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OPINION 
 
“Latinos Have Already Proven Loyalty. Now the 
Country Must Prove Its Loyalty to Us Before It Asks 
for More of Our Children.” 
 

For generations, Latinos have answered this nation’s call—on the fac-
tory floor, in the fields, in classrooms, in hospitals, and on the front 
lines of every major U.S. conflict. Our 
families have sent sons and daugh-
ters into uniform long before the 
country was willing to see us as 
equals. Today, more than 1.5 million 
Latino veterans live in the United 
States, a number that has grown 
steadily even as the overall veteran 
population has declined. According 
to federal labor data, the Latino vet-
eran population increased by 25% 
between 2008 and 2023, while the 
total veteran population fell by nearly 
20% during the same period. That is 
not the profile of a community avoid-
ing service. It is the profile of a com-
munity that has consistently stepped 
forward. 
 
Yet despite this record of loyalty, the 
country continues to treat Latino com-
munities as disposable labor and de-
portable bodies. Immigration raids 
tear apart mixed-status families. Latino citizens are profiled as for-
eigners in their own neighborhoods. And even within the military itself, 
Latino service members report discrimination at rates higher than 
many other groups. A 2025 survey by the American Latino Veterans 
Association found that more than half of Latino veterans—54%—ex-
perienced discrimination during their service, even as they ex-
pressed deep pride in their contributions to the nation. 
 
The data inside the Department of Defense tells a similar story. Latinos 
now make up 18–19% of the active-duty force, a share that has 
grown steadily for two decades. But that growth is concentrated in the 
enlisted ranks. In the officer corps—where decisions, promotions, and 
long-term benefits are shaped—Latinos remain significantly underrep-
resented. The pipeline is full of Latino youth willing to serve; the bottle-
neck is a system that has not yet learned how to value them. 
 
If you graphed the last twenty years of military demographics, the 
trend would be unmistakable: 
• The Latino line rises, year after year. 
• The White non-Hispanic line declines. 
• The Black line holds steady, and 
• The Asian, Native, and multiracial lines slowly climb. 
 
The future of the U.S. military is a future of color. The question is 
whether the country will honor that reality—or continue to rely on our 
bodies while denying our communities justice. 
 
Some families, including my own, are beginning to ask a question that 
previous generations were too humble, too hopeful, or too afraid to 
ask: Why should we continue volunteering our children for a coun-
try that has not yet confronted its own systemic racism? This is not 
disloyalty. It is accountability. It is a demand that the nation finally 
match our service with respect, opportunity, and equal protection 
under the law. 
 
The United States is entering an era of labor shortages across nearly 
every sector—health care, manufacturing, education, transportation, 
and yes, the military. Every demographic projection shows that the 
country will depend more heavily on Latino workers and Latino youth 

to sustain its economy and its defense. In other words, America needs 
us more than ever. And that gives our community leverage we have 
never had before. 
 
Historically, communities of color have used their bodies—whether in 
labor, in protest, or in military service—as a form of political expres-
sion. During the Vietnam era, the Chicano Moratorium challenged the 
disproportionate deaths of Mexican American soldiers. Black civil 
rights leaders questioned why young men should fight abroad while 
being denied dignity at home. These movements were not anti-Ameri-

can. They were profoundly Ameri-
can: they insisted that citizenship 
must mean more than sacrifice; it 
must also mean equality. 
 
Today’s Latino community stands 
at a similar crossroads. We have 
proven our loyalty in every measur-
able way—through service, 
through work, through cultural and 
economic contributions that now 
generate a Latino GDP exceed-
ing $3 trillion. The question is no 
longer whether Latinos are com-
mitted to this country. The question 
is whether this country is prepared 
to show the same commitment to 
us. 
 
Before America asks for more of 
our children, it must confront the 
policies that criminalize our fam-
ilies. It must dismantle the barriers 
that keep Latino service members 

stuck in the lowest ranks. It must ensure that the next generation of La-
tino soldiers, nurses, engineers, and public servants inherit a nation 
that sees them not as labor to be used, but as citizens to be valued. 
 
Loyalty is not a one-way street. Latinos have upheld our end of the 
promise. Now the country must uphold its own. 
 

