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Ben D. Johnson Educational Center’s “I Tried” 4th Annual Awards Fundraiser
Natchitoches – The Ben D. Johnson Educational 
Center (BDJ) in Natchitoches, Louisiana, has been 
a transformative force in the community, fostering 
growth, opportunity, and second chances for 
countless residents. The annual “I Tried” Awards 
Fundraiser was held on August 26, 2025, at 
Riverside Reserve. The event celebrated BDJ’s 
lasting positive effect, which includes job training, 
mentorship, and community support that have 
helped individuals build brighter futures and 
strengthened the local workforce.
The atmosphere was welcoming, and a shared 
sense of purpose was clear.
Over the years, BDJ has provided vital workforce 
development programs, youth mentorship, and 
access to resources like resume writing and 
financial literacy. These efforts have helped 
participants secure stable jobs, gain confidence, 
and become active contributors to Natchitoches. 
This success would not have been possible 
without the positive impact of the Natchitoches 
community, whose generosity, volunteerism, and 
encouragement have fueled BDJ’s mission at 
every step. The event honored the legacy of Mr. 
Ben D. Johnson and celebrated those who strive 
for success. 
Speeches from honorees like Phil and Mary Lou 
Brown, Matthew Craig, and Gail Jones Metoyer 
highlighted stories of personal transformation and 
community progress, made possible by the 
unwavering support of local residents.

Attendees enjoyed appetizers and live music, all 
supporting BDJ’s programs, which have touched 
hundreds of lives. The evening was bittersweet, as 
President Claire Prymus announced that the 
Center would close on September 30, 2025, due 
to changes in state funding. The Ben D. Johnson 
Educational Center stands as a testament to the 
power of community service and leadership. 
President Claire Prymus’s vision, dedication, and 
tireless advocacy have been instrumental in 
changing lives across Natchitoches. Her selfless 
commitment and the sacrifices she made to 
create opportunities for others have left a lasting 
legacy, and her impact on the community will be 
remembered with gratitude. Claire ended her 
speech with the words, "We Tried," capturing the 
Center’s spirit of perseverance and hope.

Continued next page…
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From left to right, 
Mayor Ronnie 
Williams, 
Congressman Cleo 
Fields, Chamber 
President Laura Lyles, 
and NSU President 
James Genovese

Roundtable Meeting with 
Congressman Cleo Fields

US Congressman Cleo Fields recently visited 
Natchitoches for a Congressional Conversation 
organized by Chamber of Commerce President 
Laura Lyles. During the event, Congressman 
Fields provided a comprehensive update on 
current federal legislative initiatives. He 
emphasized his commitment to advancing Head 
Start and higher education programs, supporting 
critical infrastructure improvements such as 
local roads, and addressing the significant 
impact of the Big Beautiful Bill, which is 
projected to result in the loss of Medicaid 
coverage for approximately 260,000 Louisiana 
residents. Congressman Fields also highlighted 
federal grant opportunities that could support 
future local projects.

A roundtable discussion brought bankers, 
business owners, and elected officials together 
to identify key regional priorities and challenges 
facing Natchitoches Parish. 

Topics included the ongoing teacher shortage, 
workforce retention, infrastructure needs, grant 
funding, and efforts to secure new operators for 
the International Paper plant.

Congressman Fields responded to these 
concerns and pledged continued advocacy for 
the resources needed to drive economic growth 
and improve community well-being.

Congressman Fields reinforced his commitment 
to representing his constituents first and 
foremost, stating that his focus remains on the 
needs of the district rather than politics in 
Washington. While the Head Start bill may not 
pass this year, he expressed his continued 
passion for expanding early childhood education 
and pledged to keep working on this important 
issue.

