believing in Jesus. 

That isnôt the intent of the Lordôs Prayer (or any faithful prayer).  

Instead we are asking that His kingdom ñmay come to us alsoò when 

we pray. Praying that Godôs kingdom would come to us includes seeing 

His kingdom reach other people.  

    Luther 

wrote in the 

Large Cate-

chism,ò We 

pray that 

many may 

find entrance 

into the king-

dom of grace 

[John 3:5], 

be made par-

takers of re-

demption. 

[Colossians 1 12:14] and be led to it by the Holy Spirit [Romans 8:14], 

so that we may all together remain forever in one kingdom now be-

gunò (Part III, paragraph 52).  

by Mark Wood director 

of LCMS Witness & Out-

reach Ministry    

Epiphany, from the Greek 

word epiphaneia, means an ap-

pearance or manifestation. 

Christians celebrate this festival 

each year on January 6, the 12th 

day after Christmas. Epiphany 

ends on Ash Wednesday, when 

Lent begins. 

 Epiphany marks the coming 

of the Magi, or wise men, to 

worship the baby Jesus. Be-

cause the Magi were Gentiles, 

Epiphany symbolizes the first 

recognition of Christ by non-

Jews. Itôs a reminder that Christ 

came as the light ð and Savior 

ð of the whole world. 

The traditional color for 

Epiphany is green, indicating 

life, growth, hope and eternity. 

Symbols for the season include 

a light, candle or star; a crown 

or three crowns; three gifts; and 

a globe. In the modern church, 

Epiphany has become a time to 

focus on reaching out and 

ñshowingò Jesus as the Savior 

of all people. Itôs also a remind-

er to engage in Christian com-

munity and to heal divisions 

among Godôs children. 
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Devotion for 

January 

W 
hen people go to 

church, they often are 

pretty sure a good 

sermon is very applicable ... to 

someone else.  

    This past week one of my old 

friends told me how his pastor 

had been preaching on Proverbs 

16:24a. That passage says, 

ñPleasant words are a honey-

comb, sweet to the soul éò  

My friendôs minister spent 

considerable time talking about 

how sweet, kind words can ac-

complish far more than those 

which are spit out with venom 

or in anger. Apparently my 

palôs wife was paying close at-

tention to the message. After the 

pastor had said, ñAmen!ò and 

Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul 

and healing to the bones. Proverbs 16:24  

while the congregation was tak-

ing up the collection, she turned 

to her hubbie and whispered, 

ñHoney, I just love to watch 

your muscles ripple ... when 

youôre taking out the garbage.ò  

Now my friend assured me he 

didnôt rush home to take out the 

garbage. No, thatôs not what 

happened at all. He said he was-

nôt that easily manipulated. On 

the other hand, when he did take 

out the garbage, every muscle he 

had was flexed to the max.  

I like that verse the pastor 

used -- words that are sweet to 

the soul. Has it occurred to you 

that Jesus speaks to us with 

words which are sweet to the 

soul? In His parables, with His 

sermons, through His prayers, 

Jesus gives us that which brings 

peace and draws us closer to 

Him who gave His life so that all 

who believe on Him might be 

forgiven and live with Him for-

ever.  

That takes care of Jesusô 

words. Now, what can be said 

about our words? Are they kind 

and sweet or are they bitter and 

brash? The words of Proverbs 

are a great reminder: We really 

can better accomplish our pur-

poses (and the Lordôs) if we fol-

low the Redeemerôs example and 

present our thoughts, our wor-

ries, and concerns in a positive 

way.  

Think of all the possibilities, 

the potential opportunities, and 

the chance of making a presenta-

tion to someone in regard to the 

Christ.  

So, for today, letôs try an ex-

periment as much as we are able 

-- let our words drip with honey.  

From a devotion written for ñBy The 

Wayò 

     A devotion from the LHM archives 

by Pr. Ken Klaus (1948 ï 2023 de-

ceased) former Speaker of The Luther-

an Hour 



 

 

Decorating the Church for Christmas! 

Thank you to all who came to decorate the church for Christmas! Photos by Susan Kral. 

7 



 

 

In last monthôs newsletter, the 

Stewardship article on ñThe 

Measure of Our Generosityò 

there is a word omitted from the 

following paragraph. It should 

read as follows:  

The same sort of analysis 

applies to our giving. In the 

Old Testament, God com-

manded the Israelites to 

give a tenth of their income 

to the Levites so that those 

men could dedicate their 

lives to serving in Godôs 

house, teaching the people, 

conducting worship, etc. In 

the New Testament, there is 

not a rigid requirement 

listed about handing in your 

tax forms to church to make 

sure youôve given enough. 

But the mandate to have a 

full-time ministry, which is 

the spirit of that law con-

cerning tithing to the Le-

vites, is right there in 1 Co-

rinthians 9:14: ñThe Lord 

has ordained that those who 

preach the Gospel should 

make their living from the 

Gospel.ò  

If you ask, òWhy a religion of faith over a religion of works?ò they 

also will likely not have an answer.  The difficulty may be that we fo-

cus on what Christianity teaches and not on whether it is true. When 

you meet people searching for an answer, one should explain that peo-

ple should follow Christianity because  only Christianity is true.  

You can add that there is a wealth of objective historical evidence 

that itôs true. Few people know that, but it is the truth that people des-

perately need to hear. The answer is the one that the Scriptures have 

always given. Elijah on Mount Carmel showed the people that God is 

real and provided the answer and the evidence to back it up.  

In our time we have largely lost sight of this all-important distinction 

between Christianity and other religions. Many people think that there 

are many different paths to God that are equally true. Itôs time we get 

back to the basics and explain that there is only one faith that includes 

adequate reasons for our allegiance, that there is only one faith that is 

both true and can be known to be true. 

(from: The Reason I Believe by Allen Quist) 

submitted by Russell Schultz, Evangelism Chair 

ANSWERING OBJECTIONS TO THE FAITH 

The Basics of Christian Apologetics  

Sharing The Faith With Other  
Believers 

If someone were to ask you, òWhy should I become a Christian in-

stead of a follower of a different religion,ò what would you say?  

Many have a great difficulty answering. Many canôt and so they say 

something irrelevant or nothing at all. Others might say: ñChristianity is 

a religion of faith while other religions are based on good works.ò A 

true statement but it really doesnôt answer the question.  
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