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Ringing of Bell 

PRELUDE   Gesu Bambino 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION: 

L: The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 
(Luke 2:10-11). 
      As we gather we hear again the good news the 
angels proclaimed: God has come for all people 
through the birth of the one named Jesus. Through 
Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, 
messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all 
things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to 
save us and reigns in love.  
C: We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, 
and Lord. 

⧫ please stand 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

P:  Amid the troubles and fears of this world,  
let us confess our sin and welcome God’s  
forgiveness, grace, and love.   

Silence is kept for reflection 

P:  Mary accepted your call to be the mother of  
Jesus. 
C:  Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
P:  Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
C:  Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
P:  The shepherds left their flocks and went to  
Bethlehem. 
C:  Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
P:  With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not  
fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. 
Today is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  

In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our 

sins are forgiven. May you know the peace which 
 

the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s 
forgiveness is good news of great joy!  C: Amen. 
    
GATHERING CAROL 

Angels From the Realms of Glory   v.1,2,3     No. 275 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your  
flight o'er all  the earth; once you sang creation's  
story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: Come and  
worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the  
newborn king. 
 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er  
your  flocks by night, God with us is now residing,  
yonder shines the infant light. Come and worship,  
come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn  
king. 
 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter  
visions beam afar; seek the great desire of  
nations, you have seen his natal star. Come and  
worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the  
newborn king. 
 

GREETING: 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior     
      and Lord, the love of God, and the communion  
      of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

Go Tell It on the Mountain          No. 290 

Refrain    Go, tell it on the mountain,  
                over the hills and ev’rywhere;  
               go, tell it on the mountain   
               that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er  
silent flocks by night, behold, throughout the  
heavens there shone a holy light. Refrain 
 

2   The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo,   
above the earth rang out the angel chorus that  
hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 
 

4    Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ  
was born; and God sent us salvation that blessed  
Christmas morn. Refrain 

Please be seated  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  We pray together 

L:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Eternal Father,  
C:  you gave your incarnate Son the holy name 
of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in 
every heart the love of the Savior of the world, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 



PSALM 8  We read responsively 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth! 
You whose glory is chanted above the heavens 
out of the mouths of infants and children; you 
have set up a fortress against your enemies, to 
silence the foe and avenger. 
When I consider your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and the stars that you have set in 
their courses, 
what are mere mortals that you should be 
mindful of them, human beings that you care 
for them? 
Yet you have made them a little less than divine; 
with glory and honor you crown them. 
you have made them rule over the works of 
your hands;  
you have put all things under their feet: all flocks 
and cattle, even wild beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and 
whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth! 
 

Unto you Is born a SAVIOR who is Christ the Lord   
 

LESSON: ISAIAH 12:2-6 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be 

afraid, for the Lord GOD is my strength and my might; 

he has become my salvation. 3With joy you will draw 

water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say in 

that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim 

that his name is exalted.  5Sing praises to the LORD, 

for he has done gloriously; let this be known in all the 

earth. 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for 

great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. + 
 

RESPONSE:  Jesus, Name Above All Names  

 
 

LESSON:  MATTHEW 1:18-21 
8Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this 

way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 

Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 

to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 

her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 

quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

"Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him 

Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." + 

 

REFLECTION ON ‘SAVIOR 
 

CAROL Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming v.1-3  No. 272 

1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming, from tender  
stem hath sprung! Of Jesse's lineage coming as  
seers of old have sung, it came, a flow'r so bright,  
amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the  
night. 
 

2 Isaiah had foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. To  
show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
when half-spent was the night. 
 

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender with  
sweetness fills the air, dispels with glorious  
splendor the darkness everywhere.  True man, yet  
very God, from sin and death he saves us and  
lightens ev'ry load. 
 

Unto you Is born a Savior who is CHRIST the Lord   
 

LESSON:  ISAIAH 61:1-3, 11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the 

LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good 

news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 

prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 

who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion — 

to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of 

gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 

instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of  right-

eousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his 

glory. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. + 
 

RESPONSE:  Jesus, Name Above All Names  
    Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, 
     glorious Lord.  Emmanuel, God is with us, 
     Blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 

LESSON:  JOHN 1:19-23, 29-34 
19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews 

sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

"Who are you?" 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, "I am not the Messiah." 21And they asked 

him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." 

"Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." 22Then 

they said to him, "Who are you? Let us have an answer 



for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?" 23He said,  "I am the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness,  'Make straight the way of the Lord,'" 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 29The next day he saw 

Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world! 30This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a 

man who ranks ahead of me because he was before 

me.' 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 

with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 

Israel." 32And John testified, "I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34And I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Son of God." + 
 

REFLECTION ON ‘CHRIST’ 
 

CAROL  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly           No. 276 
 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle  
stall; oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the child  
is Lord of all. Swiftly winging, angels singing, 
bells are ringing, tidings bringing: Christ the child 
is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all! 
 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil  
till the morning new saw the glory, heard the  
story, tidings of a gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free  
from sorrow,  praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child  
was born for you! 
 