NSU President James T. Genovese discussed 
major projects in development at Northwestern 
State University, including plans for an innovation 
park designed to benefit Natchitoches and 
surrounding parishes. The park would create 
educational and employment opportunities for 
students by aligning curricula with the needs of 
regional industries such as RoyOMartin. 
President Genovese stated that the university has 
secured land, seed funding, and architectural 
plans, but requires an earmark to move forward. 
He commended Congressman Fields for being a 
man of his word, not about politics, but 
concentrated on what we can do to make 
Northwest Louisiana better. Continued next page



From left to right, 
Tourism Manager 
Sarah Zeagler, 
Congressman Cleo 
Fields, and Tourism 
Commission Board 
member Ricky 
LaCour
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From left to right, Mayor 
Ronnie Williams, 
Congressman Cleo 
Fields, Chamber 
President Laura Lyles, 
and NSU President 
James Genovese

From left to right, Mayor 
Ronnie Williams, 
Councilwoman at Large 
Betty Smith-Kirkendoll, 
Congressman Cleo 
Fields, and 
Natchitoches Chamber 
of Commerce President 
Laura Lyles

Roundtable Meeting with 
Congressman Cleo Fields

Continued from page 5…

Councilwoman-at-Large Betty Smith-Kirkendoll 
requested support in facilitating the reopening 
of the International Paper plant under new 
ownership. Mayor Ronnie Williams and 
President Genovese reported meeting with a 
potential buyer, but negotiations have stalled 
due to International Paper’s reluctance to sell. 
Congressman Fields was asked to advocate 
reasonable pricing in these negotiations. While 
discussions are ongoing and not yet finalized, 
there is cautious optimism regarding the 
plant’s future.

Congressman Fields noted that job incentive 
funding through the state may be available to 
support any company that acquires the plant. 
Chamber President Laura Lyles acknowledged 
that such transitions require time and patience.

Additional grants and resources may be 
available to support small business owners 
and to provide law enforcement agencies with 
funding for initiatives such as solving cold 
cases. The district attorney plays a key role in 
requesting supplemental funding for law 
enforcement needs.

Congressman Fields explained that funding for 
road and infrastructure improvements is 
allocated through the state, with projects 
prioritized based on need and impact.
In closing, Congressman Fields emphasized the 
importance of community engagement in 
effective representation. He urged officials to 
return regularly to their districts, actively listen to 
constituents, and remain accountable to those 
they serve. Congressman Fields reaffirmed his 
commitment to ongoing dialogue and 
partnership with the Natchitoches community.
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Family Day is designed for the members of 
your family to visit your student’s home-
away-from-home! Family Day will be 
held Saturday, October 25, 2025. Spend 
time on campus and in the Natchitoches 
community with your student. Game day 
activities, a family tailgate party, and 
Northwestern State football are highlights 
of the day.

A complete Family Day package includes 
a ticket to the Northwestern State vs 
Lamar University game purchased 
individually. Children three years and 
older must have a ticket to attend the 
game. NSU students must have a ticket 
for the tailgate dinner. Proximity game 
day parking will be $10 cash.

Northwestern State University invites you to join us for Family Day!
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NSU recognizes employees for years of service milestones

NATCHITOCHES – Northwestern State University recognized several employees for years of service 
during the annual campus-wide luncheon, an annual event that draws the campus community 
together for announcements, door prizes, and a meal provided by Sodexo, the university’s campus 
dining service.

This year’s lunch provided a first look at the newly refreshed Iberville Dining Hall, where a months-long 
renovation has been underway.

Recognized for 25 years of service were Dr. Dana Clawson, professor in the College of Nursing and 
School of Allied Health; Renee Downey, assistant professor in the College of Nursing; Sontonia 
Helaire, library specialist; Dr. Cynthia Lindsey, professor and clinical director in the Department 
Psychology and Addiction Studies; Dr. Thomas Reynolds, head of the Department of English, 
Languages and Cultural Studies; Sandra Rufty, library associate; Kristi Salard, administrative 
coordinator in the Office of Institutional Effectiveness and Human Resources; Binky Speir, accounting 
technician; Dr. J. Mark Thompson, professor of music, and Kristi Waters, associate director of Student 
Financial Aid and Scholarships.

Recognized for 30 years were Melanie Bedgood, coordinator of Non-Credit Activities; Joann Bell, 
accounts payable supervisor, and Dr. Greg Granger, professor in the School of Social Sciences and 
Applied Programs.

Recognized for 35. Years were University Registrar Barbara Prescott and Helen Tousek, administrative 
assistant in the Department of Psychology and Addiction Studies.

Al Velotta, assistant professor in the College of Nursing and School of Allied Health, was recognized 
for 50 years of service.

30 Years:
NSU recognized employees with 30 years of service. From left are 
President James Genovese, Melanie Bedgood and Dr. Greg Granger.

