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Natchitoches City Council Responds to the 
Question Asking Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., 
“Where are You?” 

Pictured Left to Right: Councilman Eddie Harrington, 
Councilman Dale Nielsen, Councilwoman-at-Large 
Betty Sawyer-Smith, Mayor Ronnie Williams, Jr., 
Councilman Christopher Petite, and Councilwoman 
Rosemary Elie
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Natchitoches City Council Responds to the Question Asking Mayor Ronnie 
Williams, “Where are You?” 

A recent podcast asked Mayor Ronnie Williams about his temporary absence 
and appointing the councilperson at large (Mayor Pro Temp) as acting mayor 
during his absence. The Real News Louisiana contacted Councilpersons 
Rosemary Elie, Christopher Petite, Dale Nielson, Councilwoman at Large Betty 
Sawyer-Smith, and Mayor Ronnie Williams Jr. 

According to Councilwoman at Large 
Betty Sawyer-Smith, it is true that Mayor 
Williams has not informed the council 
each time he is away and does not 
appoint someone. She states that if 
something happens or an emergency 
arises, he has to appoint someone to 
handle it. He has to appoint someone in 
writing to the clerk to inform them. She 
recalls being told one time in five years. 

Councilwoman Rosemary Elie 
stated that Mayor Williams went to 
Washington, D.C. and told them, 
but no letter was sent out that she 
could recall. She remembers an 
email saying that the Mayor would 
return to Washington, but she is 
unaware of him appointing anyone. 

Councilman Dale Nielsen stated that Mayor 
Williams had done a good job informing them in 
the past. Still, when Councilwoman at Large 
questioned it, he indicated that he had notified 
the council. The Mayor should send a letter out 
per protocol in the charter. He didn’t receive an 
email or phone call. 

Councilman Eddie Harrington- No response 

Councilman Christopher 
Petite responded that Mayor 
Williams would let them know 
when he would be gone. He 
states he knew about it, and it 
was mentioned in September 
that the Mayor would have to 
return to Washington D.C. This 
was when Councilperson 
Rosemary, Councilwoman at 
Large Betty Sawyer-Smith, and 
Finance Director Clarissa 
Brown-Smith went to D.C. 
Councilman thinks there may be 
confusion regarding informing 
the council in writing if the 
Mayor is absent for 10 days. He 
states the Councilwoman at 
large may not recall the 
conversation, but she was told 
he would have to return to 
Washington, D.C..

Mayor Ronnie Williams Jr. 
responds on the next page…
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Natchitoches City Council Responds to the Question 
Asking Mayor Ronnie Williams, “Where are You?” 

"The City's charter provides guidance concerning any temporary absence of the mayor. If 
I am going to be absent from work for 10 or more consecutive days, I am to appoint the 
mayor pro temp to serve in my stead until I am available to resume my work duties. I 
have not been absent for 10 or more consecutive days in my entire tenure as mayor. The 
charter also provides that in the event that I am temporarily absent for 9 days or fewer, I 
am to inform the city clerk and appoint a designee to ensure the City's business can 
continue in my absence. The charter specifically encourages the appointee to be 
someone within the executive branch of city government. I have always exceeded the 
requirements of the City's charter. The City's business has never gone undone in my 
absence. Furthermore, given modern technology to include teleconferencing and 
emails, I frequently conduct City business while traveling for conferences or meetings 
with our legislators and representatives...

Let me reiterate, the city business is never disrupted as a result of my temporary 
absence."

Mayor Ronnie Williams Jr. Responds: 

Home Rule Charter, City of Natchitoches
Article III Section 3.05 
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Highlights from Kingdom Heart Ministries Learning Center 
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Highlights from Kingdom Heart Ministries Learning Center 
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Mental Health in the Black Community: It’s Okay to Get Help!

By: La’Quinta Scott-Favors

The saying “What happens in this house, 
stays in this house” was one that many 
have heard I’m sure! However, will you 
believe me when I say it’s okay to seek help 
when you need it and it’s okay to seek help 
when you have a prayer life as well? Many 
perish from the lack of knowledge, but the 
Lord placed certain individuals in certain 
professions who can help many 
individuals, especially when it comes to 
being mentally stable! Situations will put us 
in positions to be quiet and carry the load 
alone! Whether due to cultural stigma, 
misuse of the medical system, or being 
strong, we have to be silent while the 
emotional burdens of making sure we are 
okay come without support! Will you also 
believe me when I say it’s time to change 
that narrative? Like anyone else, we 
experience anxiety, depression, grief, 
trauma, and stress on top of economic 
inequality and generational trauma that 
hasn’t been broken. Many look at 
vulnerability as a weakness, but what if we 
redefine it? Choose to heal instead of hide! 
Choose to speak up instead of being silent! 
Choose to be heard by someone willing to 
listen instead of holding it in without being 
heard!

