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SABADOS EN MAYO | 6PM-10PM

jCada hora, dos invitados jugardan el juego Cash Storm para
tener la oportunidad de ganar mds de $16,000 en premios!

6PM | Dos Ganadores Elite/Elite+
7PM-10PM | Dos Ganadores Cada Hora

Visite GunLakeCasino.com para mds detalles

GUN LAKE

CASINO - RESORT

1123 129th Avenue | Wayland, Ml

Consulte el Centro de recompensas para obtener mds informacién. Ser mayores de 21 anos para jugar o participar en promociones. Si cree que tiene problemas con apuestas, llamar al
800.270.7117. ©2026 Gun Lake Tribal Gaming Authority. La direccién se reserva todos los derechos. Pueden aplicarse otras restricciones.




“Latinos Have Already Proven Loyalty. Now the
Country Must Prove Its Loyalty to Us Before It Asks
By Dr. José A. Flores 1O More of Our Children.”

For generations, Latinos have answered this nation’s call—on the fac-
tory floor, in the fields, in classrooms, in hospitals, and on the front
lines of every major U.S. conflict. Our
families have sent sons and daugh-
ters into uniform long before the
country was willing to see us as
equals. Today, more than 1.5 million
Latino veterans live in the United
States, a number that has grown
steadily even as the overall veteran

population has declined. According %
to federal labor data, the Latino vet- !
eran population increased by 25%

between 2008 and 2023, while the
total veteran population fell by nearly
20% during the same period. That is
not the profile of a community avoid-
ing service. It is the profile of a com-
munity that has consistently stepped
forward.

Yet despite this record of loyalty, the
country continues to treat Latino com-
munities as disposable labor and de-
portable bodies. Immigration raids o
tear apart mixed-status families. Latino citizens are profiled as for-
eigners in their own neighborhoods. And even within the military itself,
Latino service members report discrimination at rates higher than
many other groups. A 2025 survey by the American Latino Veterans
Association found that more than half of Latino veterans —54%—ex-
perienced discrimination during their service, even as they ex-
pressed deep pride in their contributions to the nation.

The data inside the Department of Defense tells a similar story. Latinos
now make up 18-19% of the active-duty force, a share that has
grown steadily for two decades. But that growth is concentrated in the
enlisted ranks. In the officer corps—where decisions, promotions, and
long-term benefits are shaped—Latinos remain significantly underrep-
resented. The pipeline is full of Latino youth willing to serve; the bottle-
neck is a system that has not yet learned how to value them.

If you graphed the last twenty years of military demographics, the
trend would be unmistakable:

e The Latino line rises, year after year.

¢ The White non-Hispanic line declines.

¢ The Black line holds steady, and

¢ The Asian, Native, and multiracial lines slowly climb.

The future of the U.S. military is a future of color. The question is
whether the country will honor that reality—or continue to rely on our
bodies while denying our communities justice.

Some families, including my own, are beginning to ask a question that
previous generations were too humble, too hopeful, or too afraid to
ask: Why should we continue volunteering our children for a coun-
try that has not yet confronted its own systemic racism? This is not
disloyalty. It is accountability. It is a demand that the nation finally
match our service with respect, opportunity, and equal protection
under the law.

The United States is entering an era of labor shortages across nearly
every sector—health care, manufacturing, education, transportation,
and yes, the military. Every demographic projection shows that the

country will depend more heavily on Latino workers and Latino youth

to sustain its economy and its defense. In other words, America needs
us more than ever. And that gives our community leverage we have
never had before.

Historically, communities of color have used their bodies—whether in
labor, in protest, or in military service—as a form of political expres-
sion. During the Vietnam era, the Chicano Moratorium challenged the
disproportionate deaths of Mexican American soldiers. Black civil
rights leaders questioned why young men should fight abroad while
being denied dignity at home. These movements were not anti-Ameri-
can. They were profoundly Ameri-
can: they insisted that citizenship
must mean more than sacrifice; it
must also mean equality.