25 Years:
Northwestern State University recognized employees with 25 years of 
service. From left are President James Genovese, Dr. Dana Clawson, 
Dr. Charles King accepting on behalf of Dr. Cynthia Linsey; Sontonia 
Helaire, Dr. Thomas Reynolds, Renee Downey, Kristi Salard, Dr. J. Mark 
Thompson, and Kristi Waters.
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NATCHITOCHES: 

BOM Gives Back 

RAPIDES:CADDO/BOSSIER:

OM Bank supports the Florien High School Varsity 
Cheerleaders! Pictured are Abby Kennedy, Emmalynne 
Lee, Vivi Graves, Kaylee Chreene, Paig Handy, Brylee 
Nichols, and BOM’s Lance Rivers.

SABINE:

NATCHITOCHES: 

NATCHITOCHES: 
BOM was proud to sponsor the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority-Rho Beta Omega Chapter’s financial 
literacy program. Pictured are BOM’s Emily 
Breedlove, Bridgett Carpenter (Chairperson), and 
BOM’s Katrice Below.
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NATCHITOCHES: 

BOM Gives Back 

RAPIDES:CADDO/BOSSIER:

BOM was proud to support TaJarrius Bowers 
on his journey to the Junior High National 
Career Development Conference in 
Indianapolis, Indiana! Pictured left to right: 
BOM’s Syddah Shults, TaJarrius Bowers, and 
BOM’s Gracie Borders.

SABINE:
BOM is continuing our support of the Many High 
School football program. Pictured left to right: Alan 
Warfield, Tyler Haskell, BOM’s Daniel Bennett, and 
Micah Chaney.
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Address: 625 MLK Drive
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Part-Time Job Fair to be held Sept. 9

NATCHITOCHES - Northwestern State University’s Job Location and Development Office 
will sponsor its annual Part-Time Job Fair on Tuesday, Sept. 9 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. in 
the Friedman Student Union Ballroom.

NSU students will be able to connect with local employers offering flexible schedules and 
opportunities to build skills and gain added income. Employers will also have internship 
opportunities. All majors and classifications are invited to attend.

Scheduled participants include RoyOMartin, Natchitoches Regional Medical Center, 
Natchitoches Convention & Visitors Bureau, the Louisiana School for Math, Science, and 
the Arts, Natchitoches Army Recruiting, BOM Bank, Stine LLC, Campus Living Villages, 
Dark Woods Adventure Park, Boys & Girls Clubs of Acadiana, Louisiana National Guard at 
NSU, Magnolia Belle Women's Addiction Wellness, Wascom, Brown, & Associates, 
Women’s Resource Center and Rolling Hills Ministries.
Students can register for the event at 
https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/829f14f9-c142-4505-8b9b-
e69c5cc22aea/student_preview
Employers can register for the event at 
https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/829f14f9-c142-4505-8b9b-
e69c5cc22aea/employer_preview
For more information, contact Job Location and Development Officer Tiffany Killion at 
carriert@nsula.edu.
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https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/829f14f9-c142-4505-8b9b-e69c5cc22aea/employer_preview
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Proclamation Declaring August 29 and 30th as The Cane River Zydeco Festival in 
the City of Natchitoches 

Hosted By: Magnolia State Peace Officers Association Cane River Branch

From left to right: Councilman Dale Neilson, 
Councilwoman at large Betty Smith-Kirkendoll, 
LaQuita Collins, Vanessa Monroe, Chief Nikeo Collins, 
Billy Meziere, Sandra Williams, Mayor Ronnie Williams, 
John Robertson, Councilman Chris Petite, Councilman 
Eddie Harrington

Magnolia State Peace Officers, Cane River 
Branch
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Proclamation declaring September 19 and 20, 
2025, as Natchitoches Meat Pier Festival Days 
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2025 St. Matthew “Dynamic 12” Class Reunion

