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Ringing of Bell
PRELUDE  Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
       		 O come to my heart, Lord Jesus
There is room in my heart for Thee
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please Stand  (Confession thru Prayer)
[bookmark: _Hlk214442264] CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
L:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
     Love from the beginning, Word made 
     flesh, Breath of heaven. 
[bookmark: _Hlk214373343]C:  Amen.
L:  Trusting in God’s steadfast love and   
     faithfulness, let us confess our sin.    
      	    Silence for reflection
L:  Merciful God,
C:  we confess that we are not perfect.  
     We have said and done things we regret.    
     We try to earn your redeeming grace, 
     while denying it to others.  
     We resist your call to be your voice in 
     the world. Forgive us, loving God. 
     Give us your righteousness; give us
     strength to put aside our failures; 
     and courage to try again.  Amen.
L:  Dear people of God, hear the good news: 
     Christ the Savior is born!  You are loved 
     and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus, who 
     has come among us. God’s love is given 
     to us as the most precious gift of all.
     Rejoice in this love and share it with the 
     world.     
C:  Amen.

 GATHERING SONG: Love Has Come     #292

 PRAYER OF THE DAY  We pray together
L:  The Lord be with you. 	
C:  And also with you.

L:  Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. 
C:  By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING:  ISAIAH 52: 7-12 
       7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices; together they shout for joy, for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 

     9 Break forth; shout together for joy, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

     10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

WORD OF GOD. WORD OF LIFE. THANKS BE TO GOD.

PSALM 98   We Read Responsively (polite, but Loud!)
[bookmark: _Hlk216358888]L:  Sing to God something brand new!
C:  For God has done wonderful things!
L:  God has not forgotten to love us all!
C:  Even the ends of the earth have 
     heard!
L:  Make a joyful noise!
C:  Break forth in song!
L:  With strings and horns
C:  Sing praise to the Holy One!
L:  With the roaring sea and everything in it!
C:  With all the land and everything in it!
L:  The floods clap their hands.
C:  The hills sing for joy.
L:  Thank God! God is coming to set 
     everything right:
C:  Just for everyone, everything fair.
L:  Sing to God something brand new!
C:  For God has done wonderful things!


SECOND READING: HEBREWS 1:1-4
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

WORD OF GOD.  WORD OF LIFE.   THANKS BE TO GOD.

SONG:  Beautiful Savior	v. 1,3,4 	#838
				
~GOSPEL READINGS & CAROLS~
[GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION ]
 
Gospel texts are taken from Christmas Day, which offers a choice of two readings: the earthly details of the Nativity Story from Luke’s Gospel or the cosmic Prologue from John’s Gospel.  John presents Jesus as the Eternal Word of God who “became a human being and lived among us.”  In this presentation the two readings are interwoven in dialogue fashion that we might contemplate both the humanity and divinity of Christ.  

READING: John 1:1-5
      1 In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 From the very beginning the Word was with od. 3 Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made without him. 4 The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out.
[bookmark: _Hlk216362097]
SONG: Of the Father’s Love Begotten  v. 1-3  #295  

READING: Luke 2:4-7    
     4 Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 5 He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, 6 and while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths, and laid him in a manger—there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

SONG:  Away in a Manger	 	            #278


READING: John 1: 6-9
     6 God sent his messenger, a man named John, 7 who came to tell people about the light, so that all should hear the message and believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the light. 9 This was the real light—the light that comes into the world and shines on all people.

SONG: From Heaven Above  v. 1,2,3, 12   #268

READING: Luke 2:8-14
     8 There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields, taking care of their flocks. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, 10 but the angel said to them, “Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. 11 This very day in David's town your Savior was born—Christ the Lord! 12 And this is what will prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

     13 Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God: 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!”

SONG:  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing    	#270 

READING: John 1:10-13
     10 The Word was in the world, and though God made the world through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to his own country, but his own people did not receive him. 12 Some, however, did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to become God's children. 13 They did not become God's children by natural means, that is, by being born as the children of a human father; God himself was their Father. 

SONG:  Once in Royal David’s City          #269

READING: Luke 2:15-20
     15 When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us.”    

     16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. 17 When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had said about the child. 18 All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. 19 Mary remembered all these things and thought deeply about them. 20 The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; it had been just as the angel had told them.
READING: John 1:14
14 The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son.

