The big news is the NCDOT road closing of US 64 between Highlands and Cashiers. They plan to replace about 11 culverts in the coming weeks. Starting Thursday, October 2, from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., US 64, located somewhere between Cherrywood Drive and the Jackson County line, will be closed.
The other dates for the road closures are unclear, as much depend on weather conditions. I expect this culvert project to take several weeks to complete. NCDOT has been replacing aging and failing culverts throughout Macon County and in other areas. It is work that must be done. Their strategy is to completely replace one or two culverts per night, even repaving the area before reopening the road at 7 a.m. the following morning.
We will depend on NCDOT getting out the information about planned closures. As soon as the town receives updated information, it will be posted on the town's app and website.
Additionally, Tom Neal of the Highlands Cashiers Hospital has been in discussions with officials regarding access to the hospital during the closures. Our fire chief, Ryan Gearhart, has also been in discussions about securing fire protection. 
NCDOT is also doing major work at Bridal Veil Falls on US 64. The road in that area is beginning to erode, like what happened in the gorge area a few years ago. In that event, at the gorge, the road had partially washed away. The good news about the road at Bridal Veil is that it has not washed away; however, it could at any time if another significant rain event occurs. The NCDOT plan is to drive soil nails back into the road where there are rock formations. After that process is complete, metal webbing will be secured to the soil nails. A concrete material will be applied to the metal webbing to provide stabilization of the roadbed.
There will be days when one lane of traffic will be in place so the work can proceed. Some might ask why this repair couldn’t be delayed until after leaf season. My response is that the road is in a critical condition that requires immediate attention to prevent a catastrophic loss of the road. When the lower gorge area was partially washed away, the entire gorge road was shut down for several weeks. NCDOT is being proactive to avoid a total road shutdown.
If you have ridden by the Mirror Lake Bridge, you will notice that the dredging barge has been removed. Additionally, the containment barriers in the lake have been removed, as has much of the equipment that River Sand used during the first dredging phase. Work areas have been restored through hydroseeding of disturbed land. 
The first phase of the Mirror Lake dredging project is complete. The Mirror Lake Improvement Association funded this phase of the project. The five million dollars allocated by the state will fund the remaining phases. McGill Associates continues to develop dredging plans and secure the necessary permits. Once this engineering work is done, the project will be sent out for bids. The resumption of dredging in Mirror Lake is expected to occur sometime in the first or second quarter of 2026. It will be a significantly longer process than Phase One and will involve more equipment and construction activity. Phase one accounted for approximately 10% of the total dredging effort.