Today’s Latino community stands
at a similar crossroads. We have
proven our loyalty in every measur-
able way—through service,
through work, through cultural and
economic contributions that now
generate a Latino GDP exceed-
| ing $3 trillion. The question is no
longer whether Latinos are com-
mitted to this country. The question
is whether this country is prepared
to show the same commitment to
us.

- i

Before America asks for more of
' our children, it must confront the
policies that criminalize our fam-
ilies. It must dismantle the barriers
that keep Latino service members
stuck in the lowest ranks. It must ensure that the next generation of La-
tino soldiers, nurses, engineers, and public servants inherit a nation
that sees them not as labor to be used, but as citizens to be valued.

Loyalty is not a one-way street. Latinos have upheld our end of the
promise. Now the country must uphold its own.

“Los latinos ya hemos demostrado lealtad; ahora este pais debe
demostrar la suya antes de pedirnos mas de nuestros hijos.”

Durante generaciones, los latinos hemos respondido al llamado de
esta nacion: en las fabricas, en los campos, en las aulas, en los hospi-
tales y en cada frente de guerra. Nuestras familias han enviado hijos e
hijas al servicio militar mucho antes de que este pals estuviera dis-
puesto a vernos como iguales. Hoy, mas de 1.5 millones de vetera-
nos latinos viven en Estados Unidos, una cifra que ha crecido de
manera constante incluso mientras la poblacion total de veteranos dis-
minuye. Segun datos federales, la poblacion de veteranos latinos au-
mentd 25% entre 2008 y 2023, mientras que la poblacion total de
veteranos cayo casi 20% en ese mismo periodo. Eso no es evasion
del servicio. Es evidencia de compromiso.

Sin embargo, a pesar de este historial de lealtad, el pais sigue tra-
tando a nuestras comunidades como mano de obra desechable y
cuerpos deportables. Las redadas migratorias destruyen familias de
estatus mixto. A los ciudadanos latinos se les perfila como extranjeros
en sus propios vecindarios. Y dentro de las fuerzas armadas, los lat-
inos reportan niveles de discriminacion mas altos que muchos otros
grupos. Una encuesta de 2025 de la American Latino Veterans Asso-
ciation reveld que mas de la mitad de los veteranos latinos —54%—
experimentaron discriminacion durante su servicio, aun cuando
expresan profundo orgullo por sus contribuciones al pais.

....Version en espafiol continda en la pag. 10
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SUNDAY NIGHT FUNNIES' 1ST ALL-HISPANIC SHOW

Brian B. knows a thing or two about comedy. He is the

creator of The Sunday Night Funnies, a free admission,

live stand-up comedy show in Grand Rapids that fea-

tures a variety of comics from Michigan and around the
5 country.

“| started it in 2008. | think it was my mid-life crisis.
By Lisa Wiseman g, ne guys just grow a ponytail or buy a motorcycle. |
started a stand-up comedy show at the age of 50.” Brian B. tries to ap-
peal to everyone in the audience. “The Funnies has always been a di-
verse show. When putting together the lineup each week, | try to have a
good mix of comedians, be it race, gender or age. | think our audience
appreciates that as well.” He has had shows with a lineup of all women,
all comedians over the age of 50 for Older Americans month, all African-
Americans for Black History month, and, most recently, he started his
Cancer Survivors showcase with comedians who have been affected by
cancer or are cancer survivors themselves, of which he, himself, is one.
In fact, since the start of SNF, he has raised over $30,000 for Gilda’s
Club of Grand Rapids.

Now, he is doing the first all-Hispanic lineup of comedians for SNF on
May 3. “I wanted to celebrate the contribution Hispanic comedians have
made to the show through the years and thought Cinco de Mayo would
be a good time to do it. We're featuring seven extremely funny comics
for this show; Armando Sanchez from Indiana, Lakeshore comics Em-
manuel Lechuga and Kevin Sanchez, Kalamazoo comedienne Dom-
inique Martinez, Rio, who hails from Lansing, and Detroit area
comedians David Lesnieski and Ruben Ruben. Ruben has not per-
formed at SNF for over 10 years, so I'm excited to have him back for this
special show.”

