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Texas Soc:ety Order of Confederate Rose, Inc.

The Rose Petal Newsletter - August 2024 Edition

Hope Everyone had a wonderful summer!

Welcome to this edition of The Rose Petal Newsletter, where we share highlights from recent events and
announcements for upcoming activities. This month’s edition features a recap of the Annual Meeting.
Meet our Rose of the Year recipient for 2024, and the Scholarship Winner for 2024.

Upcoming Event: General Business Meeting

Mark your calendars for the next General Business Meeting, which is set for Saturday, September 21, 2024, in
Waco, TX at Poppa Rollo’s Pizza located at 703 N Valley Mills Dr. Sign-in will begin at 9:00 am, with the
meeting starting promptly at 9:30 AM. | look forward to seeing everyone there!

Event Highlights

This summer was filled with exciting events and memorable experiences. We had a fantastic time at the Texas
Division SCV Reunion in San Antonio. The OCR did an excellent job, raising a significant amount of money
through the silent auction. The meeting itself was highly productive, with many important issues being
discussed. We also enjoyed wonderful fellowship with OCR members from across the state.

Following the Texas reunion, we traveled to Charleston, South Carolina, for the National SCV Reunion. While
the men were engaged in their business meetings, | had the opportunity to visit the Hunley museum and
indulge in some shopping. The reunion was also a time to reconnect with old friends from across the country
and make some new ones.

One of the highlights of the National Reunion was attending the Oratory Contest, where participants delivered
5-6 minute speeches on the topic of their state seceding from the United States. The Grand Ball was another
memorable event, where debutants were presented. | am proud to share that my husband's camp sponsored
one of the debutants.

We hope you enjoy this edition of The Rose Petal Newsletter. Stay tuned for more updates, and we look
forward to seeing you at the General Business Meeting in September!

God Bless Texas and God Bless Dixie!

Tis a Joy to be a Rose!
Thank you all,
Debbie Hearrean
TSOCR Director 2023-2025
817 291 5291




cactus Rose #23
April - June 2024

April began with a reenactment at the Battle of Pleasant Hill tn Louisiana.
Cactus Rose #22 and Mattie ). Gano #64 joined in together to honor the
mewmory of those who fought there in April 1864. Brenda quise’s GG
Grandfather, Jesse Pilkintown, actually fought there so it holds a special place
L her heart.

Brenda quise §
Debbie Hearvean

April 19, TSOCR was well represented
at the SCV Annual Plonic bn Blanco.

LtoR=:

Ginger IVy: Painted Rose
_JoAwnn Seiler: Alamo Rose

Brenda Guise: cactus Rose

Peggy Harvey: Painted Rose

May 4th, Painted Rose and Cactus Rose attended the
celtic Festival bn Decatur where together they sold baked
aoods for the 2025 Reunion in Mineral Wells.

May 11, TSOCR prwi.dn:d a Black Rose Ceremony at
chalk Mouwntain.




LtoRu

Peggy Harvey: Painted Rose
Gail Alleock: Mattie ). Gano
Ginger ivy: Painted Rose
Brenda quise: Cactus Rose
pebbie Hearrean: Mattie ). Gano

Sadly, Cactus Rose member, Frank Bussey passed
away May 29 and many Roses were Lin attendance
at his funeral. Our pragers and Love remain with his
wife and Cactus Rose mewber, Beckl) Bussey.

| _June 7, Cactus Rose participated in the Black
Rose Ceremony] at the Confederate Cemetery Lin
San Antonio as part of the 2024 SCV TX
Division REWALOW.

S |
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o

Ccactus Rose was Ln attendawnce for the TSOCR annual meeting as well
(ALL photos from the Annual Meeting are on tsoer.net)

June 15, Cactus Rose joined Painted Rose at the Flying Pig
Festival in Mineral Wells to agaiwn sell baked goods for the
2025 SCV TX Diviston Reuwnlon.




June 22: Cactus Rose, Mattie | Gawno § Pabnted Roce
met with our past Secretary, Tammy Szulwach. She
has had some health Lssues but e now doing well and
it was wonderful to cateh up.