Class reunions celebrate old friendships and 
offer a chance to catch up since graduation. 
They also let you reflect on how you remember 
your high school days.
On May 23-24, 2025, Memorial Weekend, “St. 
Matthew High School Dynamic 12” hosted a 
class reunion. The event included classes from 
1970 to 1981, with participation from other 
classes as well. The festivities began with a 
“Wild, Wild West” western-themed meet-and-
greet on Friday, May 23, 2025. On Saturday, 
May 24, 2025, several activities were planned. 
These included a boat ride on Cane River 
Queen, a tour of Fort St. Jean Baptiste, and a 
Louisiana Hall of Fame Tour. Saturday night 
ended the reunion with a dazzling dinner dance 
banquet, themed “St. Matthew Goes to 
Hollywood.” This weekend helped us take a trip 
down memory lane as we socialized, mingled, 
and relived those unforgettable memories.
St Matthew High School opened its doors in 
1952. It gained significant local importance in 
education and ethnic heritage. The school was 
the first public high school building 
constructed for African-Americans in Lower 
Natchitoches Parish. It provided education for 
rural families in Cane River, Melrose, and 
Natchez, LA communities. At that time, it was 
one of only two public senior high schools for 
African-Americans in the parish. Motto: “Look 
Sharp, Be Sharp, Stay Sharp,” as Mr. Noble 
Bulter would say.

St. Matthew sits in the heart of Cane River 
plantation country, about three miles from 
Melrose Plantation and community. St. 
Matthew’s history dates back to a “church 
school” established at St. Matthew Baptist 
Church in 1916. The school permanently 
closed in 1989.
It has been 44 years since the last class 
graduated from St. Matthew High School. It 
was a great time to reconnect with old friends 
and staff. We hope this will continue the 
spark and conversation. We want to revitalize 
this building into a community center that 
would serve the South area of Natchitoches 
Parish.
In closing, we would like to thank all our 
sponsors. These include Dunahoe Law Firm, 
Blanchard St. Denis Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Trail Boss Steakhouse, 
Natchitoches Convention and Visitors 
Bureau, City Bank & Trust Company, Bank of 
Montgomery, Burger King, Super 1 Foods, 
Whataburger, Sabine State Bank, The City of 
Natchitoches, Archie's Paint & Body, and 
Walmart. Their support made this event a 
huge success. 

Photos Provided Courtesy of Monique Hamilton- Sarpy
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2025 St. Matthew “Dynamic 12” Class Reunion
Photos Provided Courtesy of Monique Hamilton- Sarpy
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2025 St. Matthew “Dynamic 12” Class Reunion
Photos Provided Courtesy of Monique Hamilton- Sarpy
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2025 St. Matthew “Dynamic 12” Class Reunion
Photos Provided Courtesy of Monique Hamilton- Sarpy
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St. Matthew “Dynamic 12” Class Reunion
Photos Provided Courtesy of Monique Hamilton- Sarpy
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Greater Is He

By: Evangelist Bonita Moses Arnold

If greater is he that is in you than in 
the world, why do we sometimes 
feel defeated? Where is your faith? 
No need to worry or fear when the 
greatest one lives inside of you.
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To our faithful supporters, Natchitoches residents, and the surrounding areas….

The Burt Clark Foundation presents the 2025 BCF Weekend of Events, October 10
th

-11
th,

 in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana. This year, we are celebrating 5 years, and it’s going to be a family 
affair, so get ready, get ready, get ready!!

The weekend will kick off on Friday, October 10th, with a Social Mixer at Onyx Wine & Cigar 
Lounge at 7:30 pm. On Saturday morning, we will have our annual RunForBurt 5K Run/Walk 
at Northwestern State University’s Collins Pavilion. The 5K run/walk will begin promptly at 8 
AM.

We will close out our weekend celebration Saturday evening with the BCF Black Tie 
Fundraiser Gala at the Northwestern State University Student Union Ballroom, starting at 
6:00 pm, where we will recognize and celebrate our 2025 BCF Scholars.

All funds raised at each BCF Event support educational scholarships for deserving high 
school graduating seniors.

We look forward to celebrating this milestone year of service to the community with you and 
your family.

