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To You is Born the Savior  
the Lord Christ  

4 
ncore Post: Shepherds were hard-working every- 

day people. To some extent, they even looked  

down on a bit. If you were a king, you wouldnôt  

send a herald to them. And yet, that was exactly  

what God did. He sent his Angel ð his messenger, ð  

with an Ů Ŭɔɔɏɚɘɞɜ (evangelion ð Gospel) to ð of all  

people ð shepherds. 
Royal proclamations of Good News announced the victory  

over enemies, the birth of a royal heir, the beginning of the  

reign of a new king. Often the messenger is also a Legatus ð  

an ambassador ð with the authority of the ruler to set forth a big cele-

bration. He could free captives, cancel debts, suspend taxes, sponsor 

games and the like. This Gospel is unlike any other. ñGood news of great 

joy for all the people,ò the angel announced the birth of Godôs own son 

in Davidôs hometown of Bethlehem. He is the Lord Christ ð who would 

save his people from their sins. 

The Christmas gospel is very good news indeed. God the Father, our 

Savior, reveals his kindness and love of people in it. He sent Jesus, our 

Savior, to save us because of his mercy, not because of the good deeds 

we have done. Jesus poured out the Holy 

Spirit, our Savior, on us, who washed away 

our sins in Holy Baptism and regenerated 

our hearts. We are justified by the grace of 

the Holy Trinity, so that we may be made 

heirs of eternal life, being justified by his 

grace. 

So, great joy comes to us at Christmas. Not 

only the song of a legion of angels, eager 

shepherds to rush to see the Savior and the 

mother who treasured it all in her heart. 

God has broken into our world and changed 

things forever. We have an inexpressible 

joy, for we know God keeps his promises. 

Holly was first used by 
pagans to decorate for the 
festival of Saturnalia. 
When Christians began 

celebrating Christmas in honor of 
Christ, they adapted that decorating 
practice to reflect Jesusô life and 
death. Hollyôs pointed leaves sym-
bolize the crown of thorns and its 
red berries symbolize Christôs 
blood shed on the cross. Because 
holly thrives and its berries retain 
their brilliance even in harsh winter 
conditions, non-Christians saw it as 
a symbol of eternity ð which is 
fitting for Christians as well. 

This Latin word for 

peace is frequently 

seen in Christmas 

art and decorations, 

reminding us that Jesus came as 

the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). 

After announcing the Saviorôs 

birth to the shepherds, the angels 

sang, ñGlory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace éò(Luke 2:14, 

NKJV). 
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And so it is our hope is certain. Many blessings are awaiting us in 

Heaven, where Jesus is preparing a place for us. We have seen a great 

light and nothing can ever take that from us. 

Written by Rev. Robert E. Smith, Pastor Emeritus 

Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Church Office  
Schedule 

Church office hours Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday 
from 8 a.m. to noon. Phone 
number 573-836-8141. 
Secretary Pudge Springer 
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Service Time: 6 p.m. 

¶ Wed., December 3:  ñWait Till Your Father Comes Home!ò 

¶ Wed., December 10:  ñItôs Time to Wake Up!ò 

¶ Wed., December 17:  ñSomething Is About to Happen!ò 

Soup Suppers 
Before each Advent service, the LWML will host a soup supper be-

ginning at 4:30 until 5:30 p.m. with a free will offering.  

¶ December 3  Chili: hosts Dawn, Susan, Carol C. 

¶ December 10  Vegetable Beef: hosts Jayne Marie, Rhonda 

¶ December 17  All beef hot dogs, Mac and Cheese: hosts Candi 

Come at anytime to enjoy a hot bowl of homemade soup or hot dogs and 

Mac and Cheese before the Advent service. Hope to see you there! 

Christmas Eve message:  ¬ "A>>=J=FL 1GJL G> ,=OKw­ 



о 

The church Trunk and Treat was a success this year!  Thank you to everyone who participated in decorating 

and handing out candy.  The event brought lots of smiles to the children and families who attended.  The Hed-

bergs provided an engaging game that added extra excitement to the event.  Around 75 children joined us, and 

it was such a joy to connect and see families enjoy time together. We held a special giveaway for a girlsô and a 

boysô bike (provided by a donated Thrivent card from Sheryl Bald).  We are already looking to planning and 

improving next yearôs Trunk and Treat to make it better! Photo submitted by Diane Borgmann. 

Halloween Fun 