L to R Pegay Harvey, Brenda quise, Debbie Hearrean
seated: Tammy Szulwich

AS Yow caw see, it was a very eventful quarter for Cactus Rose. What ajey to
spread the word...Long Live the South and God Bless Dixie 11



Chactus Rose #23 D ainted Kose #66












2024 Scholarship
Winner

Haggan Allcock, from Azle Texas, plans to
attend Tarrant County College. That will be
his first stop in pursuit of an Education
Degree to teach History. Below is his
winning essay.
Congratulations!



“Angels of Mercy™
Confederate Nurses 1n
the War Between the

States.

By: Haggan Allcock



The War Between the States brought about unprecedented devastation and suffering. In this
crucible of conflict, female Confaderate nurses emerged as beacons of hope. Despite the dangers
of war and the constraints of gender roles, these women displayed remarkable courage by
volunteering for nursing duties. Through first-hand eccounts and historical records, their stories
attest 10 their unwavering resolve to alleviate the suffering of soldiers, often at great personal
risk.Lucy Mina Otey, a widow at the age of 6], endured the grievous loss of three sons and a
son-in-law during The War for Southem Independence. In response to the pressing needs of the
lime, she undertook a commendable initiative in Lynchburg, Virginia, rallying a collective of
women to produce essential medical supplics such as bandages and uniforms. As the war
escalated, women assumed increasingly vital roles, transitioning into positions as hospital nurses
and matrons. However, the path to such involvement was not without obstacles, particularly
exemplificd by the resistance encountered from local military authorities such as Dr. William
Otway Owen. Dr. Owen adamantly opposed the presence of women in hospital settings, issuing
a categorical directive al one point: "No more women, no more flies.” [1]

He advocated for a traditionalist perspective that relegated women solely to domestic duties,
emphasizing the sewing of uniforms while disallowing their participation in patient care,
Undeterred by such opposition Mrs. Otey exhibited remarkable determination, undertaking a
journey to Richmond where she petitioned President Jefferson Davis for authorization 1o set up
an Independent Ladies' Relief Hospital. This initiative, situated in the confines of the former
Union Hotel, hoasted a capacity of 100 beds and was meticulously staffed by an assembly of 500
women, with Mrs. Captain Otey serving as the esteemed president, despite facing the brunt of the
war's casualties, Mrs. Otey's hospital achicved 2 notable distinction for maintaining one of the

lowest mortality rates among military medical facilities. Yet, even in the face of such undeniable




success, Mrs. Otey encountered further challenges. In the hersh throes of the first winter, she
requested that the women who dutifully staffed the hospital 1w be granted the privilege of
procuring supplies from the commissary on par with officers. Regrettably, this entreaty was met
with denial.

Kate Cunmiog of Georgia, a native of Scotland, left her home in Mobile, Alabama, in early
April 1862, Kate and a small group of women traveled o Tennessee, hoping to assist the Army
of Tennessee. Along the way, they leamed sbout the Battle of Shiloh. When the women
volunteered their services at a military hospital, they were refused.

Cumming later wrote in her journal: “The surgeons entertain great prejudice against admtting
ladies into the hospital in the capacity of nurses.”

In fact, the chief surgeon: “carried this so far that he will not even allow the ladies to visit his
patiems. | only wish that the doctors would let us try and see what we can do!™ [5.b]

On Aprl 10, 1862, the women nurses were allowed 10 go to the main Confederate hospitals in
Carinth, Mississippi. The scene Cumming saw when she ammived in Corinth was worse than she
could have imagined. The camp of the Confederate army was all mud. “As far as the eye could
reach, in the midst of all this slop and mud,"[2] she wrote, were the tents of the men, “suggestive
of anything but comfon.™[2]

Ahhough Kare Cumming had tried w prepare hersell emotionally for the work she was about 1o
begin, she wrote that: “Nothing that [ had ever heard or read had given me the faintest idea of the
horrors witnessed here. 1 do not think that words are in our vocabulary cxpressive enough 1o
present 1o the mind the realities of that sad scene.™ Shiloh was the first major battle in the