The Burt Clark Foundation Presents
2025 BCF Weekend Of Events
5th Year Celebration
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS
OPEN CONGRESSIONAL 
GENERAL AND OPEN 
PRIMARY
November 3, 2026

GENERAL ELECTION

December 12, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD

July 29-31, 2026

• Candidates qualify with Secretary of State.
• All other candidates qualify with Clerk of Court. 
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2026 UPCOMING ELECTIONS

• District Judges
• District Attorney
•  School Board Members
• Justice of the Peace
•  Constables
• City Court Marshal
• City Court Judge- Ward 1

July 29-31, 2026 April 2026

• Mayor 
• Chief of Police
• Aldermen

Mayors of 
Natchitoches’ Towns 
and Villages through 
the Parish

Village of Natchez

• US Senator
• U.S. Representative
•  Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court 
•  Public Service Commissioner

April 2026July 29-31, 2026

QUALIFYING PERIOD ELECTION

CLOSED PARTY RACEQUALIFYING PERIOD

August 29, 2025The Real News Louisiana
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COMMUNITY CHATTER ABOUT THE SHERIFF’S RACE & THE READERSHIP OPINION 
POLL RESULTS 

Poll Results Courtesy of Natchitoches Parish Journal 

Sheriff-Elect Stuart Wright has not publicly confirmed whether he intends to participate in the 
upcoming election.
Community members have expressed concerns regarding the sheriff's visibility and 
communication, noting a perceived lack of engagement with residents on local issues.

Steve Pezant has been encouraged to run for City Marshal, Ward 1. However, it is reported that the 
Current City Marshall, Randy Williams, intends to seek reelection. In the past, Pezant has faced 
criticism regarding the use of excessive force during his tenure.

Former Sheriff Victor Jones has received some backlash from the community for backing Sheriff 
Stuart Wright over Michael Wilson. 
Although he still has strong community support, some concerns are that he would only run for one 
more term. Some have suggested that current and/or former captains want him to return for 
financial reasons.

Chad Nelson- word is that he would have the support of the Mardi Gras krewe he is a part of, but 
that he is not experienced enough in the field to be Sheriff.

Michael Wilson- word has been said that he is not always truthful, and because of an old case 
involving a family member of a prominent Pastor, he won't get the support from the community. 
Some have suggested he run for City Marshall.

Richard “Shane” Lacaze, in his earlier career as an officer, was known as a “pit bull” and had no 
problem with being overly aggressive when called out to arrest someone. He has changed within the 
last 5 years, but that is his history.

Preston Durr, it has been stated that Rapides and other area police chiefs have shared that he 
would not be a good candidate for sheriff, and Natchitoches needs someone else. It was suggested 
that he was released from his duties in a surrounding parish for a questionable job injury. 

Other - Some have suggested that if Sheriff Victor Jones does not agree to return, Natchitoches 
Parish should consider finding another candidate from the pool of candidates listed above.

Disclaimer: "We report, you decide. Mostly, we just report what we heard from a guy who heard it from a friend. Don't say we didn't warn you!"
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Wine and Cheese Gathering: The Krewe of the 9 Honors Two Recipients for Scholarships, 
Layla Johnson and Ayla Payne

Photo credits: Krewe of the 9
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Provider Spotlight: Dr. Dametra Taylor, DNP

Dr. Dametra Taylor, Doctor of Nursing 
Practice (DNP), has been a nurse 
practitioner since 2018 and achieved 
her DNP credential in 2023! Since 
joining the Outpatient Medical Center 
(OMC) team, she has been known for 
her genuine, strong patient relationship 
and dedication to patient-centered 
care.

“My healthcare philosophy is caring 
for the whole patient: physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually,” she 
explains. She ensures that a patient 
feels safe and seen at all times. 
When discussing her number one 
piece of health advice, Dr. Taylor 
says, “It takes two (the patient and 
provider) to achieve optimal health 
outcomes. By educating patients 
and giving them the tools they need 
to help themselves become healthy 
in every area, the collaboration 
process and wellness journey 
achieves the most optimal 
outcomes.”

Two conditions she is especially passionate about 
treating are hypertension and diabetes; chronic 
illnesses that can significantly affect a patient’s quality 
of life. “These are two chronic conditions that are vital 
to a patient’s health and well-being, and by playing a 
role in the treatment and management process from 
beginning to end gives me great joy to advocate for 
patient safety and well-being.”

