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"Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & 
Inspiring Generations"

The National Women's History Alliance (NWHA) has selected the 
theme "Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & Inspiring 
Generations" for Women's History Month 2025. This theme 
highlights the powerful influence of women who have dedicated 
their lives to education, mentorship, and leadership, shaping the 
minds and futures of all generations. Women's History Month is a 
time to recognize the historical achievements of women and 
celebrate their contributions to society, including in tech, fashion, 
medicine, science, activism, and more. March’s issue of The Real 
News is dedicated to local women who have made history or 
continue to make history in Natchitoches.  
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"Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & 
Inspiring Generations"

Betty Sawyer-Smith, Councilwoman at 

Large

The first black secretary in the office of a 

judge later became the first African American 

and female to hold office as councilwoman at 

large. Betty Sawyer Smith has been a beacon 

to the Natchitoches Community since *** and 

continues to fight for equality and unity 

within all communities. 

Mayor Patsy Ward Hoover, Civil Rights 

Activist

Was the first African American female to 

serve as the president of the 

Natchitoches Parish Council before being 

elected as Mayor of the Village of 

Natchez. Was one of the front runners in 

standing up for the African American 

community... 

Sylvia Morrow, Civil Rights Activist

The first Black and female to be elected 
to the Natchitoches City Council. She 
served as Councilwoman for 20 years. 
She was a pioneer for The City of 
Natchitoches and considered herself a 
voice for the people.
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"Moving Forward Together! Women Educating & 
Inspiring Generations"

Elnora Roberson, Civil Rights Activist

Filed lawsuit to end segregation of 

schools in Natchitoches Parish. Her hope 

is for the community to continue to thrive 
and work together. 

Captain Susan Oliphant Johnson

Made history as the first black and female 

to serve as captain of the Natchitoches 
Police Department. 

Kathy Berryman

First Black female to serve as 
patrolman & sergeant for the 
Natchitoches Police Department. 
First P.O.S.T (Peace Officer 
Standards Training Council) 
Juvenile Officer.
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The Community Culture Parade 
will be held on Saturday, March 
22, 2025, rolling out at 2 pm! Our 
very own Latorria Pier Freeman 
has the honor of being the Grand 
Marshal leading the parade!! 
That’s a huge congratulations and 
very well deserved! The 
Community Culture Parade isn’t 
something that we should take 
lightly or take for granted! It’s a 
public celebration for the African 
American culture filled with 
history, achievements, honors, 
and what our future may hold! 
The parade highlights the 
presence and the importance of 
the Black community! The parade 
will showcase the music, the 
dance, costumes, floats, cars, 
and valuable information that can 
educate many for years to come! 
The parade is a way of saying, hey, 
WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER!! Hey, 
it’s okay to STICK TOGETHER!! 

Significance of the Community Culture Parade March 22, 2025!

By: La’Quinta Scott-Favors



The Lincoln Institute, Natchitoches Parish Training School, and Central High 

School (LNC) Foundation Corporation Board and the Planning Committee would 

like to introduce their 2022 scholarship recipient, Samara Anissa Bayonne. 

Samara is the daughter of Kimberly Miles and Quentin Bayonne, and the 

granddaughter of Jackie and Hattie Miles, both natives of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana.

Samara, a former graduate of Heritage High School in Newport News, Virginia, 

currently attends Hampton University. Following the footsteps of her grandfather, 
Samara is majoring in Flight Aviation and studying to become a Licensed Pilot.

Samara is a member of the Organization of Black Aerospace Professionals 

(OBAP), a nonprofit organization dedicated to the education and advancement of 

minorities in all aviation and aerospace careers. This summer, Samara plans to 

volunteer at the Norfolk International Airport. Between college courses, 

extracurricular activities, and work, Samara is a very busy young lady! We are 
proud to hear how well she is doing!

The LNC Foundation Corporation Board and the 2022 Planning Committee is 

honored to present Samara with the scholarship that helps her strive toward her 
future career.

