As I have said before, we should help our neighbors who are still recovering from Hurricane Helene. This weekend Sallie and I checked into a downtown hotel in Asheville, went shopping, and dined.
At the restaurant, a very professional young man was our server, and he told us he had worked in several restaurants in Highlands for several years. 
I was curious why he no longer worked in Highlands, so I asked why he left. I should not have been surprised by his answer; I expected it. He told us it was too expensive to live in Highlands, and his long hours and long commute motivated him to leave and work in Asheville. While he liked working in Highlands and the money, he told us Asheville was more affordable, and he liked the community and the friends he had made. In short, he felt a part of the community where he could afford live.
His story is problematic for Highlands and our future. We need a younger generation to live, work, and be a part of our community. But like so many places in American –maybe our situation in Highlands is on steroids--these young professionals, no matter how hard they work, are severely challenged to make ends meet. Think about it: the prohibitive cost of housing, childcare, insurance, and student debt are just some of the stressors facing generations XYZ or whatever the next one is. 
The young man that served us dinner chose to live where he could make connections and be a part of a community. Even the motivation of higher pay by traveling to work in Highlands did not keep him here.
I have said that I want to call a meeting of community leaders to discuss the issue of affordable, workforce, attainable housing. I still plan to do that, but before I do, I have another plan.
I am investing in a podcast system and believe I will be ready to post the first one soon. My goal is to do a series of podcasts on the housing issue before holding a public meeting. I want to bring in experts in housing and community leaders to do a series of podcasts on the housing issue, addressing the challenges, issues, and opportunities of housing in Highlands.
I also want to do a podcast with leaders in other communities that have addressed housing. For instance, Mayor Tim Radford of Murphy recently told me they just built 57 workforce housing units in Murphy. I want to do a podcast with him so we can all learn how they did it.
My goal is to frame the housing issue as a community effort to take action. We will have to study the issue initially in a broad context and then focus on what is attainable in Highlands. There may be multiple options to address the issue.
To me, tackling the housing issue here on the plateau will be a creative process. I do not know what the outcome will be, but as a community we have the determination to address the problem. Honestly, we may have a creative breakthrough or hit a dead end of momentous roadblocks. But I, for one, am willing to show I have the guts to try. I hope others will as well.
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