We all deserve to feel whole, we deserve 
peace, we deserve tools for healthier 
coping strategies, we deserve to reclaim 
narratives, process experiences, and build 
strength in our true identity, and we 
deserve access to reaching out to 
someone who will not judge us nor share 
our business with the world! Seeking and 
receiving help is not a sign of weakness but 
a testament to our strength. One person 
who comes to mind as a compassionate 
and skilled counselor is Mrs. Brenda Sarpy. 
She is a selfless and dedicated 
professional who owns At His Feet 
Christian Counseling Service LLC. You can 
reach her by cell at 318 663 4272 or email 
Brendasarpy@icloud.com! If Mrs. Sarpy is 
not the right fit for you, she is more than 
willing to refer you, if applicable, to 
someone who may be a better fit. 
Remember, your mental health is not a 
luxury; it is an essential aspect of self-love, 
self-care, and healing!

As we look at the rise in mental 
health in the black community, 
we must remember that we can 
reach out for help! Generations 
after generations, mental health 
has been a very quiet struggle in 
many black households!
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Rear: Coach Desnic Snow, Victor Pinkney Jr., 

Jadell Demery, Harold Remo, Dy'Mykael Castle, 

Khaelyb Creighton, Coach Victor Pinkney Sr. 

Front: Braxton Cabrera, La'Darrius Merritte, 

Jaysen Prelow, Coordinator Jelisa Howard, 
Codero Palmer, Ashton Johnson.

7

Natural Talent Basketball Development Team
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In the Psalms, Proverbs, and many other books of the Bible, we find 

commands to wait on the Lord” like this one: “Wait on the LORD: Be 

of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: Wait, I say, on 

the LORD” (Psalm 27:14, KJV). Most modern translations use “wait 

for the Lord.” To English readers, the idea of waiting on the Lord 

might seem like a passive exercise, but a closer study reveals that it’s 

nothing of the sort.

Patient, confident trust in the Lord is the central idea of the 

exhortation to wait on the Lord. The entire Psalm 27 is a prayer to 

God for help. It beautifully illustrates the meaning of waiting on the 

Lord. Throughout the psalm’s eloquent lines, David expresses 

authentic faith and courageous trust in God, based on his confident 

expectation that the Lord will rescue and save him in his time of 

trouble. First, we see that we can wait on the Lord by trusting in Him. 

David expressed great confidence in the Lord, who was his light, 

salvation, and stronghold (Psalm 27:1–2). This kind of dynamic trust 

dispels fear and despair: 

“When the wicked advance against 

me to devour me, it is my enemies 

and my foes who will stumble and 

fall. Though an army besiege me, 

my heart will not fear; though war 

break out against me, even then I 

will be confident” (verses 2–3).

We can wait on the Lord by 

seeking Him. David conveyed his 

trust in the Lord by longing to be 

with Him, to commune in God’s 

presence and worship in His 

temple: “One thing I ask from the 

LORD, this only do I seek: that I 

may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life, to 

gaze on the beauty of the LORD 

and to seek him in his temple” 

(Psalm 27:4). 
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2025 Cane River Film Festival
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2025 Cane River Film Festival
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2025 Cane River Film Festival
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Empowering Oneself
By: Nikki Queen 

Women's empowerment is so important in today's society. A woman's self-worth, 
choices, and representation are vital in today's culture. There are resources and 
opportunities that we as women can take advantage of today that our ancestors did not 
have the luxury of having. These resources can help us to have control over our lives. 
There are a lot of cultures that still do not look at women in roles of power. Women are 
often expected to be nurturing, domestic, and the main caregivers. Also, we are 
expected to be submissive and put others' needs first. Sometimes, these roles can limit 
women in certain areas. I have been guilty of putting my dreams on the back burner to 
ensure my home was secure. We can easily lose ourselves. We are expected to provide 
emotional support to our partners and children. We often suppress our emotional needs 
to take care of our loved ones. The pressure to conform can affect your mental and 
physical health. Even if it's a small accomplishment, we should always set goals. 
Everything counts. Empowering oneself is self-love. Whatever we do, we can continue to 
do it with grace. Never apologize for being a strong woman. Be courageous, fearless, and 
passionate about yourself. We can still love our children and families unconditionally 
without compromising ourselves. So be brave, fierce, and empower other women from 
different walks of life. And I quote, God is within her, she will not fall." – Psalm 46:5
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Farewell to our friend, CEO and Owner of Eternal Peace Funeral Home.

