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Hello! 

Welcome to the Little Bunny Bear 'My Potty Training Plan'. This
workbook is designed to help you create and personalise your plan
with all the essential information you need to potty train gently in line
with the best possible research evidence.  Use this alongside the
presentations. 

As a qualified Children's Nurse and Research Practitioner, I understand
the importance of having an evidence base for the care I give. That's
why Little Bunny Bear e-learning is underpinned by good peer-
reviewed research. But it's also important for you to make your own,
because every child and family are different. 

Potty training is a time of great leaps and bounds for your child and
my aim is to help you make it a positive experience.  

I wish you all the best with your journey!

Text, illustrations and design are copyright © Rebecca Mottram, Little Bunny Bear. The rights of the copyright holder are asserted.
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without permission in writing from the Publisher. 

Disclaimer:I have made every effort to make the information here up to date and correct at the time of writing (June 2022). I cannot
assume and hereby disclaim any liability to any party for any loss, damage or disruption caused by errors and omissions of any kind.
Any action you take upon this information is strictly at your own risk. This guide is also not a substitute for medical advice of doctors
or other health care professionals. You should always consult with your doctor about anything you are worried about concerning
matters related to your child’s health. Thank you.
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Consultations 

Rebecca offers one to one supervision for potty training, including troubleshooting
and overcoming complex problems such as constipation and refusal.   You can book a
consultation with Rebecca by contacting her directly  via email to
rebecca@littlebunnybear.com.  You can find out more about consultations and what
to expect via the website www.littlebunnybear.com 

Online support 

Rebecca has an online group which is inclusive for everyone. You can find this here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pottylearningsupport/

E-Guide for baby pottying (0-18m) 

You can find my e-guide to Baby Pottying via Etsy. This guide is suitable for those with
a younger child aged 0-18m. Scan the WR code here to take you to the listing or click
on this link: https://www.etsy.com/uk/listing/699504404/elimination-communication-
guides-baby 

Support and contact information  

www.littlebunnybear.com

http://www.littlebunnybear.com/
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Body awareness
Communication 
Understanding
Physical ability

Understanding where your child is at according to the skills needed
to be independent from nappies can help you set
appropriate expectations.   All children develop skills at a difference
pace, so it is important to understand where you child may be
along the way, so that you can tailor your support to their
understanding and capability.  

You can see a summary of all the skills related to potty use and
independence on the next page. They are grouped by age and 
 categorised into four main areas:

Skills are grouped into the earliest age 
at which a child may show them but 
they are given as a guide only. Do not 
worry if your child is not yet showing 
the average skills at the age highlighted. 
Your child will get there!

MY CHILD'S AGE AND STAGE

www.littlebunnybear.com



12
-1

8 
m

on
th

s 
(a

ft
er

 w
al

ki
ng

)

P
ot

ty
 s

ki
lls

 g
ri

d
Sh

ow
in

g
 w

h
en

 m
os

t 
d

ev
el

op
m

en
ta

lly
 t

yp
ic

al
 c

h
ild

re
n

 a
re

 c
ap

ab
le

 o
f l

ea
rn

in
g

 s
ki

lls
 if

 g
iv

en
 t

h
e 

op
p

or
tu

n
it

y.
  

Sk
ill

s 
ar

e 
lis

te
d

 a
s 

th
e 

ea
rl

ie
st

 t
im

e 
at

 w
h

ic
h

 m
os

t 
ch

ild
re

n
 c

an
 s

ta
rt

 t
o 

le
ar

n
 a

n
d

 d
ev

el
op

 t
h

e 
sk

ill
.

E
ac

h
 u

n
iq

u
e 

ch
ild

 m
ay

 m
as

te
r 

th
is

 s
ki

ll 
at

 a
 d

iff
er

en
t 

p
ac

e 
b

u
t 

ca
n

 le
ar

n
 a

n
d

 d
ev

el
op

 a
t 

th
es

e 
ag

es
.

A
ge

/S
ki

ll
Ca

te
go

ry
0-

6 
m

on
th

s

Bo
dy

aw
ar

en
es

s

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n

U
nd

er
st

an
di

ng

Ph
ys

ic
al

 
ab

ili
ty

Sh
ow

s 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

of
 fu

ll
bl

ad
de

r/
bo

w
el

. A
w

ar
e 

of
 w

ee
in

g 
an

d
po

oi
ng

. S
ho

w
s 

di
sl

ik
e 

of
 s

oi
le

d/
w

et
na

pp
y.