Congratulations Samara Bayonne! We wish you success in your career 
endeavors!

From the LNC Foundation Corporation Board President Gwendolyn Williams 
and the LNC 2022 Planning Committee President Gloria Wilson.

The Real News Louisiana March 21, 2025

6



The Real News Louisiana March 21, 2025

Remembering Creole Musician Lynn August
Joseph Leonard August, Jr. (1948-2025)

Born Joseph Leonard August Jr. on Aug. 7, 1948, in Lafayette, LA, Lynn August started out playing 
drums at age 11 before learning organ and piano in the 1960s. Recognizing the increasing 

popularity of zydeco, he bought an accordion and in the 1980s formed his own band, the Hot 
August Knights.

His first recorded album, “Zydeco Groove” from 1988, as well as others like “Creole Cruiser,” 
“Creole People,” and “Sauce Piquante” from the 1990s, expressed August’s deep pride of 

his Creole identity and its cultural traditions. Through his albums and multi-decade 
performance career as a zydeco accordionist, keyboardist, and singer he helped introduce 

Creole culture to new audiences while keeping its traditional roots alive. This included a 
performance at the 1998 Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival which celebrated all things Creole 

and the newly established Creole Heritage Center at NSULA.

Beyond his musical career, August was an entrepreneur and innovator. Drawing from his 
reality of being blind from an early age, in the 1990s he founded Touch Tech, a company 

dedicated to designing and selling computers for visually impaired individuals.

August was buried at Evangeline Memorial Gardens in Carencro, LA in late February, but his 
music will continue to empower Louisiana Creoles for generations to come.

Publicity photo utilized for the 1998 
Natchitoches-NSU Folk Festival. 

YouTube video “Lynn August, “Creole 
People” on his 1999 album of the same 
title (Aim Records). 



The Real News Louisiana March 21, 2025

8

Eternal Peace Funeral Home Welcomes Insurance Agent 
Raven Birdon
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Author Spotlight Jennifer Dorsey

My name is Jennifer Dorsey, I was born 
and raised in Natchitoches, Louisiana, to 
Sandra and Bubba Dorsey. I am the 
mother of three handsome boys, a loving 
wife to an awesome husband, and an 
inspiring inspiration to all. I was raised in 
the Church of God in Christ. As a young 
child I used to write poems and songs to 
express myself and the way I felt about 
God. I think back to when my teachers 
were shocked at what I had written. 
Writing has always been a way of escape 
and a safe place for me. I remember 
encouraging others around me and 
bringing food to school to feed those in 
need. Inspiring and encouraging others 
has always been a part of my life. 
Throughout life there may be difficult 
challenges, but we must always keep God 
within our hearts. God's word encourages 
us to stay strong, encouraged, inspired 
and to never give up on life. God gave me 
the inspiration for this book to encourage 
you to never give up no matter what life 
may bring. No matter your situation, 
problems, background, lifestyle, or 
mental health status, God is there and will 
love you unconditionally. Please allow 
these inspirational quotes to encourage 
and inspire your life daily.

Many times, in life, people may take you 
for granted or we may allow their words 
and actions to discourage us. 

Remember to never let what others say 
about you discourage you or destroy the 
inspiration that lies within you. You must 
encourage yourself, stay positive, keep 
moving forward, and lean on God's word.
On my life's journey, I have learned that 
God will always keep you strong no 
matter what people say, do, or think of 
you. The only one who truly matters in the 
end is God. This book will fill you with 
inspiration that’s waiting for you to 
release into the atmosphere. This book of 
inspirations will assist you in becoming 
the best version of yourself.
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Department of Biology and Microbiology to sponsor Venomous Handling 
course in May

NATCHITOCHES - The Department of Biology and Microbiology at Northwestern State 
University will sponsor a certification course in Level 1 Venomous Handling for the general 
public on May 24-25 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Room 122 of Bienvenu Hall. The course 
will be taught by the Rattlesnake Conservancy, a non-profit organization committed to the 
long-term preservation of imperiled rattlesnake species.  The fee for the course is $349.

