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Please know that you have made a difference for many people this holiday season.

Jane Tempel 
          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

          

 A note from our Membership Committee 
VFAG 90+ Paid members!    

DUES, DUES, DUES!!! Sometimes there is some confusion about when dues DUE.  Dues for 
the 2024-25 upcoming guild season were due by APRIL 30, 2024 and are considered 
delinquent after JUNE 1st.  It can be an easy thing to forget so why not just take care of it 
soon?  Forms can be printed from the guild website and mailed in or visit the 
membership table during a meeting and fill one out there (save a stamp!). Checks are 
accepted, or cash (exact change is appreciated). Thank you!  What could be easier?!  
We’ve included a membership form you can print from this newsletter for your 
convenience: print page 14
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VFAG General Meeting Minutes 
November 11, 2024

Program

Debbi Brunner introduced the guest speaker, Ric Rao, a well known expert in the art of Colcha Embroidery, 
a common art form in the Mexican culture. Ric, also a Master Spinner, is an internationally renowned 
natural dyer utilizing plants from a dye garden at his home in Las Cruces, NM.

Business Meeting

The General Meeting opened at 9:30 with a welcome by Martha Fine, President. The minutes of the October 
meeting were approved as published.

REPORTS

President’s Report

Art in the Park

Six guests present at today’s meeting became aware of VFAG at the Art in the Park event. Debbi Brunner 
announced that if there’s enough interest among the membership that the Guild may consider applying for 
a business license for the Guild that would enable members to sell items at selected events. A signup sheet 
was passed around for those who would have interest and thereafter a meeting will be held to further 
explore the process.

Vice President Report

Jol’ene Northup described the Continuing Education Fund and announced that Lyndy Runyon has been 
approved for funding for a workshop on 3-dimensional felting. She also announced that the Arizona 
Federation will be sponsoring a Fiber Festival every other year.

Treasurer’s Report

Debra Brown reported a current balance of $9,349 in the checking account. After subtracting the 
committed amounts for current workshops, the resulting balance will be $8,277.

Membership Report

Nancy Gould reported that there are now around 120 members. Four new members have enrolled at today’s
meeting.

Newsletter/Program Report

Debbi Brunner announced that there’s still openings for Ric Rao’s workshops this week : November 12, 
Colcha Embroidery; November 13, Shibori and Indigo Dyeing; November 14, Double Walled Basket 
Workshop. She reviewed the January and March workshops. Detailed information and registration forms for 
each workshop are posted on the Guild website : valleyfiberartguild.org.
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OTHER

Monthly Raffle : There will be a monthly raffle for donated items that members can purchase. Laurie Wycoff,
chair of the Raffle Committee, reported that there were $72 worth of raffle tickets sold.

SHOW AND SHARE

Vicki Bohnhoff shared a quilted portrait of Tony Bennett. Nancy Gould showed her rag coiled baskets. 
Gretchen Ramsey showed a large braided wool rug. Martha Fine displayed a quilted wall hanging featuring a
sun shining over the landscape. Sally Young shared a silk scarf with eco-dyed embellishments. Debbi 
Brunner modeled a beaded bracelet created by Reba Ashmore. Marge Delker shared a tapestry iPhone bag.

Respectively submitted, Marge Delker, Secretary

November 2024 Show & Share
As always we ejnoy seeing what members have been 
doing during their creative time, we encourage everyone 
to bring their new creations to  the General meetings.
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Program & Workshop Memories ~ A week with Ric Rao
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December 9, 2024 President’s Challenge

December 9, 2024 General Meeting

January 13, 2025 Weaving Study Group Presentation

December 2024 Calendar of Study Groups and Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
2
Art Quilts SG

3
Tapestry SG

4 5
Spinning SG

6
 

7

8
9 
General
Meeting
    

10
 Cloth 
Creations SG

11
12
Beading SG

13 14
 

15
16
Weaving SG

17 18
19 
Embroidery
SG
Basketry SG 

20 21

 

22 23 24
 

25 26 27
 

28

29 30 31

Please note, some Study Groups are not meeting in December.

Valley Fiber Art Guild ~ Up Coming Events
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VFAG Study Groups
Study groups are the heart and soul of or organization. They are vital for sharing ideas, techniques, and 
most of all: friendship. The VFAG will follow Pima County’s Guidelines for COVID precautions. Whether you decide to wear a 
mask or not OR to create distance, you will be respected by all.

For more information about a particular group or the current topic of the month, please contact the group
leader. We are always looking for new study group ideas; please let a Board Member know of your interest.

- Note: “OTM” refers to “of the month.”

Art Quilts:
The Art Quilts Study Group meets the first Monday 
OTM from 2:00pm-4:00pm at Quilt Central, 701 W 
Ward Ln. Contact Martha Fine 
marthafine52@gmail.com for questions.

Basketry:
The Basketry study group meets the third Thursday 
OTM at 271 E Paseo Churea (home of Pat Merritt) 
Contact Pat Merritt 607-656-9795 
wayoutwest18@gmail.com or Marge Delker 316-
993-1768 daveandmarged@gmail.com

Beading: 
Beading Study Group meets the second Thursday 
OTM from 10:00am to 12:00pm at Friends in Deed. 
Please contact Karen Gabriel at
Karengary115@gmail.com or 520-207-0799 for 
questions.

