
 

 

We are descendants of the Chalon and Esselen, survivors of Mission Soledad whose traditional home-

lands encompass significant portions of Monterey and San Benito counties, including all of present -day 

Pinnacles National Park. Some of our people reside on or near our tribal homelands, while many others 

found refuge and subsistence in the distant regions of the city of Bakersfield, Kings county and else-

where in CA.  
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Our Mission  

The mission of the Chalon Indian Council of Bak-

ersfield is to develop tribal resources, protect and 

preserve Native American heritage and cultural 

traditions, seek Federal recognition for our de-

scendants, assist Native Americans in pursuing 

higher education, assist members seeking tribal 

affiliation, and promote healthcare services to Na-

tive Americans.  

Upcoming Events  2024-2025 
The Council board meets the second 

Tuesday of the month at 6:30 via zoom. 

Contact us at chaloncouncil@gmail.com 

to access our meetings.  

§ Dec  8 Holiday Gathering  12-4 

  American Legon Hall 

§ Dec 10   Chalon Council  via Zoom 

§ Jan 14 Chalon Council  via Zoom 

§ Feb 11 Chalon Council  via Zoom 

§ March 11 Chalon Council  via Zoom 

§ March 22 Equinox Ceremony Bakers-

  field Ming Park  

§ April 8 Chalon Council  via Zoom 

§ April TBD Elections/General Meeting
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/I!Lw²ha!bΩ{ /hwb9w 

.ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ !ƭƭ 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ L ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ 

ǘǊƛōŜ ƛƴ нлнпΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŀŎπ

ǝŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎτ/ƻǳǎƛƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 

.ŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ƻǳǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 

ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ōŜǎǘƻǿπ

ƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǳǇƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǧŜǊ 

ǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΦ 

 

!ǳŘǊŜȅ wΦ !ƭǾŀǊŀŘƻΣ tƘΦ5Φ 

/ƘŀƛǊǿƻƳŀƴ 

ŎƘŀƭƻƴŎƻǳƴŎƛƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

 



 

 



 

 

9ǉǳƛƴƻȄ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нм-ннΣ нлнп 

IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ 

/ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ŀǘ tƛƴƴŀŎƭŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ  

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нмΣ нлнпΣ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ tƛƴƴŀŎƭŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ {ƻƴȅŀ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴƪ 5ƻǊŀŘƻΣ !Ǌƛπ
ŀƴƴŜΣ aŀƴƴȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳŜǊƻƴ DŀǊŎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ !ǳŘǊŜȅ !ƭǾŀǊŀŘƻ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ 
ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎϥǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ пр ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ с ǘƻ фо ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƻƭŘΦ CƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƪ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ ŎŜǊŜπ
Ƴƻƴȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ōȅ !ŎǝƴƎ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ WǳƭƛŜ 5Ǌǳπ
ƎŀǘȊΦ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΣ Ϧ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴŘƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ tƛƴπ
ƴŀŎƭŜǎ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘŀƭƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ L ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀȅΦϦ ¢Ǌƛōπ
ŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘŜŘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƴπ
ǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŜǎΣ ǿŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ǿŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀΣ ŀŘƻǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƻǊ ŦŜŀǘƘπ
ŜǊǎΣ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜπ
Ǿƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴϥǎ ǊŜƎŀƭƛŀΦ 

hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ннΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀǘ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅ ƻŦ {ƻƭƛπ
ǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ {ƻƭŜŘŀŘΣ /!Φ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ǿŀǊƳƭȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
ƛƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ϦǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜϦ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ƻƭŜŘŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΣ 
tƛǳ-¦ƛƴŀΦ ¢ƘƛǊǘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻǳǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛǎƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ 
ǝƳŜΦ όtƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜǎύ 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Elders Gathering October 5, 2024 

hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ рΣ нлнпΣ ǘƘŜ /Ƙŀƭƻƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ .ŀƪŜǊǎŬŜƭŘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘ IƻŘŜƭΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ŀƪŜǊǎŬŜƭŘΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΦ ±ƛŎǘƻπ