Unto you Is born a Savior who is Christ the LORD   
 

LESSON:  NUMBERS 6:22-27 
22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron 

and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 

Israelites: You shall say to them, 24The LORD bless 

you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face to shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up 

his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 27So 

they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless 

them.+ 
 

RESPONSE:  Jesus, Name Above All Names  
    Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, 
     glorious Lord.  Emmanuel, God is with us, 
     Blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 
 

LESSON:  LUKE 2:15-21 
5When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 

which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; 18and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 21After eight days had 

passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was 

called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he 

was conceived in the womb.+ 
 

REFLECTION ON ‘LORD’ 

⧫ please stand 
 

CAROL  Hark! the Herald Angels           No. 270 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the  
newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." Joyful, all you  
nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; with  
angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in  
Bethlehem!" 
Refrain   Hark! The herald angels sing, 
         "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the  
everlasting Lord, late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. Veiled in flesh the  
Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity! Pleased as  
man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Refrain 
 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the  
Sun of righteousness! Light and life to all he  
brings, ris'n with healing in his wings. Mild he lays  
his glory by, born that we no more may die, born  
to raise each child of earth, born to give us  
second birth.  Refrain 
 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

       God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

SHARING OF PEACE       
P:   The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:   And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY—OFFERING—GLOBE OFFERING      
Children are invited to bring a noisy offering to the balcony, 
which will be given to the Organ Fund. 



  OFFERING PRAYER 
P:  God of heaven and earth, 
C:  From the beginning, you have called forth life, in 
which you take delight.  The trees, the fields, and the 
seas sing for joy.  Bless now these gifts, received 
from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of 
creation to tell of your salvation from day to day.  

Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING   Spoken 

The Lord be with you.       
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.        
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION   
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.  
Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 
 

Please be seated  

DISTRIBUTION & HYMN       

Of the Father’s Love Begotten                 No. 295 
 

1 Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds  
began to be, he is Alpha and Omega, he the  
source, the ending he, of the things that are, that  
have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 
 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin,  
full of grace, by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore 
the Savior of our race, and the babe, the world's  
redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore  
and evermore. 
 

3 This is he whom seers in old time chanted of  
with one accord, whom the voices of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; now he shines, the  
long-expected; let creation praise its Lord ever- 
more and evermore. 
 

4 Let the heights of heav'n adore him; angel  
hosts, his praises sing; pow'rs, dominions, bow  
before him and extol our God and King; let no  
tongue on earth be silent, ev'ry voice in concert  
ring evermore and evermore. 
 

5 Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O  
Holy Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high  
thanksgiving and unwearied praises be: honor,  
glory, and dominion, and eternal victory ever- 
more and evermore! Amen. 
 

TABLE BLESSING  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

PRAYER  AFTER  COMMUNION 

Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our  
heavenly food.  
Strengthened by this goodness, send us forth to 
announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and 
share the good news of great joy.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

The God of love, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

lavish you with grace, illumine your path, and 
increase your joy, today and always. Amen. 

⧫ please stand 

HYMN    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         No. 288 
 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and  
soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; ox and ass before him  
bow, and he is in the manger now. Christ is born  
today! Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and  
soul and voice; now ye hear of endless bliss:  
Jesus Christ was born for this! He has opened  
heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and  
soul and voice; now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and  
calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. Christ  
was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE   God Rest You Merry 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARTICIPANTS 
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KEYBOARD/PIANO—Annette Thunhorst 
COMMUNION SET-UP—Fred & Linda Barsness 
GREETERS—Fred & Linda Barsness 
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Eggert, Maurine Olson 

 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
LITURGICAL TEXTS USED WITH PERMISSION: Under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SB143702.  
PUBLIC DOMAIN:  
Angels From the Realms of Glory, Go Tell It on the 
Mountain, Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming, Infant 
Holy, Hark the Herald Angels, Of the Father’s Love 
Begotten, Good Christian Friends Rejoice 
REPRINT & PODCAST/STREAMING Under 
OneLicense.Net #A709489 & CCLI License 
#11502929  Used with permission, all rights 
reserved: 
CCLI SONG #21291  Jesus Name Above All Names 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CALENDAR & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUN 12/29 9 AM WORSHIP – Lessons & Carols  
10 AM Coffee 
(NO SUNDAY SCHOOL) 

WED 1/1 Happy New Year 
THU 1/2  Annual Reports Due 

7 PM AA  
 

SAT 1/4 1 PM  Mary Skundberg Celebration 
of Life & Reception 

SUN 1/5 9 AM   WORSHIP – Chr. 2 / Epiphany 
10 AM  Sun. School 
10  AM  Coffee 

 

SUN  1/26  -  Annual Meeting Date 
--------------------------------------------- 

 

Epiphany Concert of Song & Word 

‘In the Fullness of Time’ 

Sunday January 5, 3:00 pm.  

You & the public are Invited. 

(A few members of First are taking part) 

    EMMANUAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

ASPELUND, CNTY RD 1, KENYON  

--------------------------------------------- 

 

Family Snow Tubing 
Saturday, Jan. 18th, 6-8 pm 
at Steeplechase-Mazeppa.  

Call or e-mail Bryana Lothert at:  
507-210-0814 or 

flcyouth45@gmail.com 
--------------------------------------------- 

 

Hymn Sing & Supper, 
Organ Repair Fundraiser 
4 to 7 pm – Sun. Jan. 19 

-------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
309 Forest St., Kenyon, MN  55946 
 

PASTOR D.J. CHATELAINE  Phone: 507-213-0708   
Email: flckenyonpastor@gmail.com 
CHURCH OFS  Phone: 507-789-5261    
Email: firstlutherankenyon@gmail.com 
KAIC INTERN    Yvonne Godfrey-Roesel   
Phone: 708-846-9138  Email: intern.kaic@gmail.com 
YOUTH DIRECTOR, BRYANA LOTHERT   
Phone  507-210-0814 Email: flcyouth45@gmail.com 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL   
https://www.youtube.com/@flckenyon 
FACEBOOK  First Evangelical Lutheran Kenyon MN 
WEBSITE  flckenyon.org 
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