
 

 

We are descendants of the Chalon and Esselen survivors of Mission Soledad whose traditional homelands 

encompass significant portions of Monterey and San Benito counties, including all of present -day Pinnacles 

National Park. Some of our people reside on or near our tribal homelands, while many others found refuge 

and subsistence in the distant regions of the city of Bakersfield, Kings county and elsewhere in California.  
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Our Mission  

The mission of the Chalon Indian Council of Bakersfield is to 

develop tribal resources, protect and preserve Native American 

heritage and cultural traditions, seek Federal recognition for our 

descendants, assist  Native Americans in pursuing higher edu-

cation, assist members seeking tribal affiliation, and to promote  

and refer healthcare services to Native Americans.  

Upcoming Events 
The Council board meets the second Tues-

day of the month via zoom. Contact us at 

chaloncouncil@gmail.com to access our 

meeting. 

§ Dec 13  Chalon Council  

   Meeting via Zoom 

 

§ Jan 10  Chalon Council  

   Meeting via Zoom 

  

§ Feb 14  Chalon Council  

   Meeting via Zoom 

 

§ March 14  Chalon Council  

   Meeting via Zoom 

 

§ March 24-26  Equinox Ceremony  

   at Pinnacles Park 
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DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ǉǳŀǊπ

ǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтǘƘ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ ōƛ-ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

ŜǉǳƛƴƻȄ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ tƛƴƴŀŎƭŜǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘπ

ŜǊ ом ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tƛƴƴŀŎƭŜǎ tŀǊƪ ǎǘŀũ όǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ hƴ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ уǘƘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŦǊȅ ōǊŜŀŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Dhb!κDh!b ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ŀƪŜǊǎŬŜƭŘ !ƳŜǊƛπ

Ŏŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ он ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ прлҌ 

ŦǊȅ ōǊŜŀŘǎΗ vǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ  

hƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜΣ L ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ŀƴ aƛƎǳŜƭ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ tƛǳ

-¦ƛƴŀ ǿŀǎ ōǊǳǘŀƭƭȅ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ tƛǳ-

¦ƛƴŀ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /Ƙŀƭƻƴ-

9ǎǎŜƭŜƴ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ L ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ 

ƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŀǧŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΦ  

Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ŜǉǳƛƴƻȄ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘ нп-нсΣ нлно ŀǘ 

tƛƴƴŀŎƭŜǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘŜƴǘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ŎŜǊŜƳƻπ

ƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ нпǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊκw± ǎƛǘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ 

ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦƎƻǾΦ  

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎτ 

!ǳŘǊŜȅ wΦ !ƭǾŀǊŀŘƻΣ tƘΦ 5Φ 

/ƘŀƛǊǿƻƳŀƴ 
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Presentation with Cultural Craft Activity. Friday September 16th ï Dr. Babalis welcomed 

attendees and introduced Dr. Alvarado who then introduced Dr. Kenneth Hansen, Arianne 

Garcia, Cameron Garcia, and Lizzie Arriaga. Ms. Garcia started with program with a pray-

er, as is our custom for our activities. Ms. Arriaga led us all in song. Dr. Hansen provided 

an overview of the Chalon people and their presence in the Pinnacles area. Ms. Garcia 

shared her personal experience identifying as Chalon and described some of the items she 

brought to share, such as drums and use of various plants. Mr. Garcia, a Chalon youth lead-

er shared his views on becoming aware of his heritage at an early age and how he plans to 

become an archaeologist in order to be of service to his people. Ms. Arriaga shared addi-

tional songs and invited the audience to join in. A brochure was distributed that was created 

for the event telling the story of our Chalon-Esselen ancestor ï Piu-Uina.  

Cultural Craft Activity. Dr. Alvarado invited all 40 or so attendees to create their own med-

icine bag and described the types of items one would insert in their bag. Tribal members 

who made the medicine bag kits were available to demonstrate how to complete the bag. 

Each participant then received a t-shirt with the phrase ï Pinnacles National Park Heart-

land of the Chalon People. All were invited to join the walking tour scheduled for the fol-

lowing day. 

Walking Tour of Pinnacles National Park. Saturday September 17th ð Dr. Babalis and 

his staff, along with Superintendent Stransky led a group of about 25 tribal members and a 

few campers on a short tour of the park, highlighting the Bacon Family Homestead. He 

shared a bit of history about the Chalon people that members found quite informative and 

interesting.  

Tribal Regalia. Tribal members will work with experienced individuals on how to make 
Chalon regalia. The completed items will be presented to Pinnacles National Park for dis-

play. Authentic materials have or will be obtained. Training sessions will be conducted with 
experienced instructors and many tribal ñhandsò will be involved in this project. The ses-
sion will be videotaped for use by Pinnacles National Park.  

Equinox Ceremony. Saturday September 17th we held our equinox ceremony. We had 31 
attendees ranging in age from 5-85 years of age to celebrate Autumn Equinox in our home-
land Pinnacles National Park (we refer to it as the Heartland of the Chalon People). Addi-
tional individuals participating in our Equinox ceremony included the Park Superintendent, 
Blanca Alvarez Stransky and 7 park rangers. Our cooking team fed us all very well. A shout 
out to the teamðSonya and Frank Dorado, Natalie, Tom and Elijah Garcia and Larry 
Lopez See photos below. 



 

 

 
 
 

Chalon Members assembling the medicine 
bag kits. Nicole Alvarado, Peggi Alvarez, Au-
brie Flores, Janine Dorado and Sonya Dora-
do.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Presenters: Arriane Garcia, Lizzie Arriaga, Ken Hansen and Cameron Garcia. 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 


