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PNS & CHANDIGARH

w aking another controversy
idst the volatile situation

between India and Pakistan,
the cricketer-turned-politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu on
Thursday insisted to continue
dialogue with the neighbouring
nation underlining that the
“solution to terror was peace”
— something that failed to go
down well with his own party.

Sidhu, in a statement
released on his official letter-
head, titled “We have a choice”,
said: “Dialogue and diplomat-
ic pressure will count for a great
deal in seeking a long-term
solution at a time when tacti-

cians on both sides of the bor-
der are planning for the worst.”

Also thanking Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
announcement on the release
of Indian Air Force pilot Wing
Commander Abhinandan,
Punjab Cabinet Minister Sidhu
said that the “goodwill gesture
is a cup of joy for a billion peo-
ple”
In his tweet later on, he
said: “Every noble act makes a
way for itself...your goodwill
gesture is ‘a cup of joy’ for a bil-
lion people, a nation rejoices...I
am overjoyed for his parents
and loved ones”

Taking a line independent
of his Congress party on the

prevailing security situation

‘In the country, Sidhu batted for

peace as the sole solution to ter-
ror. “I stand by my deeply held
principle that a community
cannot be blamed for the
actions of a few. A sentiment
our Prime Minister echoed,
when he said ‘Our fight is
against terrorism and enemies
of humanity. Our fight is for
Kashmir not against Kashmir,
not against Kashmiris” he said.
He claimed that it was a
sentiment that Union External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
too shared, when she said that
our fight is not with Pakistan,
“our fight is with the terror
establishment”

He maintained that he
stand by “my conviction thdt
dialogue and diplomatic pres-
sure will count for a great deal
in seeking a long-term solution
to the presence and practice of
terror outfits that operate with-
in and across the border...The
solution to terror is peace,
development and progress. Not
unemployment, hatred and
fear”.

Sidhu stated, “No son of
our soil should be separated
from his loved -ones as
Abhinandan is today. An esca-
lation would mean many more
incidents like this. Irreparable
loss and both nations going to
a point of no return”

emmmeGiDHU,

Quoting his political men-
tor, Sidhu said: “Our objective
should be to firmly deal with.
terrorism and ‘its sponsors,
financiers and arms suppliers.
At the same time, our doors
should always be open for
processes which would restore
peace, development and
progress to societies which
have been devastated by ter-
rorism over many generations.”

Going all out to seek a dia-
logue between India and
Pakistan, Sidhu said “fear has
been among us these last few
days an unwelcome guest”.
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TALK”

Congress on Thursday
snubbed Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
support for continuing Indo-
Pakistan dialogue, saying that
“there’s a time to act and there’s
a time to talk”.

Sidhu insists on dialogue between India and Pak

“If honourable Navjot
Singh Sidhu has an opinion, it’s
his personal opinion. It's not
the opinion of the Congress.
The time is not conducive for
a dialogue’, said Congress.
national spokesperson and for-
mer Union Minister Manish
Tewari.

Tewari said that the
inescapable facts are that
Pakistan has been sponsoring
a proxy war against India and
"Punjab is also one state which
has suffered from the proxy
war and unprovoked cross-
border terror using semi-state
actors.

He said that going back to
1979-1980, “the first recipient
of that proxy war or that
unprovoked cross-border ter-
ror using semi-state actors was
Punjab...For 15 long years,
Punjab suffered because of the
terror unleashed by the ISI and
its instrumentality”.

Capt welcomes pi
release; meets
personnel on bord

PNS & TARAN TARAN

2&85:& Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan's
announcementon the release of
IAF Wing Commander
Abhinandan a day after, Punjab
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Thursday termed it a
“goodwill gesture” that would
help ease the prevailing tensions
at the border. =

Capt Amarinder, interact-
ing with the BSF personnel at
the ‘Khalra observation post
during a tour of the border areas
as part of his confidence-build-
ing measures for the residents,
said that the Pulwama attack by
Pak-back terror forces was an
act of cowardice, necessitating
the retaliation by the Indian
government. “I, however, hope
that normaley would return
soon at the border;” he said.

The Chief Minister extend-
ed all support on behalf of his
government to the BSF to deal
with the current situation in the
aftermath of the IAF strikes on
terror hideouts across the Line
of Control (LoC). “Weare there
for you,” he told the BSF per-
sonnel.

During his tour of the Tarn
Taran region to assess the
ground situation, the Chief
Minister interacted with the
residents of at least 15 border
area villages, including Shaheed
Baba Tara Singh Wala, Rajoke,
Kalia Shatara, Dholan, Lakhna
and Kals. During his interaction
with the residents, he urged
them to remain calm and not to
be swayed by rumours.

Assuring the huge crowd
that had gathered at Mastgarh
village, just two kilometers from
the international border to see
him, the Chief Minister reaf-
firmed his commitment. to
ensure the safety and security of
every citizen.

The Chief Minister, who
shared lunch with them, urged
one and all to guard against
manufactured hysteria and not
get waylaid by rumours.
“Punjab - Government stands

ot’s
BSF
er

shoulder to shoulder with you
in this critical hour, Capt
Amarinder told the residents in-
Kals village, urging them not to-
panic.

Earlier, Capt Amarinder
also visited the 14th BSF
Batallion Headquarters at
Khemkaran, the bravehearts of
which are stationed along the
international border, and was
briefed about the overall defence
preparedness by IG BSF
Mahipal Yadav. He was assured
that the force was fully prepared
to thwart any untoward incident
from across the border.

The Chief Minister, on his
arrival at Ghariala village in
Tarn Taran district earlier, took
stock of the situation and was
briefed by top police .and

administrative brass regarding
the prevailing situation and
measures taken for the securi-

ty of citizens.
The Chief Minister asked

the civil and police administra-
tion to work in coordination to
prevail upon the border resi-
dents not to leave their homes
in panic but to jointly hold
meetings of village panchayats
and prominent local residents to
instil a sense of confidence.

Capt: Amarinder also
impressed upon the residents
not to be swayed by the false
propaganda and desist from
rumour mongering in the En-
vailing situation.

Reiterating his mo<m5-
ment’s firm commitment to
stand by the people of the bor-
der areas in the tense atmos-
pheere, the Chief Minister said
that he was in constant touch
with the Centre and keeping a
tab on the situation.

The Chief Minister also
informed the people that he had
already directed the state Chief
Secretary and DGP to stay in
close touch with the district and
police administration of the six
border districts — Tarn Taran,
Amritsar, Ferozepur, Gurdaspur,
Fazilka and Pathankot — and
work with them on the contin-

gency plans.
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