13

726 3rd Street Natchitoches, LA 71457 (318) 681-8200
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3rd Annual Natchitoches Showdown Basketball Tournament on July 12th and 13th

Date: July 12th-13th

Guaranteed three games for all 
teams

1st Place Champions: Champion 
Rings

2nd Place Teams: Trophies 

Don’t miss your chance to compete 
in this thrilling tournament and 
showcase your skills on the court!

Contact us for registration details 
and secure your team’s spot today! 
Let’s make this tournament an 
unforgettable showdown! 



April 25, 2025The Real News Louisiana

‘The Art Attack of the Grad Students’ will run April 27-May 3

NATCHITOCHES – Graduate students of 
Fine and Graphic Art/Creative and 
Performing Arts at Northwestern State 
University will host an art exhibit in 
Orville Hanchey Gallery April 27-May 3.

“The Art Attack of the Grad Students” 
will run all week with a reception at 3 
p.m. Wednesday, April 30.

Artists are Jonathan Tibbit of 
Winnsboro, Madeline Romero and Kyle 
Perkins of Ragley, Christina Rowland of 
Farmerville, Jude McCully of Pollock, 
Derek Sarvis of Haughton, Brendan 
Ritter of Natchitoches, Logan Boline of 
Florien and Virginia Berthelot of 
Denham Springs.

Hanchey Gallery is located at 140 
Central Avenue. Hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and 8 a.m.-noon 
Friday.

15
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS
OPEN CONGRESSIONAL 
GENERAL AND OPEN 
PRIMARY
November 3, 2026

GENERAL ELECTION

December 12, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD

July 29-31, 2026

• Candidates qualify with Secretary of State.
• All other candidates qualify with Clerk of Court. 
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS

• District Judges
• District Attorney
•  School Board Members
• Justice of the Peace
•  Constables
• City Court Marshal
• City Court Judge- Ward 1

July 29-31, 2026 April 2026

• Mayor 
• Chief of Police
• Aldermen

Mayors of 
Natchitoches’ Towns 
and Villages through 
the Parish

Village of Natchez

• US Senator
• U.S. Representative
•  Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court 
•  Public Service Commissioner

April 2026July 29-31, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD ELECTION

CLOSED PARTY RACEQUALIFYING PERIOD
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NSU will host SHRM Bootcamp May 5-7

NATCHITOCHES – Northwestern State 
University’s School of Business will host 
SHRM CP-SCP Certification Bootcamp for 
business professionals preparing for the 
SHRM certification exam. The class will 
assist individuals in enhancing skills to 
advance their career in human resources.

The intensive and comprehensive in-person 
class will run Wednesday, May 5-Friday, 
May 7 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. each day in 
Russel Hall Room 122. Students should 
plan for additional self-study and will retain 
access to the LMS after the course ends. 
Students are encouraged to take the SHRM 
pre-tests before the first session.

The cost is $1.595 per student, which 
includes instruction from a Northwestern 
State University SHRM-SCP certified 
professor, access to the SHRM learning 
system and entry into a gift card drawing. 
The number of winners will be based on 
the quantity of students in the drawing.

Registration will close five days before the 
start of the course to ensure students 
receive the SHRM Learning System in 
advance.

Registration is available 
at www.nsu.la/SHRM-Bootcamp and 
through the QR code below.

