THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

In CONGRESS, Juy 4, ys.

“‘Gfie artiinous Declarafion s s me States of Wnverica,

\Y?ﬁm ol

; . S ; .
Contsae gp foeormian coirds, of beecniar m;;éuy,/.n ene frecpls &

Lol M frosiat bands, whech b conssocid Hiom- ik -anmcthis.; aned &~

e semeen e flewess .7’//" cathh //A;/rﬁamd ﬂur//?llm //;/ﬁ;w
/f‘)’r{l(;/ dbctivee Hee nwyl".: whivilh r;ayfa'/%}m dotiie /.‘}”J,/Jr.w o

VT o o o Vit wm,/.«f N %’r/ orcditl-dfiirre, o deant. ~M¢m‘/c

e (ﬁ;ulmu 9¢’mun£;;u/ g s #wé‘/%r’

o ficiid Hove sl &-Ar ﬁfwu[d/, St alt mere ate m;,ﬂ,f,mﬁ; %’#/Iﬁ‘] are-trdowed {( S btz

Yhcae aw .J‘q} ! <ot

willy acrlacn wnalanalle Reghts, fhut-amen
A 7
e

//‘.m,;_. /; 5 f:; aonsentd fﬂymmmx =

7 35 . L] AN .
ererumint, tng i govendalion én wceohl. /l.'uu‘( 1t rJIfﬂ/r‘( ey 1»7 il /w.w./ e d.’n% /’f".{m 5 .q.lf([’;lnr

o g ] 4 hiv F . ’ s . » . . 5 4
ol -leilile ial Zrm:m;ma/r Lon .‘a/rl?(’l-l/z{d//'/”vlh/ ret de f'/h{lljalf‘f/ P /7/.‘/ atrest Bwteiric ((y(]’;; i (uu{é[t/ﬂa{rﬁfﬂl’a\%ﬂfﬂ# Aotk /{/;ruw o feal.
7] .

cnls e ,/"Bi'""“ ’1‘, Hhar 6 ir;}/}/ Siriaeliay ﬁ}‘l r{/‘:""(j‘flt}y] e /,‘-mu & ioheih /,’1474 it weridtigned’ ﬁﬂ/ “;
pdereeis 1 (J-uj-w 1 sedece biim conedbt- aboodods cafpolesne 5 ol ¢ Hieet nyﬁ.‘f,/'f(; Hied il Aot /1’/’/1’«#—*'% dacels
Leere e /14411{/ /t;jﬁ'm)m o Yivae (':{;-mr‘.}; ,:m/ /1.’/(/1'{;/ Aourihe ua}é;ﬁ/ “ '/G;e‘-/:',wmﬁm}m %;m & ali
v i’"‘ ,f/u.'r/:u)/ 7‘1%;'?14:!/ e
wm/x{ : i :.//tﬂ& e u/fo‘u«/ Rt Lot Aoanss, ﬁ; srtott-vikoolbsome aid peceta
ﬂ)l//lll/‘;ll“l}l I}‘I%l‘tézmz—, un{zzyim bireiloed 1}1/}52 75:1?/:)-” LIS (T arit il B b irncd - and sohirne
/'a/ oo Lo /41 e aaommodadin 7/ ff}eff Aih:/-fyf /JA¢4 ,(méj /,é:: /!19/:4/’ wonld rz/n;fm// Hie

o dpeands m{y. A calld. éys/ 4 Z

A

et
flbinet. ool i St foas dijiodicd AopdFflboe Hiusss

by ol Hie fcssnd ' Hfoihs . Hhal & frease eoe- Lphts
o wpirierct wny i .7’(/2-:« siesmenid Decemin ditiiielive .7 Hhhewe nds o di S lﬂff! 7?%{! ﬁﬂﬂ.‘f