Cloth Creations:
The Cloth Creations Study Group meets the 3rd 
Tuesday OTM at Desert Hill Lutheran Church. 
Contact Fran Lunney lunnfran@gmail.com

Embroidery:
The Embroidery Study Group will meets the 3nd 
Thursday OTM 1-3pm at Friends in Deed. Contact 
Peggy McGaughey peg-e-su.silk@msn.com or 303-
241-7686 for questions.

Felting:
Felting Study Group meets the 4th Monday OTM at 
Friends in Deed 12noon to 3pm. December Meeting 
cancelled due to holidays. Contact:  
lyndyrunyo  n  @gmail.com   or 707-373-8584 for 
questions.

Knitting: 
The Knitting Study Group meets the fourth Tuesday 
OTM, from 9:30am to 11:30am at Friends in Deed 
meeting room A. Contact Jane Tempel at 
tempelj@aol.com for questions.

Kumihimo:
The Kumihimo group meet on the fourth Wednesday
OTM. 1-3pm at Friends in Deed. We are a small but 
mighty group who would love to see new members. 
Contact: Laurie Wykoff at lawykoff@yahoo.com.

Rug Braiding:
By appointment with Gretchen Ramsey
Contact Gretchen ~ grandmagretchen@cox.net 

Spinning:
Spinning Study Group meets the 1st Thursday  OTM 
at 9:30am~ 12noon at members homes. New 
spinners are welcome and we have spindles and 
wheels for members to borrow.  Contact: 
Debbi Brunner misseyb@gmail.com or 
Lyndy Runyon lyndyrunyon@gmail.com  
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Tapestry:
The Tapestry group meets the first Tuesday OTM, 
9:30am-11:30am at Friends in Deed. October 1 will 
be our first  meeting of the season. Everyone 
interested is welcome, beginners to advanced.   
Group Leaders are April Boysen and Debra Brown. 
Contact Debra Brown with questions at 
debrabrown15@icloud.com

Weaving:  Weaving Study Group meets the third 
Monday OTM at 1:00pm at a members home. All 
weavers are invited including Tapestry & Rigid 
Heddle people! Contact Ann Bont for detail – 
abont@comcast.net or 231-652-6275 for addition 
information.

• VFAG Board of Directors and Committee 
Chairs 

• President: Martha Fine
• Vice President: Jol’ene Northrup
• Secretary: Marjorie Delker
• Treasurer: Debra Brown
• Federation: Jol’ene Northrup
• Programs/Workshops: Debbi Brunner
• Membership: Nancy Gould and Cindy Wolf
• Librarian: Melanie Fritz 
• Webmaster: Tom Brunner
• Newsletter:  Debbi Brunner

Newsletter Editor: 
Debbi Brunner, Please contact Debbi with questions or suggestions – misseyb@gmail.com

Please note: The deadline for submission is the 25th of the month preceding the Monthly Newsletter.
Dead line for the October Newsletter is September 25 th.  Thank you for your consideration.

Dɰɬʍɔ

Let us Entertain and Educate you!

The 2024-25 Program & Workshop committee has a plethora of great workshops and
classes in the coming months.  You can read full information on our website,

www.valleyfiberartguild.org take full advantage of your membership. Enjoy interesting
programs each month and sign up for a classes, learn something new. 

We’ve included a Registration Form in the newsletter to print.

Please note:  Workshop/Class registrations fees are non-refundable, if for some reason you are unable to
take the workshop or class it is possible to find someone who would like to take the class.  We sometimes

have wait lists.  We will make every effort to help you find a replacement.   Thank you for your
consideration.
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2025 Programs 

January  ~ The Weaving Study Group
February ~  Off the Reservation with Judy Tracey of Tucson Museum of Art

March ~ Surprise!
April Stash Sale & Dessert

‘Twined Rag Rug Technique’
with Yvonne Steinbring

Fridays January  17, 24, 31, 2025
9:30am ~ 12noon

 Valley Presbyterian Church, Room 1 
Class participants will weave a 
placemat size project using strips of 
fabric on a frame loom.  Learn to 
prepare the fabric, warp the loom, 
basic twinning technique, adding 
strips to weave and finish the 
weaving.  Looms and warp will be 

provided.  Participants should bring a sewing shears to the first class.  Yvonne will bring 
samples of her work and talk about the class at the October general meeting. During the 
first class Yvonne talk about the fabric choices and quantities before you actually bring 
weaving fabric for the project. You have the use of a loom to finish your project.

Limit 12 students         
Class Fee: $40.

More Classes on the following pages ...

Registration form on page 13
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‘Create a Painted Leather Parfleche'
   with Debbi Brunner

 
January 22 & 23, 2025 9:30am ~ 2:30pm
(second day my end earlier)

The nomadic Indians of the
Southwest and Plains carried
their ost important belongings in
a deer and sometimes buffalo
skin folding pouch.  They were
painted with symbols from their
respective tribes.  We will create
a version of this cutual article in our to session class.   You will make a folded leather 
style suitable for a shopping list pad and coupons, knitting needle case or a clutch style 
purse that is approximately 10”x 6” folded. The leather will be etched, painted with 
leather dye and sewn as necessary for the case design you’ve chosen to explore. Leather 
piece, dyes, finishing wax and thread will be provided in the workshop kit at Debbi’s 
home studio. 

Limit 6 Students
Class Fee $68. (Includes the workshop kit). 

Student Supply List:
12-18” ruler
Fine tip, permanent black marking pen ( Sharpie or Sakura Pigma)
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