SHRM (Society for Human Resource 
Management) is the world's largest 
society for professionals in human 
resources.

http://www.nsu.la/SHRM-Bootcamp
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Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office Communications Director LaQuita Collins 
Installed as 2025 President of Louisiana APCO

Pictured from left to right: Major 
J. Taitano, Director Collins, and 
Natchitoches Police Chief 
Collins.
Photo Credit: NPSO
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On April 16, 2025, the New Orleans Pelicans officially named Joe Dumars, a 

Naismith Basketball Hall of Famer, as their Executive Vice President of Basketball 

Operations, replacing David Griffin after a disappointing 21-61 season. Dumars, born 

in Shreveport and raised in Natchitoches, Louisiana, brings a wealth of experience as 

a two-time NBA champion player (1989, 1990) and a championship-winning 

executive with the Detroit Pistons (2004), where he was named NBA Executive of the 

Year in 2003. His recent role as the NBA’s Executive Vice President and Head of 

Basketball Operations (2022–2025) equipped him with deep insights into league 

operations, player discipline, and strategic management.

Joe Dumars: A Natchitoches Native Leading the Pelicans
Article Courtesy of nba.com

Connection to Natchitoches and 

Black Churches

Dumars’ roots in Natchitoches tie 

him to a community where Black 

churches, like Asbury United 

Methodist and First Baptist 

Church, Second Street, have 

historically been central to African 

American life, Growing up in 

Natchitoches, Dumars 

experienced the influence of these 

institutions, which provided 

spiritual, social, and emotional 

support during the Jim Crow era 

and beyond. His family’s 

involvement in community 

networks shaped his 

understanding of resilience and 

leadership, qualities he 

emphasized in his Pelicans 

announcement: “I am proud to 

have grown up in Louisiana and 

know how passionate, resilient, 

and tough we are as a 

community.”
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The history of Black churches in Natchitoches, Louisiana, is deeply intertwined with the 
African American community's efforts to establish social, spiritual, and educational 
institutions from the post-Civil War era through the Civil Rights Movement. These 
churches served as vital centers for community organizing, mutual support, and 
resistance against systemic oppression, including Jim Crow laws and economic hardship.
 
Early Foundations (Post-Civil War Era)
After the Civil War, freed African Americans in Natchitoches sought to build community 
institutions to replace the cohesion once provided by enslavement. Churches became 
central to this effort, offering spiritual guidance, social services, and spaces for collective 
action. Key developments include:

•Asbury United Methodist Church (est. 1866): One of the earliest Black churches in 
Natchitoches, led by Reverend Ebenezer Hayward, this congregation formed an 
association in 1866 to aid the sick and indigent, even before constructing a church 
building. By late 1866, with $2,000 from the Methodist Episcopal Society's Missionary 
Society, they built a church/school at St. Denis and Fifth Street. This dual-purpose 
building housed the first Freedmen's Bureau school operated by African Americans in 
Natchitoches, highlighting the church's role in education. Over 140 years later, Asbury 
remains active at the exact location.

•First Baptist Church, Second Street (est. 1866): Established in the same year, this 
church became a cornerstone of the Black community. It later led to two additional 
congregations: First Baptist Church, Amulet, and First Baptist Church, North Street. The 
original church at 508 Second Street is documented in the Historic American Buildings 
Survey (1933), underscoring its historical significance.
These early churches emerged during the economic struggle, with crop failures and 
poverty affecting the region. The Freedmen's Bureau, a government agency 
established to aid formerly enslaved people in the post-Civil War era, issued over 
6,000 rations in July 1867 to both Black and white residents. However, Black churches 
organized to support their own, fostering resilience and self-reliance, and played a 
crucial role in the community's survival and development.

Expansion and Community Role (Late 19th to Early 20th Century)
Over the following decades, additional Black churches were established, reflecting the 
growing African American population and their commitment to spiritual and civic life. 
These institutions often doubled as community centers, hosting schools, fraternal 
organizations, and mutual aid societies. 

Continued on Page 22…
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Church Listing on Page 23…

•Fraternal Ties: Black churches often collaborated with fraternal orders like the Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge and African American Freemasons, which were active in Natchitoches. 
Leaders like John Gideon Lewis, who founded the Corinthian Lodge and Dawn of Light 
Lodge #22, strengthened community networks through these affiliations, with churches 
serving as meeting spaces.

•Education and Social Services: Churches were instrumental in education, especially 
before public schools were widely accessible. Asbury's school was a model, and later 
institutions like the Lincoln Institute (est. 1910s) and Natchitoches Parish Training School 
(1925, supported by the Rosenwald Fund) often had church affiliations. These schools, 
supported by church leaders, offered academic and vocational training, with chapels for 
weekly services reinforcing moral and community values.