This course is designed for a land manager, environmental consultant, first responder, 
homeowner, zookeeper, veterinary professional, biologist, herpetology enthusiast, 
photographer or anyone looking to learn how to safely handle venomous reptiles while 
receiving a professional certification.

This two-day course combines classroom instruction in topics including native venomous 
snake species, ecology, snake anatomy and physiology, reproductive behavior, venom 
toxicology, emergency snakebite management, captive husbandry. and more. It will include 
hands-on techniques like single hooking, double hooking, bagging, and containing 
venomous snakes.

These courses have been taught to thousands of students across the United States and set 
the industry standard in safe handling practices.

For more information, go to https://www.savethebuzztails.org/events/level-1-venomous-
handling-certification-course-northwestern-state-university-louisiana.

https://www.savethebuzztails.org/events/level-1-venomous-handling-certification-course-northwestern-state-university-louisiana
https://www.savethebuzztails.org/events/level-1-venomous-handling-certification-course-northwestern-state-university-louisiana
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Come and be part of a Day in the 
Park dedicated to raising 
awareness and support for 
individuals and families affected 
by Autism. The Autism Awareness 
Day In the Park hosted by Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated-
Mu Omega Zeta Chapter of in 
partnership with Healthy Blue 
Louisiana, promises a day full of 
meaningful activities. Event 
Highlights: Refreshing Walk: Start 
your day with a rejuvenating 
walk. Food: Savor a variety of 
tasty treats. Games: Games for all 
ages. Inspiring Speakers: Listen to 
guest speakers who are 
passionate advocates for Autism 
awareness. By attending, you’ll 
help spread awareness about 
Autism and show your support 
for the community. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
connect with others who share 
your passion, deepen your 
understanding of Autism, and 
make a positive impact on the 
lives of those affected by the 
condition. Save the Date! Join us 
for a day filled with fun, 
education, and support at the 
Autism Awareness Fun Day. 
Together, we can create a more 
inclusive and understanding 
environment for all.

Mu Omega Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated 
will host Autism Day in the Park
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Shiloh Baptist Church Celebrates the First Year Pastoral Anniversary
Pastor Carlos & Lady Rosie Donaway
Photographer: RTSS Photography
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Shiloh Baptist Church Celebrates the First Year Pastoral Anniversary
Pastor Carlos & Lady Rosie Donaway
Photographer: RTSS Photography
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BOM Gives Back

BOM Bank is proud to announce Brittany 
Barton as a recipient of the 4 Under 40 Award 
at the Natchitoches Area of Commerce Go 
Natchitoches Awards Luncheon. Brittany is a 
member of our Operations Department in 
Natchitoches. She was recognized as BOM’s 
Volunteer of the Year at the 2024 BOM Bank 
Christmas Party. She is also the Kiwanis Club of 
Natchitoches President, Natchitoches Area 
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador, and a 
member of the Natchitoches Young 
Professionals. Congratulations Brittany.
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What Now? 
By: Evangelist Bonita Moses Arnold

  We’ll like to believe that lately it has been more deaths than 

ever. But that’s not necessarily the case, just as babies are 

being born daily, so are people dying daily. We aren’t here to 

stay, and although any separation from a loved one causes 

much pain and grief. If we were to reference Joshua 1:9 we 

will see that it’s no need to be in dismay. For it tells us that: 

"Have I not commanded you be strong and of good courage 

be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God 
is with thee wherever thou go.” What now? Trust God!
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2024-25 Category Winners