146’;7&; et
estcis anid. i biliires, all, /1;:¢»,,.g' s ddbedd /u’/ tie y/’m*:f/;/.i};uld 47/ an-abacid “y

sight of o
. A / 7 . P i s
éjvt:v/d e t(}na{u &, /«’a«w dnitsesil, sencompodaite, and' n/a/amf ﬁ:’m' Hhe (Ifdtw/m. j 7’ lﬁil /{«/ﬂ'e (.jl)mn{,/m S M%Jt’&nx
sihealidly, M of fiosirg soille
phates. Gilon ok

vein el i rmlllsz/(a/amwy Aore, Jw'w'./(z Hieet /:;./-
Lralht oty yMl &, apm/ﬁ wntidae: rewr—
J[-:r// warn mool /Mfy % %m/ Ji/aw .f; ‘;1 ma/ //aﬁ/h}tf‘f. f]wﬂ,rnd%
et prvie / 2 ?f:/-r;f;z, ,,,5,5
heri iz dong Fraer ?!,alfuw ww/u :%dft"lw, /mﬂtjf (J'dt‘ﬂ'ltr"{;;( fo vame - (Ugecl

j:'wmmmi/ s and Zﬁﬂdww‘[ -nm-ﬁmké o Mheet. f ielisie. fooeiity. — ik
< 7Y i / L2 Ny
o fotments | Mgl piillip it
éamyz over fhbiue - St s .j?ﬁe‘(m- Do dolsTexels e feebricttia Lo a eam
— % ﬂ;u (;ﬁ;}/Au S j{'ﬂt!nﬂl.’ &/:2/4 J;«u 7".«.;11”4(&«'4 :

.is/«/uﬂa{a/. /J;/{al u//a}',g -m’éa’&/ o a/ﬁm/ Fethene e S :%c‘ua/ %
L A hedog ot L alte A /;.-_r//’!u'mu‘z fethene .rm//;tmm//z}k' 2

4 5 Pl - 5 P T
aé»f lﬁ«irw,%lf(-.md( ﬂfjﬁaﬁéam,'/a cavse- offieis fy e elbctod; ll-vgwf fre

r-j‘/z.}&zﬁc'i flowess, i

o ,},,/é, caridimne ac;/fwa«/%ia/[ /%-fﬁr:gal f;f;;ma;ln om whdid, and. convedsiens et 2

Zf /J&/.fmw/é. /7 , s 1,’"‘1 7 7 sl /ﬂ?ﬂ’l{ﬁ/ﬁum Fhace J}U}(dd:’h’ I)I:Zf:ﬂ.,gnm/mn}r- o
iministidine-of Jisslic. {/ wofseing Ao }sz todaans i cotitiiifing Jiedbeiiry flococis

& /szmo«i’ ot i e e fzs sevitid i malbidiichs- of e Siar Eif i, arid winl fithiige v 7

1, it M/ &aa.,.#wra{:y Lernacs witlioud the bonsent gf:’w é/ﬁié&mn : St haea ‘g're/(-//:‘m. s

il thhers 1o ;@m/ P yx‘at&ﬂr}k /at jx bttt conalidialiins, and riack
. . P onte g o ’
AT /ng‘v/;.a CAPREILY H : — ,,é’t (23 fame Lyf @ PoeR Hzirt i”l"” ////m.m’wrul fm L u/ﬁnj:.:
e i et . g J v P~
mt-ujfm&' mré‘; e /Mtdsz/ﬂjf aw«'/: — _,‘/ﬂ_fufmnr.y (szu et a'rlétth.‘ it € = i
o

i {f}lt’ﬂé [m;fn}-:}y

3.

B

o Ao bl o

"

S /aum:&amw/ o fhreverd //;r/l.«-/u
_/Z} A gl (/{«éa .4,&1-:::4:«4(‘ o Aus Wil aloni,
e //fr}f/'m ln(éﬂl)ﬂ%ﬁ/ Ue -.rm/ mﬂn«‘v 4 ﬂf l}l)i.'f}‘ ./{mrw e ol .//ﬂ

it ffé‘ kol carinimin e dn Mok torids ez d,éréa e
g %

Areres,

iéa@‘m‘. o i
retandy zint ’,/ﬁ;, wsrvnafiores en //& 2 1;1/};; /la/;é’ 5 Y Yies s i’aca/ /yr
‘ ‘-f// ,ﬂ/%:-c 7 /fv/drffﬁ; C/f%é’a/ lorge /,/,, fhece sxercise ; Ahe .éé wenraun