Economic Initiatives: In the 1970s, the site of the former Natchitoches Parish Training 
School, tied to church networks, became the Self-Help Shopping Center (opened in 
1973). This minority-owned cooperative, supported by leaders like Ben D. Johnson, Sr., 
reflected the economic empowerment ethos rooted in church communities. The center 
provided affordable goods and services to the community, and its success was a 
testament to the resilience and resourcefulness of the church networks.

Ongoing Presence: Congregations like Asbury United Methodist and First Baptist 
continue to hold services, maintaining traditions established over a century ago. Their 
buildings, such as First Baptist at 508 Second Street, are preserved as historic 
landmarks. These churches are not just relics of the past but active participants in the 
present, continuing to serve their communities and uphold the values of resilience, unity, 
and cultural heritage.

Photo Credit: Scott 
Strazzante/The Chronicle
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Listing Provided Courtesy of Pastor Ronnie Evans
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Chamber Breakfast Club | May 7, 2025

Date and Time
Wednesday, May 7, 2025
8:15 AM - 9:30 AM CDT

Location
NRMC - Listach Room
501 Keyser Ave
Natchitoches, LA 71457

https://gonatchitoches.com/
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Magnolia State Peace Officers donated water to the local Council on Aging.

Pictured from left to right: 
Chief Collins, Carolyn Essex, 
Linda Turner (COA), Vanessa 
Monroe, President Billy Meziere
Back Row: John Robertson, 
Derienne Robinson, Jonathan 
Meziere

Don’t forget — PROSPER DAY is 
coming up!
Join us June 7th from 12 PM–6 PM at 
the Dixie Youth Complex in 
Natchitoches, LA, for a fun-filled day 
supporting Cerebral Palsy Awareness!
Admission: $5 (includes FREE popcorn 
& 1 raffle entry!)
Expect games, raffles, and activities for 
the whole family.
Can’t make it? You can still support the 
cause!
Donations are accepted at Hancock 
Whitney Bank under the PROSPER 
account.
Let’s come together for Faith, Family, 
and FUN!
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Steel Band Workshop, Concert to be Held May 2

NATCHITOCHES – Northwestern State University’s Steel Bands will host the Fifth 
Annual Steel Band Workshop on Friday, May 2. The workshop will be from 2 - 4 p.m. in 
the William Brent Band Room in the New Fine Arts Building. The concert will be held at 
6:30 p.m. at the Fleur de Lis Stage on the downtown riverbank in Natchitoches.

Those taking part in the workshop will learn to play steel drums in a day and perform in 
the concert. No prior experience is needed. To get more information, email Dr. Oliver 
Molina at molinao@nsula.edu. To register for the workshop, go to 
https://forms.gle/hcrjptnu3bwdBftS9. The deadline to register is Wednesday, April 
30.

The concert will feature music from Trinidad and Tobago and by Chappel Roan, Billie 
Eilish, and more. Featured groups will include the NSU Steel PanDEMONium Band 
and workshop participants.

26

mailto:molinao@nsula.edu
https://forms.gle/hcrjptnu3bwdBftS9
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Owner: Frank Taylor

Motor Vehicle Inspection Station

Business hours: 

Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 1 pm

Location: 8111 Hwy 9 Campti, La 71411

Office number (318)476-2232

 

Owner: Tyrek Sowell 
(Phone: (318) 379-8384
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Why Islam? The Beauty & Benefits of Islam
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BOM Gives Back

NATCHITOCHES:
BOM is proud to support the Game Changer 
Outdoors bass fishing tournament 
organization. This organization hosts their 
tournaments on Toledo Bend Reservoir. 
Pictured left to right: BOM’s Alexis Phillips, 
Horace Frazier, and BOM’s Gracie Borders.

RAPIDES:
BOM is a proud supporter of the Louisiana 
Christian University baseball program. 
Pictured left to right: Coach Mike Byrnes 
and BOM’s Titan Marler.

SABINE:

CADDO/BOSSIER:
BOM is proud to renew membership 
with the Greater Shreveport Chamber 
of Commerce.
Pictured: BOM’s Jonathan Wall, Dr. 
Timothy Magner, President of the 
Greater Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce, and BOM’s Clint Oliver.

29



April 25, 2025The Real News Louisiana

30

North Star Missionary Baptist Church Usher Ministry Presents Free Haircuts for All 
Photo Credit: Shots by Half
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North Star Missionary Baptist Church Usher Ministry Presents Free Haircuts for All 
Photo Credit: Shots by Half
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