 W
ak

es
 fr

om
 s

le
ep

 to
 p

oo

Aw
ar

e 
of

 w
ee

 a
nd

 p
oo

bu
t u

na
bl

e 
to

co
ns

is
te

nt
ly

 d
is

tin
gu

is
h

on
e 

fr
om

 th
e 

ot
he

r 

Ab
le

 to
 d

is
tin

gu
is

h
w

ee
 a

nd
 p

oo
 d

ur
in

g
or

 a
fte

r v
oi

di
ng

6-
12

 
m

on
th

s
(c

ra
w

lin
g)

18
-2

4 
m

on
th

s
24

+ 
m

on
th

s

Kn
ow

s 
di

ffe
re

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

w
ee

an
d 

po
o 

be
fo

re
 v

oi
di

ng

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
 to

ili
ng

ne
ed

s 
w

ith
 w

or
ds

 o
r

ge
st

ur
es

/s
ig

n 
la

ng
ua

ge
.

Ca
n 

te
ll 

ca
re

gi
ve

r t
he

y
ar

e 
vo

id
in

g 
as

 th
ey

 d
o 

it
or

 s
tr

ai
gh

t a
fte

rw
ar

ds

Ca
n 

ve
rb

al
is

e 
to

ile
tin

g
ne

ed
s

Ve
rb

al
is

es
 n

ee
d 

be
fo

re
 g

oi
ng

 to
th

e 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 p
la

ce
po

tt
y/

to
ile

t

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
to

ile
tin

g 
ne

ed
s 

no
n-

ve
rb

al
ly

. e
.g

.
po

in
tin

g,
ex

pr
es

si
on

s,
m

m
ov

es
 to

w
ar

ds
po

tt
y/

to
ile

t, 
pu

lls
 a

t
na

pp
y

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
el

im
in

at
io

ns
th

ro
ug

h 
no

n-
ve

rb
al

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

In
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 c
an

 s
it 

lo
ng

en
ou

gh
 to

 c
om

pl
et

e 
vo

id
,

Kn
ow

s 
w

ha
t t

he
 p

ot
ty

/t
oi

le
t i

s 
fo

r 

Fo
llo

w
s 

in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 to
 g

o
to

 th
e 

to
ile

t, 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

s
se

qu
en

ce
 o

f u
nd

re
ss

in
g

be
fo

re
 s

itt
in

g

U
nd

er
st

an
ds

 th
e 

w
ho

le
 to

ile
tin

g
se

qu
en

ce
 (b

od
y 

aw
ar

en
es

s,
 in

iti
at

in
g

po
tt

y/
to

ile
t v

is
it,

 u
nd

re
ss

in
g,

 s
itt

in
g,

w
ip

in
g,

 d
re

ss
in

g,
 w

as
hi

ng
 a

nd
 d

ry
in

g
ha

nd
s)

W
ith

 c
ar

eg
iv

er
 c

an
si

t l
on

g 
en

ou
gh

 to
co

m
pl

et
e 

vo
id

,
un

de
rs

ta
nd

s 
ba

si
c

la
ng

ua
ge

Ca
n 

le
ar

n 
to

as
so

ci
at

e 
a 

so
un

d
or

 c
ue

 w
ith

 th
e 

ac
t

of
 v

oi
di

ng

Ca
n 

m
ou

nt
 p

ot
ty

un
ai

de
d,

 c
an

 p
ul

l l
oo

se
tr

ou
se

rs
 w

ith
el

as
tic

at
ed

 w
ai

st
 d

ow
n,

ca
n 

dr
y 

ha
nd

s 
w

ith
to

w
el

, c
an

 ru
b 

ha
nd

s
un

de
r w

at
er

 to
 m

ak
e

bu
bb

le
s 

w
ith

 s
oa

p.
 C

an
in

iti
at

e 
so

m
e 

ta
sk

s
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
 a

s
re

qu
es

te
d 

by
 c

ar
eg

iv
er

s

Co
ns

ci
ou

s 
co

nt
ro

l o
f s

ph
in

ct
er

m
us

cl
es

, s
el

f-i
ni

tia
te

s 
go

in
g 

to
th

e 
po

tt
y/

to
ile

t, 
ca

n 
pu

sh
do

w
n 

an
d 

pu
ll 

up
 tr

ou
se

rs
an

d 
m

ay
 u

nb
ut

to
n 

cl
ot

hi
ng

,
m

an
ag

e 
zi

ps
 e

tc
. C

an
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
 u

nd
er

ta
ke

 p
ar

t
of

 th
e 

to
oi

le
tin

g 
se

qu
en

ce
,

ca
n 

tu
rn

 o
n 

ta
ps

, c
an

 s
ha

ke
pe

ni
s,

 c
an

 c
lim

b 
on

 to
ile

t
us

in
g 

fo
ot

st
oo

l a
nd

 s
ea

t
re

du
ce

r w
ith

 a
ss

is
ta

nc
e,

 c
an

st
ay

 d
ry

 fo
r u

p 
to

 2
 h

ou
rs

du
rin

g 
th

e 
da

y 

In
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 re
co

gn
is

es
 o

w
n

bo
dy

 n
ee

ds
 a

nd
 in

iti
at

es
 to

ile
tin

g
se

qu
en

ce
 (a

s 
ab

ov
e)