OPINIÓN 
 
“Los latinos ya hemos demostrado lealtad; ahora este país debe 
demostrar la suya antes de pedirnos más de nuestros hijos.” 
 
Durante generaciones, los latinos hemos respondido al llamado de 
esta nación: en las fábricas, en los campos, en las aulas, en los hospi-
tales y en cada frente de guerra. Nuestras familias han enviado hijos e 
hijas al servicio militar mucho antes de que este país estuviera dis-
puesto a vernos como iguales. Hoy, más de 1.5 millones de vetera-
nos latinos viven en Estados Unidos, una cifra que ha crecido de 
manera constante incluso mientras la población total de veteranos dis-
minuye. Según datos federales, la población de veteranos latinos au-
mentó 25% entre 2008 y 2023, mientras que la población total de 
veteranos cayó casi 20% en ese mismo periodo. Eso no es evasión 
del servicio. Es evidencia de compromiso. 
 
Sin embargo, a pesar de este historial de lealtad, el país sigue tra-
tando a nuestras comunidades como mano de obra desechable y 
cuerpos deportables. Las redadas migratorias destruyen familias de 
estatus mixto. A los ciudadanos latinos se les perfila como extranjeros 
en sus propios vecindarios. Y dentro de las fuerzas armadas, los lat-
inos reportan niveles de discriminación más altos que muchos otros 
grupos. Una encuesta de 2025 de la American Latino Veterans Asso-
ciation reveló que más de la mitad de los veteranos latinos—54%—
experimentaron discriminación durante su servicio, aun cuando 
expresan profundo orgullo por sus contribuciones al país. 
 

By Dr. José A. Flores

....Versión en español continúa en la pag. 10



04 THE COMMUNITY VOICE LA VOZ / MAY 2026 

‘El Chayo’ 
Cervantes 

Guardian Angel

Dr. José A.  
Flores, 

Editor-In-Chief

Odille Parker 
Graphic Design

Concepción  
Flores, 

Guardian 
Angel

03 Editorial by  

     Dr. José A. Flores  

05 Sunday Night Funnies’ 1st All-Hispanic Show 

06 Community News / Noticias de la Comunidad 

08 Left Behind by the Algorithm / Dejados atrás por el Altgoritmo 

11 Latin American in Sports - Gabriela Jaquez 

12 The Manufactures Feeding Michigan: Latino Industrial  

    Powerhouses in the Midwest 

14 May Events / Eventos en Mayo 

15 Michigan Summer Collection Part II 

17 Rodriguez Stops Camozzi, Claims Interim Gold  

     at BKFC 88 in Denver  

19 2026 May Model Search - Miryja  

23 Classifieds / Clasificados 

drjflores1@gmail.com 
Find us on / Encuentranos en: 

Alyssa Flores  
Detroit  

Distribution

Odille S. Parker 
Writer

Inside
 
 

 
©2002-12 by The Community Voice/ 

La Voz MI, LLC. 
The Community Voice/La Voz  

Magazine is published by  
The Community Voice/La Voz MI., LLC 

copyright ©2002-12.  
 
Content contained in this publication 
and on www.lavozweb.com internet 
site are products of the publication 
and are  protected by the copyright 
laws of the United States. The     
copyright laws  prohibit any copying, 
redistributing,  retransmitting, or     
repurposing of any   
copyright-protected material.  

 
Reproduction, either in whole or in 

part is forbidden without the pressed  
written consent of the  publisher. 

 
  

May 2026, Volume 28 - No. 05 
Reaching over 40,000 readers 

Circulation 17,000 copies 
 Printed at Printwell 

To contact The Community Voice/ 
La Voz Magazine 

 please call or write our  
administrative office: 