L I{/e:r//m e s ez
7 e /{W\A’/ e dic
/ﬁ/;ﬁ. Gridsie 74‘/4«: fvr‘w, «)w_/ﬂt’ il
)ﬁc&u é‘ﬁ:m’é ot /?m/é ind cal vt fieci. fhetotianee —_ /Z Aore é:// among

faboon 7”’//)’.«4 Mt 1
2 e iy

e

s o

/ k2
¢ trews compenind

o pient Lotices Lt ‘f%uéu.f/ it — ot fmﬁzuy a;:fx (';-a{z'uf'

e vl

o ]
caved, ;71/14.'& l‘;-;u( i 1}%’«7;@(‘ ’

S it i

Coreces w,}(; m/ﬁiﬁ}’ /7::/41‘1 néaﬂf-m 4;‘2‘;" M«éwu inarng ‘ii-*utm ’/.?wm;ca 5

o au fs tndie d &lone an u:auyﬁ&’ anel /’1;1 uy’&mmx/ Vi crikodlecen

i3 (7 s ¥ /
/u — ‘j‘n /uau/sudu 2t nr/;/

0\2 %um an t]t.&ém {Z. nm{u/, wu/ m{.‘uyu‘;y JZZ ﬁr«M
fit diirpee.- abeliitl: Luidh 4;-‘.7/&(’« Colonets : %&.— 5

/z‘au&mnii% fhe HAnines (;!'r'ua :’/rw:nmrn/-z. — ‘2-4-» of

ln'zf smv:} vul.[d/:aléu. boleahy ot manj Juakl M and
// mr_m:,»-/; Sl , an-{técf;trﬂ' Woresetin

Lol

“ 7

f% i cabilscatl Lo vennmeerit Toaicy
. (

Af’m‘-ﬁ(tfl’/ .

idbclasires 103 o1l gffhas C 7

%«w‘/} /am&.’-&/ vt rieond BaasBononss g, e (."/.m", lﬂuf'ﬂ//lv Hhes
; /‘:d A‘Irmf y Mmmb ,41, s eidleorrite 71#«4 /{If’:ué ot ﬁuﬁﬂm . oY /;1// /A.;

e st s e Transhontiny dusge Uomiis of plssspn

ol i /M % /; ST vt o, it e AT gy

Luvagimg &N o Bt B o g Wi
cqireg Hize o ~ DN ﬁwﬂww./‘w s, waviaged oo waale, buand ourTotins, an hoyed the lwes
Wlrscerries (fv'awﬂéaz‘ S ek ‘f*dzlalf oot 7},4'"7., a cmg:,
.

L g

Ao guare ur% ctbeimatanas . ‘(‘W/}f] ..‘/iﬂ/;/
S o : Z 7 f
Sed, Pa n}e}{}'n/,wéii e B e il A s (:r{;m.: Z,

é‘%‘{“‘ m/d /.rf}l{ '/(7;:.; /eﬁ;at .tz-:”.ﬁ a msf
nndelises J}/li’m'- .fa/;ua'ﬂ. oL L, (]/tj Ifm el Cornerte Ay&m% anracr it md—/ /;:u r.um{mm:/ b é/m;./ ore e

Ll

t):f:‘pﬂm fpm. ritiera, fiie mes et AN e SN A
Lavs %ﬂ:/ Hed ::;; He mw/ﬁ':nnﬁ:#;u - @WM
“ m?#’zd&f; Hivrubvofa ﬁxz /ﬁn?ié v ANt Komwre L orperrinritin
- alle piisdiitle
Ll ol
Y5 it Mo asgasacs sl
therefove, Hie Refoecserdite

ocie colbahdtoin

wisfiy

st
¢

i

et
%—?m”;énﬁ

Stafes
Mot Ao, Hiey.