Ǌƛŀ aƻǊƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ bƻǊŀ !ƭƻƴǎƻ ŀǎ ±ƛŎŜ-/ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀƴŘ hƭƛǾƛŀ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ŀǎ 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ όCǊŜƴŎƘƛŜύ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊΣ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ {ǳƴƛƎŀΣ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊǊȅ [ƻǇŜȊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŀŶǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ рл 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ DƭƻǊƛŀ aŜŘƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ LǊŜƴŜ {ƻǘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /Ƙŀƭƻƴ bŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƴƻǿ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŬǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 



 

 



 

 

California Indian Conference 

California State University, Fresno 

October 18-19, 2024 

The Chalon Indian Council of Bakersʝeld proudly co-

sponsored the California Indian Conference held at Cal-

ifornia State University, Fresno. Chalon Nation was well 

represented by Audrey Alvarado, Julian Behill, Kala-

ni Burrell, Bridget Escalera, Natalie Garcia, and 

Cameron Garcia. The conference covered a wide range of topics of interest 

to the attendees. 

Our tribal advisor, Dr. Ken Hansen, was an organizer of the event and pre-

sented an engaging discussion on preserving sacred sites in California. An-

other tribal advisor, Dr. Charles Ettner, shared information about his up-

coming book on the California Native American tribes in the Pinnacles area. 

Dr. Ettner had met with the Council during their October meeting to share 

his writings and receive feedback. 



 

 

»ŹƣƸƣúŗƸƨ AŗƨƎŢúǖĭģ úƸ ƸŔĭ [úŢŢĭƣǖ úƸ ƸŔĭ  

9úŢŗŀŹƣůŗú _ůģŗúů  9ŹůŀĭƣĭůĖĭĹ 9úŢŗŀŹƣůŗú ÅƸúƸĭ ÔůŗǓĭƣƨŗƸǖğ YƣĭƨůŹ 

 



 

 

 

.!LItϥǎ пǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ bŀǝǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ aƻƴǘƘ 

[ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ  

The Bakersfield American Indian Health Project (BAIHP) hosted its fourth annual Na-

tive American Heritage Month Luncheon, "Roc Your Mocs," on Saturday, November 

2, 2024, at the Marriott Hotel in Bakersfield. The event opened with a special recogni-

tion of Council member Bridget Escalera for her exceptional service as a long-time 

board member of BAIHP. Ms. Escalera was honored with special gifts and delivered a 

heartfelt speech about her Chalon heritage and her time on the BAIHP board. Chalon 

members in attendance, including her mother, Vivian Canez, were beaming with pride 

for her recognition. Congratulations, Bridget! 

The meeting featured a fashion show showcasing regalia created by participants in the 

BAIHP weekly regalia-making sessions, along with a demonstration from the weekly 

tai chi class. Attendees also enjoyed raffle prizes and vendor handouts. 



 

 

7!]_» ņƸŔ !ůůǈúŢ {úƸŗǓĭ !ŪĭƣŗĖúů ]ĭƣŗƸúŋĭ yŹůƸŔ qǈůĖŔĭŹů  

¿ĭŋúŢŗú YúƨŔŗŹů ÅŔŹǔ 



 

 

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 9ǾŜƴǘΥ bŀǝǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ  

5ŜƴǘŀƭƛǳƳ bŜŎƪƭŀŎŜ aŀƪƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ  

The Chalon Indian Council of Bakersfield sponsored a special event on October 

22, 2024, at the Avani Staffing office. Leann Miranda shared her expertise and 

taught a group of 25 eager participants, of all ages, how to make Native Ameri-

can- style necklaces using dentalium shells. These shells, also known as tooth or 

tusk shells, are a type of seashell from scaphopod mollusks used in indigenous 

jewelry. 

The workshop was a huge success, with all participants leaving with a beautiful 

necklace of their own. The hands-on experience provided a meaningful connec-

tion to our Native American craftsmanship and cultural heritage. 