In addition to a great night of comedy, SNF will be giving away 4 tickets
to see Selena, the 1997 movie about Tejano music star Selena Quinta-
nilla Perez. The movie is showing at Wealthy Street Theatre on Tuesday,
May 5 at 7:30 p.m. Both the movie and the show are sponsored by
community radio station 88.1, WYCE.

%Sunday Night Funnies

standup comedy

All- Hispanic lineup

Kevin  David  Rio Ruben

E&ﬂ:ﬂ“ﬂ_f",ﬂﬁ’ Sanchez Lesnieski Ruben
“BEE ADMISSION  cousnians
F RE 7 PV oV Across

THE MIDWEST

' Plus, you'll have the chance
w, Uc,e to win four tickets to
\_/ see the movie Selena at
Wealthy Theatre
Tuesday, May 5 7:30P
See the Sunday Night Funnies
Facebook page for details!
I . 822 Ottawa NW

CHlCAG@“""‘““""“

Him b (across from
oBEcF OINT + Garage Bar)

WEALTHY|
THEATRE

|

The Sunday Night Funnies starts every Sunday night at 7:00 pm at its
new location at The Chicago Beef Joint at 822 Ottawa, NW, Grand
Rapids (across the street from The Garage Bar). Come join us for a
night of fun and laughter!

Brian B. sabe un par de cosas sobre comedia. Es el creador de
*The Sunday Night Funnies*, un espectaculo de comedia *stand-
up* en vivo y de entrada gratuita en Grand Rapids, que presenta a
una variedad de comediantes de Michigan y de todo el pais.

Ahora, él esta organizando la primera alineacion de comediantes
totalmente hispana para el SNF, que tendra lugar el 3 de Mayo.
«Queria celebrar la contribucion que los comediantes hispanos
han hecho al espectaculo a lo largo de los anos, y pensé que el
Cinco de Mayo seria un buen momento para hacerlo. Para este
show presentaremos a siete comediantes sumamente divertidos:
Armando Sanchez, de Indiana; los comediantes de Lakeshore, Em-
manuel Lechuga y Kevin Sanchez; la comediante de Kalamazoo,
Dominique Martinez; Rio, oriundo de Lansing; y los comediantes
del area de Detroit, David Lesnieski y Ruben Ruben.

Ademas de una gran noche de comedia, el SNF sorteara 4 entradas
para ver *Selena*, la pelicula de 1997 sobre la estrella de la musica
tejana Selena Quintanilla Pérez. La pelicula se proyectara en el
Wealthy Street Theatre el martes 5 de mayo a las 7:30 p. m. Tanto la
pelicula como el espectaculo estan patrocinados por la estacion de
radio comunitaria 88.1, WYCE.

El *Sunday Night Funnies* comienza todos los Domingos por la
noche a las 7:00 p. m. en su nueva sede: The Chicago Beef Joint,
ubicado en el 822 de Ottawa NW, Grand Rapids (justo enfrente de
The Garage Bar). jVengan a acompanarnos para disfrutar de una
noche de diversion y risas!

JA\[\VileXe =) d(_)h rde es
disenado para ti.

palda

;Le duele el cuello y la espalda? Trinity Health tiene los
ultimos métodos y tecnologias para ayudarle. Nuestro
equipo busca muchas opciones para crear el plan de
tratamiento justo para usted. Desde terapia ocupacional
y manejo del dolor hasta cirugias de columna avanzadas,
despidase de la vida con dolor. Comuniquese con el
programa de columna de Trinity Health hoy y vuelva

a disfrutar sus actividades diarias.