PLEASE STAND ( Song & Creed)
[bookmark: _Hlk214442531] SONG:  Go, Tell It on the Mountain   # 290

 NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the  
     Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
     Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down
    from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
     Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in   
accordance with the scriptures;
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at   
 the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 living and the dead,
     and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
     giver of life, who proceeds from the Father   
     and the Son, who with the Father and the   
     Son is worshiped and glorified,
     who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
  church. We acknowledge one baptism for    
  the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
  resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
  the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated for the prayers

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
L:  Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all who are in need.   
           A brief silence.
L:  The Word becomes flesh and dwells among us, bringing life, love, and joy to a weary world. Gracious God, use our lips and our lives to proclaim the good news of your coming. Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
L:  The earth rejoices and the coastlands are glad on the day of your birth. Bring life to barren wastelands, healing where we have caused harm, and bold hearts to respond to creation’s call for justice. Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
L:  Righteousness and justice are your foundation, 
O Holy One. Fill world leaders with your zeal for righteousness and your love for any who are marginalized and oppressed. Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
[bookmark: _Hlk217639145]L:  The heavens proclaim your glory and announce that we have been made your own people. Keep watch over all who are spending this holy day alone, alienated, or ill. We especially remember in our prayers: Jennifer, Lavon, Jim, Dax, Larry, Renee, Tim, Anne  and all those we name in our hearts. (pause)  Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
L:  Light dawns for the righteous and joy visits the upright in heart. Fortify us with your grace and fill us with zeal to proclaim the news of your birth to those who long for love. Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
L:  From the nurturing darkness of the womb to the tender night of the tomb, you enfold us in your love. We remember with affection those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. Hear us, O God.
C:  Your mercy is great.
L:  With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
C:  Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE	
L:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  
C:  And also with you. 

OFFERING –&– SONG: 
In the Bleak Midwinter          #294

PLEASE STAND (thru end of service)
 OFFERING PRAYER
L:  Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross.
C:  As you gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your care and share with others the joy that fills us; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

 LORD’S PRAYER  Traditional
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

 BENEDICTION
L:   Receive the Benediction:
      May Grace from God’s own heart,
      Peace from the ☩ Child in the manger,
      and strength from the Spirit of Life,
      be blessings for you today and forever.
C:   Amen.

 SENDING SONG: Good Christian Friends  #288

 DISMISSAL
L:   Glory to God in the highest!
C:   And peace to God’s people on earth!
L:   Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C:   Thanks be to God.
☩
PARTICIPANTS 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Jennifer Lerfald, Lavon Underdahl,  Jim Fountaine, Dax Eggert, Larry Walker,  Renee Spidahl-Carmichael, Tim Emerson & Anne Laue.

CALENDAR
Su 12-28   9 AM  LAY-LED WORSHIP                     
                        Christmas Lessons & Carols
[bookmark: _Hlk217036706]                 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
                    10 AM  Coffee 
                PICK UP PLANTS BY JAN 1

Su Jan 4   9 AM  EPIPHANY WORSHIP
                 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
	  10 AM  Coffee
                 see announcement below

Su Jan 11 9 AM WORSHIP  - Baptism of Jesus
                 10 AM  Sunday School-Class
	   10 AM  Coffee

Su Jan 18  9 AM LAY-LED WORSHIP
                 10 AM  Sunday School-Class
                 10 AM Coffee

Su Jan 25  9 AM Worship
                 10 AM Sunday School-Class 
                 10 AM Coffee
                 ANNUAL MEETING








	 







ANNOUNCEMENT:
Aspelund Emmanuel Choir Concert
Sunday January 4 at 3 PM
‘JESUS - LOVE’S PURE LIGHT’
A light supper follows the concert
ALL ARE INVITED


PASTOR—D.J. CHATELAINE   Phone 507-213-0708    
flckenyonpastor@gmail.com
CHURCH OFS  Phone: 507-789-5261  
firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com
YOUTH DIRECTOR—BRYANA LOTHERT 
Phone  507-210-0814    flcyouth45@gmail.com
WEBSITE  flckenyon.org        
FACEBOOK:  First Evangelical Lutheran Kenyon MN
YOUTUBE CHANNEL:  https://www.youtube.com/@flckenyon	
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