
Crook 

The shepherdôs crook is a 
symbol for Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd. ñI am the good 
shepherd. The good shep-
herd lays down his life for 
the sheepò (John 10:11). 
The crook also symbolizes 
the shepherds who visited 
the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. Itôs 
also used in connection with King 
David, who had been a shepherd 
when he was young. 
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Christian Symbols  
Descending Dove 

The descending 
dove is a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit. 
ñAs soon as Jesus 
was baptized, he 
é. saw the Spirit 

of God descending like a 
doveò (Matthew 3:16, NIV). The 
three-rayed nimbus around the 
doveôs head identifies the Spirit as 
a member of the Trinity. A dove 
shown without the nimbus is a 
symbol of peace. 
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Encore Post: In most churches, worship is about what Christians do to 

glorify God. It is about praying, giving contributions to support the work 

of the Church, singing your song, and dedicating yourself to follow Je-

sus. Lutherans understand worship as all about what God gives to us ð 

Absolution, Godôs Word read, sung by us and preached to us, and the 

Sacraments, especially the Lordôs Supper, where Jesus gives us his body 

to eat with bread and his blood to drink with wine. In these gifts, his 

means of grace, mysteriously, God places and strengthens faith in our 

hearts, gives us the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. We sing his 

praises, pray to him at his invitation, and offer the sacrifice of our lives 

to thank him for these gifts. 

So, worship really is not about us ð it is about Godôs gifts. God in-

vites us to gather together the same way that our  

mothers and fathers gathered for dinner. When  

we call us to eat a well-prepared, delicious  

feast, we donôt say ñDo I  

have to eat it?ò or ñBut we  

just had a big dinner last  

week!ò We get up and hurry  

to receive this wonderful gift  

of our hostôs love and enjoy  

the time together with those  

we love. 

So, the question we should ask ourselves and each other is not: ñDo 

we have to go to church?ò but really is ñDo we get to go to church?ò The 

Lord and Creator of the Universe is coming to church. He is the same 

Jesus who loved us so much that he became one of us, suffered, died and 

rose again so that he could give us his gifts, forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation. So, letôs go and unwrap them! 
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I 
n order for a pastor to fulfill 

the Lordõs command to feed 

Godõs flock, the sheep must 

show up during feeding times. 

Bible Quiz 

 The short Old Testament book 

of Lamentations is a set of com-

munal laments (sorrowful songs) 

about the destruction in 587 B.C. 

of which city, by which people? 

 A.  Babylon; the Assyrians 

 B.  Jerusalem; the Babyloni-

  ans 

 C.  Rome; the Greeks 

 D.  Caesarea Philippi; the  

  Romans 
Answer: B (See Bible commentaries.)  

EVERY ONE HIS WITNESS 

Seek 
The first ñSò in LASSIE stands for Seek.  

As you listen, be attentive and alert and seek the ways and means by 

which you can effectively speak of Jesus.  

The seeking is not done by the non-churched person, (though they 

may be seeking something); it is the seeking that a witness undertakes as 

he looks for an effective way in which to speak of Jesus to a non-church-

ed person.  

A good example can be found in the apostle Paulôs experience in the 

city of Athens. (Acts 17:16-34). While Paul was waiting for Silas and 

Timothy to meet him, he noticed many idols on display. Troubled, he 

began speaking with people in 

the marketplace. This led him to 

engaging with some philosophers 

who were intrigued by his mes-

sage.  

     They invited him to the Are-

opagus, an elite gathering of phi-

losophers, which was a great 

honor and a rare opportunity.  

     Paul saw that the idols provid-

ed him with a point of connec-

tion with the people listening to him. He began by addressing this con-

nection point. ñMen of Athens, he said. ñI perceive that in every way 

you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of 

worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, óTo the unknown 

god.ô What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you.ò  (Acts 17:22-23).  

Paul sought and found a connection with the members of the Areop-

agus. He connected with them and they were very interested in what he 

had to say.  

We may not be invited to a place like the Areopagus, but in our eve-

ryday lives we have opportunities to connect with the people who are 

idolaters like the men of Athens.  

Seeking a point of connection opens the way to share the message of 

the God who loves them even though He is unknown to them.  

Next month: Learning how to seek a connection with head, heart, 

and hands people. 

The LASSIE Approach To Witnessing  (Listen, Ask, Seek, Share, Invite, En-

courage) by Mark Wood director of LCMS Witness & Outreach Ministry 
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News  
More Pictures of the LWML Christmas Party!  

Members attending provided an ornament for the gift exchange. Pictures submitted by Peggy 

Callahan and Pudge McCloud 
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