Western Theater of the war, resulting in more than 23,000 men being killed. captured. or




wounded. The untricd Confederate medical system collapsed before the battle ended. Amriving
three days afier the Battle of Shiloh, Kaic Cumming noled that wounded men were still being
brought to the hospitals in Corinth. Many of the men who had come earlier and who were too
hadly injured 1o take care of themselves. had not even been fed, let alone treated. The first thing
Nurse Cumming did was to try to feed the men. Supplies were so short that she had to offer them
some of her own bread, biscuits, coffee, and rea. The hospital did not even have plates, so she
passed oul the meager food o the men from her hands to theirs. [3.b]

On April 13, Cumming wrote in her journal: “The confusion and want of order are as great as
ever. The amount of good being done is not near what it might be if things were better managed.
Someone is 1o blame for this state of affairs.” [2]

Unlike most women nurses, who served only temporarily, Cumming continued as an active nurse
for the duration of the war. After a two-month respite in Mobile, AL, She traveled 10
Chamanooga, TN, 1o volunteer at Mewsome Hospital, where she remained for the next year. The
Confederate Government decreed in Seplember 1862 that hospinals could legally pay nurses
rather than rely on them as volunteers. [5.b); for the war’s duration, she was officially enlisted in
the Confederate Army Modical Corps. At the end of the war, she was serving in Southwest
(veorgia. After the war, She returned 1o Mobile, AL, and published an account of her nursing
experiences: A Journal of Hospital Life in the Confederate Army of Tennessee from the Battle of
Shiloh to the End of the War. Later, She moved to Birmingham, where She became a teacher.
Phoebe Yates Levy Pember stands as a shining example of Southern resilience and dedication
during The War for Southern Independence. Bom into a prominent Jewish family in Charleston,
SC, Pember's loyalty 1o her homeland, the Confederacy, was unweavering. Her commitment to

serving as a nurse and hospital matron for the Confederate Army transcended personal



affiliations, showcasing her profound sense of duty and compassion. Throughout the war,
Pember selflessly devoted herself to the care of wounded Confederate soldiers. serving primarily
al the renowned Chimborazo Hospital in Richmand, Visginia. In the heart of the Confederacy's
capital. Chimboraze Hospital stood as a beacon of hope amidst the chaos of war, providing
essential medical aid 10 countless soldiers in their hour of need. Pember's tireless efforts within
its walls undoubtedly ameliorated the suffering of many brave men who had sacrificed
evervthing for their cause. As a hospital matron, Pember's responsibilities extended far beyand
mere nursing duties. She meticulously managed the hospital's resources, ensuring that medical
supplies were efficiently distributed and that the hospital operated smoothly despite the
challenges of wartime shorages. Her organizational skills and sweadfast leadership were
instrumental in maintaining the hospital's effectiveness amidst the chaos of war. Pembe+'s
contributions as a nurse and hospilal matron were not merely acts of duty; they were profound
expressions of her deep-seated love for the Confederate cause and ils people.

Her memoir, “A Southern Woman's Story: Life in Confoderate Richmond,” [2] stands as a
lestament to her unwavering commitment and provides invaluable insight into the trials and

riumphs of life on the Confederate home front.

Juliet Hopkins was born in West Virginia, but moved to Mobile, Alabama afier marrying Judge
Arthur Hopkins. When her husband was appointed 1o oversee hospitals during the Wer Between
the States, Juliet wenl 1o work converting tobacco factories into hospitals. At the beginning of
the war, Hopkins sold her estates in New York, Virginia, and Alabama, and donated the proceeds
to the Confederate Government lo set up hospitals for sick and wounded soldiers. In the

Confederate military system, each state was responsible for the care of its own patients. Hopkins



moved to Richmond, and in June 1861 began orgamizing medical services. In August 1861,
Hopkins established a hospital for Alabamians. [n its fall 1861 session, the Alabama Legislahure
assumed responsibility for supporting these hospitals and appointed Juliet Hopking chiel matron
of all state hospitals. [5.a]