Outside of her clinical work, she enjoys family time and 
expressing her creative pursuits through writing! “One 
fun or interesting fact that people might not know about 
me is that I am an author of two religious books 
currently on Amazon and working on a third. I love 
writing and reading books in my spare time when I’m 
not being a grandma (‘Meme’) to my five grandchildren.”
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Louisiana's Legacy of Corruption: 
A Timeline of Recent and Historical Political Scandals

•Mayor LaToya Cantrell (August 2025): The sitting New Orleans mayor was indicted by a federal grand 
jury on charges of wire fraud, obstruction of justice, and lying to a grand jury. The charges relate to her 
alleged misuse of city funds for travel with her former police bodyguard, Jeffrey Vappie, who was also 
indicted.
•Police visa fraud scheme (July 2025): Several police chiefs and other law enforcement officials in 
Central Louisiana were federally indicted for their involvement in a visa fraud scheme. The scheme 
allegedly involved accepting bribes in exchange for producing fraudulent police reports to assist 
foreign nationals in securing U visas.
•Former state senator corruption (May 2025): A former Louisiana state senator and political party 
chairman was sentenced to 22 months in prison for a scheme to defraud a campaign entity, donors, 
and a political party.
•Governor Jeff Landry's ethics issues (2024–2025): Governor Jeff Landry has been involved in several 
ethics disputes, including a months-long disagreement with the state's ethics board over his failure to 
disclose private flights. After the board pushed back, Landry signed a bill in mid-2025 that gave him 
more control over its members. 

Historical Scandals

•Edwin Edwards casino scandal (convicted 2000): One of Louisiana's most notorious politicians, 
former Governor Edwin Edwards, was convicted in 2000 on racketeering and extortion charges. The 
charges stemmed from a scheme to extort millions of dollars from companies seeking riverboat 
casino licenses. He was sentenced to 10 years in federal prison.
•William J. Jefferson freezer cash (indicted 2007): In a scandal that drew national attention, former 
Congressman William J. Jefferson was indicted on bribery and corruption charges. The investigation 
began when FBI agents found $90,000 in cash wrapped in foil and hidden in his freezer.
•Ray Nagin, Hurricane Katrina scandal (convicted 2014): Former New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin was 
convicted on 20 of 21 corruption charges, including bribery, wire fraud, and money laundering. He 
was found to have accepted bribes from contractors seeking city work following Hurricane Katrina 
and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.
•Aaron Broussard's retirement scandal (resigned in 2010): The former Jefferson Parish president 
resigned and later pleaded guilty to corruption charges. Broussard was indicted for using fake 
retirement benefits to defraud the parish and was sentenced to prison.
•Huey P. Long (1934): The populist governor and senator known as the "Kingfish" faced numerous 
accusations of corruption and eventually an impeachment attempt. Though he was never formally 
convicted, his political machine was rife with allegations of vote buying and misuse of public funds. 
•Cleo Fields scandal (1997): In an incident captured on FBI surveillance video, Cleo Fields was 
shown accepting a large bundle of cash from then-Governor Edwin Edwards. While Fields was never 
charged with a crime, the footage was used as evidence in Edwards's federal corruption trial in 2000.



The Real News Louisiana August 29, 2025

Building Black Wealth
By: Ava Black

1.Shift to a Wealth-Building Mindset: Overcoming financial trauma from systemic 
inequities is crucial. Acknowledge that building wealth is possible by focusing on long-
term goals rather than immediate needs. This mindset shift counters distrust in financial 
systems, encouraging participation in wealth-building opportunities like investing.
2.Budget with Purpose: Understand your financial situation by tracking income, assets, 
and expenses. Set clear, goals-based budgets to prioritize needs over wants. Avoid high-
interest debt but consider strategic debt for appreciating assets like real estate or 
education, which can yield long-term returns.
3.Invest in the Stock Market: Black Americans are significantly underinvested in stocks, 
which make up only 4% of Black wealth compared to 30% of white wealth. Start small, 
even with $5-$10 weekly, to build the habit. Utilize tax-advantaged accounts like 401(k)s or 
IRAs, especially with employer matches, to grow wealth efficiently.
Pursue Real Estate Ownership: Despite historical barriers like redlining, real estate 
remains a powerful wealth-building tool. Options include house hacking (living in one unit, 
renting others), partnering for multifamily properties, or investing in Real Estate 
Investment Trusts (REITs) with low capital.
4. Leverage Collective Financial Strategies: Form Family Investment LLCs to pool 
resources for investments in property, businesses, or stocks. This approach offers tax 
benefits and strengthens community wealth. Support Black-owned businesses and banks 
to keep dollars circulating longer in the community.
5. Protect Assets with Insurance and Estate Planning: Over 70% of Black adults lack 
wills or trusts, risking wealth loss. Secure term or whole-life insurance, create wills, and 
name beneficiaries to ensure assets transfer to heirs.
6. Advocate for Policy Reform: Individual efforts must be paired with systemic change. 
Support policies like baby bonds, reparations, or housing grants to address historical 
wealth extraction and structural barriers.
 These strategies address both personal and systemic factors, leveraging education, 
investment, and collective action to close the racial wealth gap, which sees the median 
white household with 7.8 times the wealth of the median Black household ($188,200 vs. 
$24,100). For further reading, explore resources like the Brookings Institution’s articles on 
wealth gaps or the Urban Institute’s policy recommendations.
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Football Season
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Meet the Chiefs 
Natchitoches Central High School brought the 
community together on Saturday, August 16, 
2025, at the Natchitoches Events Center for its 
annual "Meet the Chiefs" event. The evening 
served as an opportunity to introduce the 
football team and coaching staff, while also 
strengthening the bond between the Chiefs and 
their supporters. 

