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One of my favorite times
of year is spring and summer. |
love warm weather; it invigor-
ates me to get outside and en-
joy the sunshine, smell cut
grass, bike rides, walks, watch-
ing things blossom and grow,
etc. When | think of warmer
weather, | think of picnics,
swimming, camping, hiking,
and yes, even jogging, not that
| jog anymore.

When we think of jog-
ging (running), we also need to
think of the Word of God be-
cause it speaks of our Chris-
tian walk as if running a race.
We all realize that following the
Lord's ways, methods, stand-
ards, and principles is more
than a leisurely jog in the park.
It is not a matter of whether we
will run in the race. When we
follow Jesus, we are put in the
race. So, it is not a question of
whether we will run but how
well we will run. So, are we
running the racing, or just slow-
ly walking, or have we given up
and just stood still? Are we
running without direction and
purpose?

| Corinthians 9:24 "Do
you not know that in a race all
the runners run, but only one

Run the Race

gets the prize? Run in such a
way as to get the prize. “How
do we run? Do you run to
win? If one day we decided to
run and put on some running
shoes and go out to run, it
would not be easy because
we are not in shape. Running
requires discipline. We must
be disciplined to run daily. As
runners in God's race, we
must also be disciplined. We
need to read the Word of God
and pray daily. As we read
the Word of God daily and
pray, we will be motivated
and have the strength to run
the race the Lord has set be-
fore us and win. Are we com-
peting to win the prize?

When runners run a
race, they must follow the
rules. They cannot elbow
someone to move them out of
the way. They cannot trip oth-
ers to get ahead. | Corinthi-
ans 9:27 "No, | beat my body
and make it my slave so that
after | have preached to oth-
ers, | myself will not be dis-
qualified for the prize" We
must live according to God's
Word and His principles. We
must become more Christ-
like. So, we gladly give to
God's Word and His ways.
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We run by His rules. We follow
His guidelines.

In a race, we do not
want to be distracted by things.
Runners must keep their minds
on the race. In our race for the
Lord, we cannot let things dis-
tract us. We cannot allow sin to
slow us down. Hebrews tells
us, "Therefore since we are
surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entan-
gles, and let us run with perse-
verance the race marked out
for us." We also must be willing
to persevere. We are not just
jogging around the block; our
race is like a marathon. A mar-
athon takes endurance; it takes
breaking through the wall that
all runners seem to hitin its
long-distance race. In our daily
life, circumstances try to hinder
us from finishing. It might seem
like we are always fighting
against a headwind. Marathon
runners cannot give us just be-
cause it is challenging, and
they push through the pain. So
we must never give up! We
can say with Paul in Il Timothy
4:7-8, "l have fought the good
fight, | have finished the race, |
have kept the faith. Now there
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Get involved, find a place to help.

We all have something to give. We
need greeters, ushers, maintenance,
socials, visitations, children, youth,

“In order to realize the worth of food center, music, socials, driving
an anchor, we need to feel the ete.
stress of the storm.”—-Corrie VOLUNTEER
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Children’s Corner
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There are two ways
from the park to home.
y Can you find both?

Bring Your Friends and Join
the Fun at Churchl!

Sunday Morning
10:30 am
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is in store for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, will award
to me on that day—and not on-
Grilled Bacon, Egg and Cheese Zucchini Boats ly to me but also to all who

have longed for his appearing."

Ingredients Let' t :
rmined to run th
e 2 medium zucchinis (about 1 pound 9 ounces total and/or each about 9 et's be dete ed ord ©
inches long) race, persevere, finish, and al-
e 1 tablespoon olive oil ways follow the Lord's ways,
» Kosher salt and freshly ground I _ giving your all-in-all focus on

black pepper

e 1/4 cup extra-sharp shredded
Cheddar (about 1 ounce)

e 1/4 cup grated Havarti cheese
(about 1 ounce)

e 1/4 cup finely chopped fresh

chives

1/4 cup heavy cream

4 large eggs

1 clove garlic, grated

4 strips bacon

the finish line.

Directions

Prepare a grill for medium-high indirect heat: For gas grills (with 3 or more
burners), turn all the burners to medium-high heat; after about 15 minutes turn
off the middle burner for 3-burner grills or the 2 middle burners for grills with 4
or more burners and keep the other 2 burners at medium high. Set up a drip
pan on the other side to avoid flare-ups. (The grill should be around 400 de-
grees F. Be sure to consult the grill manufacturer’s guide for the best results.)

Slice the zucchinis down the middle, lengthwise like a hotdog, so that you have
4 long, equal pieces of zucchini. Use a teaspoon to remove the flesh of the
zucchini, being sure to leave a 1/4-inch border and to not pierce the bottom of
the zucchini. Finely chop 1/2 cup of the zucchini flesh and discard or save the
remainder for another use. Place the chopped zucchini flesh into a clean kitch-
en towel and wring out as much liquid as possible. Place the zucchini flesh into
a medium liquid measuring cup or bowl.