By November. the set had established a second. larger hospital, and a third in the spring of 1862.
It was remarkable for a woman to emerge in such a position of leadership and responsibility.
(roups in Alabama sent supplies and money 1w assist Hopkins in her work. [5.a, 5.b] The women
of Alabama began forming organizations 1o help the war effort by making clothes and collecting
supplies. By January 1, 1862, there were 92 such women's auxiliaries in the state. On July 1.
1862, during the Battle of Seven Pines, Juliet was shot in the leg twice while rescuing wounded
men from the battlefield. These injuries required surgery and left her with a permanent limp.
During her recuperation from her wounds; Mrs. Hopkins wrote letiers home for the soldiers,
made requests for furloughs, and supplied them with books to read. She also kept a list of the
soldiers who died and sent locks of their hair to their famikhies in Alabama. [5.a]

Fannie Beers, a famous nurse in the Third Alabama Hospital, wrate this about Hopkins;

“| have never seen a woman better fitted for such work. Energetic, tireless, systematic, loving
profoundly the cause and its defenders, she neglected no detail of business or other things which
should afford aid or comfort to the sick and wounded. ... If she found any duty neglected by a
nurse or surgeon or hospital steward, her personal reprimand was certain and very severe.... Her
smile was the sweetest, [ believe, that ever lit up a human flace, and standing by the bedside of
some poor Alabamian, away from home and wretched as well as sickly, she must have seemed to
him like an ange! visitant. ... To her husband alone, she deferred in all things and was gentleness

nself."[4]




After the war, Judge and Mrs. Hbﬂhﬂmmlmmmﬁh.hhhum-ﬂluiiﬂ‘;
humanitarian sacrifices became more widely known. She became a living legend. She and her
hushand had lost most of their wealth during the Civil War_and she lived the rest of her life in
relative m.mﬂm-mummmmndmﬂm.mmﬁmm 1o the
Southern cause. Her daughter, Mrs, Juliet Opie Ayers, wrote that her mother gave her entire
fortune to the Confederacy. [5.a]

Juliet Opie Hopkins died on March 9, 1890, while visiting her daughter in Washington, DC at
the age ﬁ?l.mmimmmwmﬂwmw patients, including
former Confederate General Joseph Wheeler and Uniion General John Schofield. She was
granted a full milimhﬁahtﬁﬂiummwnﬁunﬂwfuhnmm on the field and in
haspital, Mrs. Hopkins was posthumously awarded the Confederate Medal of Honor, She was

the only woman to be awarded such honor.[5.a]

in henoring Southron heroes like Phoehe Bember, Fannie Beers, Julict Hopkins, Kae Cumumning,
and Lucy Oey, we celebrate not only her individual courage and sacrifice but also the countless
mmmauﬂhﬂlym&ﬁrhhﬁ Southland during her darkest hour. Her legacy
serves as a poignant reminder of the enduring spirit of the Southem people and their unwavering
resolve in the face of adversity. Though the exploits of soldiers and statesmen have often
nmﬂmduwudh:rmﬁhuinm.hﬂhnpmlmmemuf]immh overstated. Her
legacy serves as a reminder of the power of empathy mﬁuﬂphﬁvﬁﬂwmu{wruﬂhﬂ
and will continue 1 inspire future generations 10 acts of selfless service and sacrifice. Despite
facing daunting obstacles and hardships, these "Angels of Mercy” selflessly dedicated

thmulmm&umtufmnﬂﬂdmldmpmﬁdin;mmfmwm in their darkest hours.
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HOW WE'RE HELPING

We are a community — based organization focused on helping make the
world around us a better, happier place. With the help of our tireless staff,

we organize fundraisers, exiting community - building events, and in -
depth training sessions for our volunteers.

GET INVOLVED

Are you passionate about what we're doing? Let us know! We are always
looking for volunteers to help us make our vision a reality. We'll help you
find a way to volunteer that best suit you. We're excited to have you join
the team!!

THANK YOU

Whether you help through monetary donations, volunteering your time, or
spreading our mission through word - of - mouth, thank you. We couldn’t
accomplish our goals without the help of supporters like you.

Dixie Bells
We need your help with the Dixie Bells that helps us to do our mailouts