 C
an

 w
ai

t 1
-

2 
m

in
ut

es
 to

 g
et

 to
 th

e
to

ile
t/

po
tt

y,
 c

an
 lo

ck
 b

at
hr

oo
m

do
or

, c
an

 in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

 m
ou

nt
to

ile
t, 

ca
n 

te
ar

s 
of

f t
oi

le
t p

ap
er

an
d 

w
ip

e 
se

lf 
if 

gi
ve

n 
th

e
op

po
rt

un
ity

 to
 p

ra
ct

is
e,

 c
an

 
 fl

us
h 

to
ile

t, 
ca

n 
op

er
at

e 
so

ap
di

sp
en

se
rs

 a
nd

 p
ap

er
 to

w
el

di
sp

en
se

rs
, 

Ca
n 

vo
id

 o
n 

cu
e

w
he

n 
si

tt
in

g 
on

a 
po

tt
y 

or
 to

ile
t,

ca
n 

si
t u

p 
on

po
tt

y/
to

ile
t a

nd
m

ai
nt

ai
n 

th
e

po
si

tio
n

in
de

pe
nd

en
tly

Ca
n 

vo
id

 o
n

po
tt

y 
or

 to
ile

t
w

he
n 

he
ld

 in
po

si
tio

n 
by

ca
re

gi
ve

r

www.littlebunnybear.com



www.littlebunnybear.com

3 stages of learning 

Body awareness 

Practice  

Independence 

All children must have good body awareness
and plenty of practice in order to become
independent in all processes. This is why
helping your child prepare for potty training
before you stop using nappies can give 
them a good foundation of skills so that 
they are ready to stop using nappies 
when the time comes.  



NOTES PAGE

Use this space to make notes on your child's age and stage and
the skills you want to work on 

www.littlebunnybear.com



Preparation Summary

Help your child develop awareness of their body by putting
a washable cloth inside their nappy which will feel wet
when they wee. Make sure to change the cloth when it is
wet, to avoid nappy rash.  Involve your child in nappy/pull-
up changes and flush all poo down the toilet. 

Get to know your child's habits, e.g. how often they wee
and poo and whether they show any signs or signals
around their toileting needs. Teach your child words like
potty and toilet, wee and poo and names for parts of their
body.  

Do some nappy free time (up to 30 minutes) on a regular
basis, so they can get used to being nappy free. The best
time to do this is after they have had a wee or poo, to
prevent accidents. 

Make sure you have the basic equipment you will need.
This is a potty, toilet seat reducer and a step stool. 

Check for any problems such as constipation, withholding
anxiety etc and seek help if you need it.  

www.littlebunnybear.com



Potty Practice Summary

Help toddlers develop independence skills. This can
include teaching words and things like tipping poo into
the toilet and flushing, and hand washing. 

Use what you have learned about your child's signals and
timing to offer them the potty at times they are likely to
go. Good times usually include after waking, after a meal
and before bedtime. Use nappies the rest of the time.  

Be positive and avoid any pressure. Just do what you can.

Learning skills gradually as you go along is a gentle way to
prepare your child to stop using nappies when the time
comes .  

Help your child start using a potty. There is no lower age
limit for this, but starting once they can sit up works well
for many parents.  

www.littlebunnybear.com



Stop Using Nappies Summary

Expect lots of accidents as your child learns. Give your child
as much control and independence as possible to  engage
them, and avoid rewards like sweets or stickers. Use play to
help your child enjoy it, e.g. who can get to the potty first
or use toys to help teach and practice the skills. 

Use what you have learned about your child's signals and
timing to offer them the potty at times they are likely to
go. Good times usually include after waking, after a meal
and before bedtime. Only prompt your child when
necessary.  

Expect progress in a week or two. Progress includes your
child knowing an accident was a mistake,  developing
awareness of their body's needs and signals and using the
potty successfully at least once.  

Review the checklist to make sure it is a good time to stop
using nappies. When you go ahead, tell your child it's time
to stop using nappies and put the nappies away together.  