Flip the zucchini boats over so that the peel side is facing up and brush all four
pieces with olive oil. Season the peel side with 1/4 teaspoon salt and a few
grinds of pepper, then flip over and season the flesh side with another 1/4 tea-
spoon salt and a few grinds of pepper.

Add the Cheddar, Havarti, chives, cream, eggs, garlic, 1 teaspoon salt and a
few grinds of pepper to the liquid measuring cup or bowl with the zucchini
flesh. Whisk until well combined. Pour the mixture into the cavity of each zuc-
chini boat.

Using both hands to lift the zucchini carefully, place the filled boat in the mid-
dle of the grill over indirect heat (where the burner is turned off), cover,
and cook until the eggs have puffed up slightly and are just set, 25 to 30
minutes. Use grilling tongs to remove the zucchini to a cutting board. Care-
fully wrap each zucchini boat in 1 of the bacon strips. Return to the grill over
indirect heat and continue grilling, covered, until the eggs are completely set
and the bacon is warmed and just crispy, 18 to 20 minutes.




Nuggets of Treasure

Luke 10:25-37 “And be-
hold, a lawyer stood up to put
him to the test, saying,
“Teacher, what shall | do to in-
herit eternal life?” He said to
him, “What is written in the
Law? How do you read it?”
And he answered, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind, and
your neighbor as yourself.”
And he said to him, “You have
answered correctly; do this,
and you will live.” But he, de-
siring to justify himself, said to
Jesus, “And who is my neigh-
bor?” Jesus replied, “A man
was going down from Jerusa-
lem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped
him and beat him and depart-
ed, leaving him half dead. Now
by chance, a priest was going
down that road, and when he
saw him, he passed by on the
other side. So likewise, a Le-
vite, when he came to the
place and saw him, passed by
on the other side. But a Samar-
itan, as he journeyed, came to
where he was, and when he
saw him, he had compassion.
He went to him and bound up
his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine. Then he set him on his
own animal and brought him to
an inn and took care of him.
And the next day, he took out
two denarii and gave them to
the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take
care of him, and whatever
more you spend, | will repay
you when | come back.” Which
of these three, do you think,

Everyday Godly Living

proved to be a neighbor to
the man who fell among the
robbers?”

To truly understand the
impact of this story, we must
realize that Samaritans and
Jews were enemies. So, the
people in the story that we
expect to help the injured
man walked on by, but the
person who was supposed to
be the enemy helped and
went the extra mile. Are we
liking the lawyer in the story
asking, “Who is our neigh-
bor?” Our neighbor is anyone
we can help.

Jesus tells us that if we
love God with all our hearts
and love our neighbor as our-
selves, we will help others in
need. We will have compas-
sion. Are we a person who
helps those in need even if it
costs us something, incon-
venience, time, or money?
Are we a neighbor to anyone
in need, even those who are
unlike us?

An outgrowth of our
love for God will cause us to
respond to fellow humans.
We are to love and be neigh-
bors to those who are part of
our lives, those we meet.
Kindness or being a neighbor
is not found in a racial bond,
nationality, color, gender,
proximity, or by living in a
specific neighborhood. We
become neighbors by re-
sponding sensitively to the
needs of others. Such was
the example of the Samari-
tan, who not only comforted

the beaten man’s wounds but
also took him to a place of
shelter, cared for him, and
made sure his needs were
met. The Samaritan cared for a
person he had never seen be-
fore. Without asking questions,
he was merciful and kind to a
person half-dead. By reviving
life, he shows life. If we look to
limit those we serve, we need
to take notice of the lesson Je-
sus taught the lawyer. The
question is not who we may or
may not serve but serving
where a need exists. We are
not to look to regulate who our
neighbors might be. Instead,
we are to be neighbors to
those whose needs we can
meet. The key in life, as a be-
liever, is to love God and love
others.

5




JUNE 2023

Children/Youth

6:30pm Music Prac-
tice
7pm Evening Service

Feed the Needy
12 pm- 2:00 pm

7pm
Bible Study

Feed the Needy
4 pm- 6 pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Feed the Needy
4 pm- 6 pm
4 5 6 7 8 ] 10
10: MW,
O.30am / Feed the Needy
Children/Youth 12 pm- 2:00 pm
6:30pm Music Prac- Feed the Needy
tice 7pm 4 pm- 6 pm
7pm Evening Service Bible Study
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10: MW,
O.30am / Feed the Needy
Children/Youth 12 pm- 2:00 pm
6:30pm Music Prac- Feed the Needy
tice 7pm 4 pm- 6 pm
7pm Evening Service Bible Study
18 19 20 21 22 03 24
Father’s Day
10:30am MW/ Feed the Needy
Children/Youth 12 pm- 2:00 pm
Feed the Needy
7pm 4 pm- 6 pm
Bible Study
25 26 27 28 29 30
10:30am MW/