Attention Dr. José A. Flores,  
Editor-In-Chief, 

 1052 Grandville Ave. S.W.,  
Grand Rapids, MI. 49503 or  

email: drjflores1@gmail.com 
 

Please visit us at our website: 
http://www.lavozweb.com 

All inquiries should be directed to  
 Phone:  616-581-6271  

Andrés  
DelaCruz 

Circulacion  
Saginaw

Kindra A.  
Peterson 

Writer 

Daniel Flores, 
Reporter/ 
Sales Rep 

Grand Rapids

Anthony T.  
Valdez  

Photographer

Homero  
Rodriguez, 

Sales/ Circulation 
Grand Rapids

Dee Rodríguez 
Circulation  

Grand Rapids 

Tom Ozinga 
Editor 

Scooter 
Writer

Lisa Villarreal 
Wiseman 

Writer

Mike Farage 
Writer

Jorge Martínez 
Writer

 Jihyun Ko 
Writer 

Dr. Edgar León  
Writer 

 Dr. DadsyTorres        
Writer 

Reyna Hernández 
Sales  

Representative

Marte Smith 
VP Marketing & 
Public Relations

Pg. 14



THE COMMUNITY VOICE LA VOZ / MAY 2026  05

SUNDAY NIGHT FUNNIES’ 1ST ALL-HISPANIC SHOW  
Brian B. knows a thing or two about comedy. He is the 
creator of The Sunday Night Funnies, a free admission, 
live stand-up comedy show in Grand Rapids that fea-
tures a variety of comics from Michigan and around the 
country.  
 
“I started it in 2008. I think it was my mid-life crisis. 
Some guys just grow a ponytail or buy a motorcycle. I 

started a stand-up comedy show at the age of 50.” Brian B. tries to ap-
peal to everyone in the audience. “The Funnies has always been a di-
verse show. When putting together the lineup each week, I try to have a 
good mix of comedians, be it race, gender or age. I think our audience 
appreciates that as well.” He has had shows with a lineup of all women, 
all comedians over the age of 50 for Older Americans month, all African-
Americans for Black History month, and, most recently, he started his 
Cancer Survivors showcase with comedians who have been affected by 
cancer or are cancer survivors themselves, of which he, himself, is one. 
In fact, since the start of SNF, he has raised over $30,000 for Gilda’s 
Club of Grand Rapids.  
 
Now, he is doing the first all-Hispanic lineup of comedians for SNF on 
May 3. “I wanted to celebrate the contribution Hispanic comedians have 
made to the show through the years and thought Cinco de Mayo would 
be a good time to do it. We’re featuring seven extremely funny comics 
for this show; Armando Sanchez from Indiana, Lakeshore comics Em-
manuel Lechuga and Kevin Sanchez, Kalamazoo comedienne Dom-
inique Martinez, Rio, who hails from Lansing, and Detroit area 
comedians David Lesnieski and Ruben Ruben. Ruben has not per-
formed at SNF for over 10 years, so I’m excited to have him back for this 
special show.”  
 
In addition to a great night of comedy, SNF will be giving away 4 tickets 
to see Selena, the 1997 movie about Tejano music star Selena Quinta-
nilla Perez. The movie is showing at Wealthy Street Theatre on Tuesday, 
May 5 at 7:30 p.m. Both the movie and the show are sponsored by 
community radio station 88.1, WYCE.  

 
The Sunday Night Funnies starts every Sunday night at 7:00 pm at its 
new location at The Chicago Beef Joint at 822 Ottawa, NW, Grand 
Rapids (across the street from The Garage Bar). Come join us for a 
night of fun and laughter! 
 
Brian B. sabe un par de cosas sobre comedia. Es el creador de 
*The Sunday Night Funnies*, un espectáculo de comedia *stand-
up* en vivo y de entrada gratuita en Grand Rapids, que presenta a 
una variedad de comediantes de Michigan y de todo el país. 
 
Ahora, él está organizando la primera alineación de comediantes 
totalmente hispana para el SNF, que tendrá lugar el 3 de Mayo. 
«Quería celebrar la contribución que los comediantes hispanos 
han hecho al espectáculo a lo largo de los años, y pensé que el 
Cinco de Mayo sería un buen momento para hacerlo. Para este 
show presentaremos a siete comediantes sumamente divertidos: 
Armando Sánchez, de Indiana; los comediantes de Lakeshore, Em-
manuel Lechuga y Kevin Sánchez; la comediante de Kalamazoo, 
Dominique Martínez; Rio, oriundo de Lansing; y los comediantes 
del área de Detroit, David Lesnieski y Ruben Ruben.  
Además de una gran noche de comedia, el SNF sorteará 4 entradas 
para ver *Selena*, la película de 1997 sobre la estrella de la música 
tejana Selena Quintanilla Pérez. La película se proyectará en el 
Wealthy Street Theatre el martes 5 de mayo a las 7:30 p. m. Tanto la 
película como el espectáculo están patrocinados por la estación de 
radio comunitaria 88.1, WYCE. 
 