Plitiirer A Aé;vmuwaé;; &, m:?‘AZ M;{«y/

RO W PR /Z;m/ﬂ){o-rdmﬁm 74' i amsigrdlion-ainid /éﬁmmén’a; o .74/&44/ A{%u ﬂ%ﬁﬂw}ﬁ, s awf:aw
wﬁdm’l’: P c/ sreeritadlip snitod I://A"mb mJ pitesfiond a/

 scheek. dlvosiriots it z:«

:féé mn&b&faﬁs_of@hmr{m; i lenaral Eoregecs, dier

Aonilins, o, noAfe-Ninesand by Qudionily of He goord il tose fidonscs, folormndy 7 %f/ 2

iz Mﬂ({m/ j{o‘mr aﬂtz’&,t;»«c z.#;’c?mﬁﬂ &awnq anMé

fmaf{:u/. 4 e ek, odimatisie 7/ all a’:f(ao
%}dq iohine choradhias
VA

ond cordifna. De. of WA pesfoiens HeZ.
PR B T A 5
stind zZra #ﬂn‘ﬁ/

y
A i deatiant

o dome-Aotine.of abmpits

L fzwe

, osaliidicres do-ons (athih Bocliis
7z Loo-Hove b b Yo vocoe of pustioe an y
tma'/t{h/«/ [/.’.tm,aa (Wf;{/z %»M%Mn@/f guﬂuia o #{j mx@‘! - .ﬁm/’u e
! A Wmf%&«&ﬁtm o.f’ﬂimtﬂ cocdbdiidh T
Suidbiiits-and dectiite,” St oo Unnitid bodonces ase; a..,//ﬁfé ey il o't anbﬁﬁ‘oc?;;mf
7 mMn,ﬂrwu%uma!ﬁé’aéﬁ?f rcat Burticn; b an éﬁ&ﬁ , dife "/;Mu@
ace, conthicet: Whbiricos, st liokt. Commuece., and o di all eftioe Lds o ’74 ud{:’a/:i -/;W/Wﬂ(éﬁé./

e,

Mt may

/u’:ﬂ& F. 7 M!‘M
HE LIMﬁﬁﬁW%, woil,

;»Mémzndgaﬁmﬁﬁu

%& QMJA& &ﬂ@%ﬂéaﬁ au»{ 0%(/!"4 %’ bez'ﬂ‘t-v

6{"’ 1.16’.
S /L%,.J

Pucttyn (o

: Lo Spnese
T Fooper—> .

JL/ eves

4, s
T4 for s 3‘_‘" o e i3 sy ..
.,//‘1'&7 Ao (B !

Tt ATAC>
"(4!&;

éW :c:(/(,,x;a_;/.

%‘5 g’-)ﬁ/ wiar 4/-/

Fhoomas Lok T

Georpe e
._g:{aat( /;,ﬁ'ﬂ /

SHreprcei

Garler Graatere —

7

ot et 22

£}

Py oless o
Py Harri G
J—‘ﬁu A Ai -L &

s

Kot trorre
Linpamesiediirrt

Saar %

i

U Lol Aot

1ikl Soar ey

g SO s LA
wrg

MZI

Sl o
Y

thsitye Horsy
g Hrpons
e ‘é;%fu —5
”5
%}‘-"

[) Zar'rp i
_c—%{ad% r{» %yn?‘n ~

ez J”L"
i



The Declaration of Independence

The following text is a transcription of the Stone Engraving of the parchment Declaration of Independence.
The spelling and punctuation reflects the original.

In Congress, July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, When in the Course of human
events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants
only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of
their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.



He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by
our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing

the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous

ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.



In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as
we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to
the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political

connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce,
and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

|Georgia) [Massachusetts| [Pennsylvania] [New York] [ New Hampshire]
Button Gwinnett John Hancock Robert Morris William Floyd Josiah Bartlett
Lyman Hall Benjamin Rush Philip Livingston William Whipple
George Walton [Maryland) Benjamin Franklin Francis Lewis

Samuel Chase John Morton Lewis Morris [Massachusetts]
[North Carolina) William Paca George Clymer Samuel Adams
William Hooper Thomas Stone James Smith |New Jersey] John Adams
Joseph Hewes Charles Carroll of George Taylor Richard Stockton Robert Treat Paine
John Penn Carrollton James Wilson John Witherspoon Elbridge Gerry

George Ross Francis Hopkinson

[South Carolinal [Virginia] John Hart [Rhode Island)
Edward Rutledge George Wythe | Delaware] Abraham Clark Stephen Hopkins
Thomas Heyward, Jr.  Richard Henry Lee Caesar Rodney William Ellery
Thomas Lynch, Jr. Thomas Jefferson George Read
Arthur Middleton Benjamin Harrison Thomas McKean [Connecticut]

Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott

[New Hampshire|
Matthew Thornton