Research shows the best age to stop using nappies is sometime between 18-30 months.  

Stay at home for a few days if you can. Make it as easy as
possible for your child by keeping the potty nearby and if
you can, dress them without trousers or pants so they
don't have the barrier of clothing.  

www.littlebunnybear.com



SIGNALS AND TIMING SHEET 

TIME SIGN OR SIGNALEVENT
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Constipation 

A healthy child should poo at least every 1-2 days, preferably every day.
Poo should be soft and easy to pass without pain or strain. Poos should be
narrower than the width of your child's wrist.  If you are in any doubt,
resolve the constipation by ensuring good diet and laxatives prescribed
by your doctor. Note that at the beginning of potty training, mild
constipation is normal as your child adjusts to using the potty. However, if
your child is regularly constipated, seek medical advice to resolve it
before attempting the potty training plan. You may also want to look at
the resources on the ERIC website.  

Is it a good time to stop using
nappies? Quick start checks

Your child is well (not recovering from illness)

Your child is not constipated (if you're not sure,
see below)

You have no big transitions planned (starting
nursery, moving house etc)

You have planned time to support and teach your
child 

You have your supplies (potty, toilet set reducer,
step stool, mattress protection/nap pad)

You are committed and feel ready to go for it

Your child is at least 12 months old

www.littlebunnybear.com



Where to buy nappy cloths and mattress protection/nap pads: 

https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/LittleBunnyBear

Equipment list 

Potty

Toilet seat reducer

Step stool 

Nappy cloths 

Mattress protection/nap pad

Print at home Potty Training Plan

Reusable nappy
cloths

Get 10% of with code MYFIRSTPURCHASE

https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/LittleBunnyBear


NOTES PAGE

Use this space to make notes on the elements you find relevent to
you. 
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How to tailor potty training to your unique child's
temperament  
Building Independence skills
Motivating your child  
Working with your child's nursery/childcare provider
Outings
Naps and night time 

Managing accidents 
Potty training a child who will only wee or poo in a nappy 
Resistance and refusal  

The Advanced course also includes how to tackle common
problems such as: 
 

Advanced potty training 

Little Bunny Bear e-learning is available to support you further
with potty training. Our Advanced course includes: 

www.littlebunnybear.com



Top tips to drink more

Drink at regular times in the day, e.g. meals, snack-time, after exercise. This
makes it part of the everyday routine. Drink more at the start of the day and
taper down towards the end of the day to help promote night time dryness. 
Have a drink after you have done a wee, to keep the system going. 
Ensure your child can get a drink themselves 
Put lines or markers on the glass or bottle to help your child meet drinking
goals during the day.
Make the drink interesting with fruit slices, cucumber, mint leaves, lemon
curls, silly straws, ice cubes, coloured ice cubes etc. 
Count whilst your child drinks and to help motivate the to beat their own
goal for how many sips / how long they can keep going (one cup at a time!).
Or, have a race with tiny cups to see who can drink all the cups first. 
If you have a group, make it into a game like "simon says', duck-duck-goose
or "take a sip if you...". 
Listen to a song with a repeating word. Each time you hear the word, take a
sip. 
Decorate a drinks bottle with stickers. Or a special cup/glass. 
Have a drink while reading a book and only turn the page after a sip of water.
Have a little tea (water) party where your child gets to serve all the drinks. 
Start with small drinks, e.g. a small cup, and encourage them to finish it.
Gradually increase the size of the cup. 
Make ice lollies with dilute squash and fruit. Let them make their own
recipes. 
Make jelly in a cup  which will equal 1 drinks worth of water. 
Offer fruits like watermelon which contain mainly water. 
Help them understand their bladder is like a balloon which needs to be filled
and stretched in the day, so it stays strong. 
Avoid reward-charts and stickers as these don't usually have lasting effect. 

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.

13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

Drinking enough is important for good health,
especially good bladder and bowel health. 
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Other resources 

Below are resources that can help support you on your potty
training journey. 

ERIC: https://www.eric.org.uk 
Information on all aspects of childhood continence including
constipation and potty training 

NICE guidelines on constipation 
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg99/ifp/chapter/About-this-
information

Little Bunny Bear Website: www.littlebunnybear.com
An array of resources including blogs and videos about all
aspects of potty training and baby potting (elimination
communication). Also links to the Etsy shop where you can
purchase the relevant supplies.

The UK How To Talk So Kids Will Listen Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/howtotalkuk/
You can also access information via the international
website: http://howtotalksolittlekidswilllisten.com
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