The monthly Highlands Town Board meeting will take place tonight, Thursday, October 15, at 7 pm at the Highlands Community Center located next to the ball field. If you cannot attend the meeting, you can access it remotely using the YouTube button on the town website. There will be no 6 pm workshop session.
The meeting agenda includes several items that will generate robust discussion about town policy and future plans. As a result, I anticipate the board will direct town staff to draft more specific responses and return to the board later for final actions.
For example, one agenda item is making the two roads to the Highlands Memorial Cemetery one-way, an entry road and an exit road. The rationale is to improve safety as visitors turn onto and off US 64. Residents in the area will also provide input. I anticipate the board will ask the Public Works Committee and the Police Department to develop a specific plan with appropriate signage to implement the one-way traffic.
Another item is to revisit the master plan for the B-1 district. Commissioner Weller requested a master plan for the town property where town hall, the ABC Store, the Highlands Police Department, and the county EMT offices are located. That site also includes the property where the Highlands Playhouse was located. It is my understanding that Commissioner Weller, along with other commissioners, now support extending the scope of the master plan to include the B1 area. I think it is a good idea and a more holistic approach for the area's future development. We should always be open to improvements and upgrading of the townscape.
Another important discussion item is attaching communication lines to town utility poles. Over the past year, the town has installed new, larger utility poles. Yet, we also have a proliferation of double pole areas where communication providers continue to use the older poles and have not attached to the new town poles. In addition, with the ongoing suspension of landline services, those large, heavy copper communication lines are no longer needed. I believe they need to be removed since fiber optic lines are now the standard.
The board will also hear an update from the Highlands Greenway on a new trail they plan to build on property near Sherwood Forest and US 64. The Highlands Greenway has been planning this nature trail for several years, and construction could begin next year.
Finally, the board will hear a report from Chief Andrea Holland on recent bear-hunting activity within town limits. She will review town ordinances and state statutes concerning bear hunting. A representative from the North Carolina Department of Wildlife Resources may attend the meeting to explain state rules and procedures for bear hunting. Currently, discharging a firearm within the town limits is prohibited, so bear hunting cannot occur in Highlands. I foresee no changes to this ordinance because it is a critical public safety issue, not to mention the noise issue. The board has reviewed this hunting issue several times, and it will be on the agenda for this meeting. I hope this discussion gives the public and the board clear information on what the town can and cannot do in this situation.