•Excellence in Start-Up: Rolling Hills Ministries Thrift Store
•Excellence in Non-Profit: Ben D. Johnson Educational Center
•Excellence in Online Presence: NSU Marketing & Branding
•Excellence in Health & Wellness: Trinity Integrated Health & Wellness
•Excellence in Medical Services: Natchitoches Regional Medical Center
•Excellence in Food & Beverage: Sweetie's Bar-B-Q
•Excellence in Entertainment: NSU Creative & Performing Arts Department (CAPA)
•Excellence in Professional Services: Archie's Paint & Body Shop
•Excellence in Public Services: Natchitoches Parish Library
•Excellence in Retail: Cane River Kitchenware
•Excellence in Lodging: Andrew Morris House
•Excellence in Financial Services: First Federal Bank of Louisiana
•Excellence in Industrial Production: Lott Oil Company

2024-25 Individual Honorees

•Lifetime Achievement: Dr. Otis Barnum
•Go Natchitoches Award: Henry & Debbie Taylor
•Ambassador of the Year: Barbara Leech
•NYP 4 Under 40: Alexa Bernard-Conday, Brittany Barton, Holly Guillory, 
Tiffany Woods
•Outgoing Chamber Chairman: David Clary
•Outgoing Ambassador Chair: India Rhodes



The Real News Louisiana March 21, 2025

18

Go Natchitoches Awards: A Showcase in 
Excellence

Photo Credit: RTSS Photography
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Go Natchitoches Awards: A Showcase in 
Excellence

March 21, 2025The Real News Louisiana
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Natchitoches Regional Medical 
Center recognized and honored 
the contributions of ten of their 
African American doctors. 
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The Concerned Citizens Association of Natchitoches honored six 
individuals for their contributions to the community of Natchitoches. 
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The Concerned Citizens Association of Natchitoches honored six 
individuals for their contributions to the community of Natchitoches. 
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Scenes from The Concerned Citizens Association of Natchitoches Event
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Scenes from The Concerned Citizens Association of Natchitoches Event
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Peace, Love, and Special Olympics! NSU hosts 
Red River Area Games 

NATCHITOCHES – A parade of athletes with the hearts of champions competed 
in the Special Olympics Louisiana Red River Area Games on March 18th.

Athletes, coaches and supporters from East Natchitoches Elementary, Fairview 
Alpha, Goldonna, Lakeview, Marthaville, Natchitoches Central, NSU Middle Lab, 
Provencal, Weaver Elementary, Cenla, Red River, Castor and Natchitoches ARC 
took part in track and field contests, arts and crafts, a cornhole tournament and 
free play activities at Northwestern State University’s Walter Ledet Track and 
Field Complex.

NSU’s President’s Leadership Program hosted the event, one of the 
organization’s community impact projects, with student, faculty, and staff 
volunteers from St. Mary’s, Natchitoches Central, NSU First Year Experience, 
Alpha Lambda Delta, Blue Key Honor Society, NSU Athletics, Student Services, 
Recruiting, Residential Life and several other campus offices. Special Olympics 
was also supported by BOM Bank, Natchitoches Area Jaycees, and the 
Natchitoches Parish Sheriff’s Office, which provided lunches for 
competitors/artists and coaches.

100 Meter Run:
Athletes bolted from the starting line of 
the 100-meter run Tuesday during the 
Special Olympics Louisiana Red River 
Area Games.

Torch Run:
Area athletes opened the Special Olympics 
Red River Games with the traditional torch 
run.
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Engage Credit Union 50th 
Anniversary Celebration

Photo Credit: Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce
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Black Owned Business Spotlight

Natchitoches natives Daryl and Letrisha Walker 
have opened Sweetie’s Bar-B-Q & Blues House, a 
dine-in restaurant recognized as the 2024 Go 
Natchitoches recipient of the Excellence in Food 
and Beverage Award. Sweetie’s Bar-B-Q and Blues 
House is another example of how important  
businesses are to a growing community. Black-
owned businesses reveal their vital role in fostering 
culture, resilience, and community impact. Each 
business, from lively barbershops to inviting cafes 
and lounges, tells a unique story and provides 
essential goods and services while building 
community pride and helps foster a sense of 
belonging within the community. By supporting local 
entrepreneurs, residents contribute to economic 
vitality, create jobs, and encourage the growth of 
future generations. Additionally, Black-owned 
businesses often champion social causes and 
engage in initiatives to uplift underrepresented 
voices. These businesses often advocate for social 
causes, weaving together community solidarity and 
cultural heritage. Their success serves as a beacon 
of hope and empowerment, reminding everyone of 
the strength found in diversity and shared purpose.