El *Sunday Night Funnies* comienza todos los Domingos por la 
noche a las 7:00 p. m. en su nueva sede: The Chicago Beef Joint, 
ubicado en el 822 de Ottawa NW, Grand Rapids (justo enfrente de 
The Garage Bar). ¡Vengan a acompañarnos para disfrutar de una 
noche de diversión y risas!

By Lisa Wiseman 
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Simon Aguilar Jr., 84, of Grand Rapids, passed away peacefully 
on April 8, 2026. He was a devoted husband, father, and grand-
father, known for his strong work ethic from his years at Kelvinator 
and Steelcase. Simon loved golfing, community involvement, and 
hosting family gatherings, earning the nickname “Two Beer.” He is 
survived by his wife Irma, three children, eight grandchildren, 
three great-grandchildren, and a brother, along with many nieces 
and nephews. Funeral services are on April 15 at Matthysse Kuiper DeGraaf Funeral 
Home, with visitation prior. Memorial contributions can be made to the National Kidney 
Foundation.

 
TRANSFORMANDO LA EDUCACION CON 
INTELIGENCIA ARTIFICIAL: Lo que debe 
saber un educador sobre las destrezas 
requeridas en los trabajos del futuro 
(Spanish Edition) Kindle Edition 
 
Por Dr. Edgar León 
 
Transformando la Educación con Inteligen-
cia Artificial es una guía clara y visionaria 
para educadores, líderes académicos y 
profesionales que quieren entender cómo la 
IA está cambiando el aprendizaje, el trabajo 
y el papel del docente. El libro combina 
ideas prácticas, fundamentos de neurocien-
cia y ética educativa para ayudar al lector a 
enseñar mejor en un mundo acelerado por 
la tecnología.Transformando_la_Educa-
cion_con_IA.docx 
 

www.amazon.com/TRANSFORMANDO-EDUCACION- 
INTELIGENCIA-ARTIFICIAL-requeridas-ebook/dp/B0GXCGRGPB

Women Warriors: The Untold History  
of Women's Boxing 

NEW BOOK ON LINE NOW 
by Jorge A Martinez 

www.barnesandnoble.com/w/women- 
warriors-jorge-a-martinez/1149499702

Obituary Simon Aguilar Jr.

Colin Kaepernick to Publish THE 
PERILOUS FIGHT—his Defining and 

Uncompromising Memoir—with  
Legacy Lit on September 15, 20266

Colin Kaepernick, the renowned Civil Rights 
Activist and former Super Bowl quarterback, 
is set to release his memoir, THE PERILOUS 
FIGHT, on September 15, 2026, published 
by Legacy Lit. The book explores Kaeper-
nick's journey from a Black child adopted by 
a white family in Turlock, California, to his 
pivotal moment of protest during the national 
anthem in 2016. It details his experiences in 
the NFL and his awakening to issues of ra-
cial exploitation and identity. Kaepernick 
emphasizes that his act of kneeling was a 

deliberate choice shaped by 
years of personal and cul-
tural reflection, not an impul-
sive decision. The memoir is described as both personal and political, 
aiming to provide insight into the lasting questions of race, power, and 
justice. Available for pre-order now, the audiobook will feature Kaeper-
nick’s narration, highlighting its urgency and relevance. Kaepernick’s 
story is framed as a collective struggle for equity, encouraging continued 
activism and understanding among all individuals.

Sintoniza Tejano 616 en el 97.3 FM  
con El Doc y el Valluco de DJ's  

 Martes/Tuesdays 
   Jueves/Thursdays  
Domingos/Sundays 

from 12:00 noon -2:00 p.m.

http://www.amazon.com/TRANSFORMANDO-EDUCACION
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/women
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