Attendees enjoyed a lively program featuring 
both live and silent auctions, with proceeds 
supporting the Natchitoches Central Football 
program. The event was designed with 
community engagement in mind: families and 
fans met players and coaches and enjoyed a 
spirited video featuring team member 
interviews and lighthearted coach 
impersonations. The warm welcome from team 
members and the enthusiastic participation 
from the crowd made the event a booming 
success.

Several items were auctioned to benefit the 
Chiefs football program.

Auction items included grills, LSU football tickets, 
hunting mounts, sunglasses, gift baskets, signed 
sports memorabilia, cheer lessons, casino 
packages, drone services, Chiefs experiences, as 
well as home goods and services. Notable 
memorabilia featured baseballs signed by Nolan 
Ryan and Tommy White, photos signed by major 
athletes, signed helmets, basketballs, footballs, 
jerseys, as well as a racing helmet.

The success of "Meet the Chiefs" reflects the 
unwavering support of the Natchitoches Central 
community, setting a positive tone for the 
upcoming football season and underscoring the 
strong spirit that unites Chiefs fans, families, and 
athletes.
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Meet The Chiefs
Photo Credits: Dusty Woodruff Grimes
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Meet The Chiefs
Photo Credits: Dusty Woodruff Grimes
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Line dancing class to begin Sept. 9

NATCHITOCHES – A line dancing class will be 
offered by Northwestern State University’s 
Office of Electronic Learning and Global 
Education starting Tuesday, Sept. 9. The class 
will be taught on Tuesdays from 5:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. through Oct. 14 in Room 127 of the 
Health and Human Performance Building. The 
fee is $65.

Line dancing is a way to exercise your body and 
mind by dancing to lively, upbeat music. It is a 
fun way to dance socially without a dance 
partner. Dancing styles covered in this class 
will include country-western, zydeco and hip-
hop. No dance experience is required.  Attire 
for the class is casual with soft soled shoes 
required.

For more information or to register for classes, 
go to checkout.nsula.edu or call (800) 376-
2422 or (318) 357-6355. Stay up to date with 
course offerings by following NSU Electronic 
Learning and Global Education on Facebook at 
facebook.com/NSULA.ece.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcheckout.nsula.edu%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0YbNXGdIjHdcJVHyCkaw7MGfzG9zjXQ5DmpQY-DrIsd1rAOBEBAjgYrGI&h=AT0odiKrggO9ZtCEvhG1IwjhmN4yGGRcBZl7bZHtjuK39UfchTTYAobSdSoVzqjJMWz3F5LiTe2_Llsg1MAHomanDRUhYkgvKcZ304lDNWPCVYV_kpqfvWLIKCwNRS_TTw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2MeqsodNuhU62YaoxFvr8GhUsgeUZMnXU6BQrrAKDf-f6LqW2ofGoQK1KU5aFi0uO6h4doHz2EZCgzfDThO-y1NiCL8xSwGgil0LTecXYB_Qe3jMY2PpRygBHbsrc2knI6gwK4wlR4GiEEc3ZrPbCDftA8U7LYag3mNmlS6a7WKRQNy_WxSJUFI-eJexv4SWVMeScm10Ld
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Ready, Set, Work- Campti

Neda Q3- The Natchitoches Parish Port: 
Driving Economic Impact

2025 Right to Life Gala- Be the light
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