Congratulations to the Walker Family on this great 
accomplishment!
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Commercial Driver's License (CDL) Program at Bossier Parish 
Community College Natchitoches Location

Bossier Parish Community College officially launched their new Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL) training program in Natchitoches. The program will offer 
hands on training along with classroom instruction and practical training in a 
fully equipped tractor-trailer. 

Enrollment is now open! 
The first cohort group starts on April 14th. 
For more details, visit: https://bit.ly/3FEJB1l

If you have any questions please contact Sherie Moore, CDL Program 
Coordinator, at smoore@bpcc.edu.

Don’t miss this chance to get started on a rewarding career path!

Photo Credit: BPCC

https://bit.ly/3FEJB1l
mailto:smoore@bpcc.edu
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Jesus Calls Us to Come to Him by Francis Day
By: Francis Day

Jesus kept things simple. His message was often simply, "Come!"
  Are we curious? Are we looking for something more in life? Two of John's disciples 

heard John refer to Jesus, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" They were curious and followed 
Jesus. Jesus asked them, "What are you looking for?" Perhaps unsure what to say, they 
answered, "Rabbi, where are you staying?" Jesus answered, "Come and see" (John 1:36-
39).
  Perhaps we are busy with our work and daily lives. Like the fishermen at Lake Galilee, 
we are busily fishing or fixing our nets. And Jesus suddenly says, "Come after me, and I 
will make you fishers of men" (Matthew 4:18-22).
  Sometimes Jesus speaks to our hearts in moments of quiet prayer. At other times, it is 

in our busy daily lives that we hear his call, "Come!"
  Perhaps we are struggling. Perhaps we are weighed down with burdens. Jesus says, 

"Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 
11:28-30).
  But if Jesus invites us to come to him, we may need to leave other things behind. In 

Matthew 19:16-30, we read of a rich young man who felt drawn to Jesus. He sensed a 
need for something deeper to fulfill his life. In response to his persistent questioning, 
Jesus said to him, "Go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."
  Especially, we long to hear Jesus tell us to come to him at the Last Judgment, as we 

read in Matthew 25:31-46. To those on his right Jesus says, "Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father." To those on his left Jesus says, "Depart from me." This passage speaks of 
feeding the hungry, welcoming the stranger, and caring for the ill and those in prison. 
Jesus explains that whatever we do for these least ones, we do for him. Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta often reflected on these words of Jesus, "You did it for me."
  In John 6:35 Jesus says, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never 

hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst." In John 6:37 Jesus says, 
"Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and I will not reject anyone who 
comes to me." In John 6:44 Jesus explains, "No one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draw him, and I will raise him on the last day."
  In John 11 we read of the death and raising of Lazarus. Perhaps we are spiritually dead 

in sin. Perhaps we feel empty and dead inside. But Jesus can call us to new life. In the 
death of our sin, may we hear Jesus call us by name, even as he said to his friend, 
"Lazarus, come forth!"
  As it says in Psalm 95, "If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts." As Samuel 

said, "Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening" (1 Samuel 3:1-10).
  Jesus is looking at you and at me. He is repeating to you and me what he said to 

others. "Come, follow me!" "Come to me, you who are weary and find life burdensome." 
We may not know what our future holds for us. We do not know what God has planned 
for us (1 Corinthians 2:9). But Jesus invites us to take his hand and go with him. "Come 
and see!"
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CONTACT US
Phone: (318) 354-7712

Email:

 support@therealnewslouisiana.com

www.therealnewslouisiana.com

P.O. Box 1082 Natchitoches, La 71458

mailto:support@therealnewslouisiana.com
mailto:support@therealnewslouisiana.com
http://www.therealnewslouisiana.com/
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