Pongase en contacto con los expertos
en columna de Trinity Health en:

TrinityHealthMl.org/Spine

Trinity Health We See All of You™
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Women Warriors: The Untold History
of Women's Boxing
NEW BOOK ON LINE NOW
by Jorge A Martinez
www.barnesandnoble.com/w/women-
warriors-jorge-a-martinez/1149499702

WOMEN

THE UNTOLD HISTORY OF WOMEN'S BOXING

WWW.THEHEAT973.COM

Simon Aguilar Jr.

Simon Aguilar Jr., 84, of Grand Rapids, passed away peacefully
on April 8, 2026. He was a devoted husband, father, and grand-
father, known for his strong work ethic from his years at Kelvinator
and Steelcase. Simon loved golfing, community involvement, and
hosting family gatherings, earning the nickname “Two Beer.” He is
survived by his wife Irma, three children, eight grandchildren,
three great-grandchildren, and a brother, along with many nieces
and nephews. Funeral services are on April 15 at Matthysse Kuiper DeGraaf Funeral
Home, with visitation prior. Memorial contributions can be made to the National Kidney
Foundation.

Colin Kaepernick to Publish THE
PERILOUS FIGHT —his Defining and

Uncompromising Memoir—with
Legacy Lit on September 15, 2026

Colin Kaepernick, the renowned Civil Rights
Activist and former Super Bowl quarterback,
is set to release his memoir, THE PERILOUS
FIGHT, on September 15, 2026, published
by Legacy Lit. The book explores Kaeper-
nick's journey from a Black child adopted by
a white family in Turlock, California, to his
pivotal moment of protest during the national
anthem in 2016. It details his experiences in
the NFL and his awakening to issues of ra-
cial exploitation and identity. Kaepernick
empha5|zes that his act of kneeling was a

ey deliberate choice shaped by
years of personal and cul-
tural reflection, not an impul-
sive decision. The memoir is described as both personal and political,
aiming to provide insight into the lasting questions of race, power, and
| justice. Available for pre-order now, the audiobook will feature Kaeper-
nick’s narration, highlighting its urgency and relevance. Kaepernick’s
story is framed as a collective struggle for equity, encouraging continued
activism and understanding among all individuals.

The Peilaus Fight

3l TRANSFORMANDO LA EDUCACION CON
INTELIGENCIA ARTIFICIAL: Lo que debe
saber un educador sobre las destrezas
requeridas en los trabajos del futuro
(Spanish Edition) Kindle Edition

M\\\yt [ 5 \ |
TRANSFORMANDO A

Por Dr. Edgar Leén %%DU%CIO

l§ Dr. Edgar Leén - Transformando la Educaciéon...

TEIA"“ 616 E" El 91 3 FM Transformando la Educacion con Inteligen- Q}ON'INTELIGEN/CIA\‘
cia Artificial es una guia clara y visionaria %'ARTIFICIAL' '

Sintoniza Tejano 616 en el 91.3 FM P rotosionies aub Quisten sniandéy oo la W

",
con EI nﬂc V el \laIIII(:lI ne nl S IA esta cambiando el aprendizaje, el trabajo Dr. Edgar Ledn

Martes/Tuestays oo prscticas. fundamentos o neurocion- | IR

s = los trabajos del futuro
Jueves/Thursdays cia y ética educativa para ayudar al lector a 'eeq/“cee'r'g?foeﬂ'u:;"r‘,’:"i?ﬁf"aﬂ'"msparamew

Domingos/Sundays Toamiame
II'IIIII 12:00 noon '2:00 Il.lll. cion_con_IA_docx -

www.amazon.com/TRANSFORMANDO-EDUCACION-
INTELIGENCIA-ARTIFICIAL-requeridas-ebook/dp/BOGXCGRGPB
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http://www.amazon.com/TRANSFORMANDO-EDUCACION
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/women

Sin Escalas a la Copa Mundial

JTienes ganas de asistir unos partidos de la Copa Mundial este
verana? Con servicko sin escalas 3 acha cludades anfitrionas, el

Aeropuerto Internacional Gerald K. Ford le pone en la accidn.

Reserve hoy en FlyFord.ong

FORDR ot

Wihere the gaing gets qood

GERAL
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